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9 April 1954

SUEJELT: Reports on Evacuation of Natives and Su
s?% ;:sev’mlMarshall Island Atolls

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters, 3-3/’729.3,subject:
Radiological.Surveys of Several Marshall Island titolis,ciated18 March 1954
(Secret, Restricted Data).

2. Attached herewith for your information and retention are COPXS of
additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference. ‘“

3. In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-
graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial pre-evacuation
sumeys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and
white prints of the still.photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will not be of pxw-
fessional quality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the ove#~
photographic coverage. Distribution will be made appxmximately SO April
19%$ availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:
C/S USA (Wgt ), DldA(AE?2), DBM (Am), HICOMTERPACIS, CINCPAC, C~CpACFLT ~
ChAFSWP, COMNAVSTAKWAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and quality,
and motion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with k- T to
CJTF SEVEN Opex%tion Order 3-53. Particular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, Annex T covering Distribution and Contxml of photographic
materials by the Atomic lhergy Commission and the Department of Defmse.
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- DISTRIBUTION:
CTG 7*1 (30 c s)

TCTG 7.2 (1 Cy

CTG 7.3 (1 Cy)
CTG 7.4 (~ Cy)

cm 7.5 (1 Cy)
CINCPAC (1 Cy)

. CINCPACFLT (1 Cy)

HICOMTERPACIS (1 Cy)

COMNAVSTAKVAJ (1 W)
DMA/AEC (1 Cy )

DBM/AEC (1 Cy)

Ch AFW?P (~ Cy)

CG FldComd (DI_zT)(1 w)
C/S USA, Etigt (1 cY)
LASL H Div (1 Cy)

HASL, WOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 CYS)
USS RENSHAIJ(DDE-499)(~ c )

Juss PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 CY
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449)(1 W)

9 Incls:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 Mar 54, dtd 5 Mar 549
Report by CO USS RiNSHW, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll,
4 Mar 54, dtd 18Mar 1954.
Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1st Ind by
CTC 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54)sbasic ~tr Ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-llMar 54, dtd 20Mar 54.
Report byCOUSS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54? dtd 28 Mar 54*
Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap f~toll
26Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.
M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
M/R: Kwajalein NYOO Flight ABLE Results.
Drinking \iaterSamples (Analysis Report).
Soil Samples (Analysis Report).

Declassified
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CcrU d FLeet Post Olllce
SW. Fr~.mzsco, Calxornxz .

DDE498:VLM:GWA:Wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

5 Mar 1954

From Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3March 1954;
report of

Ref:

[
a)
b)

Encl: (1)

(2)

(3)

COMTASKGROUP 7.3 Disp 020848Z of March 1954
COM JTF SEVEN Disp 021225Z of March 1954

Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atoll
Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelq
end Ailinginae AtOl18

Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Island ~

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got undemwy from =.
Bikini at 2145M on 2 March end arrived and enchored off Rongelap Island “
in the lagoon et 073W on 3 March. APBM-5A (VP-29) aircrafts No. 2085~
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwejalein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP anchored. Prior to anchoring, the PBM, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorough reconnaissance flight around
the atoll. Also on departure the previous evening, the Commending
Officer of the PC 1646 offered much valuable navigational and general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive officers
Radiological Safety Officer ~d a three man monitoring teem proceeded
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM and picked up Mr. Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar iJeBrum,Marshellese int-
erpreter. The beaoh was such as to allow en easy close-in landing with-
out denger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the beaoh by John, the Magistrate of l?ongelap.
Monitoring of the island commenced immediately. On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order.
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr. Wilds ~th the gen-
ercil”picturebased on monitoring information, and on being informed that
Commander Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the aatual evacuation
should be requested by trust territory officials, Mr. wilds was very
emphatic regarding the need for evac*~ation. Through the interpreter

DeCla33ifi~
DOD DJR52m~o De&ssif,L,.
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DDE498:VU4:GWA:wk
HZ-1
Serial: 001
5 Mar 1954

it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll and that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose. Mr. Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate end was of much assistance as also was LCDR
V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose MoJuro Island
Government background proved very helpful in convincing the Mar-
shallese that they should leave.

4. The information that the people wuuld leave Rongelap was passed
v~ry quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as tho
only baggage since the monitors readings indicated a high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings. It ifl

considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception.
This procedure expedited the entire operation.

5. It was decided to utilize the PBM to transport the elderly and the ~
sick to Kwajalein. John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party ‘:
~--~embarked in the aircraft in about en hour end a half after the
party first landed. These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is forvarded herewith.

6. Fortunately, the Marshallese were not reluctant to leave the island.
The magistrate explained that the people had been sick end he obviously
deduced that all of the people would soon be provided the necessary
medical care. John was apprehensive about the safety of his boat, a
30 foot sloop. The sloop was towed by the shipts whale boat to a better
lee. Two anchors were dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground.

7, The forty eight (48) remaining M~rshallesa were transported via two
:’hiplswhale boats to the PHILIP. Names of evacuees are listed in
enclosure (l).

8. De-contamination of the Marshallese commenced immediately upon em”
barkation, Routes had been previously established and the de-contcmina-
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the de-contamina-
tion center (after crewfs washroom). Clothing wQs plnced in two ‘“ID C=s
aft and after a thorough shower clean clothes were readily available at
the exit. The crzw donated sufficient white and dung-e~ trousers~
dungaree and “T’tshirts without which the de-contamination could not have
been as effective.



9. Women

Serial: 001
5 Mar 1964

end children were billated in the torpedo room and the
men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tctrpaulinrigged on the
01 level betmeen the stacks. Cots were available as seatg in both
locations. The after officerts heid and washroom, a short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children. The men had the use of the after crew~s head and washroom.
The separation of the Marshallese was mandatory due to the limited
space available in the torpedo room. A continuous 24 hour sentxy
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and

10.
The
the
The
Hot
all

11.

to assist in any requests made by the Marshallese.

All children were providad milk shortly after da-contamination.
Marshallese went through tha regular mess line for meals and had
same ration as the craw. The meat course was the least popular.
msjority of the party asked for more soup, bread ond vegetables.
soup was most in demand. Ice cream was the natured favorite of
the children.

The contsmincitedclothing was washed in the shipts laundry with --

a strong soap solution, dried, pressed and returned within four hours
after the party embarked.

