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Unites States. In order to understand the present situation, we must examine

the history of this group, and how they arrived at their present location.
A summary of pertinent events is herewith presented.

The Enewetak People say that they have always lived on Enewetak Atoll zs
far as they know, and that "there have always been two chiefs (Efﬂii) and
two groups, because there are two big islands: Enjebi and iZnewetak.n
(At one time in the distant past there was a third socio-political unit on
the southeastern part of the atoll, called Wurrin. This was absorbed by the
Enewetak group). The people state that they are the people of Znjebi Island
and the people of Enewetak Island who lived on the atoll of Enewetak. They
claim that the two groups have never warred against each other but have
always cooperated vaery closely.

(For all practical purposes the Enewetak People are oﬁe group today. This
is due to intermarriage over the years and the intense in-group feeling the
people have).

According to those who know the history of their people; the chiefs, the
wise old men and women, and those few of the younger people who have learned
the ancient lore from their elders, four separate groups of lMarshallese
arrived on Enewetak Atoll before the coming of the Buropeans. These came from
the atolls of Bikini, Ujae, Hotto,‘and other atolls many miles to the é;st of
Enewetak, These invaders, apparently castaways, either fought the Znewetak
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In the late 1930s ﬁne Imperial Japaﬁese High Cormand decided to make
Enewetak an important link in their strategy for the conquest of the Pacific
area., During tne years 1939~1941 thousands of army, navy, marine, and
engineer corps personnel, and Korean and Qkinawan laborers poured into
Enewetak. Elaborate fortifications were installed, and a large airfield
was constructed on Enjebi Island. Marshallese youths from all over the
Marshalls were later pressed into service as laborers on the fortifications
on Enewetak, The local people were also conscripted.

These fortifications were assaulted and overcome when United States forces
invaded Enewetak in Febvuary of 19uli.

The Japanese had refused to allow the remaining Marshallese and Enewetak
People to leave the two main islands of the atoll. It is presumed that tthey
feared the islanders would contact the enemy forces and furnish them with
information of military valie. Some of tne islanders had already fled to the
smaller islands and others were able to flee when the bombardment started,

It is said that they did provide information of military value to the invading
forces.,

A number of Marshallese laborers, and natives of Enewetak Atoll were
killed or wounded during the bombardment that preceded the actual invasion
of the atoll, and during the subsequent fighting. The traumatic experience
1svrecalled with sadness, and memories of great fear.

After the Americans had secured Enewetak the Marshallese laborers who
so desired, were sent home as soon as possible. The local people were fed
and housed by the Navy. They look back on this period of free and lavish

supplies of food and clothing, such as they had never seen before, as the
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On December 21,1947, 142 Enewetak People came ashore to take up permanent
residence on Ujilang. The main island, the village site was not yet completely
cleared of brush but was completed laber.

The coconut trees planted by the Germans and Japanese were still standing
and bearing. Seedlings of breadfruit and pandanus were bpought ashore and
pianted. Thus a new life began for the uprooted Enewetak People. No American
official remained on Ujilang, nor was there radio communication with the outside
world. There were to ensue long periods of complete isolation;and privation.

The former Enewetak inhabitants attempted to adjust to their new location.
They had, and still have, several formidable problems with which to cope.

The most obvious problem, and one which they have uppermost in their minds,
is the great disparity in the size of Ujilang and that of Enewetak. The tobal
dry land area of Ujilang Atoll is only 0.67 square miles and much of this is
rocky and poor. The area of the lagoon is only 25.47 square miles.

On the other hand, the total dry land area of Enewetak Atoll is 2.26 square
miles, much of which was well suited for agricultural use.lThe total lagoon
area is 387.99 square miles. (Bryan 1946:2). Both figures are obviously
considerably larger than those for Ujilang. These figures are reflected of
course in the much less abundant production of food, and the food potential,
especially from the reefs, lagoon, and surrounding sea on Ujilang.

Logistics is another major problem. The geographical location of Ujilang
in relation to the sources of needed imported foodstuffs and other commodities
is unfavorable,

The trend toward increase in population size and the consequent pressure
upon the natural resources has Dacn 2 nalter 0l CoUnerii.

1

Less of course the islands tuat have been destroyeu oy nuclear
weapons testing or danaged in the course of the testing,
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took up residence on Enewetak and remained there with their spouses and child=-

gen.

