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ANNOUNCFJENT OF AEC CGEANCGRAPHIC SURVEY IN .?ACIFIC

in late February, an oceanographic survey of the Pacific
current&has been carried on by the AEC. the ScriuDs Institute of
Oceanography, and the Univers~ty of Washington, ‘~he survey party has
been aboard the U.S. Coast Guard cutter, TANEY, and haa carried m
aampl.ingof waters and plankton in the varioue currents of the Facific

.,
r\

north of the equator.

The cruige will conclude in Japan about the middle of this rricnth.
To avoid exaggerated rumors about the findings of the survey as tc
radioactivity, the CommissiorIplans to issue earQ next week an

\

announcement giving general report on the crui8e<,

At the direction of Chairman Strauss I am sending copieg of the
announcement text approved at yesterdays meeting of the Come.issic)n.
This should be issued no later than April 12, as the TA~WY i: due t.)
dock in Japan April 13, It will be greatly appreciated :f y .1car)
obtain the comment of CCB members and provide it tc us b: :=:+ Yonday,
April 11,
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Marine biological surveys wh:ch have been carrieclcr.by AEC a~d

cooperating agencies for some years In th? Marshall Islands have r:’~

r

*=!*,.
,.’ /+,

)
:.

been extended to the major curren~flnf the Western Paclf:c. -., -
.,”, ,.4/

.~l*/

A team of eix scientists from the Atomic Energy lCommi8si?rj,?h?

Scripps D’M3tituteof Oceanography, and the 11.~tituteof Applie2 F:6he?le8

of the university of Washington ia carrying cn the stuilee. ‘qh~v~A~<.

aboard the United StateB Coast Guard C*tter TANITi. The e~editi’: le-

parted from the West Coast of the United States Februar} 26. Los’ It

has traversed wide reaches of the E~~at.orialand North Equatrria. “’:rv?r.ts

and before the end of the expedi-’ioncc [r abou~ April 5 ,(I2 trvfer~e

the Kuroshio Current east of Jep[’.n.

The sclentiets aboard the TANEY are mak~ng meas~lrementsa- V*YIOUB

depths of temperatures, current :hara-teristlcs, sa.:.~icy,aod tke ‘rat{’a

of ra~ioactivity, natural and in”:rodu[.edwhich .wy be fom.d ~.r.‘‘ J sea

WEttET. ~hey 81S0 are COl~eCtiIIg Fh.12ktOl) and Other l~rine If” fi12! are

measuring these specimens fcr railoac”iv!+:{

The preliminary survey data of tre sroLp of t!~e TANEV are ., nfiifil,ect

with the findinqs cf Japane~e e.cienti~tson the cruiee of t~e $::?“””’T7L

MARU in June 1954. The Japaneee expedition found that res:?~al 03jn-

activity frcn the test conductec.in trleMarshail 161anci6ir,‘te pr:ng 3$

1954 continued to be detectable Sire tker.,th~s re6iduai ra~i)activ]ty

has grse.tlj’diminished in Inten[;ity: accordance wl~h the ~r.cwr,ei,,6-f

radioactive decay and throll.ghn.xi~g xjth large

water,
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The minute traces of radioa:’-i~it:being found“DYthe T- eWe~l-

tion

much

exist in proportionfipredicted by ~ceanographera,

r)

The 6.ctlviLy18 ,,,9+;.
‘*

smaller thaiiany which would create e health hazard . .-i ,.,
...*

It is expected that the data collected during this :ruiep hri.irlear

number of preEently obscure poixrt~ir.~ceanography. The Eresenc.~02up &

traces of radioactivity from the ;ASTLL series of te6t,s!s temg I..ized

in mapping the ccurse and rate of flew >f the North Ec~ua’,orla. ,ur:.=nt.

The expedition will follow these waters a:

detect the identifying activity. Vaiua@le

depth of mixing of surface waters an~ ‘ne rfit~ of turm)v~r <f tk.e ieeper

waters should result from these s:,udie:-

Coma.nder Albert J. Carpecter is ::.command cf :he ‘~.~, (’,uH:

Guard Cutter TANIY and the members of ihe scientific team arc,a- : ...OWS

Dr. John H, Harley, Mr. Robe:fi)t!r~e,141 Rudolph .U:ker, hea~.c md

Safety Le.borarory,New York Opew.ionO Xfi:e, U, ~. A.tor.i,,berg: ‘m-

mtssion; Dr. Warren S, Woo6ter an:..Mr. iocefl.Gilk~y,,Scripr? :(eti!--

gr~phic LnstiLute; Dr. Allyn H. Synnou~ -nst tute 01”P.p?l:zd F:? , ‘,,8,

University of h%hington.
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