12. Sleeping accommodations, although crovr%d, were considered adaquate,
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) scratchers wero set up in the torpedo room
and the remnining deck spaca covered with kapok life jackets. The men
slept on the fantail undar the deck awning. Life jackats proved to be
comfortable pallets and are axcellent insulation against warm or damp
decks. With th~ abova arrangements each parson had a sleeping space.

13.

Q

PBM planeCommander reported that he thought he szw some peopla
on En ae ok Island (Rongalap Atoll). A pmty, including John and Oscar
DeBrum, he interpreter, landed on this island at 03124531. A thorough
search wzs made but no Marshallese #re located. Tha Magistrate insured
thz search party that he was ctirtainthat there were no persons there
since a boat was not nearby. Zonitor team readings tidicc.tadon average
of 3.02 Roentgens, with n moximum reading of 3.65 Roantgcns. Monitor
tem statistics are included in enclosure (2). It WQS lucky that this
island was not inhabita~.

14. Six (6) sampl~s of water taken from walls on Rongclap have baen
forwarded in compliance with reference (b). Approximate locations of
wells are indicnted in enclosure (3).

Declassified
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15. The ship then proco~ded to Ailinginao Atoll. The ?agistrato
believed it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island. A party WM
lnnded, conducted a thorough search but found no ono. Tho ship ra-
mained in the vicinity of Enibuk while tha two whnle boats procoodod
to Sifo Island, A sloop was sighted cnchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Island. The party lnnded snd John the Ma istrate once again explained

?)the need for leaving Rongelap. Eighteen 18 Marshallese wore trms-
ported from this island. Both this group, and John, assured tho party
that there were no Marshallese on any of the other islands ,andthe
avacu~tion WRS considered complatod. The sloop was anchored off tho
island in a good lee. The smne procedures for handling the 18 wacueos
from Sifo were followed as describad in the prccaeding paragraphs.

16’. The PIIILIPdeparted from {Lilinginaeat 1800M on 3 March and arrived
It the Naval Station Kwqjclein at 0830M on 4 !harch. The Marshalloso
ware disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Naval _
Dispensary. On nrrivcl, the PHILIP was visited by Commander, Navel
Station, Kw~alein , cnd repreeontativos of Commander Joint Task Force -
SEVEN. --

17. In spite of the willingness of tho people ta leave their homes
there was Uriderstandabloconcern over the safety of the two sloops left
behind & Rongelap and Sifo. Thaso boats are a community asset for
hauling copra and returning tho basic food staples~ medicines ~d
clothing during the period that Trust Territory field trip ships ara
not available. Thero was a considerable amount of copra in a drying
shed on Eniaetok ond a smoll~r amount on Sifo. It was most disheartening
to the Magistrate to leave the copra behind sincehc himself had prepared
the copra on Eninstok last week. All livestock, including about one
hundred chickens ~d ten pigs were abandoned on Rongelap* Two dogs ~re
also laft on the island. Since the people wor~ not given an estimate of
the duration of their evacuation, the concern ovc,rthe above items till
no doubt increase as the absence from their homos grows longer.

18. It is recommended that aircraft periodically chock the condition
of the two sloops at Rongelap and Sifo. It is further recommended that
some consideration be given to the transfer of livestock, copra and
personal belongings ox Rongelap, Sifo, Eniaetok. There iS n Possibility
th~t these ~imalg could be of much v~ue for scientific research.

19. The Marshallese were excellent passengers, most coopcrativo, nov~r
demanding and exemplary in conduct. It was a distinct pleasure for the
crew of the PHILIP to have been afforded the opportunity to assist these
quiet peopla in the evn$uati~~ssified

DOD DIR5200.10
copy to: wlssff~

-hD DH 3200, ~~CinCPncFlt
CJTF SEVEN

-VU0 CTU 7.3.1
CTG 7.1



A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELAP ISLAND
ON 3 MARCH 1964

NAME SEX AGE ——— —— —

1. Loman
2. Ke,nena
3. Luiar
4. Jelen
5. Korea
6. Tibej
7. Bekiri
8. Jenet
9. Betty

10. Rinok
11. Almira
12. Ellin
13. Luwetak
14. Jabwe
15. Antak
16. war

Md.e
Male
Femele
IJale
Femnle
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Femnlo
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female

66
75
83
70
63
28
62
52
6

17
19
24
78
30
48
59 --

%$sl~ti~o~ ~Decbssified

DOD DIR5200.10
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Page 1 of Enclosure (1)
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A LIsT OF MARSIiALLESEEMBtLRKEDA.BOARD~uss PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELA.PISLAND ON 3MARcH 1954

—

NAME SEX AGE—— —-—-
.—

Male1. Naptali
2. Fkuiok
3. Bella
4. Hainrick
5. Zitikos
6. JOhKl
7. Benj
8. Jin
9. Jerkan

10. Nnrio
11. Kitnar
12. Sakrciias
13. Herry
14. Elio
15. Jeban
16. Iroji
17. Zinier
18. Alet
190 Dejen
20. L akij
21. Dik
22. Joj
23. Kiuoja
24. ~~arta

25. Jedra
26. Mwenarihi
27. Zilq
28. Nej ak
29. Mina
30● Mitswa.
31● Muje
32. Rekko
33. Zatak
34. Zije
35● Min a
36. Nerje
37. Hetsi
38. Jimaco
39. Hruko
40. MweO
41● Marry
42. N aiki
43. Jonita
44. Ermita

‘eckluifi~

‘9D ‘~620Qt@

45. Jemlik
46. Kiojan
47. NiktimoS
48. Biliet Mcle

%I@

Male
Male
ldale
Male
Mele .
Male
Male o
Male
Male
Male
Mile
Male
Male
Male
]~~e

Male
Male
ldale
Wile
Mde
Mtile
Female
Fomele
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Femalo
Female
Female
Male
Female
Female
Femile
Female
Female
Femele
Female
Female
Female
Femcle
Female
Female
Female
Male

49 “
43
37
36
44
31
30
20
15
12
7
7
6
5
4
13
2
2
2 --
1
2
4
59
53 ‘
50
;;

31
30
28
26
12
60
4
2
7

18
15
15
13
9
3
4
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A LIST
E 498)

FROM SIFO ISLAND ON 3 h!.ARCH1954

NAME SEX AGE

1. Jojea
2. Bnul
3. J&en
4. KoteQ
5. Janoor
6. Torty
7. Apea
8. Jonbok
9. Jabkeon

10. Kabm
11. Bolking
12. Biliem
13. Nameko
14. John
15. Kety
16. Lija
17. Amen
18. Koji!n

Male
Male
Wile
Md e
Mnle
Female
Femnle
Female
Female
Female
Femnle
Female
Femnle
Female
Female
Famde
Female
Femnlo

35
2
42
4
57
55
13
10
1
19
2

12
16
2

16
37
25
35 --

.

