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Desar Colonel Lolzmant

Tn lete 1945 the !rmed Farces Specisl Yeapons Project undertook for the
Atomic Energy Commissinn & study to deternine the rhysicel feasibility
of continental stomic testr. This stucy rma designsted "Frojfact ‘Mtmoir."
In general, the study trans;osed phenomena concerning ~tomic clouc's and
fallout ce otserved in the tropiecs io verious ~ontimental locatlons.

The ifference in rmetoorslogy heimeen 'he llrrshall Islands and contlnen-

Eapae

tel imited Ot-teg beiny one oF “he oriprry ‘actors congliered,

Tn connection —ith tie current revicw of ‘he use of “he Novrda Froving
Grounds, I fesl it arpropriate thet the assmumptlions end various Iactors,
as consifered in “he originel study, be reevalusted in litht of expericnce
gained Jyom cctual continental muclear Jetonzticn, and thet rnother look
Te *aken -t other possille cantincntal “zst sltas %0 zgcert-in if the
srovious con~lurions -re =till velld. In this ~onnectlon, report on
Frotect Wotmeg, (Pore 42, statsss

sronclusions: It must Le cinciudad, iherafore, after transposing
the results of She Tniretol Lesic tc o continentsal envircrment thots

a. Taeats concucted =ithin “he cortinent o the nited St-tes
ot rroperly enginwered test ollosz, uncer roper metesrolozical
conditions, will result in no herm to yperulstion, economy or
Industry. :

b. The cecisicn to hold future tests within tho continent
will devolve, not upon ithe physical feassibility of conducting
the tests without herm, hut urom the elements of public rel:tions,
public orinion, loglstles =nd security,

ce If ite rkeolute cortaimty of negligible fall-out on
inhabited areas cen not ke ~ccepted, there yet remain sites

within the Jnitad Stntes —hore nbseres of . all-out orn Topulated
areas can be asrur-d,
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d, 1If second order effscts of fall-out, such as thoee
influsncing blological processes of marine orgsnisms in
coastal waters, cannot be acceptad, there yet remain sites
within the Tnited States, along the southeastern ssaboard
wiere the transport of radicactive materisl hy ocean currents
intc fishing banks, orster hsds, srlt morshes, ccastal scunde
end embayments may be avolded,”

It i=s recuested thet you reevelucte the meteorological consideration
which led to the salection of the Nevads Proving Grounds es set forth
in the report on Project Nutmeg. It 1s also requested that you compare
from a metsoralogical strndpoint the present Nevada site with other
possible locations, particularly those discussed in Paragraph 7 of
Part IIXI (Pege 50) of the report. In addition to the meteorological
conditions considered in ths Nutmeg study, the evalustion should prob-
ably include the prevelence of clouds, As you are awsre, oloud track~
ing and sampling are importrnt elements of tha test operatioms, end
even in the relatively eloud-free sonthwest, we hsve experienced eome
difficultiss due to cloud cover, If you do not have a copy of the
Kutmeg Rerort, ¥r. Reeves of our Office of Test Operations will make
& cory available to you.

Although we would appreciste having your comments as scon as possible,
this request ah-uld he considered sscon’sry to your work as a committee
member as coverad in the Panel "assignment" memorandum of August 10, 1953,
T am requesting Jr, Machta to make a similsr avaluation and sugrest that
possibly you and he collabormte in this jroject, I heve requocted

Dr. Bugher to make an evaluation on effacts of fallout, Including poesible
effects on merine life if occurring fronm a location on the eastern sea~

board,

Very truly ycurs,

Criginal signed by
CARRCLL L. TYLER

Carroll L. Tyler
Hanager

CC: Erig. Gen. K. E. Fields, Director ISR
D¥A, AEC, Washington, D, C. RTINS R
Dr. J. G, bughery Directar - S

Div, Biology 'and Yed s 1EC SR
“ashington, B, 8, . RS

s G Vo ao

DOS ARECHIVES



