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LEGAL NOTICE

This report was prepared as an account of Government sponsored work. Neither the United States,
nor the Commission, nor any person acting on behalf of the Commission:

A. Makes any warranty or representation, expressed or implied, with respectto the accuracy, com-
pleteness, or usefulness of the information contained in this report, or that the use of any information,
apparatus, method, or process disclosed in this report may not infringe privately owned rights; or

B. Assumes any liabilities with respect to the use of, or for damages resulting from the use of
any information, apparatus, method, or process disclosed in this report.

As used in the above, "person acting on behalf of the Commission™ includes any employee or
contractor of the Commission, or employee of such contractor, to the extent that such employee or con-
tractor of the Commission, or employee of such contractor prepares, disseminotes, or provides access to,

any information pursuant to his employment or contract with the Commission, or his employment with
such contractor. .

AEC-GE RICHLAND, WASH.
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BUDGETS AND COSTS

Costs for November were $1, 948, 000, a decrease of $23, 000 from October.
Fiscal year-to-date costs are 41% of the amounts currently authorized to
Hanford Laboratories. The amounts currently authorized have been ad-
Justed to include the increase of $1, 140, 000 as authorized by the Division
of Reactor Development this month. Hanford Laboratories programs at
November 30, 1959 have the following cost - budget relationship.

(In Thousands)

Cost Budget % Spent

2000 Program $ 222 $ 616 36
4000 Program 2 851 7 052 40
5000 Program 195 541 36
6000 Program 885 2 198 40

Research and Development costs for the Hanford Product Departments
were in line with amounts authorized except for the New Production Re-
actor. Funds for FY 1959 were 55% spent at the end of November.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

1. Reactor and Fuels

PRTR Phase II-A (River Pump Structure) has been completed, and
over-all PRTR construction is 54% complete. The Plutonium Fab-
rication Pilot Plant Phase III equipment installation contract was
terminated November 15, 1959, with contract completion estimated
at 96%. The remaining work will be done by the J. A. Jones Con-
struction Company.

Design and analysis work on PRTR and associated facilities included
completion of the Pressurized Gas Cooled Loop transient analysis,
issue of the PRTR Final Safeguards Analysis, completion and cir-
culation for approval of the High Pressure Loop (Project CAH-841)
Project Proposal, completion of the scope description for the PRTR
Rupture Loop (Project CA-867), and issue for comment of design _
criteria for the PRTR Critical Reactivity Measuring Facility (Project
CAH-842).

12308832
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HW-62734, a report summarizing findings of the PRTR helium com-
pressor test program, was issued.

The plutonium fuel rods to be used at PRTR startup consist of an ex-
truded Al-Pu core in an unbonded Zr-2 jacket. In ex-reactor thermal
cycling tests warping and dimensional change have frequently occurred.
It now appears that by careful control of gap dimensions between core
and cladding this difficulty can be overcome. Three elements having

a minimum gap of 0. 0049 inch withstood 77 thermal cycles without
dimensional change.

Three semi-prototypical irradiations of PRTR Pu-Al elements are
in progress: a 19-rod cluster in the ETR 6''x9" loop facility, a
seven-rod cluster in the ETR 3''x3" facility, and a seven-rod cluster
in KER Loop 1.

High density 0. 0259 a/o PuO2-UO2 mixed crystal oxide pellets irra-
diated to 4.4 x 1020 nvt had a microstructure very similar to that of
irradiated UOg3. Fission gas release data are being obtained.

The liquidus of the PuO2-UO2 system has been determined; the curve
follows the general form for simple systems of this type, and no de-
viations from uniformity were observed. Indications of slight loss
of oxygen of PuOjy at high temperatures were also obtained. PuOy
held for one hour at 2000 C in vacuo formed some PuO3.

Fabrication of cold swaged UOg fuel elements for the first PRTR
loading was started about nine months ago. During that period in-
tensive process development has reduced unit fabrication costs sew-
eral-fold. Quantitative cost data are being developed as the work
proceeds.

The grain size of UO9 appears to have a marked effect on its thermal
conductivity.

Electron microscope studies of thin films of UOg irradiated at low
temperatures reveal discrete fission tracks at low exposures and
agglomeration of the UOg2 particles at higher temperatures, pre-
sumably by sublimation.

An in-reactor creep test capsule is still functioning properly after
three months exposure in KW Reactor, a gratifying performance in
view of the difficulties in this kind of experiment. Creep has not

o=
1230833
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been observed on the Zircaloy-2 test specimen or the ex-reactor con-
trol specimen as temperatures and stresses have been progressively
raised to the present 315 C and 22, 000 psi.

Unirradiated sections of heavy-wall Zircaloy-2 tubing are being burst
tested at room temperature in preparation for burst testing sections
of irradiated KER Zircaloy=-2 tubing at essentially room temperature.

Three smooth-bore Zircaloy-2 replacement process tubes, to be
installed in C Reactor, have arrived on-site after fabrication by
Bridgeport Brass Company.

A simple electrographic technique has been developed to detect both
copper contamination on pickled coextruded NPR fuel tubes and ur-
anium contamination of the weld areas.

A viewing cell has been constructed which permits visual observa-
tion and time-lapse photography of rupturing {(predefected, unirra-
diated) metallic uranium fuel rod exposed in hot water at 300 C and
1500 psi The hydrogen gas evolved by the reaction is also col-
lected and measured as an indicator of the water-uranium reaction
rate.

Failures due to hot spots from touching fuel rods are regarded as
possible. Two coextruded uranium-Zircaloy fuel rods electrically
heated (30 kw/ft), and in surface contact at one point, did not
rupture after 3. 75 hours in a flow loop at 300 C and 20 fps water
velocity.

The use of HNOg3 vice H3PO4 to adjust water pH to 4. 5 resulted in an
eight-fold increase in the corrosion rate of X-8001 aluminum in a
600-hour out-of-reactor loop test at 300 C.

Samples of needle coke graphite irradiated at 600 C and above, con-
sistently undergo less contraction than samples of CSF graphite or
other non-needle coke graphites. Also, the out-of-reactor oxidation
rate of one candidate needle coke graphite, measured in CO2 at 750 C,
was slightly less than the rate for CSF graphite.

Initial results indicate the feasibility of increasing the size of outlet

hydraulic connectors on old reactor process tubes; however, Panellit
protection would be reduced slightly.
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HW-62798, "Single Tube Flow Rates at Low Header Pressures with
Nozzle Caps Removed - - All Reactors, "' was issued.

Chemical Research and Development

First experiments indicated that plutonium may be dissolved and sub-
sequently precipitated as PuO2 from the Salt Cycle Process media by
using appropriate reagents. The PuQOg precipitation was done with
uranium present in the melt, thus permitting a simultaneous parti-
tion. Exploratory tests were started on potential pyrochemical de-
cladding schemes to handle Zircaloy-clad UOg in a fashion compat-
ible with the Salt Cycle Process.

Summary analysis of fourteen pilot plant tests showed the dissolution
behavior of standard HAPO fuel slugs in the recirculating Flooded
Tray Dissolver to be essentially identical with a conventional batch
dissolver.

Special methods of ''potting'' with metallic or plaster materials were
shown to be effective ways to prevent excessive vibration while ex-
traneous hardware was cut off of power fuels. Power hacksaws were
employed for the test series.

Electrolytic methods were shown to be an effective way to depassify
stainless steel in a sulfuric acid medium (Sulfex) even when low con-
centrations of nitrate ion were present.

Concurrent precipitation of iron salts complicates recovery of fission
product strontium by the sulfate precipitation method reported last
month. The use of complexing reagents may solve the problem. Tests
also indicated it may be possible to utilize a carrier precipitate to re-
cover strontium.

The original scintillation phosphor on the contact alpha counter located
on the Purex 2BP stream operated for twenty-two months before fail-

ure to demonstrate the durability of this development.

Physics and Instrument Research and Development

In the Plutonium Recycle Program, measurements of the lattice para-
meters of low exposure plutonium fuel elements are progressing satis-
factorily in spite of a large neutron background arising from the (a,n)
reaction of the plutonium on the aluminum matrix. The intermediate
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exposure plutonium containing 20% Pu240 which we had expected to use
in continuing this work to higher exposure plutonium will be unavail-
able. Extension of the work to higher exposures will be undertaken
when material is available from the MTR.

Acceptance testing of phototubes and crystals for the PRTR rupture
monitor continued during the month. The rejection rate on photo-
tubes was 20-25% and that on crystals was considerably higher.

In the NPR Program it has been necessary to redesign the graphite
for the exponential experiments to correspond more closely to a
similar redesign of the actual NPR stack. Meanwhile measurements
continue on lattices and fuel elements of types similar to that of

the NPR. These data will permit a better assessment of the neutron
economy in the NPR when combined with measurements with the
actual NPR lattice.

Mechanical design of the NPR fast scan fuel rupture monitor is 5%
complete while fabrication of equipment to simulate its action for
laboratory tests is nearing completion. Other work for the develop-
ment of radiation monitoring instruments for use around reactors
included the development of a long flexible light pipe for investigat-
ing pigtail contamination and the development of an improved head
for the 105-N Building beta~gamma air monitor.

In the Nuclear Safety Program a series of experiments was begun to
determine the relationship of other geometrical shapes to the cylin-
drical shape in which such experiments have customarily been car-
ried out for reasons of convenience. Measurements also continued

to higher concentrations of 3%-enriched uranium homogeneously mixed
in hydrogeneous moderator.

The construction of the Critical Mass Laboratory is proceeding nearly
on schedule to date, but delayed delivery of the control panel and as-
sociated instrumentation may result from the effects of the steel strike.

During the month nuclear safety advice was furnished to CPD on the
design of equipment for processing non-production fuels and in the
design of casks and cask cars for the transportation of NPR fuel
elements. An experimental check of the nuclear safety of the NPR
cask design is planned when sufficient NPR fuel elements become
available.
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In the Nondestructive Testing Program promising preliminary results
were obtained on a method for simultaneously measuring zirconium
jacket thickness and the thickness of the air gap between the jacket and
the contained fuel rod. If successful this method will have direct ap-
plication in the Plutonium Recycle Program as well as in other fuel
element fabrication programs throughout the AEC.

One source of the small amounts of Zn®3 detected in people examined
at the Shielded Personnel Monitoring Station, as previously reported,
is now believed to be Pacific Ocean seafood. Similar results, but
showing lower concentrations, have been recently reported from other
sites on Atlantic Coast seafood. Maximum concentrations found to
date occurred in oysters but were less than 50%of the maximum per-
missible concentration for Zn65 in water.

In the Gas-Cooled Reactor Program measurements were completed
on the effect of a control rod inserted into a gas-cooled reactor lat-
tice. Results obtained were in excellent agreement with predictions
from theoretical calculations.

Development of a satisfactory calibration technique by the Analytical
Chemistry Operation has greatly aided work on the compilation and
analysis of the results obtained in last summer's atmospheric physics
program. A schedule has been laid out in collaboration with the Air
Force for the preparation of the reports.

Orderly progress was made on the many projects in the radiation
monitoring instrument field. Noteworthy was the decision to prepare
as-built drawings on the Alpha-Beta-Gamma Scintillation Trans-
istorized Hand and Shoe Monitor which had operated continuously

for 9 months with only minor servicing in the 329 Building.

The mass spectrometer developed for the Division of Research
operated routinely during the month with sample runs being made
on 16 of the 19 working days.

4. Biology

Biological monitoring tests proceeded without notable changes in
contamination levels or effects of reactor effluents.
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Work on a strontium and calcium problem, which earlier suggested
the lack of validity in assumptions being made in assessing Sr
hazards in terms of a ratio, is now contributing to some important
knowledge of calcium metabolism, particularly in terms of relation-
ship between dietary calcium and physiological turnover of the
substance.

Cenmé‘t-Pr144 injected into a ram showed interesting variation in
tissue concentration. The pituitary, for example, had a concentration
20 times greater than the plasma.

Work at Rochester several years ago suggested that the pulmonary
lymph nodes may be the critical organ for inhaled radioactive
particles. Since then, we have noted similar concentrating abilities
of the nodes. Recent work on Pu23902 in lungs of dogs indicate that
somewhere between two and ten weeks after inhalation the lymph
nodes contain a higher concentration of plutonium than the lung.

Although caution must be exercised in drawing any conclusions from
this, a tumor was found under the skin of a rabbit which had been
exposed to 16, 000 rads from P32 four years ago We believe this

to be the first skin tumor caused by irradiation of rabbit skin.

Polyvinylpyrrolidone may be a reasonable substance for diagnosing
intestinal radiation injury. Work with the substance, when labelled
with 1131, showed that 750 r whole-body exposure doubled the normal
loss of the substance into the intestine. One thousand r quadrupled it.

Swine were given bone marrow cells after exposure to 800 r, total
body X irradiation (LD/100). One of the pigs is still alive. Although
this may be the first time a lethally irradiated pig has survived
beyond two weeks, the result is still preliminary.

Programming

A report on ionium (thorium-230) for preparation of the potentially
useful radioisotopes U-232 and Th-228 was prepared. Related work
involved a brief survey of uranium ore processing industry. The
survey was sufficient to show that a large fraction of the industry
has a potential for providing thorium concentrates ranging from

2 to 5 per cent thorium-230.
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To check out the recently developed Meleager code, the Yankee reactor
lattice calculations performed last year using other codes were repeated.
Asg before long-burning "Phoenix" fuel performance was noted for
certain instances; in particular when using plutonium feed with an
artificially high ratio of Pu-240 to Pu-239. Phoenix behavior was also
found to depend strongly on resonant absorption in the fuel, and thus

to be influenced greatly by fuel geometry considerations.

A detailed schedule of critical start-up tests for the PRTR was drawn
up.

Assistance was rendered to the AEC Division of Reactor Development
in preparing the Plutonium Recycle Program portion of a 10 year
reactor development program.

TECHNICAL AND OTHER SERVICES

A simple method was developed of assigning supplemental crew personnel
which minimizes total charge-discharge time for the reactor complex.

Further work was done in relating dimensional distortion experienced by
co-extruded tubes during heat treating to the reduction ratio employed in
the co-extrusion process.

Work on 10 operations analysis programs continued during the month. In
addition, statistical and mathematical assistance on 10 problems was given
within HLO and to other departments and operations.

Positive findings of Zn®3 in 95% of the subjects examined in the Shielded
Personnel Monitoring Station led to investigation of sources of this
radioisotope in humans. In addition to previously reported Zn%9 in
Columbia River water, some Pacific Ocean sea foods were examined as
possible sources of this radioisotope. Pacific oysters showed the highest
concentration of Zn69 in the sea foods examined and averaged 4 to 5 x 10-5
Hc/gm oysters. A steady dietary habit of one pound of such oysters per
week would result in less than 5% of the permissible body burden for Zn69,

Analyses of Columbia River water ohtained at Vancouver, Washmgton
for the past several months indicated Cr51, Np239 zn69 and P32

that order, to be the most abundant radioisotopes and account for over
90% of the total radioisotopic content of the river at that point. The
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daily quantity (in curies) of these radioactive materials passm a point
near Vancouver was estimated at Cr31 - 900, Np239 - 70, zZn82 - 20,

and P32 - 20. These radioisotopes in the Columbia River water at
Vancouver represent 0,2% - 0. 5% of the drinking water MPC for persons
in the neighborhood of controlled areas. The large residual in terms

of total curies entering the Pacific Ocean has perhaps not been appreciated
by those observing the river system. It has been clear from dimple decay
arithmetic applied to the discharge passing Pasco. Such a calculation
overstates the ocean discharge (no allowance for uptake in river organisms
or mud) but not by a major factor.

There were 23 authorized projects at month's end with total authorized
funds of $7, 683, 600. The total estimated cost of these projects is

$9, 570, 365. Two new projects were authorized and two were completed
during the month. Three new projects are awaiting AEC approval and
two new projects were submitted to AEC during the month. Five pro-
posals for new projects are in preparation.

Total productive time for Technical Shops for the month was 13, 321
hours. This includes 12, 159 performed in the Technical Shops, 730
assigned to Minor Construction, 158 to other project shops, and 274
hours to off-site vendors. The total shop backlog is 25, 547 hours of
which 50% is required in the current month, with the remainder dis-
tributed over a three-month period. Overtime worked during the month
was 3. 8% (599 hours) of the total available hours.

Radiographic Testing made a total of 8, 565 tests, of which 970 were

radiographic (including x-ray and gamma-ray) and 7, 595 were supplementary

tests. Out of a total of 3, 066 man-hours, 727 (23. 7%) were in connection
with radiographic tests, and 2, 339 (76. 3%) were used on supplementary
tests.

The procedure for off-site distribution of uncategorized classified
reports is being reviewed and will be modified. It is expected that the
new procedure will require that HOO-AEC approve all off-site distri-
bution of such reports.

SUPPORTING FUNCTIONS

The laboratory equipment pool (Building 3718) is ready for operation.
Equipment is in the process of being tagged prior to transfer to the
storage area.
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Equipment expenditures and commitments are running substantially
ahead of FY 1959 at November 30 but are within approved ceilings.

The HLO contribution for "1959 at HAPO" is being prepared. Several
groups have been contacted for pictures and the narrative is being
prepared. Deadline for the first rough draft is January 8.

Recent reallocation of funds by the HAPO - General Manager which
is based on the Mid-~Year Budget Review indicates a reduction of equip-
ment funds available to Hanford Laboratories in the amount of $233, 000.

As of November 30th, the staff of the Hanford Laboratories totalled 1320
employees, including 634 exempt and 686 nonexempt. There were 547
employees possessing technical degrees, including 336 B.S., 112 M.S.,
and 98 Ph.D.

The medical treatment frequency for November was 1. 48 as compared
with 1. 51 last month. There were 4 security violations during November,
bringing the total for the year to date to 42.

During the month, a pressure accumulator in 314 Building basement failed
while under pressure of 18, 000 psi. The end plug was ejected as a result
of an inadequate number of threads of the proper quality to withstand the
pressure. There were no employees injured although the damage totalled
$3500, '

During November, HAPO participated in Ph.D. recruiting at M. 1. T.,
Ohio State, Colorado, Utah, Wisconsin, Jowa State, Iowa, Oregon State,
Oregon, and California. Referrals from these and schools previously
visited this year are being received in increasing numbers for HAPO
consideration, Three Ph. D. candidates visited for interviews during
November and one offer was extended to a Ph. D. candidate.

Mid-year campus visitations have been completed except for four south-
western schools scheduled early in December. No mid-year offers

have been extended to date; however, an appreciable number of June
graduates have been developed as candidates. Seven offers were extended
to BS/MS experienced personnel during the month and five offer
acceptances were received.

12340841
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Two Technical Graduates were added to the Program during the month
and four were placed on permanent assignment. On November 30th
there were 67 Technical Graduates and 7 Technician Trainees on the
Programs.

Eleven requisitions were filled during November. With the receipt of
8 requisitions, 2 cancellations and 5 placed on a hold basis, there were
7 openings at month's end, for which 4 candidates are in process,

2 4ransfers pending and one yet to be procured.