‘%
pwe 3 of Enclosure (1)
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(Evacuation and Docontsmination of Mnrshclleso Nntives)

1. Data

-,
,-

3 :Island ~ ‘Yeys:( ‘nM%TR) ~
: Time Of :

Inhabited x Readings $
MA* : : z : %
$$ ~Ro’ngalap : 1473 : 1900 : Yos : O31O45M :

G4: : : : .:

m :Eniaetok : ZQ35 : 3650 : No : 031245M :
4
z: : .: : 1
H d: Enib& : 445 : 550 ; No : 031545M :
$?0: : : : : :
nl%
~ ~: Sifo : 412 : 480 : Yes : 031715N :

2: : : : : :
Totals : 4 :----- ----: 2 :---- :

II. DECONT.WINATION: (PERSONNEL)

1. Decentaminntion readings are as follows:
--

Average Readings

: Before ;Aftor :

_ISLAND : Decontamination:Decontamination :
: : : :

: Rongelap : 60 Ml@R : 25 MR/HR :
: : : :
: Sifo : 40 M@HR : 15 !~R/HR :

NOTE #l.

NOTE #2.

Clothin~ was slidhtly contaminated even cfter cie-
contominatinG procedures were employed du~ to its
rough surface and prolonged exposure to radiation.
However, maximum readings of less th-m 50 l!R/’HRdid
not warrcmt discarding womon~s clothing due to the
short time it was to be worm.

Decontamination upon leaving the ship: 20-22 M@R.

Declassified
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Uss RiNww (DD%499)
%Fleet Post Office In Reply Refer to

San Francisco, Ca~fOrnia DDli499/LHA:rec
A9
Serial: 038
18 March 1954

THREE

Utirik Ato~, 4 March 1954

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE_499)

To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives,

Ref: (a) CTG’7.3 conf disp Os1220Z
(b) C’IG7.3 conf ~sP032040z

Emcl: (1) Informal Narrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2. A limited number of photographs were taken of some phase? of the evacu-
ation by the ship’s official photogmpher.

These are not being pmcessd-.

and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to thM reprt~ .--

3- The four dfiking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as ob~atied
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 knh

lgfd+via Major R. D. Crea, USA, Staff CJTF 7.

/s/
Lo H. ALFORD

copy to:
CTU 7.3.1

‘~lass;fid
‘e&Slfj~d ‘D ‘~R 52g~. ,0

‘OD D~ S200J()
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FFQM... IIJFORMALN-TIVE OF hVACUATIO$lOF NATIVfi

UTIRIK ATOLL, MAWHALL ISLANDS

Having received oniers at just before dawn on S Arch ljsl+,to proceed
to Utirik nto~, tne Kenshaw, immediately departed from the patrml area north
of &iwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute,
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile voyage
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, now activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources oi’ information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied. Although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the people. Swcral schemes were put forward but
the final plan was made with the invaluable lmowledge and assista~ce of 5. K.
Trybaj BMC, USN. Hs had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Marshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives.

Although the Douglas A. Munro (DE-L22) was detailed to assist RenshawJ
her estimated arrival was not until 041330M, hence plans were made for thez
possibility of receiving on boaxxiRenshaw all the reported 180 natives of ‘“
the Atoll.

The appnach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Taka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 06SCW
on the morning of f+Larch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls. Emmute to the south side of triangular shaped Utifik Ato~:
we passed close to the reef on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. Neverthelessj a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren?t) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the Dh should it be found too d~-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation. Theoretica~y~ it would have
even been ~ssible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 1600M when our
18 ft. drag aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs made the chann~l aid cord heads
visible. It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this charmel for the
C.O. would be about like that of Russian roulette.

Upon rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to s~rt
the reef along tb? southern leg which appea:.edto offer the best lee from
Jtindand surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only msderate swells. At O’735iithe ship hove

UOabeef
Q~s;@to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik 1s., the largest of the Atoll and

L@ ~n which au the natives were reported to live. At this time tI’’Ustterri-

+00 ory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
)‘~ view of our directive to comnence evacuation at daylight.it was decided



o

to proceed at once as best we could until the tnist officials arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped that wc might find a missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust representative ashore.

Consequently at about 0’740the gig (26 ft. hMB) was launched and a
beach party was embarked with the tiecutive Officer, LLDRI.. h. Eastons USN~
in charge. He was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuation and detemnine the best locati,onand means for the
evacuation. Included in this party were the IiadsafeOfficer, monitor, hos-
pitalman, signalman, etc. A’ssoon as this party shoved off, a second MMB

was launched with the Gunne~ Officer in charge, who was to search along
the reef for a break or a more favorable spot for safe boat handling in the
evactiation.

Now, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plans
for receiving the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips fmm the deck to the redge ropes. fidditionallife lines were
rigged for the safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
the fantail were closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to “
ensure privacy for the natives. The entire cr=w’s washroom ~andhead aft
(largest on bard) were set aside for the natives md for their decont~.-
ation inasmuch as this is the ship’s main station for this purpose. h out-
side salt water shower was rigged, a receptacle was provided for their c16thus
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousersj etc.~ were rai$~d bY an ~:
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe all the natives. A pig-pen was fashioned
by closing off access to a 311gun tub. We planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the 01 deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the populace.

