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THE COUNSELOR

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

.

July 11, 1978

I

TO:. ” Members of the Micronesia Interagency Group .

FROM : 1Matthew Nimetz ~t;~~
Chaiyman
Micronesia Interagency Group.

SUBJECT: Nuclear Claims

I

Attached is a copy of a memorandm from Secfetary of
Defense Harold BroT#n to Dr. Brzezin_s_kidealing with cla~ms

arising out of U.S. nuclear t~s-t~’ngin the Marshall Islands..

In response to Dr. Brzezinski’s request for a recomendatlon
from the Interagency @ouPt I propose to send hlm the attached

memorandum. please provide mY office ‘ith your cements
either orallY or in writing&by ‘ul~

If you have any

questions, contact Ira Wolf .
... . .----- ---.–’-.= ——— ---“--”

Attachment:

As Stated.

●

.



{ .,t ’
.

.

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. 0. C. 20301

$ JUL 197i
. .

.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATSONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Micronesia Status Negotiations

BY letter dated March 27; 197~~ Secret~rY Duncan made an
inf,ormal request to ~eter -R. Rosenb~qt.ti,the ‘President’s .
Personal Representative for Micro-nesian Status Negotiations,
that he include on the agenda for the negotiations potential
claims axising out of United States nuclear testing and
related activities. A copy of his letter is attached.

In discussions between the Department of Defense and the
Office of Micronesia Status Negotiations{ Ambassador
Rosenblatt has expressed concern that his instructions from
the National Security Council do not authorize him to raise
this qluesAtionin the negotiations. To remedy this concern,
we believe that Ambassador Rosenblatt should be authorized
to discuss the issue.

The issue is ripe for decisi;n now because the Mnbassador
departs for ~cronesi~ July 11, 1978 to present and eXp~aiII

the text of a draft canpact preparatory to a plenary nego-
tiating session which will commence cn or about August 1,

●

1978. The current draft is silent on the claiins question.

The negotiations presently are being conducted pursuant to
PD/NSC-11, dated May 5, 1977, as amended by PD/NSC-34. I
would like to see these instructions supplemented as follows:

.

(1) To direct the United States negotiator,
prior to the next Plenary Session, to raise with all
relevant parties the possibility of arranging for a
final disposition as part of the status negotiations
of all potential claims arising out of United states
nuclear testing and related activities in Micronesia;

(2) TO direct the United states negotiator
to obtain from such discussions the views of such
parties with respect to the parameters that any
such final disposition might take; and

.
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‘ (3) TO direct the United States negotiator

to report the results of such discussions back to

the NSC Policy Review Committee for further instruc-
tions on this subject.

I believe that it is in the best interest of the United States

to attempt to resolve the claims issue at this time. This

attempt may ultimately be unsuccessful but I think it is

important that we make a good faith effort.
The proposed

change in the negotiating instructions only requires that ‘

the issue be discussed. We can determine at a later date

what our position should be.

It is important that the change be made before Ambassador
Rosenblatt leaves for Micronesia on July 14, 1978,

.

Attachment
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“ C obstruction Appropriation Act,
Public tiw 94-367, wi’~ respect to ..

xnewet2.?S,ad sectioa 104 of the Territories of the Umted States Appro-. .-

priation Autio&=tion Ac~, ~fic KW 95-134, may not be &spostive .
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