Aonfnter

Manager
Hanford Laboratories

HM Parker:pmg
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REACTOR AND FUELS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OPERATION

TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES

A. FISSIONABLE MATERIALS - 2000 PROGRAM

1. METALLURGY PROGRAM

Corrosion Studies

Hydriding of Zircaloy in Simulated NPR Gas Atmosphere. Eight Zircaloy
coupons were exposed in a "high hydrogen" simulated NPR gas atmosphere.
This gas atmosphere was produced by passing helium at atmospheric
pressure through water undergoing electrolysis. The resulting gas
mixture of helium, oxygen, hydrogen, and water vapor was then passed
through a heated (1100 C) one-inch diameter tube packed with graphite.
As a result of reaction with the hot graphite, a product gas of the
following mass spectrometer analysis (in mole %) was obtained:

86.4 He, 7.0k Hp, 5.13 CO, 1.25 Np, 0.11 H20, and less than 0.0l each
for 02, A, and COo2.

This reaction gas was then passed over the Zircaloy samples which were
held at 400 C. After 21 days of exposure the samples were removed and
analyzed for hydrogen, with results as follows:

Vacuum Fusion Analysis

Furnace Surface Hydrogen Found After
Position Alloy Preparation 21 Days at 400 C

1 Zr-2 Etched 410 ppm

1 Zr-4 Etched 635 ppm

2 Zr-2 Vapor Blast 810 ppm

2 2r-2 Yapor Blast + 37 ppm

22 hr preautoclave
LOO C, 1500 psi steam
3 Zr-2 Etched & preauto- 29 ppm
clave 22 hr; 400 C,.
1500 psi steam

3 Zr-3 Etched 286 ppm
b Zr-2 Etched 230 ppm
L Zr-4 Etched 340 ppm

The starting hydrogen values were, for the Zircalcy-2, 20 ppm; the
Zircaloy~h, 25 ppm. The gas from the vacuum fusion analysis was
confirmed to be hydrogen by mass spectrometer analysis.

Although all the samples (except those preautoclaved) picked up consid-

erable concentrations of hydrogen, the carbon monoxide and/or water
vapor exerted a marked inhibiting effect on hydrogen pickup, because

1236843
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it is known from previous hydriding studies that if no inbitition had
occurred, destructive hydriding would have resulted. Nevertheless,
the amounts of hydrogen picked up by the unautoclaved samples indicate
an unacceptable hydriding rate for reactor applicatiors, although the
40O C Zircaloy sample temperature is somewhat higher than the normal
maximum NPR process tube temperature. The fact that the preautoclaved
samples did not hydride indica%tes that autoclaving or some other coat-
ing process may give at least short-term protection against transient
over-temperature conditions. Even in hydriding experiments at 500 C,
preautoclaving has been found protective for a few hours.

Inhibiting Effect of Water on Eydriding of Zircaloy. Etched samples of
Zircaloy-2 and Zircaloy-4 were exposed seven days at 40O C in a mixture
of 23 mm Ho0 vapor pressure and 400 mm hydrogen pressure. The samples
were removed and ahplyzed for hydrogen by vacuum fusion analysis, with
data as follows:

Corrosion Wt. Gain - 7 days Hp Found

1. 2Zr-2 19 mg/dm2 ' 33 ppm
2. Zr-2 19 mg/dr? 33 ppm
3. Zr-4 20 mg/dm2 80 ppm
L., Zr-b 17 rg/dm® 30 ppm

With the exception of the No. 3 Zr-l4t sample, none of the samples picked
up any hydrcgen from *the a“wosphere. The corrosion weight gains for
this atmosphere are the same as without hydrogen present.

Fuel Element Rupture Studies. The fuel element autoclave-type rupture
testing facility has been modified by the addition of a viewing ceil.
The cell is four inches long by one inch inside diameter. It is suit-
able for viewing rupture experiments apd corrosion tests in water at
temperatures up to 300 C. The sarple is mrought to test temperature
within three minutes.

Rupture experiments on defected coextruded rod elemernts have been viewed
and photographed using time-lapse photography. A simultaneous hydrogen
evolution curve is also obtained. The viewed ruptures have confirmed
the correspondence between the hydrogen evciution curves and the sample's
rupture behavior.

Reactor Pigtail Corrosion. Two of the newer rear face connectors (pig-
tails) that failed in service have been exaxmined metallographically.
One of these connectors was in service ahout 10 months on E Reactor,
while the other failed in about six weeks orn. F Reactor. Both of these
18-8 stainless steel connectors showed cracking similar to the cracks
found on H Reactor pigtails previously. The H Reactor sample had been
badly sensitized and showed some intergranular cracking as well as the
typical transgranular stress corrosion cracks. Similar cracking was
also observed in gemma sample lines which failed on the rear face of

H Reactor recently. These lines had been in service for several years.
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The reason for the apparent increase in the frequency of thils cracking
in recent years cannot be stated with certainiy at tnis time However,
several factors which tend to cause this type of corrosion have changed
in recent years, viz., tne wetness of the rear face dJring cperating,
stresses, temperature, and vibration generated by high flows through
the connectors. The wetrness of the rear face is indiceed as a largs"’
contributor to the probiem or the basis of current data. Unfortunately,
this wetness is nearly irnherent in the newer connector designs; thus,
the need for a material of construction resistant to this type of crack-
ing is indicated.

Reactor Decontamination. A solution of C.5 M axmonium citrate and

0.01 M ethylene diamine tetracetic acid propooed for use in decontazix
ating reactors displayed excessive corresion rates on mild steel when
tested in stainless steel loops. A laboratory investigstion of this
corrosion problem using rormalized A-212 carborn steel and 3CUL stainless
steel coupons at 90 C shows alr-saturated solutions are more corrosive
than argon-saturated solutions. The corrosiveness of the argeon-saturated
solutions decreased with time for the first twe hours, while +he corro-
siveness of the air-saturated solutions increased during the same perind.
The galvanic current beiween coupons is sensitive to the preireatzent cf
the stainless steel and to the stirring rate, aand “his is not reprcduc-
ible with great accuracy. In these labora“ory-scale %ests ths galvanic
currents betweern coupcns account for less tnan half of the observed
corrosion on the carbcn steel, and usually for only 20 to 30% of the
observed corrosion. ’

The decreasing corrosion rate cobserved in argon-saturated sclution
suggests the saturation of the ethylene diamine tetracetic acid wiia
ferrous ions from the corrosion of the steel. However, the possikil:it
of impurities causing this rate change has nct been elizina*ted. If *ue
higher initial corrcsion rate is due to the ethylene diamine tetracetic
acid, it might be mitigated by either chargirg the complexirg agent or
saturating it with ferrous ion hefore use.

Radiometallurgy Laboratcry Studies

Two enriched (1.6%) 7-rod clusters wit: 20 and 30-mil Zirceicy-2 jacxe+s
were received. Examinatiorn of the ruptured cluster vwith 20-mil jacke"s
revealed a 3/4-inch long crack near the center of an outside rod. Tae
Zircaloy Jjackets on both clusters had a uniform black oxide coating azd
no indication of corrcsion or pitting after irradiation exposure cf

2200 MWD/T (RM-555).

The examination of cne natural uranium, 7-rcd cluster (20-zii Zirzaloy-:z
jackets) with swaged and welded end closures was completed. The zlusTer
had been irrsdiated to 400 MWD/T. Although the end closures were in
excellent condition, some growth of the uranium was observed, aad it is
concluded that more severe irradiation conditiors would 2e& regaires tc
evaluate the end closure method conclusively (RM-552j.

1239845



e ikl e e i

_—— A-k o HW-62899

Evaluation continued on the capability of coextruded, 30-=21i1 thick
Zircaloy-2 cladding to restrain swelling of natural uranium during
irradiation to 2000 MWD/T in the ETR (3EH-3-59). A ruptured sample
exhibited radial macrocracks, very large grain size, and many macro-
cracks in the Zircaloy-2-uranium bond. (D wmeasurements revealed an
expansion of from three to seven percent (RM-275}.

The results and conclusions from these tests will be reported in
connection with the respective programs of Fuel Design and Physical
Metallurgy Operations.

Basic Metallurgy Studies

Electron and Optical Microscopy. Thin evaporated films of carbon
supported on 200 mesh copper grids have been irradisted 1o exposures
as high as 1.5 x 1019 nvt (thermal), and irradiations to higher ex-
posures are in progress. These films, after decay of radioactivity,
will be studied by electron diffraction techniques to establish
whether copper can sublime onto the carbon during irradiation. If
sublimation does occur, then copper contamination of all thin films

or foils irradiaeted on copper grids can be expected during irradiation.

Evaporated films of aluminum containing particles of uranium dioxide

one micron in diameter have been irradiated to exposures as high as

3.4 x 1019 nvt (thermal). As the exposure increases, the small particles
of uranium dioxide break away from the alumirum film. The diffraction
patterns of such films show the presence of small crystallites of
uranium dioxide distributed uniformly over the surface of the film.

The uranium dioxide apparently heats up to high temperatures during
fission and redistri®ution of the oxide by sublimation or its equiv-
alent occurs.

A capsule has been developed for the irradiation of tnin films or foil
specimens for elec*ron microscopy tha®t will permit the encapsulation of
the specimens in & (1 x 10~5 mr Hg) vacuur while keeping the temperatures
of the specimen below 175 F(80 C). The capsule is of high purity
alumiaum, 99.999 plus percent, so the capsules, when returned from ex-
posure in the reactor, can be handled with no shielding after a shcrt
decay period. Welding of the final assembly is acccmrplished in the
electron beam welder in a special cooling block designed to keep the
specimen temperature low.

Solid State Reactions. Optimur conditions of heat treatment for zir-
conium, Zircaloy-2, and Zircaloy-3 are being studied as a function of
cold work, temperature, time and heat treatment atmosphere. Arnalysis
of the recovery kinetics of zirconium has revealed that there is con-
siderable softening before recrystallization begins and that this
"work-softening" is at least a three-step process. When recrystalli-
zation finally begins, it is by a nucleation and growth mechanism.
This microstructural change is accompanied by further softening and is
characterized by a variable activation energy. The rate of recovery
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can be expressed in terms of percent recovery, £, at ary time, t, by
the equation

ar -
d't F(ai) Ti:n i)e [0 - f - fO.L7 /kT

vhere 83 is a parameter descriting the density and distribution of dis-
locations, 713 1s a parameter descridbing the concentration and spatial
distribution of impurity atoms, 74 is a parameter describing the inter-
nal stress fields between line and point defects, E = E5 - & [f - f

is the esctivation energy for recovery of any given f and kT is the abso-
lute temperature multiplied by Boltzmann's factor. This type of ejua+tion
adequately expresses the complexity of recovery processes in general.

In-Reactor Measurements. A prototype creep capsule has been charged ard
is in operation in the KW Reactar. This capsule has been designed to
make continuous measurements of the creep deformation of an annealed
Zircaloy-2 specimen during irradiation. A creep test identical to the
in-reactor test is being run out of the reactor ‘o provide a direct com-
parison with the in-reactor results. No measurable creep occurred in
either test after incremental increases in temperature to 575 F "02 b)
and 600 F (315 C). The specimen tempora*ures were ther lowered tc 3520 F
(260 €) and the stress increased %o 25,600 psi. Temperatures will again
be increased in 25 degree F increments until a measurable creep rate is
obtained in-reactor. The capsule is still operating satisfacterily. No
gas leaks have occurred in the ceramic seals, all thermoccuples are
working, and ihe heaters are intavt. Some limitations have beer ozserveid
in this prototype capsule. The heating element power leads are too small
to carry the power necessary to maintain capsule temperature when the re-
actor is shut down. Tae heat transfer characteristics ¢f the capsiie
shifted markedly when the helium pressure was increased in the capsule
causing a temperature gradient along the specimen which zannot be elim-
inated. Heat transfer under load could not be checked “efore Iin-reacicr
operation as both pressure and tempera+ure couid not be appliled simud-
taneously to the capsule without straining the creep specimen. A second
capsule 1is beilng procured off-site which will embody design changes o
rectify most of these difficulties.

The thermocouple stability capsule, containing an iron-constantan, a
chromel-alumel, and a copper-constantan thermocouple, has been irraijiated
6940 hours at approximately 300 C. I+ has been necessary to stop the
flow of cooling air and helium-16% COp thermoczouple environmental atmos-
phere to both the in-reactor and an identical ex-reactor capsule, during
the past month, due to a plugged reactor test-hole vernt. The in-reactor
thermocouple temperatures have varied betweer 300 and 325 C due to garma
heating in the absence of the coocling gas. Gas atmosphere and tempera-
tures in the ex-reactor capsule have been maintained as nearly ldentical
to those in the in-reactor capsyle as they reasonably could.

Resistance between the in-reactor iron-constantan couple and the bottom

of the thermocouple well has become very erratic, varying between about
600 and 1000 ohms. Deterioration of this couple is possibly due to the
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action of HNO3, produced by the effect of irradiastion or moist air in the
test hole, during the absence of the helium-COp flow. The resistance
between the in-reactor copper-constantan couple and the Yottom of the
thermocouple well has, as in the five previous months, remained high.
This couple has continued to indicate a temperature approximately 15 C
lower than indicated by the iron-constantan and chromel-aiupel couples.
Under the test conditions, imposed thus far on the in-reactor couples,
cnly the chromel-alumel couple has not shown an increase in resistance
between the couple and the totiom of the well.

Metallic Fuel Development

Cluster Fuel Elements. The ruptured 7-rod cluster fuel element discharged
from KER Loop 2 on October 15, 1959, was shipped to Radiometallurgy and
has been visually examined. The cluster has been identified as one of

the 20-mil clad elements and not the 30-mil clad element which was in the
charge. No evidence of crud film formation was observed on the element
nor was there any evidence of corrosion of the Zircalcy-2 cladding. It
was not possible to tell whether or not the uranium under the split in

the cladding was also split.

Tubular Fuel Elemernts. Tubular fuel elements for the NPR are being
tested at the Hanford KER loops and at the ETR. Zircaloy-2 clad uranium
tube and rod elements rar to 2000 MWD/T at KER Loop 4 without incident.
Two elements from the Loop 4 test are at BMI for hot cell examination.
Both rod components have increased in diameter abcut C.6 percent. Boh
tubes appear to be oval after irradiation to the extent of up to 0.04C"
difference in diameter. A section cut from one tube shows extensive
radial cracks in the uranium which may or may not have existed at the
time the element was discharged. The other tube is. free of cracks. The
clad surfaces of the rods showed pitting corrosion attack and heavy crud
formation. Loop 4 operated on pH 4.5 water for this test.

-

Three. 36-inch long tube and tube elemexnts were built for KER Loop 3.
These were made from Zircaloy-2 clad, 1.L47 percent enriched uraniur heat
treated with copper Jjacket intact. A 15-day autoclave test showed white
oxide corrosion on the inside diameter of all components. This is prob-
ably due to air contamination during welding. All elements were rejected.

The quality of tubular 1.8-inch OD Zircaloy clad uranium fuel element
material 1s being evaluated on four extrusions received fram Nuclear
Metals. Metallographic examination shows small areas, about 0.00k-inch
dismeter, which appear as slag or dirt inclusions randomly distributed

in the uranium. These inclusions are frequent enough to show many of
them at the U-Zr interface. In such instances the Zircaloy is pushed
into the inclusion causing an irregular interface at this point. Positive
identificdtion of these inclusions has not been made, and complete pro-
cessing history of the material is not availatle at this time. These
defects are more pronounced on two of the four extrusions, while the
other two are relatively clean. Zircaloy clad thickness of these sizes
varies from 0.019 inch to 0.025 inch in & single extrusion. Measurements
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on three additional extrusions of inner KER size tubes of this same lot

- show variations of Zircaloy clad thickness of 0.016 inch to 0.027 inch

in a single extrusion.

Current procedures for making closures on the Zircaloy clad elements
frequently results in the contaminatiorn of the weld bead with uranium.
This forms a spot of U-Zr alloy in the weld which is less corrosion
resistant than the uncontaminated Zircaloy. It has been found tha*
uranium contaminated spots, even those of low ccncentration, may be
quickly and simply located by & modification of the electrographic tech-
nique previously reported for copper contamination. Since the organic
reagent used to identify uranium (8-Quinolinol) is ineffective in the

presence of fluoride ion, the HNO3-HF electrolyte used for copper de-

tection is replaced by a NaNO3-NapCO3 solution.

While the vectorscope with the special probe head to fit the ID of NPR
fuel elements has been found to indicate the degree of thickness vari-.
ation in the Zircaloy wall of a given specimen, it dces nct appear
possible to calibrate the instrument to give absolute wall thickness.
Recent experiments with autoradiograph methods offer some promise for
improved accuracy of thickness measurement; the success of this
approach will depend largely on the possibility of using a suitable
densitometer and of controlling the variatles other than wall thickness
which affect the darkness of the film.

Fuel for Present Reactors. Approval has been given for the irradia<iorn

of two hot press canned fuel elements in the GEH-4 loop of the MIR.
These elements were placed in a standard MIR basket which was equipped
with upstream and downstrearm thermocouples for power gereration neasure-
ment. This assembly has been shipped to the MIR and is awaiting irrad-
iation.

Component Fabrication. Four attempits were made to expand and size the
ID of coextruded KER inner tubes. Two attempts were successful with a
total increase of 0.018 inch on the internal diameter and 0.009 inch
increase in outside diameter. Spring back after the fourth pass 1s
from 0.004 to 0.005 inch. Two of the tubes split during the expandirg
process. One split during the fifth pass, and the other split during
the second pass. Both pieces are being prepared for metalliographic
examination. The fracture zone on the piece that split during the
second pass shows a defective area in the uranium where ccnsiderable
oxidation was present. The uranium also exhibits a radial crack
oriented 90° around the tube from the fracture. Both tubes have a
swaged history. Further studies are planned to determine drawing and
swaging effects on tube quality.

Twenty-inch lengths of Zircaloy-2 clad uranium coextruded KER inner
tubes (1.050 inch OD by 0.500 inch ID) have been hot headed with tool-
ing fabricated for heading long lengths of tubes. The formed tube ends
appear satisfactory for projection welding a ring cap for the final
closure. Tooling consists of a grip device for holding the tube while
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heading and =z resistance heated con*ainer mounted in a 5C-ton vertical
draw press. The end of the tube extending above the grip is induction
heated to 600 C just prior to heading. The tube end preparation for
heading consisted of a thin copper chemical plate on the tute surface
to prevent the Zircaloy clad from seizing to the tube container and
mandrel and s thin graphite lubricant over the copper plate. Slight
swelling occurs at the Jjunction of grip and the container wnich is in-
herent in this method of end forming due tc the difference in temperature
of the tube contained within the grip and the container. This swelling
1s 0.010 inch on the OD (the ID is not altersd) and with proper tube
preheating is smooth and can be removed by a light drawing or swaging
operation.

The design is nearly complete and fabrica*ion should start in a few
weeks on equipment capable of hot heading KER and NPR outer tubes.
This equipment will be of the same nature as the equipment described
above for hot heading KER inner tubes.

Allied Fuel Studies. Reactor swelling experirents of Zircaloy clad

uranium fuel rods with selected uranium temperatures, cladding thickness,
and exposure are being conducted. Metallographic examination of GEH-3-59
which operated to an exposure of 2100 MWD/T at an estimated average
central uranium temperature of 825 C has started. Very large grains in
the center of the uranium rod and large elonga*ed grains oriented radi-
ally confirm the high estimated operating temperature of this rod. Severe
radially oriented macro-cracking can be seen. At several locations these
cracks proceed into and along the U-Zr bend tut do not propagate intc the
ircaloy cledding.