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and party appxwached the south shore
of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastern tip. The island
here and elsewhere has a continuous outer pertieter of table reefs extending
some l+oY& out into the water over which the waves produced a surf of rncdium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard. Having selected a point
where the surf ‘wass3ight and appeared to offer the best spot, the tiecutive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we kept
it after picking up a bailed-out jet pilot last fall), which had a ltie
attached to it from the boat. After so.~1~ prU~~Gs~ towards the beach he
appeared to experience difficulty with the surf and some unseen force r~sdtti.[

in no progress. Considerable humr and some conoern were evoked at sight of
the Executive Officer furiously paddling, each stroke whirling the raft 180°
around but making no progress. It was later determined thz.tthe line from
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, securely anchofi!g him to seaward.
By this time a few of the natives had appeared and some of th=m swam out and
helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.

fitabout this time, Iiavy JFtF9L? s~aplene arrived from Kwajaleiny l=ld~~
in the western part of the lagocinand corm.encedtaxiing eastward towards

RJCLOSUIU(1)
Dedossified

.DOD DIR 5200.10



Utirik Is. After establishing radio communications with the plane .~d as-

certaining the number of passengers} the ~~cutive officer WaS dir~ctcd to
CIWSS over to the lagoon side and use the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.O. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
seaplane in the lagoon. But just as he appnached ’theplane it taxiied away
apparmtly not distinguishing him anmng the natives. It had been suggested
to the plane that if he had difficulty landing passengers in the lagoon, he
might try landing outside the lagoon near the ship. Upn hearing this
suggestion, the plane took off immediately and after one try, a tremendous
bounce, another circle and approach, landed near the ship about 0915M.

Heanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by hin to pmcced eastward about 500 ;-ardsto a small cove where
the natives said landings could be made with more ease and safety. This
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term. Ease and safety
did not seem to fit the situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the anchor to seaward the gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edge where the F.adsafeOfficer and his team disembarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly welcome, handshakes and ItGoodUorntig” from every nativ’-.
large and small. During this time the E&ecutive Officer had returned to the
beach from the lagoon and MS try at receiving the plane passengers and acE-
vised the native chief to prepare his people for evacuation. Sore:of the.
natives who seemed to understand and spoke some bxmken English were of .gr~t
assistance in this. At this time the ship was advised by theX.O. of the -
necessity for evacuation on southern and seaacld ~ide of Utirik Island and
that native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Gunnery Officer
in the MWB, after searching for several miles along the south leg of the
atoll, reported there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig had &sembarked the remainder of the beach party, it was
returned to the ship having lost its anchor in leaving the reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to meet the plane and take aboard
its passengers. They consisted of Marshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, iiarshallIsland interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. After a brief consultation on board and pro-
curement of another bolt anchor, the gig nas a~ain dispatched to the beachj
meeting the XLB enroute and receiving fmm it a radioman with a portable
SCR-300 radio which greatly facilitated the operation. This party was met
by the Executive Officer and the group then set out for the village. The
seaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.

3
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While this was gotig on the hadsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments AN/PDR-2’7E. The first readings taken
‘Toreon the eeaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with-
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the seaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,
several natives were monitored with the .followtigreadings connnonto all; over
all body 100mr (with and without shield), hands 100mr (with and without
shield), gonads 105 mrwith shield and 110 mr without shields feet Ilj mr
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this reprt were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 12j mr with shield, 130 m without shield, 4 watersamplesf~m wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with ardwithout shield, coconuts in their various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mrwith shield, 130 mr
without shield. A short field trip was made into the undergnmkh and grass
areas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield} 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concent=ted an-d
trapped contaminating particles. The monitor made his way via projecting-
coral pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a SO mr r~d-
ing with and without the shield. The hos~italman was assigned.the task of
collecting water samples end succeeded in obtaining 4 samples of dl~ntig
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistern reservoirs in the village. It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was due to the
roofs over each reservoir.

Upon arriving at the village the iixecutiveOfficer with Trust Territory
official again informed the natives thrcngh the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rush them. Nevertheless, he had the floor and after a few words, the natives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It WaS

carefully explained that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats

or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of conta~ation, decay and ultimate retu~ of the nativ~s
were discussed, it was decided, on reco~endation of the official, to leaV~
the livestock and boats behind. The natives agreed to this and after being
reassured that their possessions pad animals wmihi be safe until their retun,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding m3t.
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At this time, about 1015U,the ship was advised by the X.O. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At approximately 104OM the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 105O, By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
childr’enand old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men. Much cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
shipts personnel required. At about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding r~d the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The COZYIIW~S chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.O. and C.O., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. SinCC
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with ,
danger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in sight~ it
was decided to continue. Most of the women, children and aged were al-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. Another
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people we@
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten hWB loads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation of th= 154 natives. ‘l’helast raft load left the beach at about
1245Uleaving as forlorn a set of dogs as you have ever seen. At M5M au
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them au. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of the
atoll, and none vrereon Taka Atoll, 4 - 5 miles away. He first szid there
were 161 natives present and pIuudly brought out a card index file to prove
it. Careful questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died a day or two before and that the old boy didn’t have this PAMI record~
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unborn babies. The
last figure of lfi~was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Trust official. A breakdown was as follows: men L’?,—
women ~, children under 16, boys and girls, ~ each.

At about 1300M when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwajalein to arrive at dawn on the 5th. At about 1345H we met

the D.A. fiunro(DE-422) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to ~wajal~~r.
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It did not seem pmdent to further move the natives around by dividing th.m
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The Munxm had a medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not needed. It was comforting to know he was available
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on

board.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairlywe~
and generally as was expected. Each one was monitored as they came on boar<.

and readings were around i’mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach. This indicated that wading out

to the rafts had helped quite a bit in rcductig presence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were muted through the
showers as soon as thsy came on board. But it was decided to feed all of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Senfing lines V{ereset uP

on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc. They didn’t eat very well, perhaps frm the ex-
citement or maybe they just don’t like meat loaf. They did better on the
bread, mashed potatoes and oranges.

After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions for .
changing and iqzuving our facilities ~;tichincluded careful partitioning
and segregation of the women’s side of the head and washrooms. & explained

that under conditions of excitemeritand strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest. Then commenced decontamination measures and considerable
resistance was encountered. But by prodding and cajoling we managed to
get all about l@ of them thmmgh the showers. These were the aged, infirm
and sick. With’no readings higher than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in the showers. Next the pzmblem of clothing arose?
Me had s~ficient clean d~garees for them e~ Lnd pl:nned to run all their
clothes through the laundry and give them back to put on before leaving the
ship. But here again stiff resistance was encountered. We tried but they
couldn~t seem to understand taking their clothes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitored and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided that the situation did not call for such
drastic measures. Ali of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recommen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us that
forcing then to give up their clothes would really shake them up.

