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Historical Background

The present ‘inhabitantsof Ujilang Atoll are

Enewetak Atoll. i;orethan twenty-five years a~o

the former inhabitants of

they were moved en masse

from their home atoll to make way for the testing of nuclear weapons by the

Unites States. In order to understand the present situation, we must examine

the history of this group, and how they arrived at their present location.

A summary of pertinent events is herewith presented.

The Enewetak?eople say that they have always lived on Enewetak Atoll as

far

two

(At

the

as they know, and that lttherehave always been two chiefs (iroij) azzd

groups, because there are two big islands: Enjebi and Jnewetak.11

one time in the distant past there was a third socio-political unit on

southeastern part of the atoll, called Wurrin. This was absorbed by the

Enewetak group). The people state that they are the people of 3njebi Island

and the people of Enewetak Isl~d who lived on the atoll of Enewetak. They

claim that the two groups have never warred against each other but have

always cooperated very closely.

(For all practical purposes the Enewetak ?eople are one group today. This

is due to intermarriage over the years and the intense in-group ieeli-ngthe

people have).

According to those who know the history of their people; the chiefs, the

wise old men and women, and those few of the younger people who have learned

the ancient lore from their eldsrs, four separate groups of ]Iarshallese

arrived on Eneweta!!Atoll before the coming of the Auropeans. These cane from

the atolls of Bikini, Ujae, Xotto, and other atolls many miles to the east of

Enewetak. These invaders, aoparent~y c3st~i-J~~sj either fought the Znewetak

:,-......*L; .,W--> -’?<1”-:“2”.25:,2:z “:....’.?.._..l’: .:’:.... ... ..::’..”.:::”.;112.--,..
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“mewetak was apparently discovered quite by chance by European ships

passing through the area enroute to the Orient. KrUmer and Hevermann (1938:2)

state that: 11...Alvaro de Saavedra found Enewetak on the first of Octob#r,

1529.W ‘I’hereis no evidence or tradition of contact between the Spanial’ds

and the Ene.retak?eople then or at any other time. It seems unlikely that

significant contacts occurred before the nineteenth century.

The sighting of the isolated atoll was next reported

Bond in the English ship Royal Admiral @insch 1893:1)..—

and were duly reported by other Jr.glishcaptains during

century~

in 1792 by Captain

Sightings followed

the remainder of the

These eighteenth century contacts at-enot apart of the oral tradition of

the “mewetak People, end as far as

effect oq:~theirculture. There may

often the case when European ships

can be discerned, had very little, if any
.-

have been some genetic adndxture as was..

visited Pacific Islands. This, howeverj

must remain within the reaLn of speculation..

The early infrequent contacts were followed by more frequent andpurposeiul

visits especially in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Tne islands

of this part of the Pacific were opened up for trade and missionization

during this period.

The Germans formally established their administration over thelkmshall

Islads in 1886 (Finsch 1893:14), w-d Id been trading in the =ea for Ye-

previously.

‘Iiewetallinformants tell of how a German warship put into Enewetak Atoll

shortly after the acquisition of the liarshalls,azndconfirmed the two chiefs

in their authority, giving them medals cf office.

,‘:~~--.,,~-~h+-n.< >-..:.-o-!!lu-,?xd,}.,--- <,‘- ..-~::;-~ ~,:~.~~~_~-!~~:-~-da~~~~~~rle~~~~.;J’s.........-& ‘-.-~..>-“’--

to tent tilemaiidsell the co~ra w,licnWJUIG tie::itia,Lo tine!Gerri!als.Iracs “

goods were advanced the chiefs against the equivalent in future copra production
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Enewetak People thus became involved in the economy of the outside

They began moving from a subsistence economy to a mixed cash and sub-

sistence economy. This brought

sumption pattern.

The Germsns did mt station

changes in the work pattern and ti the con-

=y agent on ‘Ene~etak,nor were there any

resident Europeaas or other aliens. Foreign visitors to Enewetak were in-

frequent during the German period apparently, sncithe inhabitants were left

pretty much to themselves.

The Jspsnese seized Enewetak, along with the rest of

ions”in Micronesia, in the fall

arrived at Enewetak in 1~0 and

sane Japanese traders, and then

arrived later from time to time

strators were appointed.

of lglb. A few Japanese

the German possess-

naval officials

1923 according to hformsnts. They brought

departed for Japan. Japanese warships

for short visits, but no resident admhi-

Enewetak (and Ujilang) unlike the rest of the

istered from the Branch Bureau of the South Seas

Marshalls, were admin-

Administration (IlanyoCho),——

on Ponape Island in the Eastern Carolines. Infrequent trips were made to

Enewetak for administrative and commercial‘purposes.The contact with the

Japanese was very slight = had been the contact with German officials.

