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University of California
Berkeley, California
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For the U & Aloi i iy CoMmISSIOR

Division of Classitiiation

Desar Ernest:

You doubtless know where Professor Cockcroft is now
located and how his appointment came sbout. For the past two
months, Cockcroft has urged me to ask McGill University to
set up the cyclotron and small radiation laboratory as planned
before the war. Under the proposed scheme, the establishment
would then be regarded as a McGill Group under N. R. C. and
would receive support from Canadian public funds.

T saw Dean Mackenzie, President of the National
Research Council during my holidays and asked him whether he
could arrenge for me to see you or Professor Bohr in order to
become acquainted with at least some aspects of a great devel-
opment which has proceeded in secret. He said such talks
would be difficult or impossible to arrange.

McGill is therefore asked to proceed on the following
advice: Oliphant says one would be crazy to build a cyclotron
at this time, while Chadwick via Cockeroft favours the immedia te
construction. Of course, this matter has nothing to do with
the war so far as I can see. In view of the fact that I began
to build up a small school of reasonably good physicists twenty
years before these most distinguished English gentlemen arrived
in Montrsal, I am embarrassed no end with the thought that they
should lay out diemetrically opposite courses for my use of
Canadian funds in & development of Canadian resources.

My elder son is in Italy after two years at Harvard
Radio Research, He puts Harvard gear in planes and spends some
time as copilot of a B-17. The yowmger boy has been at Harvard
Underwater Sound for a little more than a year, and expects to
be called into the U. S. Navy next week. As you probably know,
the boys are U. S. citizens.
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My own work has gone very well indeed, though it is
a constant source of amazement to me that I do enything with
radio. The main thing has been a strictly linear rapid scan-
ner good for large anglesabf scan without optical approxima-
tions. Tt is to be used in automatic form for antl-aircraft
fire control on U. S. shipboard and for observation of shell
splash in the British Navy, The Canadian Amy is interested
in the continuous observation of shell trajectories by a form
which gcans sixty times per second.

With the boys away, the coming year is the only one
I can foresee in which I might possibly arrenge to go into war
work anywhere. I mey stay here to get some production out to
sea, but at the present stage of designs, T do not honestly
think the men would fail to produce the goods without me.
Professor Loomis would not like to see & change, I em sure,
but if you see an opening for me with a military aspect,
quite likely the transfer could be arranged. Such & contsact
would enable me to make a smooth transition into a post-war
programme at MeGi1ll in which I hope some of my old students
may be asble to take & prominent part.

With best regards to your wife and to Berkeley
friends, I am

Yours siﬁfarely,

Stuart Foster
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September 22, 19k

Dr. Stuart Foster

Radiation Laboratory

Massachusetts Mmstitute of Teohnology
Cambridge 35, Massachusetts

Dear Stuart:

I vas very glad to hear from you, and as Oliphant was here, T
asked him "hov come.” I find he does agree that it would be very much
wvorth vhile to butld & cyslotron at MeGill, and he is going to write
you his thoughts on the subJject.

A8 regards your last paragraph, I would not vant to urge you
to leave Cambridge and Join in some work in vhich I am involved, ae
that would be regarded by my friend Wheeler as no less than tresson.
However, I need hardly say that you would be extremely welsomes if you
should decide to join us, and I can assure you there is planty to do
and there would be a good place for you, #ither here or slsevhers.

I vas at the Rediation Leborstory in Cembridge for a day
several months ago, and I had plarmed to see you, but got involved in
sighteseeing and coomittes meetings all dsy long, and suddenly realized
it vas tims to run for the train. However,; I 4o hope to get up to Boston
sgain some time this full, and if you are still there I will certainly
this timé make it a point to drop in for a vimit,

Very cordially,

Ernest 0. Lawvrenoce

ROL:B..
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- September 26, 1944

J. 8. Foster
Radiation Laboratory
Macsachusetts Inatitute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mamsachusetts
Dear Stuart:
I'm glad to hear an attractive program is
being set up for you at McGill. I may get up to Boston before

7ou leave and ocertainly will look forward to seeing you.

Cordially,

Ernest 0. Lawrence
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