By late afternoon they were settled doun on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, some of whom took seveml showers. They w~re
bright-eyed m? cute as Could be. Some f:w of the women, as is their ‘ont:
talked quietly but steadily all afternoon from the tine they CSIIE abo~m.
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Vieftied up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes
and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to their su-
rroundings,had recovered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard c?mdy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time. It should be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far
as is known had never seen a movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only 11 knots there was practically no mtion of the
ship. Next morning they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajalein liarborand during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at about 05090~ to waiting buses in custody of
ConNavStaKwaj. As they went over the side one could not help but obserye
and admire the innate dignity of these sinple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpret~.
The chief was asked what they had seen and he replied with gestures
indicattig a large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
and hi.sreply was not the negative one as might be expected that the world
was coming to an end, but, llTheworld, we think she etart over agtin.”

46.
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Fleet Post Office P-22

San Framcisco, California S : 049

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commnder Task Group 7.3

Subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 March 1954

?FarionWilds, trust Tsrritory1. The Task Group 7.1 survey party and Mr. .*I
representative, arrived RongolPp ct 0745N, 8 March cnd boarded IJICHOLS
shortly thereafter. Working parties, as indicztcd in Com-mdor Joint Task
Force SEVW dispctch 0604002, wre made available to Dr, ~coville’s PartY~
Dr. Scoville informed the Comm?mding Officer thnt all reports of gmmn
intensities ~md other scientific data would be reported only to Comcxder
Joint Tnsk Force S3VXN. Ho specifically requested th?.tno other commands
be made information nddressee. Daily dispatches indicating results of
RadSaf~ survey on each atoll, ori~ine.tedby Dr. Scovillc, wore nddrcssed
accordingly. On debnrking at Xniwetok at 0830, 12 Hnrch Dr. Jcoville’s
party trmsported all earth .nndwater samples to Parry Islmd.

2. The following islands, in ztolls, were visited. Xr. :Jildszccomp~i~d
working parties nshore on all ex-inhabitated isl.nndswhere native property
was secured as directed by him. .-

a. Rongel-+ Atoll; 8 asd 11 !:nrch1954:

(1) Rongelap Islend:

(a) Native houses wore closed up and property loft in the
open, that could be ruined by weather, was moved inside.

(b) One dog -ad three cats wore killed as possiblo menace
to livestock.

(c) One thirty foot sailing schooncr was beached nbove high
wzter mark -md filled with sea water. ~Jasts~ra unshipped ~d PIQc”d ‘n

2 shed nlong with sails.

(d) Tm s~.cksof rice cnd five s~.cksof flour were opened nd
pl~.cedoutside as feed for pigs md chickens.

(e) Bu6kets, p-m nnd large clxn shells were plmced uadar
enves of houses to provido drinkin~ water for livestock.



(f) All livestock appeared to be in good condition. It is
‘oeliavedtho,ksufficient water will be avtilable nlthough ~.short?.gcof’
food is expected to develop in the near future,

(g) Water -ad soil samples wero taken ~s directed by Task
Group 7.1 personnel and intensity levels were taken.

(2) The islrmds listed in sub-pwagrnph (3) through (15) :re
all uninhc.bitatedexcept for pzrties of natives th~.tgo from Rongelap to
mike copr~.,collect sea birds rmd fish. There w~s no native property

found. Intensity levels were t?.kenby T~sk Group 7.1 personnel.

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

Enirrm Island.

i.rb%rIslomd.

Busch Islxnd.

Enialo Islcmd.

Eni~.etokIsl?.d.

Lnidjet Isl~~d*

Kabelle Island.

Zriirippu Island-

Lukuen Islrmd.

Gejen Islmd.

Lomumil.nlIsland.

b. lJtirikltoll; 9 Mmch

(1) Itirik Islmd:.

1954

were beached above high ws.termark.(n) Three cnnoes

--



m-(b)
in the weather, that

Housas wars closed up
could be Spoildd, w-s

mater c.~tc~ents wero

ogninst w~ther cnd proptirtyleft
moved inside.

provided for livastock by placing(c)
old pnns, buckets md lzrge clmn shells under eaves of houses.

(d) Six dogs were killed to protect livsstock.

(e) ;.11liv~stock appe-.rodto bc in ~ood condition.

(f) ‘?atorandsoil S2@3sWdre obtain~d~d int~n~itY
levels tzken.

(2) Aon Islcnd:

(n) Uninhzbitatad - intensi~ levels taken.

(1) Bikar IS1md:

(a) Uninhnbitated - intensity levels taken. --

d. Rongerik ltoll; 10 Ihrch 1954

(1) Eniv~toX Island:

(a) Air Force personnel were lsndod along with a ship’s
working party. Spoiled meat nnd other cons~ables were d~Pad in ‘he ‘es*
Equipment wzs tested rmd secured ~ainst the weather s.sdirected by l.ir
Force personnel.

(b) ‘:fateraud soil somples were obtained and intensity
levels trdcen.

(2) The islcmds listed in sub-p?.r~rc.ph(3) through (6) ?-reun-
inhzbitxtsd. Intensity levels, only, ‘ti~~rctck~n.

(3) Rongerik Islmd.

%8

(6) dock Islmdo

.
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e. /.1inginae ..toll;10 M zrch 1954

(1) Sifo Islarui:

(a) N?.tivapropurty, left by people who were visiting from
Rongelap Isl”znd,wm protectud agaiflstthe wen.thor. Lll clothing, tools,
etc. were pl~ced inside a canvas sl-mltcron top of dried pcJm fronds, ond
covered with additiond cmvas.

(b) ;.thirty foot sailing schooner v{r.smo<f.dtocsnfo anchor-
nge in the lee of Eniuet.zkkuIslmd. The boat wzs “snchorodin 1 s~~dy spot
in the event th~t it should sink. Benching wcs imprzcticr.hleduc to the
limited time av~ilzblo.

(2) Enibuk Islmd:

(z) lJctiveproperty

(3) Bokonikairu 1s1md:

(c) Uninhzbitnted - intensity levels tdccn.

