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essential.facts with respect to this case are these:

yre ~~Yma was esposed to the f~-cut of the ~-~~ch1$ 195’$

Bikini detonation as here the others of the crew of the FUkWXU
l%ru. He b.d sericus general body exposure co~r;oined mth loccal
radiation burns of ti:~ skin;

He apparently was recover~ng frm his radiation injury quite
satisfactorily, and at the tim of his death no recognizable
ir,ternalradiation da-._-~~e };asreoorted and radio-chenical
ex:miwti m of tis5’1es P.ndtb,eskl e’mn shc-,zedext~<xzly low

r2.dio2.cti%ity;in f~ct9 :;>proachjng le~els which would be
considered negligible frm a kealth standpo~.nt;

At a time when he was ccwalesc~vg satisfactorily from MS
radiati.oninjlry, he dev?loped hspz.titis ~:hichws presul’.?.kl.y
of infectio-~stype czlsed by a iiltczzble virus. FrGm Ms he
~ew stw.di.ly?mrse with severe liver pathology and gerieral.i’ed
~aundice. fAfter a prolonged illness, he died from the effec s
of hepatitis>

Such hepatitis is not in itself a direct consequence of radiation
injury aifiddoes not constitute a part of such injury. In this

case, however, the hepatitis is corisidereda complication of the
illness caused by the radiation exposure and thus relat=d ti it
in the sen”sethat had the deceased not been involved in this
accident, he would prok”oly be alive taday. Discussions as to

the precise i.3Xlf2 of ~cmlisition of ~~e ~cpatjtis virus ~;ould

be fruitless. Such i~~cstiozs are co-n?n and WC-U in all
cle=~eesof s~verity;

In view of the above, I would not wish to contend that the
severity of the hepatitis was entirely unrelated to the previcns
illness caused by the radiation exposure. “It is @ossible to
make any firm state~ent concerning this relationsh~p. It is a
reasonakil-eline of argument that the prior injury and illness
may have contributed to the severity of the complicating hepatitis,
and tins have contrilmted to his death I,%i.leit is nest likely,
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in my opinion, that the infectias agent was introduced through
the transf~sl.onsused for treatment, it must be remembered that
this virus my be, and ccumofilyis3 acquired in other >~ayso It
would probably be of value if a general statemnt wre released
on this subject rather than to have it appear as press cpotatims
of answers to specific and oft=tinas poorly p’hrase3q~estions
asked on the s?u of the rtomento

C~.a&~.an
General ~<~a~~e~
:.isdish.ry

●

i

i


