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Honorable Richard M. Nixon
TPresident

United States of America
The White House

Wasington, D, C.

Dear President Nixon:

, This letter is written on b@half of the displaced people of
’Ql?lwl Atoll, now residing on Kili Teland; United States Trus:

Yerritory of the Pacific 1slands. "It 15a detailed dis 5ETESTON
of the past trials, fears, and suiferings of the Bikini pecple,

Iwritten with intention of placing the grievances of the Bikini
people before the United States. This letter is most emphatically
a petition for redress of the sufferings and exploitation of the

Bikini people by the United States during the last 27 years.

The suffering of the Bikini people began, as far as
States is concerned and responsible ~- on January 24, 1946.
that date the Pentagon announced that the United S;dtﬁ, had sel :c—
ted Bikini Atoll in the Northern Marshall Islands as t i
series of atowic tests. Part of the requirements of the test
program were that the test site be guite distant from all neavjly
populated areas, 500 miles from all alr and sea routes, and unin-
habited or containinq only a few people who could be relocated.
m

the United
5

The yvoplp in this case were the people of Bikini. They
may been "few" from the United States point of but
fro Bikinians own point of view, they were all cople,
no"r a few. The decision of the Joint Chief o nade no
jskaloxinl 1 for the feclings, aspirations, or wishes of the "few”,
?i mply unthinkabla that so few could or wouald dofy the
fuis S0 any -
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Honorable Richard M. Nixon
age

Blklnl_people by the Unlted States. gove rnmént ‘and to detail the

sufferings_and grievances of the dlgplaced 'people of Bikini

iheykhavc endured endless broken promwses' " three forced’ fﬂloca-

tions of their homes; malnutrition and near-starvation: atomic
destruction of their homeland and irradiation 6f theirsoil;

deterioration of their social structure” and Ioss of a sense of
comumunity; loss of many skill§ required Tor fishing on &an &toll;

isolation and rejectlon by the governmusnt, and the certain risk
of living with the dangers” o*‘radLOAQLLVWLYT““FOfMaII”df”EhIS
they have received Tatrustfund-that-loses money, soms surplus
U.s.D.A. food and an iscolated and miserable island far from their
home.  Surely the United States will not ignore their rights znd
complaints. Surely they are entitled to at least the same treat-
ment that was awarded to the people of Enewetak.

In 1970, the United States government made an "ex—-gratia®
payment to the people of Enewetak, now residing on Ujelang, of
$1,020,000, in payment for the sufferings they had endured. The

S1Iznewertkcsr\ clearly deserve such a pavment. But the people of
”b kini have perhaps suffered much more at the hands of the United
{States atomic-test program than the people of Enewetak. Yet they

thave received a great deazal less. All they now ask is similar
treatment and a similar trust fund that will cnable them to reach
a state of self-sufficiency. Now is the time to open discussions

on such a subject, and act according to the resolution passed by
the Congress of Micronesia on Januﬂ*y 306, 1873, and attached
herowith. The people of Rikini lock forward to a prompt answar
from the United States government.

Sincerely yours,

MICRONESIAN LEGAL SERVICES CORP.
Couns=1 for Bikini Peovle
HaMILET J. BARRY, ITIT and

JAMES TICT"“

By: /Afw // / /gﬂu‘/,,u/\

Ham :A:,‘L,. . t("”("\,,
Dix tinc'uLbQany, Marshalls

)

dexys C. Morton
Secretary of ths Intevior
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