There were no Japanese officials of any kind stationed on Enewetak. There

were however a Japanese trader and two Japanese assistants.

The Japanese established no schools on the atoll but several of the

young people were sent to Ponape to attend government and P@estsnt
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In the late 1930s the Imperial Japanese High Command decided iio make

Enerwdak an important link in their strateg for the conquest of the Pacific

area. During tne years 1939-1941 thousands of army, navy, marimet and

engtieer corps personnel, and Korean and Oklnawan laborers poured into

Enewetak. Elaborate fortifications were installed, and a large airfield

was constructed on Enjebi Island. Marshallese youths from all over the

Marshalls were later pressed into service as laborers on the fortifications

on Enewetak. The local people were also conscripted.

These fortifications were assaulted and overcome when United States forces

invaded Enewetak in Febbuary of 194.4.

The Japanese hd refused to allow the remaining M~shallese and Enewetak

People to leave the two main islands of the atoll. It is presumed that tthey

feared the isLanders would contact the enemy forces and furnish them with

information of military val~. Some of tne islanders had already fled to the

smaller islands

lt lo said thati

forces.

and others were able to flee when the bombardment started.

they did provide information of military value to the invading

A number of Marshallese laborers, and natives of Enewetak Atoll were

killed or wounded during the bombardment that preceded the actual invasion

of

is

so

the atoll, and during the subsequent fighting. The traumatic experience

recalled with sadness, and memories of great fear.

After the Americans had secured Enewetak tne Marshallese laborers who

desired, were sent home as soon as possible. The local people were fed

and housed by the Navy. They look back on this period of free and lavish

supplies of food and cLothing, such as they had never seen before, as the

/&
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the occupation of Enewetak

established a huge advance

Atoll; they clesned

base on the atoll

war in the Pacific continued.

Navy continued fceding, clothing, and housi.n~the Enewetak People

Aum5n Island, on their home atoll, until 1946 *en they were moved to

Meik Island on Kwajalein Atoll, over 200 miles to the southeast, in prepar-

ation for the atomic tests to be held on Enewet*.

The Enewetak People remained on Meik

to Aom5n Island where they remained for

had decided to move them to Ujilang and

testing site for atomic weapons.

Ujilang Atoll, whidh was unhhabited

selected as the

home atoll had

Their leaders

for the removal

relocation site for the

for a month. They were then betmrned

less than one year. The U.S.@vernment

to use Enewetak a9 a permanent

at the time, had

displaced Bikini

previously been

People, whose own

been appropriated earlier for atomic experiments.

had been taken to inspect Ujilang, and plans had been made

of the Bikini People to the atoll sfter the brush had been

cleared and a village constructed. The Bikinians were now told thatthey

would not be resettied on Ujil=g but would have to go elsewhere.

of

on

The Navy continued the work of clearing brush and constructing a village

wooden, sheet-metal roofed structures.

The Enewetak People were told to prepare to leave their atoll and relocate

Ujilang. Many of them have told me lfWedid not give the Navy any trouble

I
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on December 21,1947, 142 me~et* People came =hore

> residence on Ujilang. The main isLand, the village site

cleared of brush but was completed latusr.

The coconut trees planted by the Germans and Japanese

to take up permanent

was not yet completely

were still standing

&d bearing. Seedlings of breadfruit and pandanus were bbought ashore and

plsnted. Thus a new Uf e beesn for the uprooted Enewetak People. No American

official remained on Ujilang, nor was there radio communication with the outside

world. There were to ensue long periods of complete isolation=and privation.

The former Enewetak inhabitants attempted

They had, snd still have, several formidable

The most obvious problem, and one which they

to adjust to their new location.

problems with which to cope.

have uppermost in their minds,

is the great disparity in the size of Ujilang and that of Enewetak. The total

dry land area of Ujilang Atoll is onl.yO.67 square miles and much of this is

rocky and poor. The area of the lagoon is only 25.47 squae tiles.

