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CHAPTER 13 FOR TEST MANAGERS REP:zT, HARDTACK II
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Attached for your review and comnents is a draft of Chapter 13 -
PHS HMedical Officer Liaison Network. We have a deadline of

mﬁm__ﬂ for submission of this drailt; hence an early reply
wo appreciated,

To expedite your review, I am forwarding by copy of this mamo
& copy of tne draft to Dr. Fd. Williems for his perusal and
camments,

£nclosure
Cy Draft Chapt 13

CC: DNr. Ed. "Hlliams, USPHS, ¥Wash, U. C. w/encl



CHAPTER 13 « PHS MEDICAL OFPICE:: LTAISON NWTWORX

Introduction
13.1. In sccordanoe with the SOP<NTSO Chapter 0701, Plan for Radio-
biologioal Investigations, the Msdical Officer Liasison Network was

operated during the Operstion Hardtack II.

v
Purpose
13.2. The purpose of the network was:
(1) To assist the AEC in the prompt investigation of reported
incidents and humsn complain@e related to test activities;
(2) To establish a relationship, or asbsence thereof, between
the individusls? reported sywptoms and the test sctivities)
(3) 7o explain the situstion to the physichn in sttendance and
to the patient in understandabls and acceptable terws;
(4) To allow a greater musber of medical and hoalis personnel
to ineresse thelir knovledge and experience in radiologioal
health wtters.

Personnsl
13.3. The perscnnsl for operation of the hetwork amm listed in the
80P=NTSO. The Network coordination was accoavlisned tw a3 P3S Yad o}
Offizar sssigned to the Test “anager as a mendber of his staff, Two
medicel officers nccupiel this position, Additional dutles of the
Coordinstor were to serve as advisor to the iest “anager on wedtical

sallere Telate: 1o radistion and as the Off=Site Medicel Oflicer.



Operations
13.4. During the Hardtasck II Oporation all inquiries and requests
for investigstions were directed for action to the NTS8O. Recuuse
the series produced wery little fallout off-site, tne inoidunts 2.
complaints that reached the Coordinator were not operation Hardtseck
II comnscted.

Investigations
13.5. A woman in Cslifornis had previcusly written & mumber of
1lstters to the AEC, Albuquergue Operutions Office, claiming that she
suffered a skin condition which was csused Ly radiocactive fallout from
the weapons testing progras. The Coordinator established Jontact with
the Region IX Liaison Offioer and subssquently visited the womsn and
hepr physicisn. The inwvestigation showed thot tne woman previocusly had
had cancer of the throat and receivas both surger: and thsrapeutie
Yeray trestasnts. The Coocrdinator did not constider radicactive fallowt
to blame for her condition, and the OTO advised hor that as a result
of this investigstion they would not honor her claim for dsaages.
13.6. A resident of Las Vegas was disturbed for fear that her child,
st ons time had s temtative diagnosis of heart trouble and was presently
sufferine from asthma, wight be reneivinc dawagin: amounts of redlation
from test activities. The woasn seewsed honsstl- concerned and earncst
in her wish to have infornstion as to whether or n-t the esmounte of
rediation frow the mucloar tests series were of health significance to

the esmmnity 2nd (n Loriicules Lu bel son, (0.8 was discuesed with



hor by the Coordinator. She was gretified to learn the true situation
and that there was no justification for her to plan on leaving the Las
Vegas area.

13.7. The Coordinator was askad to discuss the case of a former REFCO
employes with his attendinr pms.ciqfn. This person was recovering from
urut.u with toneillitis and glomeruloenephritis and trere had been
some Question of radiation or heavy metal poisoning as etiological
faotors, A review of the cese with the doctor indlcated thet neither
redistion or heavy mstal polsoning pleyed n parg in the patients present
condition. The result of this investigation vwas reported to the Manager
of the Bsdiological Safety and iechnicel Services Department of ’
Reynolds Bloctrioal.& Enginesring Company.

13.8. During Herdtasck II, the compleint of e former emplayee of Yolmes
& Narver st Eniwstok Proving Ground was brouxht ‘o the attentilon of 010,
This person was suffering from acute aplastic anemis end his physieilﬂ
had rendered an opinion thet the condition might be osused froa exposure
to redistion. The Coordinatnr visited the attending physician, the
patient's lswysr, snd the prtient himself., Further, the Coordinstor
testified at an infor+al h:aring in tie J¥fice of the Depuly Comnl'ssloner,
Ewployess, Compsnsation Commtsgalon, attended by the pstient, ti.e carrier,
the attormeys for both rides, »ni the eputy “omnissioner. In the basis
of this hearing snd & note b a pathclogist to the effect thal the
patient's condition was concistent with poisoning by volatile hviro-

carbons, the lawyer decided not to ~ress & radiation damage clain,



Conclusions and Recommendations
13,8, The Medioal Liaison Officer Network continued to operate
suscessfully in investigating incidents and inquiries before they
becams of nevs importance. No newsworthy stories of radiation

injuries or incidents arose during the series,
13.9, The Network Coordinator and the OffeSite Medical Officer

responsibilities rested with oue individusl during this operstion,

T™his philosophy of close cooperation Lotween thess two groups should

be comwo
13.10, The Medical Liaison Officer #ciwork siould be contimied in

operation and be available to the iest lanager during amy future test

worlos as well &8s the interiu pariods,
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