E. K. CARVER
0CT 30 1S53

October 29, 1953

Ths Honorable ¥. Sterling Cole

House of BHepresentatives

Vashingten 25, D. C. BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Dear Mr, Cole: )

© Thank you for your visit of last week and your kind interest in the
prodblems of the photographic industry brought about dy the testing and use of
mclear weapons. /

Several years ago the National Association of Photographic Mamafac-
turers esatablished s Committee on Radloactivity. Tr. F. K. Carver of Fastman
Kodak is chairman. The other members are:

Dxr. F. 3. Middleton duPont

Dr. Julian ¥edd Fastman Xodok (Technicsl Advisor)
¥. Insaleo Baloid

H, W. Morreall, Jr. . Ansgeo

The AXC hes worked coopsratively with this committee, particularly
the Health and Safety Diviasion, New Tork Operations Offige. The industry has
consistently msought to aveid pudlicily because it is felt that no useful pur-
Pose would be served by it.

As discussed with you last week, the photographie prodliem iz primarily
due to small air-borne and/or water-borme radioactive particles finding their
way into close praximity to the sensitized produat. The most sensitive %o com-
tanination are the uaper raw stock, packaring and interleaving materials be~
cause of the large quantities of water used in their mamfacture. Of acurse,
it is possible thet 2ny raw material or mammfacturer's product might be
similarly contaminated.

On several occasions, some recently, Ansco has received contaminated
rav materials. In all cases they have been paper productsa. Generally, our
suvpliers have indieated that they are not prepared to assume any 1iadbilisy
for this type material defact and although they are coonerative in attempting
to avoid contamination, the finel vrodlem and economic lose is Ansco's..

Ansco versonnel are working closely with several sroups so that all
the information obtainable is asted upsn for the best interests of the indus-
try and the Nation. In addition to the aforementioned NAPM Copmittee oz Radie~-
activity, members of our orgmnization are actively working with NPA and the




nilitary, providing, among other things, information bearing on the advisa-
bility of stockpiling photographic materials. Stockpiling iteslf must de
considered, doth as it concerns loss of ‘mamfacturing facilities and con-
tanination of raw materials, Against the former only finished goods could
be stockpiled, whereas raw material stockpiling might suffice for the latter.

To date the nhotographic manufacturers have pooled their knowledge
of the radioactive contamination prodlem. It is conceivable that under some
circumstances it might be necessary $o pool facilities and supplies., The
mall users mey find it economicelly immossible to provide themselves with
contamination~nrotected raw metsrial sources, whereas the larger manufac-
turers may better afford these andditional costs.

In summary, then, the radioactive problems before the photegranhic
industry can be minimized byt

(1) ZExtrsordinary water and air purification, nct only in the
mamufacturing areas, but alse in raw material manufacturing areas.

(2) Scheduling oritical raw material mamfacture during
periods of low radioactive contamination. This is being partially
achieved at present by advance information from the ANC concerming
United States' tests. It f{s failing when contamination comes from out-
side the United States, although voesidly the AEC could supnly the in-
dustry with some warning before the air~borne contamination actually
reached eastern United States.

(3) Stockpiling of critical mmw materials will effectively
Protect the industry for limited periods of time. This becomes less
effeotive as air-dborne contamination decomes more nearly contimuous.

I hope that this information may be of some use to you im your work
" as Chairman of the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomie Fnergy.

Respectfully,
JAMES FORRESTAL

James Forrestal
Vice President

occt Dr. E. K, Carver, Pastman Xodak Co. /
"o A, for forwarding to AEC
Hr. H. W. Morreall, Jr.

-




