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1. I called on Foreign Minister this morning to express official
concern over relapse and critical condition Aikichi Kuboyama, -
radio operator FUKURYLJLIAW, and to extend our best wishes for
his recovery. At noon Embassy issued press release re visit;
text cabled Embassy’s 520.

2. I also expressed to Oka.zakimy concern over unfriendly
sensationalism with whit.:Japanese press is reporting Kuboyama’s
illness end the encouragement given to those Japanese officials
who have used Kuboyama’s qondition to agitate for larger com-
-pensation from US. Believing it important have US off”eron record
in writing, I handed Okazaki a personal letter in which, after
expressing our sympathy for Kubo arna,I: (A) Restated our maxiroum
offer of one million dollars; (B$ pointed out that while distri-
bution of sum is matter for Japanese Government we hoped major
Dortion would be used to com~ensate Datients and their families
~nd recelled’

.

(C) asked formally if
Je anese C@vernment now prepared-conc~u~e compensation-agreement;
(D7 rsmtnded Okazaki that any sum in excess our offer would re-
quire Congressional action and consequent delays; and (E) hoped
settlement could be arranged speedily in interest expediting aid
and assistance.for unfortunate fisherman. In giving Okazaki this
letter, 1 said I hoped it l.~ouldbe of assistance to his efforts
with his :.ministerialcolleagues.

3* Okezaki said. BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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4. .4tthis point I sho~:edhim ET%ssy memorandum of conversation
with ABCC doctor who hsd Pxamined Kuboyama August 30. This doctor
hsd reported to US that patient who had recently recovered from
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jaundice appeared to hcve virus hepatitis induced by 73 blood
and plasma transfusions. He characterized this as ‘serious
overtreatrnent”and noted a number of deficiencies and incon-
sist~ncitis in care and.case records of Kuboyama. I said that

regardless merits this doctor’s opinion, if com~nsation issue
went to Congress testimony such as this would have to be in-
troduce into record. This would create most difficult
situation US-Japanese relations and would undermine efforts
of Japan’s friends’in US to be of continuing assistance.
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F~YU lfARUpatient Kuboyama f.sr+pa~.ted1< still ~n ccma with
ccndition deteriorating. l~learr;:hi}etTpba~esepre’S5’ ~ndulgi ng In
full scale emotional outburst con&~?i’f@’--selfpity, c:’itictsm
of the Japanese Government fcr its ‘fdelinquentllhandling of
FUJKURYUlJIARUinderninificat~on and general reserltmenta,gaj.nst
us.

hOrJg ~ern~cul al? paperS, MAIh3CliI,SAXGYO KELIZ41, ‘IYXXO
SHIIJHJN and NICI+IIYICHI,while gi’ing ‘.~idecoverage and expressing
equal alarri
ASAHI.

,are somew’natless anti-.k,:erican than Y0141UR1or
S~ate Minister Ando is bein~ widely praised for his

Starjdfor greater compensation for FUKWRYU M4RU victims while
INS report from l!ashington indicatirlgthat transfusion riIoh*
radiation Kay be responsi;~le for patients condition has been
indig.:entlyrejected by Japanese do,~toi~sin charge of case.

Drf Tsuzukifs statement.that he had asked Americans for ach-
romycin and been told ncne a’:aila-blecarefully reporied, but “
only Japanese 1.14iNiCHi gave AIXC Dr. Hclnes credit for trying
to assist, picturfng hlm as only interested due to friendship
with W. Y’s’~zukiand aS I--er]dered‘nelplessby U-Sred tape.
Fact that US continuing supply intravenous aureomycin barely
mentioned.

Simlilar2yearly US state~el~tsc,infnizil~gJ–uVJRl”iIL4FWincident
being resuscitated with adverse cmime]:~aryand attitude of US
regarding claims being widely scored aS cold and legalistic.