One of the four swelling capsule assexrtlies with tnermocouple leads
charged in the MIR to extend the coverage of texzperature exposure and
cladding restraint was discharged as a suspected rupture. The rupture
was later found in the capsule of another sponscr. As the leads were
cut when the GEH capsule was discharged, another identical capsule will
be charged in its place at the next MIR shutdown. The remaining three
capsules are still operating 25-100 C below the temperature desired.
Two capsule experiments to investigate the influence of variocus carbon
contents and low zirconium additions on the swelling characteristics cf
uranium are being designed for irradiation in the MIR. Nineteer capsules
in D Reactor have reached approximately two-thirds of their 1500 NWD/T
goal exposure. Uranium center temperatures are still approxirately

100 C below design conditions.

Open end corrosion tests of Fuels Fabrication Operation coextruded
Zircaloy-2 clad U-low carbon and U-low Zircaloy fuel alloys have beern

made in an autoclave at 200 and 300 C. The corrosion rate of the U-
carbon alloys over the composition range of 30 - 1700 ppm C increase
slightly at both 200 and 300 C with increasing C content. The corrcsion
rate of the U-Zr alloys over the composition range of 450-20,100 ppm
Zircaloy (0.045-2.01 w/o) decreasesmoderately at 300 C and decreasesquite
significantly at 200 C with increasing Zircaloy content. Of the samples
tested, the most significant gain was made with the U-1 w/o Zircaloy alloy.
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Two coextruded fuel rods were cperated at 30 kw/ft each in a 300 C water
loop while in contact with each other for three hours and forty minutes
without obvious hydriding damage at *the point cf contact. The test was
terminated when the rods failed at the power lead fuel rod conrection.
Metallographic examination is to be made for jacket hydriding cr heat
effects in the bond.

NPR size coextruded tube and tube specimens are being defect tested irn

a 300 C water loop with varying size coolant annuli tetween the defec*
and adjacent components (Zircaloy-2 process tube or ccextruded fuel tubde).
As was the case in similar type autoclave tests, as the componen*t-coxpcrent
or component~-tube separation decreased, the inception c¢f damage at the
defect was retarded.

A high temperature, high pressure defect testing facility for C.6-inch
diameter rods with a sight glass for observing and phctographing defect
behavior has been developed by Coatings and Corrosion Operation. A pin-
hole type defect test conducted in this facility at 300 C and 150C psi
revealed that after the fuel clad is ripped opern by the accumulated
corrosion product, U0z is readily released from the corrodirg fuel rod

in a finely divided state and at a rather continuous rate. This behavicr
indicates that fuel element failure should be firmly established and
readily located because of the steady release of a significant quantity
of corroded fuel.

The in-reactor fuel element jacket burst test program is now producing
mechanical properties data for extruded Zirceloy-2 Jackets tested during
irradiation. The fifteen tes* capsules ware irradiated in a 100 KE tes<
hole for ten days before internal nitrogen pressure was applied. Five of
the fifteen capsules burst during the fcllowing ten days of exposure a%
temperature and pressure. Any conclusioas must be teatative until the
test assembly is finslly discharged and the specimens examined, but
there appears to be no gross departure in-reactor from the behavicer pre-
dicted from ex-reactor tests. There appears to be a subile change in
the burst properties which is prorab®ly not sigrificant from an engineer-
ing standpoint. The test has experienced one reactor shutdown and pro-
duced a qualitative indication of the absence of a reoccurrence of
primary creep when irradietion is termina*ed and ‘hen started again.

The test will continue for several months depending, to some extent, orn
the behavior of the remaining ften capsules.

Design Analyses and Computations. A detailed stress analysis of the PRIR
process tube was completed. Elastic analyses were made for bending
stresses due to connections to ex-reactor piping, thermal stresses from
gamma heating and transient cooling, and the siresses in the steel
Zircaloy sealing flanges. The flange process tube calculations included
analyses of the bending resistance and circumferential expansion re-
sistance of the ring of material attached to the process tube. Shearing
forces resisting seizure and longitudinal bending stresses were calculated
for both non-rotating and rctating end restraints on the process tube.

Use was made of combined mean load and cyclic stress criteria to determire
the estimated number of cycles to failure.

1236851 T




| 2

36652

A-10 . HW-62899

REACTOR PROGRAM

Coolant Systems Development

Fuel Element Testing for Present Reactors. A test was started to deter-
mine the corrosion effects of & scratch resistant coating applied to the
fuel elements to protect them during shipment end charging. The basic
composition of the coating material is a combination of sodium and potas-
sium silicates with a wetiing agent. The material is sprayed onto the
elements and dries to a hardness of 80 on the Rockwell C scale.

Carbon Steel Corrosion. Completion of this test and exawination of the

test samples indicates that 200 and 300 ppm of NagCrpOy is about 90%
effective in preventing corrosion of carbon steel in filtered water.

Raw Water Heat Exchanger. The raw water side (shell side) of the ELMO-1
heat exchanger was chemically descaled using 10% H3P0u inhibtited with
Rodine 82. The acid soluticn was recirculated for four hours at 60 C.
Prior to the descaling the carbon steel shell surface was covered with
numerous tubercules ard rust scale estimated to be 1/4-inch thick. Be-
neath each tubercule was a pit. The tubercules were up to 1/2-inch in
height. The stainless steel tubes were covered with a thin uniform scale
estimated to be three to five mils thick. The acid descaling sclution
removed the uniform scale from both the carbon steel and stainless steel
but did not remove the tubercules. A-212 carbon steel coupons and
sensitized 304 stainless steel coupons placed in a low velocity section
during the descaling exhibited 0.122 and 0.00214 mil average penetrations.

In December 1958, the lower heat exchanger was descaled using inhibited
HpoSOL. Of the two solutions tested, the HpSO4 sclution was more effective
in descaling, but the carbon steel penetration was twice as high as for
the H3PO), descaling run.

Qut-of-Reactor Rupture Tests. Four NPR size tube-in-tube coextruded

uranium and Zircaloy-2 fuel elements with annulus spacings from zero to
0.20 inch were tested in an isothermal loop for two one-hour exposures.
The tubes were defected near the center of the outside wall with 0.025
inch pin holes and were exposed at 300 C, 1650 psi, and 16 fps. The
tubes with annulus spacings of 0.120 inch and above exhivited typical
3/8-inch dismeter raised and torn mounds. The tube with a 0.060 inch
annulus exhibited a 3/8 inch diameter ruptured area which was raised,
torn and flattened on top. The zero-anpulus pleces had raised slightly
(one or two mils next to the defect) and were flattened on top. None of
the rupture distortion had progressed to the inside of the tubes im <he
two one-hour tests. Testing of these fuel tubes will be extended to
longer exposures.

Two coextruded U-Zircaloy-2 rods were run for 3-3/h hours at 300 C,

1650 psi, and 20 fps, with electrical resistance heating of the rods of
30 kw/ft. The rods were not defected but were touching at the center.

No rupturing had occurred at the point of contact of the rods. Metal-
lurgical examination of the Zircaloy cladding and the bond is being made.
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KER Fission Product Activity. Abnormal activity developed in KER
Loop 3 subsequent to the rupture of an enriched tube-and-tube element
September 30. For sbout two weeks of operation at low temperature
following the rupture, activity levels were at or below normal. The
loop temperature was raised at this time (still with a dummy charge}
and a high delayed-neutron activity resulted. Water samples taken at
this time showed high activities of Np. On sutseguent reduction of
temperature the activity remained high. Clean-up for several days by
both mixed-bed ion exchange (up to 6 gpm) and feed and bleed (1 gpm)
did not significantly reduce the activity. The activity was not
affected by raising and lowering the locp temperature, nor by an in-
crease in pH from 6 to 8-9. On October 30, the dummies were discharged,
and seven hot-headed 7-rod clusters were charged. On subsequent
operation at high temperature, pH 10 LiOH, no abnormal activity has
been evident.

NPR Component Testing. A Graylok jumper connection has teen tnermally
cycled 2170 times between 250 and 550 F with no obhserved leakage.

This Joint eppears *“o be acceptable for use on out-of-reactor corrosion
test loops and should save from one-third to one-half of the cos% of
regular pipe flanges.

A screwed NPR nozzle-to-tube connection using a bell-ring seal was
thermally cycled 862 times betweez 250 and 55C F with no otserved
leakage. An NPR nozzle-cap sealed with a flexitallic gaskel using to
manufacturer's recommended gaske® compression {e.g., 20C-£+-1b bol+t
torque) began leaking afier 75 cycles between 25C and 55C F a< 1855 psi,
but testing has continued to a total cof 1617 cycles. The same design
using a 500 ft-1b bolt torque had previously beer cycled 1369 times at
the same conditions with no observed leakage.

Decontamination Studies. Two procedures appear acceptatle or decen-
teminating stainless steel systems: APACE and the Turcc 4501-4302-ZNCz
processes. Twelve decontamination cycles using the Turcc process have
been completed in CEP-1. After each decontamination the loop was cper-
ated at 300 C for one week. The corrosion rates measured for stalnless
steel, sensitized stainless steel, and Zircaloy-2 were all very low,
averaging well under 0.01 mil/cycle. Stellite 6 and Steilite 12 ex-
hibited considerably more carrosion, averaging 0.10 and C.15 mil/cy:le,

respectively.

Three procedures which appear mos* prcmising for decontazinating carton
steel systems consist of two or three steps. If UC2 and fission
products are presen*t, as in the case following a rupture, a bicardonate-
peroxide solution 1s employed as the first step, primarily to remove tie
UOp. Several experiments have been completed to evaluate variations in
the formula for this solution. The pext step is an alkaline permanganate
solution to condition the film. Experiments are being run to determine
whether it is possible to combine these first two sclutions. The final
step is either ammonium citrate with EDTA, sodiur bisulfate, oxalic acid,
or phosphoric acid. The ammonium citrate-EDTA mixture is the mos%
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effective but also the most corrosive. BSeveral corrosion irhibitors are
being evaluated. The Dowell Company manufactures an inhibited citric
acid which will be evaluated. Approximately eight commercial solutions
using NaH SOy are being evaluated; the results do not show any great
advantage of any one formiletion. The bisulfate, oxalic acid, and
citrate solutions all are effective decontarinants and are ron-corrosive
to Zircaloy-2, stainless steel, stellite, and uncoupled carbon steel.
However, when the carbon steel is galvanically coupled to stainless steel,
both crevice corrosion and galvanic corrosion result in excessively high
metal loss of the carbon steel, up to one mil per cycle. Studies are
continuing to determine specific effects of velocity, temperature, time,
and degree of recirculatior for &all solutions. The effects of general
corrosion, crevice corrosion, and galvanic corrosion have been studied
in EIMO-12 in the past month. The results indicate that galvanic end
general corrosion increase with increasing liquid velocity. The crevice
corrosion effect was more pronounced at lower flow rates and accounts
for the decresse in corrosion rates as flow rates were increased, for
specimens with both a galvanic couple and a crevice area. The single
exception is the use of Turco 55-84, in which case the crevice corrosion
rate appears to increase with increasing velocity.

Structural Materials Development

Zircaloy Replacement Process Tubes. Three Zircaloy-2 smooth-bore tubes
for C Reactor are on-site and in inspection. They are expected to be
placed in T Reactor in December. Trese are the pilot tutes for a ncm-
inal 50-tube order of ribless tuibes, being fabricated by Bridgeport
Brass Company.

Burst Testing. A Zircaloy-2 %tube with 35% ccld work was burst at room
temperature to evaluate a double ring and groove end-sealing method and
to provide an estirate of the pressiure reguired to burst a section of
irradiated KER tube (70% cold work). For the 55% coid worked tube, *he
hoop stress at failure was 124,000 psi (approximately 15,000 psig in*ernal
pressure). Extrapolating from this tes%, it is calculated tha* adbout
17,000 psig pressure will be required to burst an irradia’ed KER tube at
room temperature.

Three high pressure sealing methods are being considered for use in

room temperature burst testing cf irradiated KER tubing. One method
employing & welded plug seal backed up with a double groove and ring
flange arrangement has been shown to withstand 15,C0C psi pressure on

g 1.5" OD x 0.125" wall Zircaloy-2 tubing in a 55% cocld worked condition.
A second method employing epoxy adhesives to cement a plug in the tube
ends has been tested. The minimur shear strength developed by the epoxy
adhesive was 1500 psi. There appears to be some hope that shear
strengths of perhaps 3000 psi can be attained with proper Jjoint design
and surface preparation. The third method employs & mechanical gripping
method in combination with epoxy adhesives to provide the requisite
strength. This method appears to be most attractive for burst testing
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of irradiated tubing since no remote welding is required, mechanical
manipulation is relatively simple, and the promise of adequate strength
is favorable. '

Nonmetallic Materials Development

MIR High Temperature Irradiations. Preliminary graphite irradiaticr
data are now available from GEH-19-2, wnich was the second experimernt
in the L-48 position in the MIR. Tnis capsule contained eight sazpies
at four positions to compare CSF and VC (needle coke) graphite. Each
set of samples was contained in a graphite cup in order to lessen oxi-
dation and minimize mechanical damage. As tarulated below, the pre-
liminate indicetions are that VC is a more stable graphnite for high
temperature use than CSF.

Data Summery - GEH-19-2

Exposure 4% Length W%. Loss
Graphite Temp.,°C ¢ » 1 pev(X¥i) Change Grams
Position Type +50 C x 1020 +2.006 +3.003
1 CSF Loo Monitor lost +0.,006 +C.CCTh
Ve Loo C o +3.027 -0.0002
2 CSF 600 0.571 -C.001 +0.700%
VG 600 +2.017 -2.0026
3 CSF 80C 1.24 -9.C50 +0.0062
Ve 80c -G.033 -C.0245
L CSF 800 1.35 -0.ch6 -C.000L
Ve 800 -0.C24% -0.0052

Because the GEH-19 samples, as well as the graphite samples from scze
other experiments, have been exposed to water during disassembly of the
capsules, a test was conducted to determine the effect cf water on *ths
graphite stability. A series of fifteen samples were measured arni
weighed before and after soaking for one week in ccld water. No length
change in excess of *C.0l percent was observed from this test.

MTR Hot Test Capsule. Samples from twenty-one capsules Irom JEE-14%

were measured to evaluate length change during irradiation. Fourteen
of the capsules ran in excess of 650 C as evidenced by melting of the
aluminum monitor wires. Saxples of needle coke graphite irradiated at
high temperature consistently showed less contraction than samples of
CSF graphite or other non-reedle coke graphites. More comprehersive
evaluation will be reported after the exposure measurements are received.

GETR Irradiations. The two graphite irradiation capsules in the ZEIR,
H-1 and B-2, have now been exposed through three one-month cycles. The
thenmocouples in H-2 are now all operating very erratically, and thcse
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in H-1 are bveginning to drift. H-2 will be removed at the end of this
month.

ETR Irradimtions. The first of the GEH-13 capsules to be removed from
the reactor, GEH-13-2, was cut up in the hot cell on November 10 and 11.
There was some difficulty in removing the samples from the alundum
sleeves and in removing the flux monitor wires, and this experience will
be helpful in future disassemblies of similar capsules, such as the GETR
capsules.

A commitment was obtained for the use of the L-6 and M-6 positions in the
9x9 facility until June when ANP plans to install their loop facility.
These two positions should provide higher neutron and gamma fluxes than
the four corner positions. Consequently, three of the corner positions
will be vacated.

Hot Test Hole Irradiations. Graphite samples were discharged from the
Y Test Hole at C Reactor with an accumulated exposure of 7600 MWD/AT at
450 to 600 C. The contraction rates are about the same from 3000 to
5100 as from 5100 to 7600 MWD/AT. However, the contraction rates for
the .iajority of the semples appear to have decreased slightly. Further
exposure will be required to verify this observation. KC graphite still
shows the lowest contraction rate (perpendicular to the extrusion axis)
of any graphite in these tests.

Low Temperature MTR Graphite Irradiations. An indication of a flux in-
tensity dependence of low temperature radiation damage was obtained from
capsule irradiations of transverse CSF graphite samples :n the MIR.

Capsule 109 Capsule 110 Rtio $re
Avg. Fast Flux( 1 mev) 2,38 x 1022 nv  4.08 x 1012 nv 1.71
(Ni Activation)
Total Fast Exposure 1.25 x 1019 nv 2.15 x 1019 nv 1.71
Length Changg 0.3% 1.26% 3.3
A L per 109V fast nvt 3.04% 5.85% 1.92
Co Change 2.3% 7.7% 3.4
A Cy per 1090 fast nvt 18.4% 35.5% 1.94

The temperatures in the two capsules are estimated to have been either
approximately equal, or slightly higher in the capsule receiving the
higher exposure. Hence, the departure from linearity with exposure in
property changes for these irradiations is attributed to a flux intensity
effect. In particular, it is seen that the rate of length change and Co
change is approximately directly proportional to the flux levels. There
is no a-priori reason to suspect that a flux intensity effect will be
observed at high irrasdiation temperatures.
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Plastics and Eldstomers. Tests have been completed o evaluate whether
plastics and elastomers change properties more rapidly after being
irradiated then during normal (unirradiated) aging.

Measurements made one year after the initisl post-irradiation measure-
ments on two materials which are cross-linked and one which is chain
cleaved by radiation show no changes in physical properties.

Thermal Hydraulics Studies

Studies Pertaining to Increased Power Levels Resulting From Larger Hy-
draulic Fittings. The feasibility of increasing the size of outlet hy-
draulic connectors on old reactor process tubes to permit significant
increases in flow and, consequently, in power level, was studied using
the full scale experimental heat transfer apparatus. Initial results
indicated that the use of such fittings appears feasible although the
Panellit protection would be slightly reduced and approach that of +he
K Reactors.

As the first step in determining the degree of lessening of the reli-
ability of the Panellit protection system arising from the use of larger
discharge fittings, steady state btoiling curves were experimentally
determined. A K Reactor nozzle barrel, slip joint Y fitting, a one-inch
tubing pigtail and a 0.650 inch ID rear cross header connector were used.
The cross-sectional area of the 0.650 inch cross header connector is
slightly less than twice that of the normal connector. Curves were de-
termined at tube powers of 500, 100C, and 1500 kw. The data make evident
that increasing the size of the discharge piping significantly reduces
the pressurization due to steam fcrmation at low flows. The boiling
curves obtained approach those typical of K Reactor geometry. Unstable
flow will not occur at tube powers below about 1000 kw. High Panellit
trip back up to guard against plugging incidents upstream cf the
Panellit tap does not exist at tube powers below about 750 kw. A more
complete determination of the degree of protection offered by the Panellit
system requires further experimentation.

Hydraulic Studies. Hydraulics Laboratory experiments were performed to
determine flow rates and front-to-rear flow splits for a reactor process
tube assembly during various conditions of nozzle cap removal. The data
are useful ir analysis of reactor and personnel hazards associated with
certain stages of charge-discnarge operations during which coolant flow
past the fuel elements may be altered or even stopped. The results of 7
the experiments are presented in HW-62798, "Single Tube Flow Rates at Low
Header Pressures With Nozzle Caps Removed -- All Reactors."

