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LTNORARDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT .
At the request of the Acting Secretary of Defense, the Sfecia.l
Committee of the National Security Council on Atonmis Energy met on
April 15, 1953 to determine the next steps to be taken in corrying out
the MAgreed Concepts Rogarding Atomie Weapum" (Appendix A), in the
light of a momorandum from the Joint chiefs of Staff recommending that
custody of atoniec weapons be transferred from the Atomic Energy Cormis-
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tion to the Department of Defense (Appendix B),

The Asting Secretary of State and the Acting Secretary of
Defense agrecd to recomrend for your ap;n‘oan.»the transfer of custody
of a1l conpleted atomic weapons from the Atomic Erergy Commission to
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the Department of Defense subject tod
8. A reaffirmtion of the "Agreed Concepts Regarding ;:
Atorde Veapons®, except for paragrzph 73 thercof which would ‘E:
be emended by your aprroval of the sbove recormendation. ?i
b. Careful consideration of th’e question of timing and ;L
tactics involved in effecting the ﬁ'ensfer eo as to minirize f;‘;.:'
the peychalogical impact of this acticn both at home and i
abroad, including ample oppartunity for the Department of i? ’
State to nottty oue mafor stases, 1131 &
11T of @ posttive deotsim dn afvance of eny
publdedty, i
:

Staterents by the Acting Secretary of State and the Acting Secretary _ o
of Defense supporting the above recommendation are attached hereto as
Appendices € and D, vespestively. . " N

dofned far the Atomic .::h,,"'f.‘ rvetry -

—  BEST COPYAVAILABLE &




. The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission dissents from
the above recommendation for the reasons indisated in his statement
attached hersto as Appendix E,

JAES S, IAY, JR,
Executive Secretary
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