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SUBJECT: EedicslConferenceat Kwajalein

.

TO: Comnander
JointTaskFozweSeven
AW 1~ (I-K%),c/o Postmaster
San Francisco,California

1. Conferenceswere held at Kwqjaleinon 5 and 6 April 1954
at whichCd ClintonS. Eaupin,MC, USA,StaffSurgeon,JTF 7;
Col Karl H. Houghton,W, LEAF,Surgeon,‘N 7.4; CDR ihgeneP.
Crddte, MC, USN, Project4.1; CDR WilliamJ. Hall,MC, U~”, S-
gem, NavStaKwaj; Lt Col LouisE. Brwming, MC, USA, Surgeon,ARXP;
Lt Col G. M. McDonnel,MC, USA, WalterReedAmy Hospitaland other
membersof Project4.1 participated.

L ‘he condition,progress,treatment,management,and dispo-
sitionof d-l patientshavingsymptomsand physicalfindingsdue to
radiationwere discussed in detail.

a. Rongelapnatives.

The conditionof thesepatientsis good at thistime.
The upperrespiratoryepidemichas beenmild and has shownno syner-
gisticactionwith the radiationsymptomstowardan overalldeleterious
effect. The epidemichas respondedto stipleoutpatienttype of
coryzatreatment. Thereis a slightincreasein white bloodcell
and plateletcountswhich indicatesthat maximumeffectof radiation
damagehas been seen and that regenerationis takingplace. Most of
the skinlesionsare subsidingand few new casesare being seen. The
most recentskinmanifestationshavebeen on the feet and in general
have beenmore severethan the othertypes. Involvementis on the
uorsumof the feet (nonehavingbeen observedon the soles)consisting
of blisterformationand swelling. Followingruptureof the blisters
desquamation takesplacewith bbme depigmentation.Most of these
lesionshealpromptlywith conservative thempy. In generalall areas
of skininvolvementresultin depigmentationand a parchment-like
appearanceof the skin, It was felt that thesepatientswere progressing
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satisfactorilyand no changesin treatm~t
Consideringthe pxmgressof thesepatients

or managementwere recommended.
so far, it is the opinion

of the gzwupthat observationfor treatmentof ra&ation effectsand
investigationfrwm a scientificstandpointcan be discontinuedin about
threeto fourweeksbarringunforeseencomplications.In view of the
factthat this gxmupreceiveda doseof radiationwhichwas marginal
fnm a standpointof severemorbidity,justificationcannotbe =de for
exposureto significantadditionalradiation.Therefore,basedon the
conceptthatthe recove~ periodshouldcorrespondin time to the pep
missibledosefor accumulation,it is recommendedthat thesepatients
not be exposedto radiationexceptfor essentialdiagnosticor thera-
peuticradiationfor a periodof eightyears. Followingcompletion
of this studyit is felt that follow-upexaminationsof the patients
shouldbe made at appnximatel.ysixmonthintervalsto obse~e the
courseof the sMn lesions,epil-ation,and generalphysic~ condition.
It is recommendedthat medicslresponsibilityfor the nativessubse-
quentto the departureof the Task Forcebe determinedso that medicai
recotismay be suppliedthem and recommendationfor follow-upmay be
made.
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Thesepatientsreceiveda lightdose of radiationon the
orderof 10 roentgens. They developedno systemicsymptomsnor evi-
denceof bums. The investigationof this groupwas completedon 29
March and theywere releasedto the custodyof Co~TavStaKwajwho moved
them to Ebe~ for convenienceof administrationon w March 1954.
Survey of the islandfor mdioactivityat the completionof the test
till governthe time of return. If the levelsin water,food and
~exnal gammaradiationare acceptable,no contraindicationfor their
returnwill exist. If on returnto Utirikthere still ccdstscon-
taminationof an acceptabledegreein the low millixmentgenper hour
range,it is recommmded that thesenativesbe observedduringthe time
that periodicexaminationsare made of the I&xqgelapnatives●

c. Americansfxmm Rongerikand the 3 Navy M-boat operators.

This groupof patientsreceiveda radiationdose of fxvm
fortyto one hundredmentgens. Theirconditionis excellentat this
time. At no time havetherebeen any subjectivesymptoms. The findings
physica~y have consistedof reductionin the numberof whiteblood
cellsand plateletsof a mild to nmderatedegreeand recentlytwo cases
have developedskinmanifestationsindicativeof radiationbums of a
superficialnature. No definitivetreatmenthas be= indicatedso far
nor is any recommended.It is feltthat observationand investigation
will be completedon l’jApril1954by Project4.1 barrhg unforeseen
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comp~cations. In view of the dose received,furtherexposureto radi-
ationcannotbe justified. Based on the conceptthat the recoveryperiod
shouldcorrespondin timewith the permissibledosefor accwtion;
it is recommendedthat these patientsnot be exposedto miiation except
for essentialdiagnosticor therapeuticradiationfor a petiodof six
years. It is furtherrecoxmmmiedthat they be retuzmd to the U.S. and
sentto a medicalcenterfor a completeand detailedmedicalworkup
priorto returnto duty. For consistencyand uniformity,it is felt
that all patientsregatilessof serviceshouldgo to the same medical
facilityand that theWalter Reed Amy MedicalC=ter is the agencybest
suited to performthe examinations.Detailedclinicalrecordswill be
availableto be forwardedto the medicalcenter.

d. &nericansfrom the Bairokoand Philip.
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Approximately38 casesof radiationbums have developedamng
the personnelof thesetwo ships. Film badgesindicatethatwholebody
radiationreceivedwas less than 10R. No subjectivesystemitsymptoms
have beennoted. All patientsare in good conditionaud the bums are
healingcausingno discomfortand requiringno treatmemt. Thesecases
are beingdocummted by history,photography,and biopsy. It is not
indicatedfor them to undergoextensiveinvestigationby Pxwject4.1.
NO otherfollow-upis recommended.Notationwillbe made in their
medicalrecordsof the anmnt of radiationreceived,and the tits-ups
of theircase historieswill also be incorporatedtherein. It is recom-
mendedthat (YJG7.3 make the clinicalrecordsand documentationavailable
to Pm ject4.1 to be includedin the overallreportof radiationinjuries
to TaskForcePersonnel.

Colonel,(MC)USA
StaffSurgeon
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