Laboratory flow tests were conducted for IPD's Plant and Industrial
Engineering Operation to determine the flow characteristics of some
sample J-type rear pigtail assemblies for use on H Reactor. The off-
site vendor of these items was having difficulty meeting the specified
tolerances, and 1t was desirable to determine the relative flow resist-
ance of two sample assemblies which had different tolerances on the
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concentricity of the inlet and outlet bores of the pigtail-to-header
adapter. The difference in flow characteristics was found to be negli-
gible.

Flow characteristics of process tubes with various increased size outlet
fitting assemblies were investigated for possible use on the 0ld reactors.
Energy loss profiles were obtained for critical flow conditions as well
as over-all energy loss for non-critical flow with high rear header
pressure conditions.- While still preliminary, the data indicated that
normal central tube flow rate increases of eight to 13 percent could be
accomplished by replacing the pigtail, nozzle outlet fitting and reaming
the rear header Parker fitting.

A paper based on the results of some laboratory critical flow experiments
was presented at the Annual Hydraulics Conference at Washington State
University on October 30, 1959. In particular, the paper included data
on critical discharge from & 1/2 inch pipe and critical flow in a 0.47 x
5.0 inch square-edge entrance nozzle (short tube).

It was found thet for upstream subcooling, the critical flow data for
the nozzle correlated very well by assuming that the minimum pressure
in the nozzle was equal to the saturation pressure and calculating the
flow rate necessary for this to occur.

On the other hand, for upstream quality the nozzle critical flow data
correlated fairly well with Isbin's data for critical discharge from a

pipe.

Contact Heat Transfer Coeffiéients. The heat transfer coefficients for

interfaces between uranium oxide, 2S5 aluminum, and zirconium-2 for
different pressures were calculated from experimental data supplied by
the Fuels Development Operation. These data, which consisted of the
axial temperature distributions in composite rods, were used both to
compute the temperature drops at the interfaces and as a heat meter to
determine the heat flow rate through the rod. Data were collected on
three types of bars at three different pressures. In addition, data were
taken on each sample in a helium atmosphere at the lowest pressure.

The magnitude of the calculated coefficients varied greatly depending

on the materials, the type of surface, the atmosphere and the pressure.
For interfaces with belt ground surfaces, the values obtained were in

the order of 150 for uranium oxide-zirconium-2, 500 for 2S5 aluminum-
uranium oxide, and 1300 for 2S aluminum-zirconium 2. Values in the order
of 1700 were obtained for a uranium oxide-2S aluminum lapped interface
vhile interfaces in a helium atmcsphere showed values of about 10,0C0.
These values are in Btu/hr-ft2-F. An increase in pressure fram a 91-1b
load to a 364-1b load approximately doubled the coefficients.

High Pressure Heat Transfer Apparatus. The inboard mechanical seal on

the 250 gpm circulating pump in the high pressure heat transfer apparatus
failed and was replaced after 153 hours of operation. It was felt that
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a possible reason for the seal failure was the presence of abrasive
particles introduced in the circulating water from the test sections.
Modifications were made o the pump which would allow clean water to
be injected into the seal chamber rather than using the recirculating
water passing over the test sections.

Reactor Technology Development

Neutron and Gamma Attenustion. The foils from the as-cured perforated
ferrophosphorus concrete test have been counted, the data run througn
IBM, and the results are being analyzed.

A second irradiation of iron-serpentine concrete {265 1b/ft3) was made
after baking at 100 C. The gamma leskage through 48 inches of iromu-
serpentine concrete increased by a factor of three as compared with the
as-cured test. The foils from the first test are teing counted. The
lower density iron-serpentire concrete siavs (210 1b ft3) are teing
irradiated for the first time.

Counting of foils from the second loading of the NPR boron steel therzal
shield test assembly was campleted. IBM comxputation of results has teen
completed, and analysis of the results is under way. During the C Reactor
shutdown this month part of the third foll lcading of the NPR thermal
shield test assembly was removed. The third loading could not be cor-
pletely removed because of high radiation dose rates and 1imited avail-
ability of manpower. For the same reasons, the fourth foil lcading

could not be placed in the test assemtly.

Shielding Instruments. Three gamma ionization chambers with insifrnifi-
cant response to fast neutrons were calibrated and delivered for final
evaluation at the 105-C test facility.

A calibrated double-mcderated neutron dcsimeter was provided for use in
shielding studies at the 105-DR test wells. Two low sensitivity and one
high sensitivity BFz tubes (manufactured by N. Wood Counter Labora*cries)
for use with the dosimeter were calibrated against a PuF), neutron source
(standard source #2), supplied by J. DePangher.

A single channel scanning spectrometer for use in foil activation analysis
is being assembled in the instrument shop.

B. WEAPONS - 3000 PROGRAM

Research and development in the field of plutonium metallurgy continued ix

support of the Hanford 234-5 Building Operations and weapons developmen*

programs of the University of California Lawrence Radiation Laboratory

(Project Whitney). Details of these activities are reported separately via

distribution lists appropriate to weapons development work.
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C.

REACTOR DEVELOPMENT - LOOO PROGRAM

1.

PLUTONIUM RECYCLE PROGRAM

Plutorium Fuels Development

Basic Studies. Further data on the time-temperature relationships for
homogeneous solid solution formation between the isostructural compounds
Pu0,-UO0s has been obtained. Samples of PuOp containing LO percent UOp
by weight were held for eight hours at temperatures in the interval.
1100-1500 C. The angular shift of Bragg reflections on a diffractometer
trace then indicates the degree of so0lid sclution formation as a function
of temperature. As noted in the x-ray data from samples held for one
hour, the individual reflections (h k 1) from PuOp and UOp moved together
with increasing temperature. After eight hours at 1400 C,- a single broad
peak was noted for the planes (111), (200) and (220}, but above (311) the
two components for each reflection could be resclved. After eight hours
at 1500 C, a complete single phase was indicated by the diffraction data.
A plot of interplaner spacing of the PuOpz and U0 corntribution to the
(311) reflection versus temperature gave an Iintersection at 1500 C with
a 'd' of 1.634 2 compared to the theoretical value of 1.635 2.

The liquidus for the system Pu02-702 has been obtained from single phase
samples of the two compounds. The curve follows the general forr for
simple systems of this type, and no deviations fromw uniformity were ot-
served. All the data was obtained in a drled and decxidized helium at-
mosphere. The melting point of pure plutcnium dioxide appears o be near
2280 C. The lattice parsmeter of & melted semple of PuOp was 5.417 &
compared to 5.396 % for the as-received pcwder. This indica*tes a loss cf
oxygen on melting; however, no apparent evidence of a sub-oxide was found
on the diffraction pattern. A sample of PuOp held for one hour at 200 C
in & vacuum of 1073 mm of Hg was still predominantly PuOs, although
evidences of both alpha and beta PugO3 were found. To investigate further
the stability of PuOp in hydroger, a sample of PuOp and carton was heated
to 1500 C for one hour. No trace of Pup03 was presernt, and excellent
resolution of the PuOp planes was observed. The lattice constant found

by high angle extrapolation was 5.3970 t 0.0003 &.

High density sintered samples of PuOp and UOp have beenr run in a high
temperature dilatometer at a heating rate of 25 C/hr to ob%ain more
accurate data on the thermal expansion. Hea*lng and cooling curves were
coincidert and only slightly curvilinear. The coefficients obtained for
PuOy are tabulated:

75 - 100 C alpha = 9.0k x 10-8/c
75 - T15 alpha = 11.16 x 10'6/0
775 - 950 alpha = 14.38 x 10°°/C

These data are in close agreement with that ottained at the 110 C/hr
heating rate.

. G UNCLASSIFIED
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Fuel Evaluation. The three-foot long Zircaloy clad Pu-Al 19-rod prototype
cluster has received about 10 operatirg days a* full power and temperature
in the ETR. During this time the element has received about ten thermal
cycles in the loop due to reactor operation. It has operated at a maximum
power generation of about 13 kw/ft of rod and with core temperatures in
excess of 40O C which is the maximur expected in the PRTR. foal exposure
is 20 days which is about 50 percent burnup of the Pu atoms.

The prototype 7-rod Pu-Al cluster is also operating in the 3x3 loop
facility, and it has received about ten days of operation under full

power and temperature conditions. The T7-rod, 1.8 w/o Pu-Al alloy, PRTR
prototype cluster with Zircaloy-2 cladding, stainless steel end fixtures,
and quick-disconnect end caps is currently under irradiation in KER Loop 1.

The 3-rod Zircaloy-2 clad, 3.1 w/o Pu-Al alloy cluster (3EH-4-46) which

has graphite lubricated cores in swage sized tubing 1s scheduled for in-
sertion into the GEH-4 loop facility on November 23. Another 3-rod cluster
(GEH-L-L43) containing 3.1 w/o Pu-Al alloy cores which were slipped into
as-received Zr-2 tubing is ready for shipment. These rods have diametral
gaps between the core and cladding of as much as 0.0061 inch, and they are
not lubricated with graphite. Still another 3-rod cluster experimert
(GEH-4-48) which contains the corrosion resistant Pu-Ni-Si-Al alloy core
material in graphite lubricated and swage sized tubing is under fabrication.
This element will also be irradiated in the GEH-4 facility.

The fabrication of a Zircaloy-2 clad Pu-Ni-Si-Al alloy 7-rod cluster
(GEH-ll-h) using swage sized tubing and a T-rod Zircaloy-2 clad PuOp-UOp
cluster (GEH-11-3) is proceeding for irradiation testing in the ETR 3x3
loop facility.

Three of the six PuOp impregnated graphite capsules have completed their
irradiation in the MIR. The irradiation of all six will be completed in
January, at which time they will be returned to Hanford for radiometal-
lurgical examination.

One of the two, high-density, 0.0259 a/o PuOp-UO2, mixed-crystal-oxide
capsules (GEH-14-19,20) irradiated in the MTR to an exposure of L.k x

100 nvt, was sampled for fission gas release measurements and sectioned
for metallographic examination. Phctomicrographs of the specimen
(GEE-lh-l9) indicate that the microstructure is very similar to that of
irradiated UOn. No central void was formed. Repliication of thne semple
is currently under way. No data were received yet on fission gas release.

Fuel Fabrication. An evaluatibn is teing made of the quality of the

Zircaloy-2 tubing that is to be used in the fabrication of the first
Al-Pu elements for the PRTR. Eddy current testing for defects has nct
proven too effective as it seems to detect only the very bad defects and
not even all of these. Ultrasonic testing for defects seems to be more
reliable and is being investigated. Metallography of 90 randomly picked
samples showed that 38 percent had cracks emanating from the inside that
were greater than 0.003 inch, and one 0.020 inch deep crack was observed.
The rods used for the fabrication of the elements will be categorized
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according to quality by ultrasonic testing techniques after core
assembly.

The Zirceloy tubing to be used for the fuel elements is being swage
sized on a steel mandrel to give a constant inside diameter. Swage
sizing gives an ID of *0.0006 inch on an eight-foot length. It is
felt that close control of the gap between the core and cladding is
required to avoild thermal cycling difficulties.

One hundred and twenty-three billets of the Pu-Ni-Si-Al corrosion
resistant alloy have been cast. Sixty of the billets were extruded,
and about 50 percent of these successfully passed the corrosion test.
Therefore, sixty satisfactory cores have been fabricated during the
month.

Fabrication Development. A corrosion-resistant Pu-Al alloy was developed
to replace unalloyed Al-Pu as the PRP fuel material. In preliminary tests
this alloy, 1.8 w/o Pu-1.3 w/o Ni-1.0 w/o Si-Al, showed good corrosion
resistance in 350 C static water at 2500 psi for 200 hours. However, in
producing larger quantities of the alloy for the PRP fuel fabrication,
non-uniform corrosion results were obtained. Differences in metallurgical
structure but not in composition were detected in the extruded fuel rods.
Samples of the fuel rods which withstood a 24-hour, 350 C corrosion test
had a smaller grain size and a smaller and more uniformly distributed
second phase than samples of fuel rods which corroded badly in the same
test. Since differences in the solidification rate during casting control
the slloy structure, the effect of casting variables on the corrosion re-
sistance of the alloy were investigated. The casting variable which had
the most effect on the corrosion resistance was the mold temperature.
Billets cast into cold (20 C) molds and warm (100 C) molds yielded a
higher ratio of corrosion-resistant fuel rods than billets cast into hot
(200 C+) molds. Casting temperature in the range studied was found to
have very little effect on corrosion resistance.

The thermal cycling of dummy Zircaloy clad rods fabricated by various
techniques is continuing in an effort to better understand and sclve the
thermal ratcheting problem. All rods were thermal cycled between 100 and
350 C at heating end cooling rates of about 3 C/min. All the rods were
about three-feet long. The cycling results on rods fabricated by the
various techniques are as follows:

a) Six rods were fabricated by slipp{hg aluninum cores into
as-received Zircaloy tubing and then reducing the diameter
about 0.003 inch by swaging. After swaging, circumferential
depressions were made in the rods about every eight inches
which locked the core and cladding together. Only one rod
of the original six remained unchanged at the end of 77
thermal cycles. The others had warped and split.

UNCLASSIFIED
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b) Six rods were fabricated by slipping aluminum cores into
Zircaloy tubing which had a layer of ZrOp on the inside
surface that was formed in an autoclave. The diameter
was then reduced slightiy by swaging. Five of the six
rods successfully withstood 20 cycles and the other rod
elongated abcut 0.6 inch, warped, and the cladding split.
At the end of 4l cycles, only one of the original six
rods was unchanged.

c) Twelve rods were fabricated by slipping aluminum cores
coated with a lubricating layer of graphite into as-
received Zircaloy tubes. A slight reduction in tke
diameters was then made by swaging. All the elements
withstood 26 cycles; however, some had warped and elon-
gated as much as 0.50 inch. Only one element was unchanged
at the end of 50 cycles; the others were warped and the
cladding was split con four.

d) Six rods were fabricated in whizh hoth the outside surface
of the cores :d the inside surface of the Zircaloy cladding
was coated with a lubricating layer of grapaite. A slight
reduction of the diameter was made with the swage. All the
rods were virtually unchanged at *the end of 25 cyzies even
though the cores were showing signs of shorteaning. After
41 cycles, the elements were begirnning tc elongate and warg,
and the cladding was split cn one. Twc were nct alfected.
Only one cf these rods was unchanged at the erd of 77 cycles,
and all the others were warped and split.

e) Three elements were fabricated by slipping aliuminum cores
into as-received Zircaloy tubing. o grathite lubricant
was used on either the cores or claddirg, and the rods were
not swage sized. The diametral gap on the rods went from a
minimum of 0.0049 to a meximum of 0.0067 inch. No dimensional
changes occurred after 77 thermal cycles.

All of the above elements were helically wrapped with a wire under various
tensions; all below 25 in-lt. Some cther rcds with graphite lubricated
cores and swage sizing with nc wire wrap were also thermal cycled 78 +times.
In genersl, those rods which were nc* wrapped behaved better thar sinmilar
rods which had the wire wrap. Also, from the results of these experirerts
it appears that graphite lubricant does improve the thermal cycling be-
havior to a certain extent and that the minimum diametral gap beiween the
core and cladding is as important or more important than the maximum gar.
It is felt that by swage sizing the tubirg on a mandrel prior to assem:l
that the diametral gap can be controlled from a minimum of about 0.0035

to a maximum of about 0.0055 inch which would be satisfactory from a re-
actor operation standpoint. Additional thermal cycling specimens are
being fabricated to test elements of this type.

UNCLASSIFIED
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One injection cast prototype with metallurgical and mechanical bonding
between the core and the can has successfully withstood 87 cycles, with
a diameter increase of 0.003 inch and a length decrease of C.070 inch
in 42-1/2 inches. It will be returned to the autoclave to be tested to
failure. This simulated fuel elemert has the core cast-bonded to the
Jacket by the fabrication process, and ir aiditicn, the lcngitudinal ex-
pansion of the elurinum core 1s res*rained by mechanical keying obtained
by rolling circumferential grooves $.025 inch deep into the tubing at
six-inch intervals before irnjection casting. This combiration of metal-
lurgical and mechanical bonding may prove to be adequate to withstand
the severe stresses encountered with thermal ratcheting. Other cycling
tests have indicated that the mechanical tond alone or the metallurgical
vond alone is not adequate tc overcome the protlem; however, the coxbin-
ation of the two together couid prove *c te the answer to the problexm.

U02 Fuel Development

PRTR Fuel Elements. The densities ¢f swaged PRTR fuel rcds have steadily
improved since the first rod was fahricated. The average density of the
rods has, in general, increased while the variation in density from rod
to rod has shown a marked decrease. This is a*tributable primarily %o a
tighter control of loading and swaging variables. Rods loaded with
sintered and crushed UOo have heer swaged %o an average density of approx-
imately 85.5% of theoretical with a variation from rod to rod of approx-
imately *1% of the thecretical densi*y. Eigher densities are expected
with the arc-fused UOp which is rnow teing used.

I~ order to avoid delay ir fawricatiorn of swaged fuel rods for PRIR
+y-rod cluster fuel elemerts, the off-site fabricator of Zircaloy-2 end
caps has agreed to complete 200 sets of the current order ahead of
schedule. This partial delivery will allow rod fabricatiorn to continue
without interruption until *he remainder of “he end cap order is received.

Tne new PRTR fuel rod end cap design providing a continucus one degree
taper on the portion of the end cap tha*t 1s inserted in the fuel rods
has provided excellent welding results. Raldiographs of 418 welds “his
month have shown only two welds with insufficient penetration. These
two welds have been repaired by rewelding.

A speed indicating meter has been attached tc the rotating chuck used in
the vacuum purged welding charber. The movement of the fuel rcd beneath
the welding arc is con*irnuously indicated in revolutions per minute,
allowing the operaor to cons*tantly check the welding speed. The meter
provides a fast and positive reference for establishing the correct speed
each time the fuel eiements are set up for welding.

Cooperation with the Coatings and Corrosion Operation has provided an
alteration of their autoclave fixturing to allow an increase from 39 to
65 fuel rods to be autoclaved at one time. The autoclave cycle requires
four days, With 65 fuel rods autoclaved at a time, the output is
approximately 100 fuel rods per week.
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Detection of defects on the internal surfaces of swaged fuel elemerts
1s limited because of the surface roughness produced during the swaging
operation. Several specimens giving ultrasonic defect indications were
sectioned and examined metallographically. All proved +o have inden-
tations, 0.003"-0.005" deep, resulting from the impressicn of UOp
particles into the Zircaloy-2 tube surface.

Cost data are teing assembled on fabrication of PRTR fuel elemerts.
Although these data are not ye* complete, the cost reductions assoc-
iated with process development are very obvious: the cost per fuel
element today is several times lower than the comparatle cost nine
months ago.

Delivery of six thousand pounds of fused UCp frox the Spencer Chemizal
Company was completed essentially on schedule. Use cf this oxide for
PRTIR fuel elements will have the advantages of yielding a higher density,
lower unit cost, and probably improved operatirg characteristics due *o
better fission gas retention. Analysis of the fused U0, saows that 1%
meets the specifications set up for purity, densi‘y, and oxygen-to-
uranium ratio.

Fabrication Development. Projection welding has been demonstirated as

an economical method of fabricating Zircalcy-2. Thke results cbiaized

in contract DDR-70 (projection welding of the 1G-rod clucter fuel elerezs
hanger fitting assemblies) indicate that a substantial laber savirg can
be realized by projection welding. Additional evaluation is Deing per-
formed on the sample welds.