Improvement of transportation facilitated travel. A number of Enewetak Atoll
children went to school on Ponape. There was an increase inv¥isitors to the
atoll from the Marshalls and from the Ponape District. These factors contri-
buted to outmarriage and change in the gene pool, as they do today. It is

highly probable that this trend will continue. (The census data included in

this paper reflect this trend). Non-Mieronesian Mongoloid and Caucasoid
é components which are not tabulated in the census data have also been added
to the Enewetak gene pool.
There has been a marked increase in movement outside of the atoll of
Ujilang with residence elsewhere within the past decade or so. A small group
of Enewetak People live on Majuro, and a number of children attend schools

on that atoll., Outmarriages have resulted from this change in residence,

This trend will also probably cintinue., However the majority of the people
live permanently on Ujilang Atoll today. It is highly probable that they

will follow the pattern of remaining together after return to Enewetak.
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additional change to the Enewetak gene pool in the years to come.
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Seitlement Pattern

Land use rights are possessed by people in more than one piece of land and
on differc¢nt islands throughout the atoll. These rights are owned and held
by kin groups. The land parcels are worked by bthie members of the lineage
which holds these rizhts which are inherited al birth primarily. The traditional
pattern of habitabion is for houscholds (family groups) bo live on their
land, not in a village cluster. That is, to live in a scattered pattern.
The community buildings, church, school, dispensary, wanchouse, and the
like are however normally centralized for convgnience and access to all.

This pattern is obviously desirable from the point of view of enverpn-
mental sanitation and public health, It is the pattern followed on Ujilmng
Yoday and will probably be perpetuated on inewetak.

The typical fiarshallese land holding, or wiito , consists of a strip of
land stretching scross the island from laoon to ocean, and varying in size
from about one to five or more acres in extent. The resources of all of the
ecological zones of the islond are thus available Lo each corporate land
holding group, the lineage, as well as ready access to both lagoon and
ocean beach. This method of equitable distribution of natural resources is
analagous to that involved in strip farming in medieval Zurope.

A similar allocation of resources prevailed in aboriginal Hawali, and existis
on other ilicroncsian atolls today.

Infrequently, tiie land parcel is diviced into two or nore portions with

transverse boundary lines. Tnis usuaily cccurs when the island is a very

v

wide one. The whic -boundariss are narked by lily plants (Crinum asiaticum),

<, -
msd Yoafed claenn (rasl b REeASAY e Sescontly by slashes on the brunks

OL COCOIMLLT LXnzotie LT T Ll L e Sl e e el Dl RS EEPES I $ 05161 SR CTe NN Y

poB ARCEIVES






— - B
TR T Fo TMe o TS BT, . AT Ll

a pa & [ o I NG ov ¥, —voum -
pleasant island with good facilities, will beéome a permanent settlement.

If the amount of radioactivity on Enjebi mhould prevent habitation at
this time, and for a significant period of time in the future, the estab-
lishment of a settlement there of course will not be possible. The Znjebi
People may decide to live on Enewetak Isiand, this is most probable, because
of the excellent facilities there, or on another island in the northern
sector of the atoll within their traditional sphere. It should be noted
that this sector has suffered the most damage from the nuoleer weapons testing
program.

It should be noted that the Enewetak Atoll People have lived together in
one settlement on one island on Ujilang Atoll as a matter of expediency. for
over a quarter of a century. A boundary was set through the middle of the
main island with half of the island and half of the satellite islands alloca-

ted to each group. (See Map Number L). The community buildings: church,school,
dispensary, meeting fcouncil) house, and warehouses are located on the common
area near the dividing line, This arrangement has apparently w rked out
very well, |

The definitive answer to the question of settlement pattern upon return to

Enewetak, if any obstacles to the present planning occur, must of course
come from the people themselves,
Pattern of Exploitation of the Natumal Resources

Economic Potentiat
»eoThe coconul trees and other food bearing trees and plants have been almost

completely destroyed on Enewetak Atoll., Most of the islands have become over-
grown with vegetation, and are littered with debris which must be removed bafore

replanting can bezin. This will be a formidable %ask which will exend over 2
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The visits to these isiands vary in durabion according to the amount of
work to be accomnlished or the anount of food available on the island.

Weather conditions sre alse a determining Zactor. ravel to or from the

main settlenent ic sownctinies wflceasible due to unfavorable weather.

AU o U ML S L Lo CoU € Lok WL L Vo & SO ooOn Uk U OVo Rk OOUnNCwIT SRk U

the islands of Imewetzi Atoll throusghout the year and every year.
The Bnewetalk Vrople are nighl; oriented toward the sea and lagcon and

like to travel. Tidls crivntatiocn mnd pabbern will wndounovtedly continue

after the roiurn vo sacwobal. I believe thal curiocusit

wore than guerter of o century absence on the naet of the older gonersbion
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& dnewetax reoplé cav aogs. lney also Learned this trom Trukese

and Ponapeans while at school on Ponape. The younger people mostly eat dogs.

Other Marshailese do not eat these animals.

The intestines of pigs are eaten by the Znewstak People. They are cleaned
and washed and either bolled or baked. This was learned from people from
Truk and Ponape who had learned to eat nig intestines from Filipinos living
on their islands. The Znewetak People also learned to eat the heads of pigs.
Previously they had discarded the heads with the intestines. This is true
for other Harshallese as well./ Internal organs: brain, liver,/and heart

are eaten by the Enewetak People and the rest of the larshallese,
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