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I wurite to you concerning crovlems in the iorsicll Islands of --icronmesia thet
nave been causad by the tiitod Staztes in violation of iie United laticns Iristee-
i % and to zsi fer your kelp,

prese“tl" atterding a universit: FNawail and ny rernerer-

I lers 2llese, in
resicderce ic cr. tle islnnd of Ziteye, iinjalein stoll,

Znotlic lotter 1 oan ccing o address some of the protlems [ccine pecple l2rc
s & result of the L.D. nuclear testi: rrosram. As vou are undoudtedi; suare, % «
Ul edamed srited Daticie Trustees!ip ~greenent in 1647, whicl Iz tindine on
america ¢ zdnitdctering aut ority of ti islands. Ti.e Agreement states the U.l. ig
res crzibiz "srotect tho zezlth cof thv- irrabitantc" and tc "prctect t.e inlabi-

loss of t eir

"
land and

tants z-ainst tre rescurces."

I cvo osvent the last tuc *o*‘“: tra.elling threcughou. the .ars.clls - tec tle
many tiny ouler lying atolls L 2t can onlw be reached by tout - intervieuing differn
pecple on t ¢ rronicue tiey ave experienced £gcn the radioasctive Tzllovt ren tle
bomb tests. ..ere zre caue of t.e things I have learned:

tc tle IT'irst test series of "low yield" atemic bambs at Bikini,
anl rearty atclls were evacuated as a preczution, _¢ght vears
detcnated - thie largest homb ever cx~loded alove ground (770
°a“ller testc) - none cf the people were evicuated and several

* In 1C4¢, prior
residents cf uc“gelar
later, wi.en 2ruvo
tires laeger then

fundrel iere zeriously contaninsted witi snow lile fallout on Fongelap and Uiirik,
Amerlc': r.diation nonitcering cerscinel on an atoll close to Zengelay were evacur -
ted ¢ ortly alter t'e test, Tuil tle Rongelap reorle were rot evacuzted Zor t.cre
than ;S hours, tiauc compounding theri radiation problems.

* In 1¢57 (three years zfter the 3ravo shot), with no extensive radiclcgical
survevs "o“duc*eo, the peo 1z of Rongelap were told by the Atemic Znerpy Comcission
thet their atoll wcs safe for relabitation "despite slisnt linpering radloLCf1v1t*"
and allowed tec return home, rcllowing a court suit in 1875 »11cb forced tle AEV/
Dept, of <nerzy “o co 2 radiolc-ical survey of the rorthern iars -lls, tie DCZ'c
197¢ repert showus that Hengeleop tas, on some islands, radiation levels close to
cikini's, where the tests were conducted. Bikini has bcen declared unlivable for
£0-10C rccrs. Despitc the Ail's cssurances of Fongelapt!s cafety, t < pec:le have
been livin~ on a centominated atoll for mors than 20 rears.

Jtiril: were also contaminated by Zravo, but with abouth 1/10
Accordingly, the AZC reacsured then continually trat they
would Vi no prcbless - 'owever, in 1977 there was a sudder jw.p in the carcer
thyroid groble.s equelling t ~t of the much more heavily exposed Roncelup vTeorle.
The Am#rican doctors adr*+ted trey had teen campletely wrong in their predictions.
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1969 the .ol declared "there is virtually no radiation left" on Biliini
and zllowed veosle t. be in moving back. But ter rears later tl.c radiations levels
were oo i ¢ i Lot . the envirconment and people that tiev wwere evacuated cnee acnirn
1677, moliing iternational headlines in the proc:ss.

The ...C0 lmewr . ikdini was still "hot" in 1675 (accordins to the:ir cur zurve: s
2.0 nretallr mueln coklier - put ther ionéred tihese potential nuzards - frver of
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: ¢ recglz, ¢ ans sclientists uring the resettlemert rade sirte erts
sucl, o5 ildini "ic ,0351bly tre best available source of data for °valuat1r: tie
trennfezr o piubonium across the zut wll after being incoryorated iqto ticlerical
soete s % oLeruao o tner were leavin: people on a da:ger OUglJ contar.insted izlang

Dorbuls o rodotion ¢ficcete”

Lice ccrziiered 2 starle in the larstallese diet, arrourooct (ci :lar to a
potalo,, s=ince the lewe 1670's, ‘as stopped producing on ever: island ir tie lar-
€ aile. Aiditicnalle, poorle from at least 15 stclls assert that the cocs snuts,
orezulr.it ara cilzsr lezl foods either do not produce or have mutated.

* st lenst Lelf 2 deczen islands at Bikini and Enewetak were obliterated off
wre Tace ¢ uie sarts py the testinp, This could hardly be callaed "pretecting te
€ g9°p r

“ = loss of tieir lands,”

us reports feom different atolls of continuines mis-carrin-ercz,
i ugly ceformitics in off spring. reople frem many stodls, in 2ddi-
ien e sor) wlan and Utlrlk, comi-lain of sickness that they had riever experienced

until vz lest 1C-135 years Xet the AZC dectors only loock at tie peorle t! ey

corcider f¢ Lo Yexpe: cd" aqc refuse t.eir xedical service to thece others,

% Lrce's cven Jational Laboratory (on contract to the Aub/DL ) is charred it
cencductirs regular nedical chocks on the exposed peorle and is responsitle for pro—
vidin: for tle _ecplzc! healt'. care., But instead tu_”t Codogiors hiave corcistently
mislezd t e people ctout their radiation exposure (the Ctirik a"* dWRLrl situctieors
are exa rlcs of % is). NSRRI IR . H
subrit that t!e radiesticn problems did not end with tie ruclear tect "rerra.

- Lhat in Toet tiey are just teginning to be felt. The rroblems °z2re are 2
o7 nolicies wiich lave been formulated from very subjective interpretzzion
radioclorical irformotion and it highlights the critical need for an alter-

3
[ &)
b s
"R
(VI LI SRR B |

',J-
7%

30
HES L I ¢ B
o

tive peint of visw, These policies are in direct cenflict with whe'U.S. respon-
cipilit: te rrc*ect t-¢ tealth of tne people. I strcnglj urge that tie feder-1
~ovormment s oouvld urc'lde funds for scientific surveys of t ¢ islands arnd medical
exzoinctiors cf tie zeoxdo by independent doctors and scientists, wit! no cecnnectiony
¢ the DCo. ..-d Ll ouze personnel chould be chosen by uars“allese. !

Zut on Lcop of inis, I would like to invite you and represent:tives of vour
gepartrent tc come tc the iarshalls to investigate tlese and other protlsms first
cnd so that you can understand the situstion lere,
“he U.S. has nct lived up to its oblirations under tle U.ll. Trusteesiir -‘gree-
ment ard in . inr cases has beern in direct violation of it. The resulting radiation
problers tlat ere now becaning evident are just part of tie problem frcing my pecple
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pege ‘hree

in tnre iarsnills. e need Lelp and hore that you will be willing to look into the
substantial human rights viclations tiict are cccuring this very minus: in tre lars'.zl
islands and trust you uill take whatever steps :‘ou dee:.: arpropriate tc ‘elp correct
this situation.

I a looking forwiard tc your reply.

Sincerely,

varlens ieju
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