Dense UOp fuel rods can be fabricated by vibraticnal coxpaction
followed by a one pass swage reduction of A~15 percent. Densities

as high as 90 percernt of the theoretical UOp density can te achieved.
Swaging and vibrational compaction used conjunctively should help %o
insure uniformly high densities. This technique markedly reduces the
amount of swaging required, thereby reducing the amcunt c¢f ccld work
introduced into the sheath material. The sample which had %he highes*
density after vibration (83% T.D.) also had the highest swagel dezsity
(90% T.D.). It contained 60% coarse, 20% medium, and 20% fire, fused
UOp. A sample containing 10% coarse, 10% medium, and 80% fine, fused
UO2 had the lowest density after vibration (67% T.D.), and after
swaging (78% T.D.). Results obtained with mixtures of intermediate
compositions are anomalous, and systematic investigation of mixtures
centering on the cdmposition giving the highest density is needed.

Ten PRTR fuel rods, fabricated %y vibrational compaction, are ready for
final assembly. The average densities ¢f the rods are 85-86% of the
theoretical density, with density variations of +1% T.D. along most of
the length of the rods. The particle size distribution of the sintered
and crushed UOo was 40% (-6 +20), 25% (-35 +60), and 35% (-20C). The
swaging characteristics of fused UOp from Spencer Chemical Company were

evaluated to determine the particle size distribution and tap densizy
associated with the maximum swaged density.
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Further studies evaluating the swaging process have revealed that
internal surface sheath defects are not propagated during the cold
swaging operation. A Zircaloy-2 tube was defected by machining a
0.002 inch deep notch on the internal surface. The tube was filled
with UOp and swaged. Metallographic examination of cross-sections
of the swaged fuel rod shcwed that the depth of the defect had not
been increased. However, the width of the defect was considerably
reduced.

Continued development and evaluation of the immersion type ultra-
sonic tester revealed the capability of the machine to detect internal
tubing surface defects missed by other examination methods. Several
severe internal surface cracks greater than 0.004 inch deep were
detected in Zircaloy-2 tubes which had passed both off-site and on-
site internal surface fluoresceant penetrant inspection.

Fuel Evaluation. Confidence in the structural and cladding integrity
of the swaged UOp 19-rod cluster PRTR fuel element remains high after
sixteen weeks of operation of one such element in an ex-reactor, high
temperature, high pressure flow loop. The element, which was thermally
cycled through the proposed PRTR pressure and temperature range many
times, exhibits no warping, wire wrap loosening, or corrosion. This
ex-reactor test will continue.

Arrangements were made to return the purposely defected, irradiated,
swaged UQOo fuel rods to Hanford for seciioning and internal examin-
ation to reveal structural changes and potential interaction between
high temperature steam and UOo core and Zircaloy sheath. A second
irradiation test of & purposely defected, swaged Zircaloy clad UC»
fuel rod was initisted. The second test will involve greater hea*
generation and in-reactor cycling.

A number of long term irradiations of UOp fuel capsules are taking
place in various reactors to reveal any prcgressive changes in the

. nature of the fuel. ©Swaged UOp capsules have attained an estimated
maximum exposure of 12,000 MWD/T during irradiation in ETR-MIR. XNo
failures of these capsules, or of any other swaged fuel elements have
occurred.

A four-rod cluster comprising both helium bonded and evacuated, vitrator-
ily packed, arc-fused (Norton) U0, fuel rods was examined after MIR
irradiation. The test element had generated 11.2 kw/ft, or 310,000 BTU/
hr/ft2 surface heat flux. The evacuated fuel rod without a helium
atmosphere developed & central void, with columnar grains and grain
growth. The UOp core containing helium remeined visibly unchanged.

The marked difference between the UO2 rods is understandable in light

of the fuel rod gas analysis.

The greater fission gas release from the evacuated fuel rod results

directly from the increased fuel temperature which is caused by the
absence of a good continuous heat conducting medium, i.e., helium.
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The source of hydrogen found in the gases contained within the irrad-
iated fuel rod has not been defined. The dramatic difference between
the irradiation behavior of evacuated and of heliuwm-filled U0y fuel
rods demonstrates once again the importance, of insuring a thermally
conductive gas phase (e.g., helium) in non-sintered UOp fuel elements.
The relatively low fission gas release from arc-fused, vitrationally
compacted UQp fuel elements, operated at average PRTR conditions, is
very encouraging. With more recently procured fused UOp, even better
fission gas retention is anticipated.

Basic Studies. A Jjoint HAPO-BMI study revealed, some weeks ago, a ter
percent greater thermal conductivity of isostatically pressed and
sintered UOp by comparison with that of extruded, dried, isostatically
pressed, and sintered UOp. The samples were recovered from BMI, where
the conductivity was measured, for microscopic examination to possibly
reveal causes for the apparently fabrication dependent variatiorn of
conductivity. If the generally accepted Loeb density conductivity
relation were solely true, cne would expect specimens having similar
average pore volumes to exhibit nearly the same thermal conductivity,
vhen correcting to zero porosity. However, the corrected conductivities
reveal & greater disparity between such sp=cimens than between specixeas
having similar graln sizes. The data reveal only grain size as a prop-
erty which might be responsible for the greater *“hermal conductivity cf
the isostatically pressed and sintered specimen.

Equipment was erected which will permit comparative measurements of the
thermal conductivity of a variety of UO2 specimens and adjunctively will
provide data on interface and helium gap conductivities. Several
standard specimens (stainless steel, alurinuxn, graphite, fused quar%z.
were prepared. A transverse specimen was cut from & sample of 100 per-
cent dense dendrite of UOp. No grain bourndaries exist transverse to

the direction of the proposed heat flow. Single crystal thermal ccon-
ductivity will be closely approximated in this specimen. The eguipment
will also be used to examine the unusually high helium bcnd conductivily
in small gaps disclosed in recent BAPD irradiation tests.

It is interesting to speculate regerding the effect grain size might
have on heat removal from UOp fuel rods. Results of recent UOp
irradiation tests are interpreted as demonstrating unexpectedly high
thermal conductivities in reglons above 1800 C. These regicns char-
acteristically consist of long, radially oriented, columnar grains,
which should transmit heat more in the marner of single crystals than
of polycrystalline material. The relative contribution of radiant
transfer through these high temperature regions remains to be resolved.

Corrosion Studies

Corrosion of Zircaloy-4 in LOO C, 1500 psi Steam. Six samples each of
Zircaloy-2 and Zircaloy-4 have been corrosion etched in Loo ¢, 1500 gsi
steam and show very similar corrosion rates and good black oxide films.
The weight gains after ten days are:
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Alloy Weight CGain mg/dm?
(Avg. for € samples each)

"Zr-2 27

Zr-b 25

Aluminum Alloy Development. There are now ten alloys using 99.995%
base aluminum in test in 360 C water. All but one of these have shown
excellent corrosion resistance. The one exception is a 1% Ni, 0.5% Fe
alloy made at Alcoa. The same formulation made at HAPO does show a
decided improvement. After four months in test, the Alcoa X-8003 alloy
(1L.4% Ni, 1.5% Fe) shows a penetration of 0.34% mil, compared with 4.3
mils for the X-8001 standards. These alloys are now being tested in the
340 C flow loop and in 290 C refreshed water. The latter test is being
conducted to confirm results reported by the Argonne National Laboratory
that this type of alloy has a higher corrosion rate at 290 C than at

360 C. No results are available on either of these tests as yet.

Corrosion of Materials in Low pH Water. Preliminary out-of-reactor data
indicate the corrosion rate of X-8001 aluminum at 300 C in pH L.5 water
adjusted with HNO3 is much higher than in pH 4.5 water adjusted with
H3POL. After 642 hours of testing, a rate of 0.48 mil/month was observed
in the HNO3 experiment. This contrasts with a rate of 0.06 mil/month
obtc.ined from previous B3PO, data. Veloclty effects appear to be limited
to impingement attack at the higher velocities on the aluminum coupons
immediately upstream. No difference in corrosion has been found on other
coupons in the test in the range from 21 to 64 fps. The corrosion rate
of 304 stainless steel at 300 C and pH 4.5 adjusted with HNO3 is compar-
able to that obtained with H3PO,, 0.0045 mil/month after 642 hours.

Testing PRTR Fuel Elements. The development of equipmernt to permit
thermal-cycle testing of PRTR Pu-Al type fuel element rods at a linear
rate of about 200 F/hr between 325 and 550 F was completed. Two swage-
fabricated rods, ome with spiral wire wrapping and one without, have
been thermal cycled 50 times. The solid aluminum cores substituted for
the Pu-Al core were observed to shorten about 0.7 inch. No corkscrew
type distortion of the rod around the wire wrapping has been noted.

Structural Materials Development

PRTR Process Tubes. The ultrasonic, fluorescent dye penetrant and
radiographic testing of the 97 PRIR tubes prior to pickling and auto-
claving is complete. Seventy-eight tubes are considered structurally
sound. The ultrasonic flaw detection test will be re-run on 19 pickled
and autoclaved tubes which originally gave immerscope indications of
possible flaws. No defects at the locations of these indications have
been found by visual, fluorescent penetrant, and radiographic tests.
Consequently, it is expected that the smoother surface from pickling
prior to autoclaving will eliminate most if not all of these indications.

UNCLASSIFIED

12398068



UNCLASSIFIED A-27 HW-62899

All 97 tubes have been pickled and autoclaved. Fifty-one have satis-
factory autoclave films. Forty-six are being considered for reprocess-
ing because of staining (37) or questionable autoclave film areas (9).

A trial run on reprocessing is under way on vendor-reject tubes. Press
equipment is nearly ready for straightening the tubes that bowed slightly
during autoclaving.

Radiometallurgy Laboratory Studies

Metallographic studies were completed on a high-density sintered UOo
30-mil Zircaloy-2 clad fuel element which had been irradiated to

300 MWD/T (RM-300). Photographs, diameter and length measurements, and
fission-gas collection were completed on a fuel element contairing a
high density UOp-PuOo mixed-crystal oxide (RM-650). Metallography and
fission-gas collection were completed on a fuel element containing high
density, centerless ground and sintered UOo pellets, after irradiaticn

to 1500 MWD/T (RM-273). Metallographic examination of a swaged UOo
capsule that had been irradiated according to GEH-3-47 was completed
(RM-293). Fission-gas collection and metallography were completed for
three rods on an arc-fused UOp 4-rod cluster. One wafer from & rod which
had been sealed in & helium atmosphere appeared urchanged as a result of
the irradiation. A wafer from a rod which was sealed while evacuated,
exhibited a recrystallization structure and also provided a high fission-
gas yield (RM-304).

Metallographic examination of gamma phase annealed, irradiated urarium
continued. Very large oriented grains were ohserved as well as large,
rounded, irregularly-shaped fissures (RM-321). Metallographic examinaticn
was conducted on a sample of low irradiation exposure uranium that was
annealed for ten hours at 800 C (RM-317).

The results and conclusions fror this work will be reported in comnecticn
with the respective development programs of Ceramic Fuels and Physical
Metallurgy Operations.

Thermal Hydraulics Studies

Boiling Burnout Experiments Associated with the PRTR Design. Fourteen
additional boiling burnout points were determined using a test section
in the high pressure heat transfer apparatus at conditions applicable

to the PRTR. These data added further substantiation to the validity of
the use of the present design heat fluxes in operation of the PRIR.

The test section used was a single tube, 0.317 inch in diameter ard

30 inches long. The magnitude of the boiling burnout hea*t fluxes were
1,000,000 to 1,800,000 Btu/nr-ft2 for water qualities ranging from 32%
by weight to 28 F subcooled.

A re-evaluation was made of emergency cooling characteristics of the
PRTR in consideration of the failure of the flywheels on the PRIR purps
to provide flow for a time as long as had initially been expected. It
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was concluded that the pump decay times as experienced on the pratotype
pump in the 31k Building were so erratic that it was highly desirable
for personrel from the Mechanical Equipment Development Operation to
examine the pump further for possible causes of shortened decay times.

PRTR Project Management and Design

Over-all PRTR Contract. The over-all PRTR contract is 54% complete
versus Oi% scheduled, based on the official General Electric Company
schedule.

Phase III PRTR Contract. The Phase III PRTR contract (reactor complex
and process piping) is approximately 45% complete. The contractor has
requested an extension of time to July 1, 1960, because of the Hanford
labor dispute in July, off-site strikes, and added work. However, a
completion date of May 20, 1960, has been agreed on pending delivery of
government furnished equipment.

The biological shield inner liner is nearly complete and the contractor

is preparing for the helium leak test. All buried liquid carrying lines
in the biological shield are being radiographed; by the contractor to

the amount required by his contract (10%), and the remainder by plant
forces. Review of radiographed films indicates a high rate rejection

due to lack of fusion, excessive slag, lack of penetration, and occasional
cracks.

Heavy aggregate concrete was placed over the transfer pit and approxi-
mately 70% of the fuel examination cell wall. It appears that placing
of heavy aggregate concrete in the biological shield will be started
about the second week in December, pending successful leek test and weld
repair of the inner liner. Installation of process cell piping and
equipment is progressing slowly pending completion of the reactor shield.

One river pump was placed in the pump well and work on assembly of the
second pump is progressing.

All change orders through 41 have been negotiated except Nos. 10, 20,
and 40. For change order No. 20, the contractor's price is $86,000,
aend the AEC-GE fair cost estimate is $72,000. The estimates are cur-
rently being reviewed.

Phase II-A PRTR Contract. The Phase II-A PRTR contract (river pump
structure) has been completed.

PRTR Stack Addition. Contract work is estimasted to be 25% complete.
The completion date for the stack is December 27, 1959.

Instrumentation and Control. The electronic portion of the rupture
monitor system is belng rebid with the three low bidders, since all bids
contained unrequired items. It is expected that the order will be placed
during early December and will have & four-month delivery. The detailed
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1

design of the mecharical and sample handlirg portion of this syswem was
begun by CE&UO during the month, with completion of design scheduled

for December 19. This part cf the system was originally placed for bid
on a design and fabricate contract, but no acceptable bids were received.
It is expected that procurement of long-lead-time items iz tnis systex
will be done by Gereral Electric, and such items will b2 furnished +*-
the system fabricator to shorten delivery time.

A design change is being prepared revising the reactor safety and con-
tainment systems to coincidence systems. Tre safety system relay cabinet
has been returned to the vendor for modifications tc conform *to *ae new
system. The control room panel vendor has been notified to prozeed with
the safety system control arnd bypass panel.

Core Components. The calandria and top and bottom shields are essentially
completed. Tubing extensions from the calandria down through the bottoz
shield are now being Instalied. Although strict specifications were writtex
to insure that the top and bottom shield were dried compietely of wa*er
after the hydrostatic test, when J. A. Jones' personnel uiintentionally
drilled a hcle through the bcitom plate of the hcttox shield, a szall
quantity of water ran out. Another atiemp®t at drying the shields will

be mede.

Shielding. All of the cas* iron thermal snielld tlocks have teer received
on-site. The biological shield forw bas teen nearly completed. Soxe
difficulty is being experienced in the quality of the welding or pene~ra-
tions through the biological shield. Of initial x-rays zf these welds,
approximately 65% were rejected fcr no* meeting ASME Code quality
standards. All liquid carrying penetrations tnrough the bioclogical
shield will be 100% radiographed.

Helium Gas System. The high and low pressure helium cozpressors have
been turned over to the contractcr for installation. The tes*ing progran
had not been completed when they were requested by the contractor, so
that satisfactory operating life had nct been achieved fcr the checx
valves on the low pressure compressors and for the check valves axsd zcx-
pensating pumps on the high pressure compressors. teps are teirg taken
to continue testing and developzent work on the components cn devices In
the laboratory other than the actual compressors.

One of the high pressure corpressors was damaged to an undetermined
extent when one of the three suspension points by which the compressor
was being lifted broke and allowed the compressor to fall to the Ilcor.

Fuel Handler. Acceptance tes*ts were completed during the moxnth and the
manufacturer was instructed to disassemtle the machine and prepare it
for shipment by November 28. The machine will be accepted with certain
deficiencies in operation which will be corrected or brought within
acceptable performance standards during testing at Hanford. The vender
will replace the exhaust alr hose and resize the shroud. These itezs
will be delivered separately. The air cooling system has considera:ly
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more pressure drop (without the fuel element, shroud, and seat in place)
than can be accounted for by calculation. Inspection revealed no ob-
struction in the line, 80 the manufacturer was relieved of responsibility
for this item. Further testing will be required to determine the cause of
this condition and the most desirable corrective action. Vibration in
travel of the bridge has become more pronvunced at certain positions of
the carriage. This matter is the manufacturer's regponsibility to correct.

Outlet Nozzle. Some material for re-manufacture of the nozzles has been
received by the vendor, end ebrk has begun on new components. Welding
on reassembly of four nozzles was not entirely acceptable on the first
attempt, and some repair has been made. Nozzles are scheduled to be
completed by the end of the year, if no further difficulties are encount-
ered.

Fuel Element Hanger. The fuel element hanger was redesigned to eliminate
interchangeability of use with UOp and plutonium elements and permit
ready visual identification of either type.

Fuel Element Examination Facility. The Mosler Safe Company has encountered
more difficulty with cracks in the casting for the cast iron shielding.

The cracks occurred in access holes in wall block No. 3 and in one of the
top blocks. An attempt will be made to repair the blocks. Due to the
cracking problem, Mosler Safe Company will not meet the scheduled shipping
date for all blocks. However, to avoid delaying the Phase III contractor,
a partial shipment consisting of the filler blocks and bottom two wall
blocks will be made. Delivery has been reguested by December 15, 1959.

High Pressure Loop (Project CAH-841). Minor revisions and refinements
have been made in details of the design criteria. The project proposal
is being circulated for approval. Transient analyses of the control
system are being made.

Sections of the design criteria concerning the primary pump drives and
the emergency tank were revised. The primary pumps will no longer have
two-speed drives. Instead, two motors, & 30 hp and 10 hp, will drive eaclk
high pressure pump -- the smaller motor being connected by & V-belt drive.
The large motor is reduced to 30 hp (from 60 hp) because the flywheel will
. be separated from the motor by a magnetic clutch. The pump drive changes
will place high pressure loop equipment into & portion of the B Cell
access area; however, the equipment will stand on the floor and can be
covered with a five-foot tall enclosure.

The emergéncy tank will no longer vent to the PRTR building exhaust after
a rupture disk faills. The tank will become pressurized and force water
to the holdup tanks outside the containment vessel.

PRP Critical Facility (Project CAE-842). The design criteria was pub-
lished for comment during the report period. CE&U Operation has been
authorized to proceed with preliminary design of the critical facility
building. Detailed instructions have been forwarded to them delineating
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the portion of the design which the authorization concerns and which will
be included in the PRTR Maintenance and Mockup Addition contract. Ex-
peg;ed completion date for detailed design of this portion is January 15,
1960. :

Fuel Element Rupture Test Facility (Project CAH-867). The scope des-
cription document describing the proposed PRIR rupture loop has been
completed. The loop is an "open'" type (the primary coolant is reduced
to atmospheric pressure prior to leaving the loop) with capabilities for
once-through coolant flow or for recirculation. The in-reactor test
section consists of a Zircaloy pressure tube with a Zircaloy liner ccn-
taining the fuel assembly for protection of the main pressure bvearing
member.