On the other hand, the total dry land area of Enewetak Atoll is 2.26 square

mile=, much of which was well suited for agricultural use.lThe total lagoon

area is 38?.99 square miles. (E&Y= 1%6:2). Both figwes == ob~ously

considerably larger than those for Ujilang. These figures are reflected of

course in the much less abandant production of food, and the food potential

especially from the reefs, lagoon, -d surrounding sea on Ujil=mg.

Logistics is another major problem. The geographical location of Ujilang

in relation to the sources of needed imported foodstuffs and other commodities

is unfavorable.

The trend toward increase in population size and the consequent pressure

upon the r:aturalresvarces has h:=:.2 T:=tr.cr01”c::.n-:m=

1
Less of course the islands that have been destroyed by nuclear
weapons testing or dama~ed in the course of the testing.

@l& *GSIVM
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The administration has attempted to upgrade copra production and subsistence

agriculture for the past several years. There has been a noticeable improvement.

However the Enewetak Peopie certainly

which they would have had if they had

The unfavorable economic situation

do not have the economic advantages

not been uprooted from the larger atoll.

and the persistent desire to return

to Enewet& finally stimulated aggressive action by the peop~e. They threatened

to evacuate the atoll in 1967 and in 1968 the leaders petitioned the United

Nations for assistance in returning to Enewetak. In 1968 they again threatened

to evacuate the

administrateon.

gratia payment

trust fund, the

atoll snd cane to Flajuro.Economic help was given ~hem by khe

Relief shipments of food were sent to the community. ~ ax—

of $1,020,000 was made them in 1969. This was placed in a

interesb of which has helped. Monies were also allocated for

the construction of badly needed public facilities on the atoll. The Ujilang

community assumed the responsibility for doing the =tual labor involved.

These efforts to ameliorate the situation, while welcome, &d not lessen

the desire of the people to return to their ancestral hornelsnd.They continued

to press for this goal. Discussions and meetings were held with government

officials. The long awaited answer reached 14ajuroon April 19th 1972 when

the High Commissioner informed the District Administrator that Enewetak

Atoll wouldbe returnedto its former inhabit=ts in 1973.

This marked the beginning of anew and better life for these displaced

people, and an end to their long years of exile.
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CONCLUS1ON

Attitudes of the %ewetak People

The atoll of Znewetak, from which the inhabitants were uprooted over a

quarter

People,

Ujilang

of a century a;o, is a “paradise lost” to

who now live on the much smaLLer and much

desperately want, indeed yearn, to retnmn

these exiles. The Snewetak

less productive atoll of

to their ancestral homeland.

They have stated

with the work of

The people are

that they wish to

rehabilitation as

naturally greatly

send an advance party to the atoll to help

soon as the programkgins.

concerned, indeed disturbed, about the

damage and destruction to the atoll. Sntire islands are missing, destroyed

completely by nuclear testing. others have be~n reduced to sandsp~ts, en~

still others have been severely damaged.

They are very worried about the threat of additional damage and destlluction

by the PACE ~rogram (Pacific Craterin~ Experiments). ~~program which they

have unanimously and unequivocally denounced and rejected. However they have

a positive approach to the rehabilitation of the atoll. They want the work

to be started as soon as possible.

The relinquishment of ‘R&hi Atoll b~ the military, the cleanup and agri-

cultural program there and the planned future return of the eXiled Bikini

People to their home atoll have deepened the disconteri.tof the Enewetak

People with their lot over the past few yea-s. The

of the relinquishment of dnewetak this year and the

official announcemat

preliminary discussions

and m:etings regai-din~the rehabilitation of tinewetakhave intensified the

attitudes of the ;neifetakpeople conccrnin,~return to their atoll.

Thq’yfeel that their return to their ancestral horxelandis long overdua.
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the atoll. The leaders have so stated on several occasions. Those few who.

have jobs and i-n~erestse@~I@e rl~%-leave titer a visit but they will

want to establi~h their ald lad cLaims and see wna~ the atoll Looks Like

Island (lJavid)to prepare tile islzmd Ior hioitatio~lad to be atilable for

the rehabilitation of the atoll. They have inked’.that hbout fifty. people
m

{.>be senb to the islmd. The facilities available, scope of work, ad

A complete :mti‘Jp-Lo-date census i;ldein early iiovember 1972 produced

the followin~ d=ta:

‘Jnemtal<I’eople i~lrLivir.zoD-
11 It ,( !1 tr

It !! II II 1!

II :1 II II ;1

it tl It II 11

It II !? !l !!. . .