Navigation &nd genorel information:
--

3.

as” Ronqelap.Atoll:

(1) Entrance
east Pass. West Pnss
becnusa soundings are
good. The Smell Boat
to see cnd nppeo.rsto

(2) Landings

csn be made quite rsadily through South Pass end ~;orth
shows quite plainly~ however~ no Passzge WnS attempt~d
not r.dequate. Nr.vigmtionrlfixes> using t~~scnts ‘~~rc

?assa;e in the Horthwcst p~.rtof the ~.tollis difficult
be very dangerous when heavy SWC1lS are running.

con be rezdily made on all islrnds by motor whaleboat.
On most of-the isl~ds the beach gradient WP.Squite steep,-pcr:~ittinge?sy
bezchiilgof bo~ts. :.sh~rp lookout should b~ n;.int~iil;d ct 111 tires for

coral he~ds and dark, yellow, or dark greens w-,tershould bs %voidsd.

b. i3ikar:.toll:

(1) Bikar Island passwge is very difficult to find Tad pa.ssa:e
through the lagoon is difficult oven for a snail boat. i.Dnding was
mnde with very little difficultjjin the lee of Bikar Isl-ad :.tlow tide.



island u.N surrounain~ .;atertesf[swith fish, turtles

d. Alhn~inc3 AtolL:

(i) Oniy Sr.allb.t ~n~r~ ;,asflL2~~. A shaLLo.~drait vessel should
have very little-difficulty qaking entry. Navigational cuts were very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.

e. Utirik Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart &J23 have keen replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory ML makes
ular entry into wirik Atoll through Utirik Passage. The beacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

--

rag-

(2) small boating is not difficult, but a sharp Watch sho~d be
maintained for coral heads.

4. Reco-ndations and Sunmary:

a. Survey of these atolls from a DDE type vessel is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongelap is ths only atoll, of the five visitsd, that can be enter=d
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands that can be covered
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to hzavy swells. ~~~iththe forces available, it is believed that th~ us:

of a DDE is the nest practicable solution for s~ilar missions. For operations
subsscuent to ‘~CASTL5”,it is recommended that a smallar class ship of shalloh
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortening boat runs,
in some cases twenty miles.
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b. Make boat entry into windward prt of
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding
ke:p instruments dry.

lagoonwhereverpossible.
the,operationand hslpingto

Mintain radio communication with boats. In this rsspect, this
co~~d used SCR 536 which were the only battery typa radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty roilsrange be used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with overlays of the
atolls showing magnetic cunpass courses between islands and psses.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. The last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to pevent broaching. bo not l~t
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g“ Beach in the lee of island whensver possible.

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in each ato&Lin
the time allo tted. Fbugh weather and long boat runs between islands ima-
tolls slowed up operations. Task Group 7.1 scient~ic persom=l designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on all so designated.

i. ‘Uorkingparties were kspt firmly in hand. Zach working party was
required to remain in sight of a commissioned officer and IJr.Wilds. AS
far as could be determined, no native property was molested or pilfersd.

j. It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage received by any
on: person in the partiss was 2.5R. Film badges, worn by all personnel ashor=:
or in ths boats, have been forwarded to the U.S.S. EAIROKO for developing.

/s/J. C. 3LIOT
J. C. ELIOT

copy to:
C~’CORTUZSDIV L2
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c/o Fleet Post Office P22

San Francisco, California Stir:054
28 Larch 195t!+

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongelap Survey Trip Z5 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. The USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) departsd BIKINI Atoll at 1900M, 25 March
1954 for RONGFLQ Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force S3VEN
221131Z and Commander Task Group 7.3 232323Zofbarch 195L. The following
P=somel from Task Group ‘7.1Were on board:

Dr. Lauren R. Donaldson .

Im. Thomas L. Shipmm
Dr. Ldward i. Held
h. Ralph F. Palumbo
Lr. Paul R. Olson
Dr. Thomas N. Nhits
Mr. dilliam ‘N.Mbbins
Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavone
Major Charles M. Earnes, USAF --

2* The ship arrived off the South Fntrance, RONGELAP Atoll at 2601OOM and
put a whale hat in the water at z60630M to meet the plane arriving from
Kwajalein with Dr. &nd’s party.

3. The ship then proceeded to Northeast Pass, RONGZLAP Atoll, entered and
anchored. m. Donaldson and his party deprted the ship at 0830M.

k. The plane from KwajaLeinarrivedoff RONCUJU’at 0905M,W?S met by the
wha.lsbozt. Dr. %nd, E. Marion ‘Nilds,three Public Hsalth Service Offic=rs,
thrse Natives and m“’.scellaneousequi~ment was transported to the beach” Th~
plane was guided to an anchorage abo;t two hundred (200)
from the village whare it was anchored.

a. Personnel frmm the NICHOIAS assisted Dr. and to
following: Capture fiv: young pigs and one sow; capture
obtain soil, fruit and vegetation samples. One boar was

yards off shore

accomplish the
fiv~ chicksns;
killed and an au-

topsy was p>rformed on th~ spot. The-animals findother SaITIpleSwers pl~ccd

in cagss ad transported to the plane. Dr. Ebnds party depsrtsd RO?!C@LAP
at 1300M, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then departed RONG3LAF Island and
proceeded ;>rth to rsjoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and QiIAXIOK Island
to msasur+ radioactive intensity. Ons menber of R=dSurvsy T=m accom~ni~~
this boat to condlct RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Donaldson’s
party worked in the Northeast part of RO!~CiLAPAtoll, co~acting fish, soil,
birds, inv.rtebratss, algae and vegetation samples. On= member of RadSurv<d
Team accompanied this this party to conduct RadSurvey of Northern Islands.
It was not possible to collect rats, as desired, dud to th~ un~xpect~d d=-
parturs of the ship as directed by ConrnanderTask Group 7.3 260~TZ of Llrc”
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5. Dr. Bond expressad the opinion th~.this mission had bem accomp-
lished to his satisfaction. Dr. Oonddson st~.tedthat his mission has
been accomplished s~tisfactorily. Ifir.!;~.rion?’iilds,Trust Territory
Representative requestad that the boat It 41LING-WIE be beached when-
evzr prcctic~ble. All bocts at ROl;GZL~lha-reb<on bcachcd by ~~ICHO~.S.

6. Prior to tha ships departure, thrcjeFtT-176/PRCIOr~.dioavmr~ ob-
tained by Itr.P. Schiavone from TZSk Unit 7cl~ These r~dios ‘rc ‘ev
sn.tisfactorymd fnr superior to the i3C-611-Fused on the last trip.
It is recorm.endedthit this type rndio be used by ships on future trips
if they ~re required to operate smsll boats a long distznce from tho
ship. .RoccptionW5.Sexcellent at twenty (20) miles.