Design Testing

PR-1 - Discharge Operation Mockup. Acceptance testing of the fueling -
vehicle was completed. The vendor was notified that the vehicle is .to

be dis-assembled and shipped by the end of the month (vendor was advised
that a delivery date of five weeks after shipment of the vehicle for the
air system flexible hose and a delivery date of three weeks after vehicle
shipment for the shroud was acceptable). The major fabrication problex
remaining is the elimination of excessive vibration in the vehicle during
bridge travel. The following major components are not functional, and

it will be necessary to revise the systems wher the vehicle is received:

(1) Bridge position indiceting system. The system is being re-
designed utilizing a "Selsyn" type drive for the counter.

(2) Air cooling system. Pressure drop in the air cooling system
appears to be in excess of the rated capacity of the compresscr.

PR-10 - Primary Loop Mockup. The primary process purp has operated for
more than 1800 hours. The seal leakage has generally been less than

© 0.1 gallon per hour. The erratic leakage occurring at 1100 hours was
determined to be due to temperature variation in the seal cavity caused
by intermittent flow from the seal leak collection tank.

Damage to the low pressure secondary seal is known to be occurring during
periods of relatively high leakage (0.5 gph) of the high pressure seal.
Helium evolution during these periods is higher than caen escape from the
seal cavity and causes the seal faces to run without proper water coverage.
The high wear rate is evidenced by graphite particles in the secondary
leakage.

The oil seal leaskage, which started at approximately 900 hours, has in-
creased from 10 ml/hr at that time to & constant 60 ml/hr after 1500 hours.
The clearness of the oil leakage suggests hardening and cracking of the
O-rings, a condition which the pump vendor has been advised of. Other
elastomers should be ready for evaluation in future tests.
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The protoiype process pump has operated over 70O hours with leakage con-
sistently below 0.1 gph. Flywheel decay tests were performed with the
small pump to determine the effects of head variation on flow decay rates.

PR-13 - Injection Pump Test. Packing testing resumed on October 28,
using Duramettalic Handy-Pack, Style AB packing rings, consisting of
lead foil outer rings and plastic inner rings. The packing failed after
56 hours due to the impact load, causing the lead foil to ex*rude and
bind the plunger. Testing of Raybestos Marhatton Vee-Flex split ring
packing, R/M #1204k, started on November 16, and is now in prcgress.

PR-40 - Shim Control Mockup. Modification of the second prototype assembly
incorporating changes to agree with those being made by GE-APED is 90 per-
cent complete. All drawings made by GE-APED have been reviewed and
approved.

Delivery of the ball bearing lead screws has been delayed until about
December 20, due to a vender fabrication error. Material for new screwvs
was ordered and will be rolled by Saginaw Steering Gear Divisior of
General Motors, who 1s supplying the lead screws and ball rnut assemblies.
The thermocouples have been received and are undergoing tests in the
laboratory to determine their reliability. It also appears that the AEC
will not he able to procure the drive mctors by the dates we are required
to furnish them to GE-APED. Delay of these items will no doukt delay the
delivery of the shim control assemblies.

PR-52 - Process Tube Thermasl Cycling and Pressure Testing. The process tube
was operated 571 hours during the month witn leakage rates fror the high
pressure closures as follows: nozzle cap - C.67 ml/hr; nozzle o process
tube - 0.18 ml/hr; and process tube inlet - 0.09 ml/hr.

The fuel element was removed and examined by Fuels Development persdnnel
and found tc be in good condition.

The process tube was removed and replaced with a new (reject) tube which
had been fully pickled, autoclaved, and inspected. The old tube will be
inspected by Radiographic Testing persomnel to determine 1f any corrosion
was evidenced. ‘

A new style inlet flange incorporating a 27/32" orifice, was installed on
the single tube prototype. Pressure drop measurements indicate the fol-
lowing conditions at 480 F and about 110 gallcns per minute flow:

Inlet Piping 2no iniet valve) 5.0 psi

Process Tube (with fuel element % inlet orifice) 22.0

Outlet Orifice 13.5

Outlet Piping 5.0

Total System (no inlet valve) Ls.5
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The hold-down devices are being fabricated by J. A. Jones Construction Co.
The Inconel "X" spring has been thermally cycled about 1000 cycles with
indications of a small load loss. The Starrett springs withstood over
600 thermal cycles with no difficulty and the SAE 4130 -- 42 cycles.

Materials have been ordered with which to fabricate the springs in case
the off-site vendors are unable to supply the springs. A device to mech-
anically flex the springs while hot has been built and is ready for testing.

PR-64 - Gas Sampling Technigue. Testing of several gas separator designs
has determined that a separator, three inches high and 2-1/2 inches in
diameter, packed with raschig rings, gives satisfactory results. A pro-o-
type rotameter has been ordered to better evaluate the problem caused by
condensation in the rotameter with the passage of helium saturated with
water at 120+ F. Experimental data are being obtained to correlate gas
flow rates with varied amounts of helium in solution.

PR-70 - Helium Compressor Test. The test program with the two cozpressor
units was halted October 30, 1959, when the compressors were delivered *o
the Phase III contractor for reactcr izstallation. A repor:t, EW-6273k,

has been prepared summarizing the findings of the compressor test prcgrar.

Additional work is being planned in the development of the oil corrensating
pumps for the Hofer high pressure ccmpressor. A test stand is being fab-
ricated and will be ready for operation about December 1, 1959. An air-
craft type positive displacement hydrailic pump has been received fror
Vickers Incorporated for evaluation purposes as a replacerment for *he
existing Hofer designed oil purps.

The possibility of preparing & test stand simulating compressor gas cneck
valve service 1s being considered. Duplication or approach of ac*tusl
compressor conditions will be quite difficult, and & justified installation
for further check valve development may not be practical.

Additional test work is being performed with the Beach Sta-Dri oil reroval
filter in an attempt to evaluste its performance in the 30C to 40C F range.

PR-80 - Air Cooling Duct Test. Design of the small capacity duct is
complete. Fabrication is 40 percent complete. -

Special Tools - PRTR. Chain driven tools are being fabricated for the
outlet and inlet Jjumper nuts. These tools will be used to start nuts and
apply up to 50-foot-pounds of torgque. Long end wrenches will be used to
apply up to 1000-foot-pounds of final torque.

The tool for removing the shroud tube lower weld was tested and found *c
operate satisfactorily. A new tool is being designed to remove the portion
of the shroud tube that is rolled into the bottom of the calandria.

Silicone Foam Testing. The duct assemblies have been fabricated, and
testing will commence immediately with the full size units filled wi=t
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representative quantities of electrical and instrument leads. An initial
test showed good sealing characteristics between the silicone and the
wires and steel; however, a considerable leak was evidenced through the
short (2-foot) wires, especially the multi-conductor cables.’

Instrumentation and Control. The selection tests of the PRTR rupture monitor
photomultiplier tubes being performed by Nucleonic Instrumentation Operation
continued during the month. About 80 tubes have been tested to date. The
rejection rate is about 25% of those phototubes tested to date. The last

37 scintillation crystals which were purchased for use in the rupture
monitor system arrived, and eight have been found to be defective. Four
have leaking seals and four have separations between the crystal and the
gless end window. The 17 defective crystals which were received in the
second batch of 25 have been returned to the manufacturer for replacement.
The additional eight defective crystals are to be returned also. These 25
defective crystals represent nearly 30% rejection of those furnished by the
manufacturer. All fallures are attributed to poor workmanship or techniques
on the part of the manufacturer.

The reactor control and radiation monitoring system were received on
November 16. The automatic controller portion of the system is being
evaluated on an analog computer simulation of the reactor. Evaluation
tests will include operation with ranges of the variables of plutonium
concentration, fuel temperature coefficient, and critical moderator level.
Tests will consist of frequency response, response to various steps and
ramps of reactivity, arnd a checkout of the period control features. This
work 1is being done by HLO's Systems Research Operation. Completion is
scheduled for December 15, 1953.

Process Instrumentation. Testing of the second prototype (100 K ohm)
thermistor probe for the Fuel Examination Facility has been continuing

in the range of ore to six inches from the heat source. Response time

to 63% of & 200 F step change in temperature has been found to be L4l

seconds for both a positive and negative step. The radiation stabilized
glass used in the probe (infrared transmission efficiency approximately

two percent) is not satisfactory from the time response standpoint. Ar-
senic trisulfide glass with a transmission efficiency of 90% has been ordered,
and testing will continue as soon as it is received.

An instrument for checking the rate of sudden changes in moderator level
in the PRTR calandria has been assembled. Laboratory tests have been
completed, and the equipment will be installed in the 189-D calandria
mockup for final testing.

Four prototypical cable connectors for use with resistance temperature
detectors on the PRTR were examined. These are improved units over the
connectors originally specified. Several minor changes have been recom-
mended to be included in the final design. Testing of the resistance
temperature detectors with these connectors resulted in some minor
changes in the assembly techniques of the RTD itself which should result
in a more rugged unit.
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Design Analysis’

Physics Analysis. A study of the PRP Critical Facility loading worih has
been initiated. The variation of fuel types and lattice pitch and the
inclusion of & DpO/Hp0 moderator option in the design leads to the consid-
eration of about 22 cell types. Three-group diffusion theory methods will
be applied using the F3 progrem for the IBM-709. Results will be ir *he
form of three-group flux and adjoin%t flux distributions in spezific cells
and in various core arrangerents. Also determined is the syster multi-
plication. Hitherto unavailable three-group neutron cross sections are
being calculated with attention to prcper spectral weighting, especially
for close-packed, highly erriched, HpO moderated core schemes.

Formulation of the calculations for gernerating the PRTR xenon tables has
been completed. Flow charting and coding of the problem for the IBM-70G

has started. To be generally applicable to all spike loeding configurations,
the calculation has been designed to provide two sets of tebles. The first
table will allow direct calcula*ion of local poisoning in terms of tube
power, while the second table will provide weighting functious in *terms of
numbers of tubes, tube power, and reactcr powver.

Work has started on the design of critical experiments for the Critical
Test phase of the PRTR startup. Consideration is being given to cali~
bration of the moderator level and the shim system by uniformly poisorirg
the moderator with boron. Calculations indicate that a concerntration of

20 mg/liter of elemental bvoron will prcduce a negative reactivity of 100 mk.
A preliminary experimert to determire the feasitility of boron clearup is
now being planned. The design of a special fuel element for deterziring
flux distribution and cadmium ratios is also under way.

Steam Loop Transieat Analysis. Calculations tc determine a suitarle suto-
~matic control system are presently in the debug stage. Latest resul*s
indicate the Fortran program is satisfactory. A set of coefficients de-
fining the requirements cf the control systex is being calculated.

Rupture Disk Calculations for PRTR 14" Cate Valve. In order to insure
ageinst flow restriction during rormal operation and yet prevent flow
following a pipe failure, a rupture disk is to be installed in the 14"
gate valve. Ir order to properly size the disk, the maximum differential
pressure across the valve following a pipe failure is required. The zax-
imum differential pressure was postulated to occur following a rupture irn
the 14" inlet header and was calculated to be 20 psi. Since the dead-
head of the pump is 130 psi, a rupture pressure differential of 75 psi is
recommended to allow for a suitable factor of safety in ithe calculated re-
sult.

Flow Decay Following Power Failure ~ PRTR Primary Pump. The experimental
flow decay curve was determined, and the results are noted to agree well
with the calculated curve until tne flow had decayed to about 3C percent
of normal. At lower flows the calculated rundown times were much greater
than observed. The discrepancy appears to be attributable to mechanizal
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friction in the pump seals. In the previous calculations, mechanical
friction had been neglected.

Safeguards Analysis. The PRIR Final Safeguards Analysis was issued. A
review of the final safeguards analysis of PRIR was made by the General
Electric Reactor Safeguards Courcil on November 19.

The hazards survey report for the PRTR High Pressure Lcop, based on the
preliminary scope design, was issued as HW-62111. Preliminary hazards
analyses for the PRP Critical Facility were begun.

231-Z Autoclave Failure. Investigation of the autoclave explosion which
occurred in 231-Z Building on July 31, 1559, has been completed. It was
concluded that the failure was caused by malfunction of the temperature
control instrumentation which allowed extreme overheating by the furnaces.
Steam-metal corrosion reactions supplied the final increment of energy
required to heat the autoclave to 950 C. The autoclave failed by stress-
rupture after a short time at 95C C and 1300 psi. No previocusly un-
recognized chemical or physical phenomena contributed to the failure. A
report of the investigation of the autoclave failure will be issued early
in Decembver.

Plutonium Febrication Pilot Plant.

Phase III Construction. The Phase III equipment installation contract
with George A. Grant Company was terminated effective Noverber 15, 1559.
The remainder of the equipment installation work is being done by

J. A. Jones Construction Company under CPFF contract. Contract completion
was estimated at 96% at termination and at 98% at the end of the month.
Total project completion is estimated at about 85% at the end of the month.

The change of contractors became desirable because of the large number of
change orders ernsuing from discrepancies between the installaticn drawings
for the sintering furnaces ard the furnaces as received. The sintering
furnaces were designed under a DDR contract by Harper Electric Furnace
Company. The design of the furnaces themselves appears to be highly com-
peternt, with minor modifications to the main electrical switchgear.
Changes to the instrumentation to meet HAPO requirements were somewhat
more extensive, and the installation drawings (made by Harper to allow
issuance of the Phase III bid package on schedule) were unsatisfactory.
New installatlion drawings made by Design Engineering and issued as Design
Change #37 were generally satisfactory but allowed George A. Grant Company
to claim large sums as contract extras. The furnaces as manufactured by
Salemw Fabricating and Machine Company were not completed in accordance
with the purchase order and the drawings. Thus, additional extra charges
would have had to be pald for field completlon of the meim power wiring
and the cooling water and drain piping. Such work, entailing much field
direction and many changes, is most economically and expeditiously done
under a CPFF arrangement.
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The change of contractors was mede with little loss of time to the
construction schedule. George A. Jrant Company craftsmen worked pro-
ductively until about November 12, and by November 18, J. A. Jones
Construction Company had deplcyed a full crew to the Jjcb, and produciive
work was again under way. The present schedule calls for completion of
work on the oxide fuel 1ine Decexber 23.

Group 5 Equipmernt Ipstallation. All bids for new equipment and all
estimates for the cost of installation of new and transferred equipment
have been received. Initiation of equipment installation and procure-
ment are awaiting increased project authorization from the AEC.

Procurement. The small parts for the sintering furnaces were delivered
November 20. The material needed for the power wiring and cooling water
piping is on order. Most will be delivered before December 5, but no
firm date is available on the sight flow indicators. The maln control
penels for the furnaces were shipped November 17. The new motors for
the cross-push mechanisms were not delivered to the vendor until
November 20, which will protably hcld up delivery of these mechanisms
to the project until December 15. With this delivery, attaimment of
the December 23 schedule is still possibdle, but if the delivery of the
motors is delayed, completion of the cxide line will be delayed uxtil
December 30.

All other project procurement, including the 20-inch rolling mill,
remains essentially on schedule.

A representative of Clearing Machine Company spent most of the month
on the site correcting minor deficiencies in the 20C-ton hydrauliz press.
The press was accepted at month's end.

Ventilation Balancing. After a ruling by the AEC Review Board that bal-
ancing of the verntilation systexz in 308 Building is Bacon-Davis work, tihe
Cormission issued an order to J. A. Jones Comstructior Company for this
work. The work was completed during the month.

In the course of this work, defects were discovered in several of the CWS
filters. Purther inspection disclosed that many of the filters furnished
by the building contractor were defective, sc 123 were removed frox Stores
stock as replacements. Inspection disclosed that cnly 24 of this number
were free from damage. It was necessary, therefore, to prepare *he huild-
ing for startup with only two of the three main filter tanks fitted with
filters. The third bank will be fitted with filters when & new shipment
is received. The defects ohserved are those mentioned at an Air Polluticn
Seminar at Idaho Falls in July, sc the filter manufacturers are cognizan®
of the protlem.

UNCLASSZIFIED

12398149



UNCLASSIFIED A-38 HW-62899

PRTR Operations

Pre-Startup Activities. Issuance of the final portioms of EW-61500-RD,
TPRTR Design Tests," was completed during the month. Twenty-six of the
total of 45 tests have been reviewed by the PRTR Start-Up Council and
are being revised as necessary. Preliminary shceduling indicates the
tests may be performed in 8-1/2 weeks. Procurement of the special
equipment required for the tests was started.

A survey of coolant system nomenclature was completed. Standardized
definitions are being compiled.

The PRTR Engineering Assistant Training Program continued on schedule.
This course, designed to familiarize the Engineering Assistants with
all phases of PRTR operation, will be completed December 18, 1959.

The PRTR drawing list was up-dated and reissued. A forecast of cylinder
gas requirements was issued to inform Purchasing & Stores Operation of
future needs of PRTR operation for various types of gas.

Effort to assemble complete Blue Print Files for all installed equipment
continues. BPF information has bheen assembled for all but a few Phase I
and TI items. Very little BPF data are available as yet for Phase III
equipment.

Assistance has been rendered FPD Maintenarce in assembling a complete set
of Instrument Specificaticms. This information is necessary to assist in
spare parts procurement and in planning for iastrument calibration and
design tests.

Operating procedures for the primary and moderator coolant sysiems were
completed. Work was initiated on operating procedures related to physics
tests.

A spare parts procurement schedule has been developed. it is plarned to
have all required spare parts in stock before design tests begiln. The
majority of this work will be performed by PRIRC personnel. However, -
FPD Maintepance and other groups have been requested to assist when their
specialized knowledge of diesels, generators, and instrumentation may be
utilized to advantage.

The first two semi-monthly meetings with HLO Analytical Laeboratories
Operation personnel were held. During the first meeting the ALO repre-
sentatives were familiasrized with the physical arrangement of proposed
PRTR sampling and analytical equipment. The second meeting was devoted
to a review of equipment necessary to conduct certain lignt water analyses
in the 309 Building.

Initial contacts were made with the HLO Property Accounting Operation. As

a result of this meeting plens were made for establishing property
accounting procedures for the PRIR.
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Planning for critical tests continued. Instrument Research & Develcpment
Operation has been requested to coordinate procurement, installation, ard
testing of the instrumentation required to perform the tests. Preliminary
contacts were made with outside groups tc obtain manpower assistance
during the performance of these tests.

The complete High Pressure Loop Design Criteria is being reviewed for
PRIRO approval at month end. The final rough draft of the PRP Critical
Facility is also being reviewed for comment. In cooperation with Experi-
mental Physics personnel, operating procedures for the Critical Facility
were prepared.

Vendors' prints of Fuel Examination Facility shielding and primary manipu-
lator details were reviewed. Also, comnents were issued on the Zollowing
subjects: storage and nandling D0, breathing air supply. overhaul of
2400 volt switchgear, and back-up chargers for switchgear batteries.

Extra Activities. PRTRO personnel conducted nine tours involving 94 perscns.
The nuxber of tours requested by various HAPO groups hes decreased sharply
since access to the containment vessel was limited tc 12:00 to 22:3C pr

and 4:30 to 5:00 pm due to increased construc-ion activity in the vessel.