GrZ.fi.d ,[:~t al-:

l)oll A..cs-
~—
,.,-_/T’..._:..,. .+ ” ..,.....<. . )

,: . 2 .. 1 : .. . . . . . . . . . . . L“--,

;.:x..,OL
,.

_:.:;J!2:”b~L.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~
,..

.—. —..-,. ’~.. 1.:...”.(L 2.Ld. L....*.* . . . ...*...* i.j2

..
*
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The pepplation is, as cm. be seen, about evenly divided as to sex. It

iS a ‘youngpopulation wit ‘hnay yourrgchildren and vwy few old people.

A complete census @lib tilename, age, sex, zvd Iocaiion of each person as

of November lY72 is attached to this report. ‘i!hesedata can be used for

more detailed statistical .brd<do’~~ arrdevaluatim ii’so desired.

The

of the

record

Enewetak population shares the upward populztiori

Marshall Islands and iiicronesia.This is clearly

SS fO 11oIJS:

trend of the rest

seen m the census
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The Gene Pool

As far as we know the gene pool of the,.
A,.-
after centuries of isolation, during the

Enewetak People

German period.

with the people of Ujilang, zrome of whom married into the Enewetak group

snd moved to Enewetak with their Enewetak spouses snd children. Mzwria==s

with other outsiders, inostlyCarolinians from the Ponape District followed,

especially during the Japanese period. Several males from tne Ponape District

took up residence on Enewetak and remained there with their spouses and child-

rien .

Improvement

children went

of

to

transportation facilitated travel. A number of Enewetak Atoll

school on Ponape. There was an increase iw:fisitors to the

atoll from tne Marshalls and from the Ponape District. These factors contri-

buted to outmarriage and change in the gene pool, as they do today. It is

highly probable that this trend will continue. (The census

this paper reflect this trend). Non+fiuronesian Mongoloid

components which are not tabulated in the census data have

to the Enewetak gene pool.

There has been a marked increase in movement outside of

Ujilang with residence elsewhere within the past decade or

data included in

and Caucasoid

also been added

the atoll of

so. A small group

of Encwetak People live on Majuro, and a number

on that atoll. Gutmarriages have resulted from

This trend will also probably cbritinue.However

of children attend schools

this change in residence.

the najority of the people
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Land use rights are possessed by p=mple in ~.ojiethan one piece of land and

on differmL islads timoughout t’heatoll. ‘i%eserights are owned and held

by kin &rOU@ ● The land parcels am worked by Lllemembers of the lineage

Which holds these rights wMch are inheri%ed at Liirthprimrily. The traditional

pattern of habitation is for households {i,xily ~roups) to live

lsnd, not Ln a villa~e cluster. That is, to live iu a scattered

The coi~un~t:f buiLCEW;S, d~~rdi, school, dispensary, w-wehome,

on their

pattern.

end the

like are however normally centralized for cmvenience and access to all.

This pattern is obviously desirable frm the poir.t of tiew of env4rm-

mntal s~.itation md public health. It is the pattern followed on Uji?lmg

today and will probably be

The typical i;arshallese

land stretching :>crossthe

perpetuated m Ijnewetaks

land hol~din~; , or w!!,to) cmsists of a strip of

island from la.;oonto oceany and varying in size

from about one to five or nore

ecological zones of the islmd

holdin~ ~rou~~,the line~~e, as

zcres ir.extent. illsresources of all of the

are thus available to each corporate land

wel~ as ready access to both lagoon md

ocean beach. This method of equitale tistributio~lof natural res~~ce~ is

snalogous to that involved in strip famin: in medieval h-rope.

of resources prev=iled -inatiriwlnal P.arwiizand @StS

atolls today.

lmd parcel is diI:iLed into two or u-oreportions with
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the position of the lazd holdings. This has bem done by the Bikini

People after practically all other markers had been obliterated. The

returning Enewetak People will presumably do likewise.

The location of boundaries is common knowledge within the community,

and ‘boundary p-~shing,ltwhich is practiced in other parts of Micronesiay

is practically unheard of in the Marhhalls. Each land parcel has its own

name and history of the circumstances under which it came intb the lineage

which now controls it. This information is also a very important part of

the corpus of knowledge of the atoll.community. It is not written down

but is transmitted orally from .generaticnto generation.

