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. @ 3 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE ,e
- — REGIONAL OFFICT

T 1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR
QFFICE FOR CIVIL BIGRHTS SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 34103

KUL 20 1979

Ruth Van Cleve, Director
Office of Territorial Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

(In raply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095)
Dear Ms. Van Cleve:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office

for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determined
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We balieve

that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction
of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy
of the complaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Sincerely, . >
(]//[Mzw%uwd : 7,{0%/

jean Kresy-Porée, Acting DArector
Program Review and Management
Suppert Division

Enclosure
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Z write to o r.cesinr o 1 ms in tne i.orcho
nave neer cauc2d booT 1 violation
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I o Mers allese, presentily attending a university in lawail and ry rermener”
resicderce ic c¢r tle isiicd of Zieye, iwnjalein stoll.

oo lotter Ioan sciis to address some of the problems [ocing pecile ors
cc o result of tlie V.. nuclear testiio rrosran, As wou are widcudtedi zuiare, oo
U.l. cirmac ¢ United Duticis Truactees ip ~grescent in 10L7, whic 1o findire oo
americe o alnisictering nat oritv ol ti islands, T Apreement statec tle U.l. is
res oroibdic tc "sretect tho neslth cf ¢V irhabitants" and tc “pretect t.e inlauvi-
tante w-ainst tre logs of t elr land and rescurces,”
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travelling threughou. the vars.clls - te
cen onl- be reached by btoot - Intervi :
ve experienced £scn tlie rodiocuctive Tzllov
Je things I have learned:
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% In 1S4¢, prior tc t.e first te st series of "low yield" atcmic u@“us at Sikini,
recidents ¢f ZLergelay and nearty atclls were evacuated as a precazution. Zicht vearc
later, w.en 3ruvo was detcnated - the largest bomb ever cxrploded atove "round (7 0
tires lapzer than earlier testc) - none of the peoule were evocuated and several
undrel were seriously contaninzted witi snow like fzllout on Fongelap and Utirik,
ameriz:n rodiaiion nonitcring verscrnel con an ztoll close to Zengelas were evacui -
ted s‘or*T" after t e test, Tui the Rorgelap people were rnct evacuated Jor n.ere
than 42 hours, thus compounding theri radiation rroblex

# In 1657 (three vears zfter tre 3ravo shot), with no extensive radiolcziral
surveys cerducted, the peo 1: of Rengelap were told by the Atomic Znergr Comiission
that t-eir atoll wis safe for re:abitation "despite slirnt lingering radlo@c*1V1tv”
and algaved to return nome., rcllowing a court suit in 1675 which lorced the nEv/
Dept. of inersy o do 2 radiolcical survey of the rorthern hars -lls, tie DCE's
197¢ report shows that Rengelep ias, on some islands, radiation levels close to
Zikini’s, where the tests were conducted., Bikini has been declared unlivable for
50-10C w¢ars. Despitc the Acl's cssurances of Fongelap's cafety, t < pec: le have
heen livin- on a contcminated atoll for more than 20 rears.

i The necple of Utiril were also contaminated by Bravo, but with abouth 1/10
of the “ongelap dose. Acvord‘rg y, the AEC reacsured then vontmuall trat they
would 3°v: no prcblems - lowever, in 1977 there was a sudder ju.p in the cancer and
thyroid problens equalling t ot of the much more heavily c“poged hongelcp veotle.
The imarican doctors admitted threy had been cam ipletely wrong in their predictiones.
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-t 160¢ thie .ul declared "there ic virtually nc racdiation left' on Bil-iri
and wilowed veorle toobe in noving back, But ten ears later Ll radiations levels
)ere oo Wi v i et the enviremuent and recple thot Liey were evacuated ones cenir
i 1977, miking Ltermational headlines in ihe proc:ss.

still "hot" in 167
her irngred tiies

© e :
cciertists ‘uring the re:ettlemert iade strte ents
e pest available scource of data for evaluatins tle
ek s the zut w1l after Lelr: incoryorated i:tc ololc:ical
Lot Tooles ol trher wers leav;nj peorle on a da.gerously centa.incted i-larg
Lo oriul cflcete?

rle ir. the llarsiallese diet, arrcuroet (ci “ier to a
-as stepped producing on ever: islend ir tie lar-
cm at least 15 etcllc assert that the coconuis,
eitier do nect produce cr heve rmutated,

¥ oan lenst L =lT 2 dezen islands at Bikini and Snewetal: were obl;ter-ted orf
The face ¢ tigoeart by the testing., Thic could hardly be called "prectectiig tle
Inosploanto rpalrlt U2 locs of tieir lands,™

ctill Virtc wd uglr cefermitics in off spring, feople frer ma v etotls, in addi-
ticnm te :on clav and Utirik, comilain of sickness that they had rever experienced
unt L3 lrst 1C-15 years. ¥et the AZC doctors only lock at tie peornle i ey
corzicer to o Vempezed" and refuse tieir nedical service tc thece cihers.

Irerc are muercus rerxorts from different atolls of coqtinu;nf mis-c avr‘"f’",

zven ational Laboratory (on centract to the ALC/DCI) is charred it
r nedical chacks on the eVposed'peorle and is responsitle for pro-
~zz' healt’. care. 3But instead t“ Codociors . hiave concistently
:bout H‘ew' radiation exposure (tn~;§twrlx and ;'klrl S;tJ&L;OFq
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radistion problems did not end with tie ruclear test -rocra.
tiey are just beginning to be felt. The rroblems 'ere are =z
ich "ave been formulated from verry subjective 1nueryretat10n
for:~tlon and it highlights the critical need for an alter-
pc1n, of viz:. Trese policies are in direct conflict with whe'U.S. respon-

tc rretect t ¢ realth of tnhe people. I strengly urge that tie feder-1
covernnient ¢ ovld rreovide funds for scientific surveys of t ¢ islands and medical
ex;:in:fior: cl t‘e reorls by independent doctors and scientists, wit! no cornection/
tc the D0, ..-i {loze personnel chould be chosen by llars'ic llese. f

“ut en fcp ol this, I wculd like to invite you and represent:tives of vour

gepartiert tc come tc tie larsihalls to investigate tlece and other problems first
hrnd so that rou can understand the situction 'ere.

ke U.Z. has not lived up to its obligations under tle U.ll. Trusteeshipr igree-
~ment erd in  :onr coses has been in direct violation of it. The resulting radiation
problems tlat zre now beceming evident are just part of tie problem frcing my pecple
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we need hLelp and lore
rignte viclations tict
11211 take whetever

1 tc vour reply.

tiat you will be willing to loor into the

are cccuring

thiis very minut:

in the iars 211

steps cu deew appropriste tc telpn ceorrect
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