2. BASIC SWELLINC STUDIES

Irradiation Program

Bench tests are continuing on a swelling capsule containing four natural
uranium spheres {0.7% U-235) in order to evaluate the capsule corponen*s
&8 well as the assoclated instrumentation. The capsile, complete wizh a
3 kw heater supply and Minneapolis-Honeywell instruments, consisting cf
a temperature controller, proportional voltage controller, a magre%ic
amplifier, a saturable core reactor and a l2-point temperature recorder,
is being operated on a continuous Yasis to simulate in-reactor opera*tion
as closely as possible. Original difficulties experieanced with the tem-
perature controlling instrumentation, due to component miswiring prior tc
shipment to Hanford Labcratories Operation, have been corrected, and the
units are now operating satisfactorily.
Additional development, however, 1s necessary in order to improve the
reliasbility of the thermocouples. The gold braze between the 304 stain-
. less steel thermocouple sheath and tantalum tip is subject %o failure
during capsule assembly and subsequent operation. The tartalum tips were
removed from several failed couples and & two-holed 338 stainless steel
plug was inserted into the end of the sheath. This plug was ther fusicn
welded to incorporate the thermoccouple wires and sheath to form the thermo-
couple bead. After beading, the thermocouple was flame sprayed wit
tantalum at expected points of contact with the uranium specimens. Im-
proved rellability and life are expected from these thermocouple modifi-
cations as has been reported from other AEC instailations who have used
this method of thermocouple beading.
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Additional instrumentation for the in-reactor capsules is being assembled
and will be laboratory tested with a swelling capsule prior to shipment
for the in-reactor tests. A capsule containing four natural uranium
(0.7% U-235) spheres and a capsule containing three enriched uranium
spheres (3.063% U-235) are being assembled for the in-reactor tests. The
Production Test document for the irradiation of these latter two capsules
has been submitted for approval.

Mechanisms and Theory

Mechanisms of inert gas agglomeration in uranium during irradiation are
being evaluated. Calculations have been carried out to evaluaste the con-
cept that parent atoms (e.g., Te and I) mey form a second phase which
could act to precipitate Xe and Kr pores "in situ" as these atoms decay.
During irradiation the concentration of radio-iodine, i.e., iodine that
decays to stable Xe, approaches a steady state value of sbout 3 x 1017
atoms per cc of uranium in less than four days. Assuming that no dif-
fusion tekes place, the average distance between unstable iodine atoms

is then 40 to 50 atomic spacings. Given these initial conditions, one
can then calculate the minimum value of the iodine diffusion coefficient,
D, necessary for agglomeration of various size precipitates in the time
corresponding to the shortest iodine half-life. For agglomerate sizes of
103 atoms and 10 atoms, corresponding D values are 10-17 and 10-1 cm2/sec.
Althqgugh the actual D values for iodine are unknown, values greater than
101 cmz/sec are highly probable. It is concluded, therefore, that the
nucleation of Xe and Kr pores ir urarnium by parent atom diffusion, pre-
cipitation and decay is a realistic possibility.

Pore Size and Distribvution

Optical and electron microscopy are being used as a direct means for de-
termining the size and distribution of pores in irradiated uranium.
Swelling in two types of specimens, one with & burnup of 0.4l a/o and
the other with a burnup of 0.29 a/o, irradlated at temperatures below
550 C, are being studied as a function of post-irradiation annesling
treatments.

The density of a specimen with burnup of 0.41 a/o after annealing at

880 ¢ for 100 hours was remeasured and found to be 1L4.64. This value

is lower than the density values obtained for similar specimens annealed
at lower temperatures. The high value of 16.79 reported previously for
this specimen was obtained by intentiocnal ultrasonic impregnation of the
immersion liquid, water, into the cracks and open porosity present in the
specimen, whereas the lower value, 14k.64, is closer to the true demnsity
of the sample. The ratlo of the volume of open porosity to the volume
of closed porosity is equal to 1.26. These results illustrate the neces-
sity for exercising extreme caution in interpreting the measured density
of small specimens that have external cracks and internal porosity.

A statistical analysis is being initiated on pore volume fractions and
pore densities in uranium with & burnup of 0.29 a/o which has been
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annealed at 880 C for 10D hours. I+ is hoped that with the analysis it
will be possible to ascertain the effect of irradiation temperature,

350 C versus 550 C, the effect of etching, and the extent of distortirn
due to replication or the measured pore diameters and pecre iistributions
in this sample. Replicas of this specimen correspondirg to etching tires
of 0, 10, 20, 40, and 80 minutes jura*ior have been processed; a peri-
pheral area in each replica has been photographed in the optical and in
the electron microscope. 4 rinimum of 40 minutes etching *ime is reguired
to remove the surface layer and reveal the porosity. A similar study of
the central core region corresponding to an irradiaticn temperature cf
550 C is in progress.

Fission Product Mobility

A knowledge of the mobilities of rare gas fission products through uraniux
is important in understanding the mechanisms of pore formation. Rare gases
are introduced into uranium by electrical glow discharge (sputﬁering) ard
by ion borbardment. The amcount deposited under varicus experimental
conditions, as well as the mode of deposition and depth of penetration, is
presently being determined. Two, one-half inch diameter, C.002 inch +thick
uranium foil disks were sent to C. W. Tucker at CERL. These disks were
bombarded with 4O kv kryptcn ions at an actual ion current cf one microa=p
per cm? for approximetely five hours. The rate of evoluticn of krypton
from the disks was subsequently determined by heating in a second systex
connected to a mass spectromeier. Evolution of krypton from the urarniuz
was first detected gt 170 C. A peak in the evolution rate versus tempera-
ture curve occurred at LOC T in a disk neated at a rate of 40O C/hour.

The krypton evolution from a second disk, heated at 20C G/hour, showsd no
such peak. Instead, the evoiution rate gradually increased with ircreasing
temperatures. The raw data from this experiment are still being processed,
and absolute amounts of gas deposited and released will be availzble shor+ly.

The 0.9 inch diameter x O.1 inch thick uranium disk, tna* was outgassed for
three days at 620 C and then sputtered at 16 ma/cm2 in twc mx pressure of
xenon for four days &t this sare temperature, was machined into four equal
segments. Specimens were submitted for detailed x-ray study, metalilo-
graphic examination, and vazuum fusion analysis. Of the twc specixens
submitted for vacuum fusion, one had C.C02 inch removed frem the sputtered
surface by abrading under oil. Fusion analysis showed that about 1/6 as
much xenon was contained in the abraded sample ss in the unabraded cne.
This would indicate that at least a fraction of the deposited xenon dif-
fused into the matrix uranium from the sputtered surface. Electron
nicroscopy, however, could detect nothing in the microstructure tha*

would suggest the presence of the gas. BSome large irregular cavities cr
stringers were observed with the light rmicroscope, which are believed *c
have been present initially. It is conceivable that these may have acted
to trap the gas which would result in misleading analyses. The metallo-
graphic specimen will be analyzed by vacuum fusion to determine whether or
not this result is reproducible.
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3.

GAS COOLED POWER REACTOR PROGRAM

Graphite Studies

Pressurized Gas Cooled Loop Facility (Rroject CAH-822). The transient
analysis was completed. The results will be combined with the previous
work (HW-61393) end issued as a formal document.

The transient analysis covered abnormel reactor startups and shutdowns
and normal and reduced COp flow rates. The results of these calculations
indicate that the rate of temperature change in the loop piping can be
maintained at 900 F per hour except for short periods when reactor power
changes rapidly with time. The most rapid rate of temperature change was
estimated to be 216 F per minute in the ex-reactor piping.

Calculations for reduced COp flow retes following a reactor scram indicate
the minimum shutdown flow can be as low as 2000 1b/hr without excessive

CO, temperatures at the blower. These celculations showed that if flow

is reduced from 15,000 1b/hr to 2000 1b/hr in one minute and thereafter

held constant, the loop will experience temperature only slightly greater
than at normal operation. The maximum increase in temperature was found

to occur at the blower where the COp temperature increased to 935 F.

However, the duration of this high temperature will be less than 1.5 minutes.
At 1.5 minutes the COp temperature had decayed to 850 F, and after six
minutes it was down to 800 F.

Fourteen drawings have been partially approved. All material has been
ordered for fabrication of the in-reactor section. A stainless steel
nozzle test assembly incorporating a self-energizing sesl was completed
and is being test evaluated. Welding procedures are available for
qualifying welders in welding of Inconel 702, Inconel, and Hastelloy "X",
and part of the materisl required has been received. The fabrication of
the reactor sections will be done by plant forces.

Design of a 35 kw heater for testing the gas loop is nearly finished.
Two models of a high temperature-high pressure electrical entrance device
have proven satisfactory.

Processing of approval drawings and specifications and answering engi-
neering questione fram Struthers-Wells continues. The preliminary
estimate from Struthers-Wells indicates a net cost for Addendum No. 2
of less than $3000.

It has been determined from Bristol-Siddeley that the main blowers are -
capable of continuous operatipn on 60-cycle current. Consequently, the
emergency motor-generator set will be replaced by two three-phase trans-
formers connected in parallel to the emergency bus, thereby increasing
the reliability of the blower back-up system. This change will be issued
in Addendum No. 3, together with provision for back-up water to the blower
coolant system and a reduction in size of the back-up motors for the
shroud coolant blowers.
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Final drawings of the main blowers from Bristol-Siddeley have been re-
ceived and approved. However, word has been received from International
General Electric that delivery date will be delayed.

Bid invitations are still open for the top and bottox connectors. Orders
for approved assemblies will be placed on the first of December.

All bypass switches have beer removed from the loop safety system cir-
cuitry, in conformance with the PRTR philosophy that coincident circuits
should not have bypass switches unless required for operation of the
facility.

Nickel base alloys are being considered for use as in-reactor struc+ural
materials for the gas-cooled loop. Samples of the candidate materials
will be irradiated in graphite channel in C Reactor. Comparison of mech-
anical properties of the irradiated specimen with those of unirradiated
control pieces will yield valuable data on the behavior of these alloys
under anticipated locp operating conditions.

A graphite capsule containing thin washer sarples of six nickel base
alloys, three low manganese steels, three iron-chromium-alucinaz alloys,
and type 406 stainless steel will be irradiated in the graphite channel
at C Reactor for approximately one meonth. All of the alloys will be
evaluated for stability in the reactor gas coolant environrent. Thre
graphite capsule for this irradiation is now Yeing fabricated. Zwo cr
three specimens of each of the thirteen allcys *c ke initially exarmined
have been prepared from strip, pclished, and checked for zicrositrusztural
appearance, hardness, ard weight. Duplicate control samples have also
been prepared. Only four cf the nickel base aliocys, Inconel, Has*ellcy X,
Inconel 702, and Hastellcoy R-235 will be studied for radiation induced
mechanical properiy changes. Following evaluation of atmosphere effects,
two capsules containing tensile specimen of *“he selected nickel allioys
will be irradiated in the same facility for three mcznths and six zenths,
respectively.

Graphite Oxidation in COo. ince needle coke graphites seem to possess
more dimensional stability under high temperature irradiation than con-
ventional graphlites, tests have been initiated cn oxidation testing of
these new grephites. At 750 C the average oxidatiop rate cof & needle
coke graphite (GL-10) in flowing COp was 1.35 x 10~* gm/gm-hr, which
compares favorably with 1.47 x 10~k gn/gm-hr for CSF graphite. These
samples were oxidized for about one percent total weight loss.

Photogréphic Studies. When graphite samples are placed within microwave
glows established in CO and COp, soot deposits form on the graphite and
on the quartz components of the apparatus. This soot is probably caused
by decomposition of carbon sub-oxides, and therefore it is of interest to
study these deposits to shed light on the mecharism of carbon mass
transport in gas cooled reacter systems.
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Soot deposits have been photographed with the aid of an electron micro-
scope at various magnifications from 5000 to 25,000 X. They reveal a
dendritic, fern-like structure built up from ultimate platelets which
appear to be a few hundred angstroms thick and a few hundred thousand
square angstroms in area. Length to width ratios on individual dendrites
were 40 to 50 to one, and large bundles of such dendrites were observed
lying parallel to each other. Another form of soot was found which is
best described as "lily-pad like". However, it is suspected that the
quartz surface on which it was formed may have influenced this growth.
Neither form of the carbon had the appearance of ordinary flame sooct.

Capsule Experiments. Two Npo-filled capsules containing graphite samples
and designed to operate at about 37 psie at 500 C are ready to be charged
into a reactor test hole. Six other graphite samples, two with N2 and
two with He at atmospheric pressure, and two in vacuo, will be charged
in-reactor simultaneously. All graphite samples have been carefully
measured so that, aside from studying gas-graphite reactions, the effect
of reactor atmosphere on graphite dimensional stability can be investi-
gated.

Pyrolytic Graphite. Pyrolytic graphite is of interest for reactor
application because of its high degree of crystal orientation. This
property may cause pyrolytic graphite to exhibit extreme stabllity
under high temperature irradiation and should make the graphite quite
resistant to oxidation since & minimum number ¢f crystallite-edge-plane
atoms are exposed to atiack.

The data from the oxidation of a three-inch long pyrolytic graphite tube
in flowing air are compared with CO graphite below. The greater oxidation
resistance of pyrolytic graphite is eviden*. The oxidation activation
energy is about 4O kcal/mole which is the same as for coke based grsphites.

Oxidation Rate (gm/gm-hr)

Temp. Pyrolytic Graphite CO (Needle Coke)
450 1.24 x 1072 3.5 x 1074

500 9.24 x 1077 1.8 x 1073
550 b.o1 x 107k 6.0 x 1073
600 1.71 x 1073 --

One piece of pyrolytic graphite has been charged into a 500 C reactor
test facility in order that the oxidation rate carn be measured on an
irradiated sample.

The mean linear thermal expansion coefficient parallel to the crystal
planes was determined for pyrolytic graphite using a quartz differential
dialatometer. The extreme anisotropy of this form of graphite is evi-
denced by a negative coefficient of thermal expansion below 375 C.
Hitherto, only natural flake or sketetal graphite has shown this property.
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Temp. Range Therrmal Expansion Coefficient x 106
25 - 125 ¢ -0.23

25 - 275 -0.09

25 - 375 0.0

25 - 625 +0. 34

25 - 925 +0.59

Graphite Cement. It is possible that cemented graphite joints could e
utilized beneficially in certain gas cooled reactor designs. Since nc
irradiation data are available for graphite cements, samples have beez
inserted in a hot irradiation test facility for an initial exposure at
about 500 C. These samples consist of cemented joints prepared »y Allis-
Chalmers Manufacturing Company using CS-312 graphite stock and National
Carbon Company F-cement. Strength and dimensional change after irradi-
ation will be determined for these samples. Also inciluded in the irradi-
ation is & small sample of graphite bonded with silicon carbvide prepar=4
by Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company.

D. RADIATION EFFECTS ON METALS - 5000 PRCZRAM

Radiation damage recovery is being studied for a number of structural metals;
these include copper, nickel, titanium, zirconium, iron, molybderum, and *ype
347 stainless steel. Tensile properties, elecirical resistarnce, and x-ray
diffraction spectra are being measured to determine the characteristics of
the recovery mechanisms.

Irradiated and control specimens of molybdenum and zirconium were given four,
60-minute isochronal anneals during the month. The annealing temperatures
for molybdenum were 175, 200, 225, and 25¢ C, and for zirconium 200, 225, 257,
and 275 C. DPH hardress and electrical resistance measuremerts were made
after each anneal.

The electrical resistance data for molybdenum reveal a recovery procesg which
proceeds at a maximum rate at about 15C C for an exposure of 4.4 x 10t nv,
and at about 175 C for an exposure of 1.5 x 1020 nvt. Complete recovery in
-this region has not occurred up to 250 C, arnd the extent cf recovery measirel
to this temperature is greater for the lower exposure specimen.

Considerable increases ir DPH hardress for the mclybdenum specimens irradiatel
to 4.4 x 1018 ana 1.5 x 1020 nvt were measured within the annealing range

125 to 250 C. At 250 C the hardness of the 1.5 x 10290 nvt specimen has in-
creased 23 DPH numbers and 1s still increasing, whereas the hardness of the
L.4 x 1010 nvt specimen has increased eight DPH numbers and appears *tc be
leveling off. is behavior is anomalous to the general trend of radiaticn
damage recovery in metals and is being studied in light of dispersion hard-
ening processes.

The electrical resistance data for zirconium reveal & recovery process whrich
proceeds at a maximum rate at about 225 C for an exposure of 4.7 x 101° nv+,

- UNCLASSIFIED
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Significant recovery for the 1.5 x 1020 nvt exposure speé¢imen has occurred
at 275 C, but the process has not reached z maximum rate. Completion of
recovery in this region has not occurred up to 275 C, and the extent of
recovery measured to this temperature is greater for the lower exposure
specimen.

Significant change of DPH hardness has not occurred up to 275 C for the

zirconium specimen irrsdiated to 1.5 x 1020 nvt; however, a slight decrease
in hardness occurred for the specimen irradiated to 4.7 x 1018 nvt.

CUSTOMER WORK

Radiometallurgical Examinations

PT-IP-190-A Ruptured Doe Elements (BRM-4L02). Examination of these self-

supported Doe elements revealed an accelerated corrosion attack in the
aluminum can wall resulting in large blisters of accumulated corrosion
product. In each case the attack had started in the confined space next
to the support spot weld and had progressed ocutward from this location.
An initial accumulation of a heavy oxide layer under the support base
apparently caused localized overheating of the cen wall, which initiated
the accelerated attack. As the accumulated aluminum oxide provided more
inswlation, the corrosion of the can wall continued to progress rapidly
outward.

I & E Hole Failures From 4985 KW and 4259 KE (RM-252). Examination of the
slug from 4259 KE, which failed in the internal annulus, was completed this
month. The cause of failure was water entry to the uranium through the cap
end of the slug. The can was undercut, and the water and/or water vapor
progressed along the internal surface of the uranium to within one and
one-half inches of the base end of the element where gross reaction be-
tween the water and uranium occurred. As the voluminous corrosion products
formed, the internal aluminum sheathing was displaced into the annuius and
finally parted in tensile failure. The site of the water entry was not
found, but examination of the slug showed that its origin was in the cap
end. The uranium in the cap end was honeycombed with microcracks which
originated from extremely fine grained areas present in the metal. No
microcracks or unusual grain size was observed in the rupture area. Both
the inner and outer bond layers showed evidence of undercutting in several
locations in the cap end of the slug. Two small channels were seen in the
inner bond layer in the vicinity of the rupture. The quality of the
jacketing and welds which were metallographically examined was good, and
no defects were observed in the remainder of the surface, both internal
and external, which was examined minutely with the Opton viewer. The
probable sequence of events leading to the failure was as follows:

1. Microcracks originated in the fine grained area and spread
throughout the uranium in the cap end during initial reactor

operation.
L -]
- 2 (4]
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2. As the number of microcracks increased, stresses in the
sheathing were increased and, with continued operation,
the aluninum jacket failed allowing water to enter in the
region of the cap end.

3. The water undercut the can and progressed along the spire
to the area where the rupture occurred.

Nickel Plated Elements from PT-IP-207-A (RM-306). Three zon-plated, internally
and externally cooled, Hanford production fuel elements which were used as
control pileces in PT-IP-207-A, were examined %o determine whether hydrogen

gas was being trapped under the plating of nickel plated fuel elerents. The
gas analyses indicate that hydrogen gas was present, but the limited tests did
not provide conclusive evidence as tc the origin of the hydrogen. Either a
refined test or additional testing to provide enough data for statistical
analysis is required for conclusive evaluation of the gas testis.