At the “~ewetak Rehabilitation Planning Conference held in Honolulu,

February 21-22, 1973 the following statement regarding future village

settlement pattern was made by Ujilang (Znewetak)Magistrate Smith Gideon:

~ We ~the Enewetak Atoll People 7 held three n.~etingsprior to
my de~arture fron Lljilangfor th~s meeting. ‘~~edecided what the
s~ttl~ebt ;pattem.j.the village locations would be on dne-wetak
in the futureO The are: one on Anjebi Island, one on i“ledren
Island (Parry), and one on Enewetak island.
Japtan (?lavld)will be = tmwmuw locetion from the beginning
of the progrsm. The workers from Ujilang will be housed there.
They will wait on Japtan, and will live there until the rest of
the atoll is ready for occupancy.n

The Magistrate, and Scribe John Abraham also made it clear that while

the village sites would be as indicated, all of the islands (and reefs)

of the atoll would be used and exploited ~ter the people have returned

to Enewetak.

They emphasized tne fact that the dedision of settlement pattern had

been reached by the community on Ujilang following a series of lengthy
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I predict that the ‘temporary” settlement on Japtan, at present a very

pleasat island with good facilities, will

If the mount of radioactivity on Enjebi

this the, and for a significant period of

become a permanent settlement.

uhould prevent habitation at

time in the future, the estab-

olishmentof a settlement there of course will not be possible. The Ajebi

People may decide to live on Enewetak IsLand, this is most probable, because

of the excellent facilities there, or on another island in the

sector of the atoll within their traditional sphere. It should

that this sector has suffered the most damage from tne atial&ar

program.

It should be

one settlement

over a quarter

noted that the Enewetak Atoll People have lived

on one island on Ujilang

of a century. A boundary

main island with half of the island and

ted to each group. (See }Iapl;umber4).

northern

be noted

weapons testing

together in

Atoll as smatter of expediency. for

was set through the middle of the

half of the satellite islands alloca-

The community buildings: church,school,

dispensary, meeting ~council) house, and warehouses are located on the common

area nea~ the dividing line. This arrangement has apparently wrked out

very well.

The definitive answer to the question of settlement pattern upon return to

Enewetak, if any obstacles to the present planning occur, must of course

come from the people themselves.

Pattern of Exploitation of the Natuaal Resources
Economic Potential
.,,-..J-.)The coconut trees and other food bearing trees and plants have been almost

completely destroj-edon Enewetak Atoll. Most of the islands have becom,eover-

grown with vegetation, and are littered with debris which must be removed before

replant~~q cam begin. This will be a forn~.d~.hle:.a.?~Vh.{ch%$LIL1r,~.~~~,<@-:~,~~

ibis btiliprovide a cash
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-income, some skills training, and a tremendous psychological boost to them. It—. .

will be of great value to the planners and directors of the rehabilitation program

ruined for ag.ri culture.1;X-uq;oses2.sa ?eml% of the fXp10 SiOil Of atmKiC

weapons.
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intensively.

A semi-miggmtoq-

in that tileOtllm’

from time to the.

form of exploitztiiono-ithe uatural resources is followed

<.1-.)~qlaller or so.iel’~iteie~,~.s o~“., the atoll are visited

‘Theh01dm23 of land rigi~tsin these islands make copra
,
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The Hiet

It is difficult to estimate the degree of utilization of local versus

imported foods. One can sqy however that the Enewetak People will we

~ported foods to a much greater degree than they did before they were

moved from the atoll. This is the trend throughout the Narshalls. It is

seen in the orientation toward a cash econo~, based upon copra production

and wage Labor. The ‘aewetak People have a cash income from trust finds of

over $60,000 per year with which to buy imported foods and other items.

The proceeds from copra sales are also used for these purchases.

Rj.ce,fLour, sugar, coffee, tea, canned meats, canned milk and otner ttans

are staples M the diet of the Enewetak PeopLe and have been for many years.

They cannot be considered to be luxuries. Rice is eaten in lazzpequantities

often three times a day.

It is likely that the abundance of fish and shellfish

mean a raduction in the purchase of tamed fish, and even

availability of pork and domestic fowl locaLVy would also

canned

The

canned

meat purchases.

use of wildfowl

meat purchases.

quite expensive in the

and tu-ties will also probably

It should be noted that canned

on “Aewetak will

canned meat. The

probably affect

mean a decrease in

meats and fish are

MarshaLls. These, and other consumer goods must be

5@prted over vast distances. This is reflected in the cost to the consumer

on the atolls, especially the outer atolls.