7. Tha ships depc,rturefrom RONGELU? Atoll was delayed until 2621301:
because the motor wheleboat experienced z fuel PWP f~.ilur~on retu~ing
from K;SilLE Islmd, whore they were collectin~ rzt tr:,ps.

e. The ship rejoined Tnsk Group 7.3 off BIKIilILtoll fit270130J. :

--

J. C. ELIOT

copy to:
CO?;lJOIHTfJ3KFORCE3EVEX
COMCORTDESDIV ‘lY~:~TL

-



M..EMORANDUVFOR:

SUBJXT: DDZ Trip to Rongelap Atoll, 26 March 195L

1. RsferenceJTF SWEN DTG 2302202March1954. Purposeof subject
trip,conductedby USS NICHOIJS(DDJ449)was to:

a. Eeachsnnllboats belongingto Ran.gelapMarshall=se.

b. conduct radsafe r~-survay of l?ongelap. “

c* Collect approximately ~0 pounds contaminated top soil re-
questsd by XC Division of Etiologyand ~edicine.

d. Collect samples of iiirinelifs and vegetation.

e. Collect domestic aninmls remaining at Rongslap vill~ge.

2. The undersigned acted as JTF SiWEN and TG ‘7.1represmtativs
and iJas responsibl~ for exscution of lb and lc. Sincethe NICHOLASwill-
n-ak=an overzll report, and detailed repofis on ld and la will be made .
by the project officers concerned, the details in this report are con- ~
fined to lb and lc.

3. It is noted that the scope of activities lb and ld was more
limit=d than had originally b=en plannsd. k wi~ be clear from the re-
port of ths NICHOLS, this’ws because 26 hiarchbecame R-1 after th= work
stcrttid. Thanks minlyto th~ excsllent planning and management of Capt.
Jossph Zliot and ‘Zkcutive Oificer Cliiford Frink, much more was accom-
plished than might reasonably have been expscted under these circumstances.
lC and 1: wsre accomplished essentially as planned, but la had tO ba
omitted.

4. The radsaf~ re-survey was conducted by Mr. ”P.R. Schiavon~ of ~
7.1, TU-7, using two recently calibrated LN/PDR-39instruments.Rsadings
on Rongelap Island w:rs taken during the morning and on the oth= islands
during th~ aft.rnoon of 26 March.

Island

Ronrelap

E?osdh

40 at 0930 at standard position estab-
lished by Scovill: Survsy

50 South <nd

90

200

%0



On Rongelnp Island, the readings in the huts appeared to ?. lC%-15%
less th,nnoutside. Inside the huts the rer.dingsat ground lJVC1 were
nbout 7@ of’those nt held level. Readings over gravel zrecs md
near the cisterns mre about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, ~bout 1O-15
mr/hr.

5. The top soil scmple WP.Sobtained from LAB,IRDJIsl~nd ~.small

islwd well covered with bushes md grass, but without pdm trees. It
had been planed to get the s,amplefrom KI.3ELLE,but this could not be
done without interfering with the fish znd vegetation collectioil.

6. Special mention should be insdGof the work of !:r.P.R. Schiavone,
who did m excellent job of getting supplies md equipment not zvail+le
on the NICHOLAS, CLSwell as conducting the rad-safe survey.

@
,-



MEhKRANmd F’o

SUBJECT: MisceMeous RadsafeSumeys
of Rongerik(Surveysconducted

-. —-—
by CTG 7.4)

RONGERIK

17 March,1200 MI~

LivingArea Readings:

Mess hall interior
40 - 100 mr/hr

Hospital interior
50-- 75 mr/hr

Walk from hospital to mess .
100 - 1.10mr/hr

Store room (behind mess)
50 - 55 mr/hr

Exterior store room tent
100 - SjO mr/hr

General Area exterior
100 - 150 mr/hr

‘deatherStation Site Read@s:

. .

.

Hterior areas local
- 150-125 ~n 160 mr/hr

75 mr/ht
Interiorall tents
Interiorbui-ldtig

;6 - 60 mr/hr

Site Readings:
~o - 190 mr/hr

Generalarea 70-’ 80 mr/hr
Interior tents
Adjacent to trailer

160 - 180 mr/hr

Landing on beach
Liv@ area
Inside mess ha~
Inside dispensary
Inside barracks
ESE end of island (Rawtisonde)
Along road to Rawinsonde area
Inside weather bufld@
Rork area outside builtin
hmy area (aroud trafler7

Inside fofige area
Inside tent

40 -.42-

&2 mr/hr
60 mr/hr
22 mr/hr
26 mr/hr
23 m.r/hr
4.7mrjhr
~0 mr/hr
23 mr/hr
60 mr/hr
40 mr~hr
40 mr/hr
19 mr/hr

Inside
Livtig
Inside
Inside

weather building
area Still. “
barraCkS
dispensa~

21 mr/hr
60 mr/hr
23 mr/hr
25 mr/hr

~,aist level

‘,’;aiSt level

“,~aist level

‘daist level
,,ai.St level

::ai.St level

%aist level
~iaiStlevel
“,,aistlevel

--

,:,aistlevel
::,aist level
‘,,aistlevel

:Jaistlevel
,;aist level
:baistlevel
‘biaistlevel
:,;aist level
::aist level
:;aj.st level
;Jai,stlevel
\/aist, level

,,aistlevel
,;aistlevel
.;aistlevel

,,aist level
“,,aistlevel
‘_;aiStlevel
~,aistlevel



Army Site

heather Site

Living Site

26 March, 1500MIKE

out 1+2mr/hr

In . 20 mr/hr

out
In

out

In

~:aist Level
Y{aistLevel

LO mr/hr ViaistLevel

18 mr/hr I;aistLevel

35 mr/hr ViaistLevel

15 tnr/hr ~~aistLevel

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

- ., ..

‘.
.

~railer

11..—

“\
‘-%,,

c I

. . “’-. .%

x)
\

-P!!rkedby pile of ~cks <..-....

Tent

3
-h,,,, i HorseshoePits (+-<’

LIVINGAREA

i

—1
Mess !

~

(Location of

(~

karked by
wooden crate

samples taken)

—- .,
I,4 I-Dispensary
-

. -.—. — —
Barr.