There will probably be a marked increase in the amount of marine prodc.cts

eaten because more wi.il be available. This is of course because of the muc-n

..<. , .-. . ~ ., .,- . . . ..-- . . . . ., .,.- ., :-. ..... . .. . . . . .

~ ~-yk ~
- . -.. ’.:=j( ;. .2 .. ‘: : . . . . . . . . . . .-, !.-
U.. ,. ’..’ . . . . . . . . . .. L- .-.. =.$

land aea of Zneuetak Atoll.
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It is anticipated that a great deal more impprted foods such as rice =d

flnnr will be consumed to replace tne

will not be available on Enewetak for

mounts of lodal vegetable foods that

a number of years.

It will more than likely be necessary to institute a supplemental feeding

program to supplement these needs as part of the rehabilitation program.

As indicated earlier coconuts, pandanus, arrowroot and breadfruit sre

the main vegetable foods used. Bananas, squash, and papaia are used but to

a lesssr extent. Pandanus and arrowroot were especially important on Enewetak

and grew in large numbers. Breadfruit and taro and bananas were rare but the

people have developed these plats on Ujilang. They like them and will want

to have them upon their return to Enewetak.

One csn safely assume that if locaL foods are

eVOritual~, the people will eat theLl,as well as

enjoy both kinds of foods and will not allow any

possess techniques for processing md preserving

breadfruit, pandarms, and arrowroot.

available, as they will be

the imported foods. They

of it to go to waste. They

swplus crops such as

The agricultural resources on Enewetak Atoll tod~, in dramatic contrast

to the marine resources, are practically nonexistent. There are a very few

bearing coconut trees. There are to my knowledge no edible vakieties of

pamianus. There are no breadfruit trees, nor any other food bearing trees

or plants with the excepti.onof a negligible amount of Wrowroot.

Various kinds of plants are used in the preparation of medicines. Thase

are used both interr.allyand externally. The Marshal lese pharmacopoeia ‘incLucks

the ubiquitous Tournefortia./l~lesserschmidia7 arf~entia$ Sca8vola frUteSCeM )
-—

eIconomyand the culture.
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Of special interest to the marine biologist is the fact that practically

aLl marine products are eaten by the Enewetak 1’eople (and the rest of the

Marshallese). There are a few exceptions however. These include: Sea cucumbers

(Holothuria), and rays of all species found in the M=sh~ils. Puffer fish (WA)

are recognized as deadly poison smd me never eaten.

Ciguatera is found on Enewetak Atoll (or was when the people lived there)

according to reliable informants from that atoll. The fish effected include:

Ban (Red snapper), Idl (Mullet),Mao (Blue parrotfish), Jawe (Bass), Iilououj

(Pink parrotfish), Utbt (?), Ewti (?), and Drep (Moray ml).

Informants have told me that tne poisonous fish on Enewetak Atoll were

found on the windward side primarily. They were allegedly found in the Enjebi

area and islands on the eastern (windward) side of the atoll. It is said that

the leeward side, toward the south and west of the atoll was relatively free

of fish poisoning. Poisonous fish (Iik karek) are stid to live in both the—.

ocean snd lagoon reef area.

(Identification (English nsmes) are from Report of a Survey of the Fish

Poisoning Problem in the YiarshallIsLands, US DPFZ2?PHS, Jan.1%9, llimeo.)

The heads of fish are considered to be delicacies and the internal.organs

(heart, liver, and brain) are eaten. The intestines of fish are not eaten

but the intestines of turtles are consumed, after cleaning

either boiling or bakdng.

All kinds of shellfish are eaten and everything but the

and washing and

t?bl~k partlsof

clams is consumed. The best area for clams and other shellfish is said to

have be-m in the area destroyed by the nuclear tests, h. the northwestern

~–.-~. n :.:;-,,7....1~?......U.;!rc- .. -Atoll ?“’??~~+?lQ is].a~.tsof Jlukl.ah and Dreldrelbwi.fl form’erly
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Sharks are eaten by the Enewetak Atoll People. They learned how to prepare

them and eat them from Carolinims during the

Porpoises are eaten. They are a deLicacy as

They were caught in droves or surround method

come into the lagoon through the Bik@n Island

German period.

in the rest of the Xarshalls.

(jiW). The porpoises would

pass.Itxas their most usual

entry point. When sighted, the men would go out W their large sailing canoes

and herd the animals into the beach area. Some of the men would jump overboard

and clap stones together under water. This would frighten the porpoises ‘into

the beach where tllq would strand themselves and be captured.

Wlhaleswere wery occasionally stranded on Enewet*9 They were eaten when

and if the people could get to them before the meat spoiled.

It should be mentioned that the Lnewetak Feople and the.rest;of’the’e

Marshallese do not like food that is l!hi~h’~,that is, that has started to

spoil. Their fish, meat, and other foods are eaten only if fresh. This is in

contrast to the Trukese for example who have a taste for food that is Wigh.~!’

The Enewetak People and other Nazzshallese,and other Micronesia groups

eat their fish raw as wall as cooked. Harine products are aLso preserved by

sun drying, salting> and SmOkiIl~o

The monitor lizards (Varanus indicus) which were imported by tineJapanese—.

to curb rodents were never eaten by the local people or by other lIWSh~LkSO.

Some of these reptiLes have been reported on Japtan Island within recent

years. The people dislike tnem and are a.zraidof then.

The ihewetak People eat the coconut crab (Birgus Iatro) which is considered.—

C crabs a~e used for fish bait onhy.a delicacy. Other species o.
.->, fi:+,/(,r-,.’,/ltd.) $r->/’.r>/.fll,.!’..

... - ;..;.,:..I!..>cwl{~:04 3.J,.i,-.72.1’3.-. ,. .. ....!...._”..,,

~.,,.;‘M,<rU* -..,..” X’z ;:3tez:t::Lo:;:v:?!-.
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Some of the Znewetak People eat dogs. They also learned this from Trwkese

snd Fonapesns while at school on Ponqe. The younger people mostly eat dogs.

Other 1’l*shailesedo not eat these animaLs.

The intestines of pigs are eaten by the 3newetak People. They are cleaned
.

and washed and either boiled or baked. This was learned from people from

Truk and Ponape who had learned to eat pig intestties from Filipinos living

on their islands. The &newetak ?eople also learned to eat the heads of pigs.

Previously they had discarded the heads with the

~k.
for other Narshallese as well. f Internal organs:

are eaten by the Enewetak PeopLe and the rest of

intestines. This is tr-de
kidneys

brain, liver,/~~t

the I.iarshallese.

I

I

I

I

I
I
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Agricultural Rehabilitation

@ mentionad previously, the Rnewetak returnees Willmndoubtedly want all

of the islands to be planted wherever possible. This means that ail debris

till have to be removed, as was done on Bikini.Atoll. All brush will have

to be cleared except for the important shelter belt on fineocean sides of

the islands, and other protective vegetative cover as deemdnecessary by

the agricultural experts.

The Enewetak People will, of course, want the surface

to be restored to its origina~ condition where possible.

of the atoll terrain

This meanS of COUr~e

that gullies and depressions and large holes must be filled and leveled as

was ~so done on Bikini in the course of tne ~cleanupllprogram of 1969.

It is expected that coconut groves will be plated initially as has been

done on Bikini. This is the most important and arduous part of the agricul-

tural rehabilitation.

All of the food plants mantioned

people, and others, such as lime trees

diet.

previously will be desired by tne

may be introduced to supplement the

The Ilaewetakleaders have stated tnat the Znewetak People wish to b=”om

directly imolved in the work of A~ricultural rehabilitation of their atoll,

as of course they must be. It will be to the obvious advantage of tne Adnini--

stration to have these weal organized and enthusiastic people do thework

rather than to bring in outsiders.

It will be of mutual advantage to have the Lnewetak People heLp to rehabili-

tate their atoll.

........-,..:
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Possible Proscription of Use of Islands
.

Although tne Gnewetak People will want to visit ail of the islands and

islets in

if any of

tion, the

for their

itself. A

the atoll and to exploit their natural resources, I believe that

these areas wme found to be hazardous because of remaintig radia-

people would compfi~with tiherestrictions which tzeuldbe necessary

safety. This would be a matter of local policing by the community

thorough explanation should be made

lsn=mage that they can underhand so that the

striations would be be clearly underspend and

to the entire commu.nitiyin

reasons for imposing such re-

appreciated by everyone. This

same procedure should apply to any restrictions ati~st eating certain foods

produced on EbWretak.

Mr*To~ McCraw did an excellent job in explaining the radiolo~lcal.

hazards and prohibitions on %ikini to the Bikini exiles on Kill.iIsland

in 1966. His advice should be solicited if the situation on Enewetak should

warrant it.
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