..—-. . -——

_.. _ -. .- - --
‘—Barr. ;
—. -——-..—— _

‘#,,



,’ . ,.
:,

LEATHER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent
(z-. ~-’-

) -----—-
~.-. ——

I

I

-Building

i1
I I

(s/t R. A. House
IL A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

3



~ MEMORANW FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOOFlightABLE Results

1. NYOO-KwajaleinFlightAble, consistsof an aerialsurveyat
appnximately 200 feet altitudeover the followingatollsnorthof Kwaj-
alein: Lae, Ujae,Wotho, Bikini,Ailhginae, Rongelap,Rongerik,Taongi,
Bikar,Utirik,Taka,Ailuk,Jemo and Likiep. The aircrtitare equipped
with scintameterswhich are sensitivegamma radiationmeasuringinstru-
mentswith a wide range,designedto measuregroundcontaminationfmm
altitudesof 200 to 500 feet.

2. F&lowing hulti snot at 261825Z ~Jarch1954} F~ght Able was
flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground
contamination)

Island (Atoll)
Iae (Lae)
Ujae (Ujae)
Wotho (Wotho)
tiibuk (Aili.nginae)
Rongelap (Rongelap)
Eongerik (Rongerik)
Sybilla (Taongi)
Bikar (Bikar)
Utir5.k(Utirik)
Taka (Taka)
Kapen (Ailuk)
Jemo (Jemo)
Likiep (Likiep)

2’71900Zto 280S1TZ
o

.-

8
1.6
0.8
0.4

2020s02 to S102O8Z
o
0.2
1.7
26 .-

78
58
0.1+
15
7
7
2.4
2.1$
1.0

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF
ChTechOpnsBr, J-3
JTF SEWN

n
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(AnalysisReport) -

dfdmlSAMPLX COLLNTION
=

0800

LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON S@LE DATE)DATS

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 March

4 March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 March

3 March

8 March

8 ?&rch

8 karch

Collectedfrom largestLikiepIsland
LikiepAtoJl

77
cisternon heavies;popu-
lated islandof atoll

’82

N3

W4

w5-8

1200

1700

Jemo Island Sane as Xl 550

1020ALlukIsland
AilukAtoll

Same as ?/1

Sams as Wl 2500

430

1300

0900

Mejit Ial.and

UtirikAtold Compsite of 4 water sam-
ples taken by USS IL3NSHAW

Composite:~ from catch-
basin

160CL“ Ormed Island
Wotje AtoJl

- 67
--

1 from wellw12 1130 Ibven Island
kloelap Atoll

1 from catch-basin 31?/13 L130 Kaven Island
Maloclap Atoll

1 from well (catch-basin 7
dry for 1 monthplus)

Tap W=ter L’,

W9 163o Wotho Island
WothoAtoll

Wlo Moo Dalap Island
Ma@o Atoll

0930 RongelapIslandtimDositeof 94,m
6 bottles. 120,000
Chart included 47,000NO. 1 N~. 6
to show location 24,CXIO
of bottleson LL,ooo
RongelapIslend 63,000

ml

RongelapIslandCentralcistern ~,oo3:
of village

W12

W13 Ron&elap I&and Cistern watsr from 73,000“’
north part of islarxi

Rongelap Island Cistern water from 8,0LV

northernamt village

$7’?
~1



A,-=AJsis Report) CunL’G

SAMPL3 COLLECTION d/m/ml

~. TIME LOCATION LLSCRIPTION - (ON SAMPLSDATZ)

??15 8 Mrxcn Ron@ap IslandSouthcisternin 60,00W
village

Vi6 9 Mach Utirik Island Cistern
7,200*

W17 9 March Utirik Island Cistern 33,000”~

h!L8 10 ?&rch AniwetakIslandXhstillationwater
66*

Roneerik Atoll

+t c~puted as of 3 k.rch

2

‘%7#o



SAMPLJ
NO.

S1

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

Slo

Sll

S12

S13

COLJACTION
DATE

6 Lrch

6 March

6 March

7 March

5 March

5 March

6 Mxrch

6 ‘Xarch

7 March

7 Lkrch

TIIAJ LOCATIOh

0800 bkiep Island
Likiepkoll.

1200 Jemo Island

1’700 AilukIsland
Ailuk AtolJ

1300 Mejit Island

Moo Ormed Island
‘$?otjeAtoll

1730 ErikubIsland
&ikub Atoll

11X KavenIsland
MfloelapAtoll

163o %otho Island
!~!othoAto~

1200 Dalap Island
“~juro Atoll

1200 UtirikIsland

ddgm -
DESCRIPTION (ON S&LPLA DATE)

U.;srlayerbare soil 23,000
in randomspotsun-
shelteredby treesor
shrubsetc.

Same as above 13,000

same as above 23,000

Sam as above 30,000

Compositeof 5 samples 15,000
(1 beach,3,mid-village,
1 back village)

Compositeof 2 samples 4,300
(1 mid-vLl.lae, 1 half- :
way to beach!

Compositeof 4 samples” 3,m
(2 from village,2 from
paths to beach)

kmposit e of 3 samples 2,400
(1 by well, 2 mid-vi~age)

Compositeof 4 sampbs 950
(near @reinBldg)

Compositeof 3 samples 270,000
(Coll~ctiondate of S1O is uncertain,probably3 March1954
by PEM SUV8Y Party. ~iialysisvalue givenis correctedto
T-tich. ) - -

8 March RongelapIsland

8 liarch RongelapIsland

8 hiarch Rongelap1s1ad

Soil from northpart of l,300,0@*
island

Centerportionof island7~400@A3-

1 mile northof Rongelap 463,(XG*
village

%2?



SAMPLd
N&.

S14

S15

s16

Sl?

S18

S19

S20

S21

*S22

COLLW’IUON
DAT3 TIM

8 W.rch

8 March

8 }~a~h

8 M:-rch

9 hrch

9 March

10 March

10 March

9 March

@ql&m
LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON SAMi-’LdD.TE)

RongelapIslandN-ar southcistarnof 630,0cc)M
village

&iirippu Island 35,~,ooo*
RongelapAtoll

EniwetakIsland 3,200,000*
Rongerik‘~.toll

KabelleIsland 20,000,000*
Rongelap~toLl

UtirikIsland 5,600,000**

BikerIsland 280,000-

ZniwetakIsland l,200,000**
Rongarikl.toll

Sifo Island Tkmporary village sl$@w~
dlinginae Atoll

Bikar Island Foliage, windward side 460,00c-

* ~~gm of p~nt ash (~uivo to L.4 x 104 d/q/ginplant as received)

* Co~uted as of 3 lkch

Soil valuesmay be roughlyt anslatedto curiesper squaremile by
5dividingby 13, or to d/m/ft by multiplyingby 6000.