Examination of a Side Hot Spot Ruptured Natural Urarium I & E Fuel Element From
Tube 1165-C (RM-209). Examination work on a hot spct ruptured natural uraniu
I & E fuel element with 570 MWD/T exposure was continued this mwonth. A rmetallo-
graphic saxmple taken 1-1/2 inch from the base end and ir the hot spot area re-
vealed uranium corrosion-product build-up between the can wall and uranium for
315° around the periphery. Photomicrcgraphs showed that a region around the
corrosion-product layer had operated in the uranium beta-phase tempera*ure zdne,
and that the remaining area toward the spire was in *the uranium alpha phase.
Another metallographic sample taken abeout 3-1/2 inches frox the cap end iid nct
reveal any beta-phase micrestructure. Snce the aluminum can wail was cracked
in both of the metallographic samples, an aiuminum sample was taken Ircx each
crack for metallographic work. The sarple nearest the cap end showed ni inter-
granular corrosion, but photomicrographs from the base-end sazpie revealed
intergranular corrosion attack wnich s*tartsd on the cutside and pecetrated

into the A1Si. This allowed water tc enter and form uraniuxz oxide, waich in
turn enlarged the diameter of the element and caused the can to fail iz tensiorn.

Metallography Laboratories

A series of baking tests at 200, 357, and Lo © froo 1/2 hcur tc 12 hours on
normal AlSi canned fuel elemernis was ccrducted y FFD personrel to dezermine
the effects on the intermetallic compound layer formed during cancing. Metal-
lographic examination revealed that a growth of UAl3 type structure (as shown
by its etching characteristics) was diffusing into the uranium. Growth cf
this diffusion product was most rapid frem the UAljz structure already pro-
duced during canning; however, it also occurred on the uranium side cf *thoss
layers associated with brittleness. Extended baking produced progressive
degrees of brittleness as determined Ly mechanical tests. Temperatares of

350 and 40O C caused an apparent change in the normal UAl3 structire. As
shown by etching tests, this structure approached the brittle layers irn
appearance. The change in micrcscopic appearance was paralleled by a decrease
in tensile strength. Short-term baking produced a slight growth ¢f UALx-
appearing diffusion compound and no detrimental mechanical property efiects
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as measured by tensile tests. Long-term baking produced more of the dif-
fusion compound and a change in the appearance of the original intermetallic
campounds. These effects were accompanied by progressive losses in tensile
strength.

Metallographic examination is nearly completed on recently-procured Zircaloy-2
tubing in sizes of 0.680, 0.505 and 0.502 inch ID from three fabricators,
Bridgeport Brass, Superior Tube, and Wolverine Tube. None of the tube sections
examined contained cracks, either on the ID or OD. A smooth surface was
apparent on all tubes, both OD and ID, with the exception of one order from
Wolverine Tube which had a relatively rough or undulated surface in comparison.

Sarples Processed During the Month.

Total samples processed: 578

Photographs.

Micrographs 351
Macrographs 113
LeL

A
For Manager, Reactor and Fuels

Researgh and Development

FW Albaugh:kb
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FISSIONABLE MATERIALS - 2000 PROGRAM

REACTOR

STUDIES RELATED TO PRESENT PRODUCTION REACTORS

Neutron Temperature Study‘

Measurements are now being made to gather the data necessary to correlate the
neutron temperature calibrations of the lutetium foils and Pu239 - U235 foil
pairs.

Neutron Temperature Coefficients

Debugging of the nuclear data tape code continues. The difficulties encountered
thus far have been caused by a Fortran compller error. An attempt is being made
to alter the program in a way that will cause correct compllation.

A subroutine to calculate exponential integrals has been written and tested.
Three methods are used to calculate the function in order to give increased
accuracy. These methods are; A power series for small arguments, a continued
fraction for intermediate arguments, and an asymptotic series for large arguments.
The errors found thus far have been less than 1 unit in the seventh significant
figure. An average of 60 milliseconds is required for each integral.

A subroutine to calculate complete gamma functions has been written and tested
for positive arguments. The errors are less than 1 unit in the seventh signifi-
cant figure for arguments less than 10 and about 10 times larger for larger argu-
ments.

A calculation of the thermsal neutron distribution was made for a hot graphite
lattice cell with a thin, room temperature water gap around the fuel rod. Pro-
gram F3 modified to include up-scattering was used, with one fast and two thermal
groups. Although the results are only qualitative because of uncertainties in
the transfer cross-sections, they showed a substantial decrease in the temperature
of neutrons in the fuel rod as a result of transmission through the cold water
annulus.

It was noted that the calculated fast flux (and hence the thermal slowing down
density) fell off considerably at the outer cell boundary. A calculation for a
similar lettice cell using age theory indicated that the slowing down density
should be almost perfectly flat regardless of the power distribution in the fuel.
The discrepancy, which results from describing fast neutrons by a single group,
can be avoided, however, either by using a large fictitious fast diffusion cceffi-
cient in F3, or by using ANP program Fy with an externsl source for the thermal
slowing down density. ?,

1239891 L p——
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Abéorbing Rod in a Maxwellian Flux

The effect of an absorbing rod on the thermel neutron flux in a non-absorbing
infinjite medium has been calculated for a number of cases in which parameters
representing temperature, rod radius, and rod material were varied. The digital.
computer program ARMIE was used in these calculations. Both "reaction weighting"
and "flux weighting" criteria were used to determine the constants in the linear
approximation to reciprocal blackness. These criteria were described last month
and refer to distribution functions used to determine a minimal least squares fit
between assumed linear and square-root energy dependences of reciprocal blackness.
It was found that the results are relatively lnsensitive tc the weighting function,
thus increasing confidence in the reasonableness of the simpler linear approxi-
mation. <

"The data from these cases have been incompletely analyzed. One quantity which

has been examined is (Toyt - Tyn)/T at the surface of the rod. T, and Ty, are
the average temperatures associated with the currents emerging from and entering
the rod. Therefore, the ratio which was examined measures the fractional spectral-
hardening produced by the rod. This quantity was found to increase with increasing
rod size and to decrease with increasing temperatures, a result which was expected
from qualitetive arguments. Quantitatively, a fractional change of around 1/4 was
found at room temperature for & radius about twice the total mean free path in the
rod.

The variation of the reciprocal blackness with energy has been e ned more
closely. It is found that, for the assumption that 1/p = Cy +Cp, E3 the coeffi-
cient Co has a simple dependence on the absorbing rod radius and material but the
dependence of the coefficient Cy; on these quantities is considerably more complex.
These conclusions are based on %he expression for blackness found by a variational
principle by Stuart, Nuc. Sci. and Eng. 2, 617 (1957).

Thermal Neutron Spectrum Near a Temperature Discontinuity

Evaluations of the analytic solutions to the temperature discontinuity problem

in a heavy gas moderator in slab and cylindrical geometry are continuing. Tem-
perature ratios of 2 to 1 and 3 to 1 in either direction have been used. It

has been found that the results approach closely those of the plane case when
a/» % L, where a is the slab half width or cylinder radius and A is the relaxation
length. A more thorough analysis is being made at a/A = 2, where geometrical
effects are evident.

To facilitate the comparison of the exact solution with approximate solutions,
an addition has been made to the 709 FORTRAN program SYZYGY. This addition,
which is optional, computes at each spatial position a) the temperature in the
effective temperature approximation and b) the spatial functions in the multi-
maxwellian group approximation. The 1/v reaction rates in these two approxima-
tions are also calculated.

Also under way 1s the extension of the analytical solution to slab and cylindri-

cal geometries for the case of a net current flow perpendicular to the discon-
tinuity.

1239892
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Multimaxwellian Group Analysis

Debug runs on FIT-1 were continued. The main program appears to be operating
correctly. The modified version of Fz, which is used to calculate two-group
fluxes, has been causing trcuble. At the month's end, it was discovered that the
FORTRAN compiler was not interpreting the program correctly. There does not
appear to be a clear-cut remedy for this trouble, so the cut-and-try method is
being used.

Neutron Rethermalization Experiments

The graphite fabrication for high temperature experiments in cylindrical geometry
has been completed. Preparations for testing the heating characteristics of the
assembly are in progress. Five NaI(Tl) counting systems have been calibrated and
tested. Two systems are for Pu-U counting, two for Lu, Cu, and Au foil counting,
and one for Cu pin counting. Curves for correcting for fission activity decay
have been obtained for the appropriate systems.

The Foil Decay Correction program which was originally written for the IBM 650
(EW-57226) bhas been rewritten for the IBM 709.

Instrumentation and Systems Studies

The write-up of the study on the speed of control of Hanford reactors upon coolant
loss has been completed and forwarded to IPD, Reactor Physics, for the addition
of several sections.

Study of the basic reactor kinetic equations has gone as far as practical analyti-
cally. The conclusions are that the solutions are unstable for all values of
amplitude and frequency of & sinusoidal reactivity variation. Practically the
oscillations are limited by the presence in a reactor of negative temperature
coefficients. Equations for determining the effects of these have been formulated,
but it will be necessary to use & computer to get useful results without an inordi-
nate amount of labor.

An attempt was made to obtain the solution of the standard reactor kinetic equa-
tions by the use of the DDA. A solution for various values of reactivity and
frequency of reactivity perturbations is desired. Some satisfactory runs were
completed.

A long section of flexible light pipe material (approximately three feet) made

by American Optical Company was tested for possible use as a reactor pigtail radio-
activity probe. It was found, using both Nal and anthracene detectors with the
light pipe, that excellent gross beta-gamma counting was possible. Further work
will be done on this technique.

STUDIES RELATED TO FUTURE PRODUCTION REACTORS

Exponential Measurements ¢of Large Diameter Fuel Elements

Final material buckling values have been determined for several lattices using
tube~in-tube fuel elemerts and one lattice using a 2.5 x 1.6 I g E fuel element.
The material bucklings ;nd other information of interest are given in Table I.

12395493 "REEs snn:
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"TABLE I
Ba
Fuel Lattice 2 (side) Volume Ratios

Element . Spacing (10-6cm-2) (in) K7 B,0/U ¢/
2.5 x 2.0 7 3/16 wet -123 1.k 493 1.102  14.85
with 1.66x1.1

2.5 x 2.0 8 3/8 wet -61 1.3 493 1.102 21.12
with 1.66x1.1

2.5 x 2.0 10 3/8 wet =45 1.4 493 1.102 33,86
with 1.66x1.1 '

2.5 x 1.6 I ¢ E 14 9/16 wet -129 2.1 373 1.291 T70.44

A is the measured side-to-side extrapolation length. A front-rear A of 1.03
inches was used in all cases.

Preliminary buckling values have been determined for one lattice using tube-in-
tube fuel elements and one lattice using the 2.5 x 1.6 I g E fuel elements. The
results are shown in Table II.

TABLE II
Fuel Lattice Buckiing Volume Ratios
Element Spacing (10 cm'az Al/U H~0/U Cc/U
2.5 x 2.0 7 3/16 ary -292% 1493 - 14.85
with 1.66x1.1 _
2.5x1.6 1 akE 8 3/8 wet -70 373 1.201 21.47

* To be remeasured because of poor fit.

The preliminary buckling values are based on an estimated side extrapolation
length of 1.66 inches. Final bucklings will be reported after analysis of
horizontal traverse data.

Horizontal Traverses have been taken using the shutter method with a bare counter
and a cadmium covered counter. The results of these traverses are shown in
Table III.

TABLE III
Fuel Lattice Ar(side)
Element Spacing !in! Counter
1.92 solid 10 3/8 dry 1.7 £ 0.1 Cadmium covered
1.92 solid 10 3/8 ary 1.5 £ 0.1 ~ Bare

12368494
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PCTR Measurements of lattice Parameters of Large Diameter Fuel Elements

The preparation of equipment fcr the 2.5 x 2.0, 1.66 x 1.12 tube-in~tube experi-
ment is essentially completed. The foils for the water annuli remain to be made.

™o of the foil holders for the p measurement must be cadmium covered. Two
"doughnuts" of cadmium end two flat strips are necessary to cover each foill
holder. Preliminary tests indicate that this method will be satisfactory.

Automatic Counter - Sample Changer

The final design drawings of the details of the components of the Automatic
Counter are 50% ccmplete. Preliminary estimates of the cost of fabrication and
assembly have been set at $20,000 with an additional $1,000 for final design.
These estimates are based upon a project cost estimate.

Tentative arrangements for the start of fabrication have been made with Mr.
Lucas of the HLO Technical Shops. The schedule is as follows:

a) Technical Shops will estimate the costs of fabrication and assembly by
December 15, 1959.

b) A revised appropriate request will be prepared, based upon their estimate.
Approval is expected about January 1, 1960.

¢) Fabrication will be started after January 1, 1960.
d) Completion is expected by June 30, 1960.

Automatic PCTR Data Recording System

A call for bids on the proposed system has gone out to prospective vendors.
The bids will be opened December 7, 1959.

Instrumentation and Systems Studies

All design-development work is completed for a prototype, linear, four-decade,
scintillation beta-gamme area monitor. All materials have been ordered and
fabrication will start when the materials are received. Fabrication is con-
tinuing on a prototype, logarithmic, three-decade, scintillation beta-gamma
ares monitor. A scintillation detector light-pipe combination was developed
for use with the prototype transistorized beta-gamma air monitor for the 105-N
Building. The new detector head features excellent shielding, sensitivity, and
replaceability.

The detailed fast and slow-scan mechanical design for the NPR Fuel Element Rup-
ture Monitor prototype is about five percent completed. Specifications and draw-
ings are completed for a slip-ring assembly to be used for prototype test work.
Fabrication is almost complete for a simulator for a chopped gamma signal source.
Testing of the preliminary circuits will proceed when the source is completed.

Some survey work was done on the detailed simulation of the dynamics of the
NPR heat exchangers. It appears that the amount of non-linear equipment (func~
«thom menexators and milidipliers) now available on the GEDA will be insufficient
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to handle the problem in its present form. Further work is required in order to
determine whether the problem can be handled prior to the arrival of additional
computer equipment.

Mechanism of Graphite Damage

A liquid helium cryostat for electron irradiation of graphite was obtained from
the Physical Metallurgy Operation. It was originally built for use with uranium
but can be adapted for graphite at a considerable saving.

STUDIES RELATED TO THE SEPARATIONS PLANTS

Plutonium Critical Mass Facility

The construction phase of the Plutonium Critical Mass Facility is proceeding
almost on schedule (perhaps a few percent behind). The interior comstruction

of the control building is now near completion; there is some indication, however,
that a delay of several months may be encountered in the delivery of the control
panel and associated instrumentation.

Service equipment is being installed in the service room of the service build-
ing. This includes the air conditioning and heating system, chilled water refrig-
eration, air compressors and necessary plumbing.

On November 24 the remaining two concrete walls of the reactor room were poured,
leaving the ceiling slab and emplacement of the large shielding door to the
reactor room to be completed.

In order to verify the suitability of the proposed design of the safety rod
system for the initial reactor assemblies, a study was made of the safety rod
support electromagnet mockup; the preliminary results indicate that no diffi-
culty will be encountered in using the 40O series stainless steels for electro-
megnet frames. The L4OO series stainless steels are highly magnetic and present
no problem in obtaining sufficient holding force. The chief noticeable difference
over soft steel, which would ordinarily be used, is a quite high hysteresis
behavior.

Measurements of the release time between current cutoff and rod release indicate
that there should be no great problem with respect to the speed of scram action.
The release time is very dependent on the supported weight, air gap between
pole faces and armature (head of safety rod), and current excess over the mini-
mm holding current. However, for an intermediate air gap (~ 0.005 inch) and
currents of about 30 percent over the very minimum holding current, the pre-
liminary measurements give release times of the order of 20 milliseconds. The
accumulated delays due to other causes (relay actuating time, rod travel time,
etc.) are expected to be somewhat longer than this.

Measurements are continuing in an effort to establish the optimm operating con-
ditions for reliable and fast safety rod action.

12398Qb
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Critical Hazards Specifications

NPF Fuels Processing

Discussions were held with relevant personnel from CPD and HLO who are con-
cerned with the design of process equipment for the reprocessing of power
reactor fuels. This included personnel from CPD, Research and Engineering
Operation, and Facilities Engineering Operation, and in HIL.O, Chemical Develop-
ment Operation.

The criticality aspects of some proposed designs were discussed in general,
and the problems of designing equipment which is both "nuclearly safe" and at
the same time economically and operationally feasible were discussed.

Calculations are proceeding for comparing theoretic bucklings and critical masses
with experiments for enrichments in the range of 3 percent in an effort to evaluate
safe dimensions of dissolver and process equipment for heterogeneous systems of
metal and/or UOp rods with enrichments up to 5 percent.

NPR Fuels Handling

On November 25, a meeting was attended to discuss the approval of scoped NPR
casks and cask cars. Tentative CPD approval has been given to the scoped NPR
cask and cask car, subJect to criticality tests using NPR type fuel elements.
Critical Mass Physics will conduct exponential and/or critical approach experi-
ments when a sufficlient number of these fuel elements are available.

Criticelity Studies in Support of Processing Power Reactor Fuels

Critical mass studies were continued with the 3 percent enriched uranium rele-
vant to the reprocessing of power reactor fuels. The measurements included
critical approach experiments with heterogeneous systems and exponential experi-
ments with homogeneous systems.

Experiments with Heterogeneous Systems

The experiments with the heterogeneous systems yielded information on the
critical mass, material buckling, extrapolation length, and shape factors for
the water moderated and reflected assemblies. Critical approach experiments
were made with one circular cylinder, three elliptic cylinders, and two rec-
tangular parallelopipeds. The purposes of the experiments were: 1) To
determine the effect of an irregular outer boundary variation on the measured
critical mass, 2) to obtain data on “shape factors" for the interconversion of
critical cylinders to other geometries, 3) to obtain information on the effect
of geometry on the extrapolation distance, 4) to examine the feasibility of
more accurately determining the "effective" radius of the extrapolated criti-
cel cylinder by introducing a shape deformation which is then successively
decreased and put to zero, 5) to compare theoretical buckling formulations with
experiments.

The uranium rods which were used in these experiments were 23.5 inches in length
and 0.175 inch in diameter; the uranium enrichment was 3.063 percent. These
rods were encased in 9 .025-inch wall lucite tubes and were arranged in a 0.5

1239891 [;'ff,t“*;m

L
=

LN
Lo -
—_———

[l W 4
- v
..




A 5%332 Nid
o PSS

B-8 HW-62899
inch trinaguler lattice; the resulting HEO/U volume ratio was 8.0. The reactor
assemblies were both water moderated and fully water reflected.

The results of these measurements are shown in the following table:

CRITICAL MASS AND BUCKLING

For 3.063 Percent U-235; 0.175-inch Diameter Rods
Positioned in 0.5-inch Triengular Lattlce

Elliptic Cylinders

Criticel Dimensions Criticel No. of Critical Mess Jeterial
Eccentricity of Semi-Mzjor and 23.5-inch Rods in of Uranium Buckling

of Ellipse Semi-Minor Axis Elliptic Cylinder (1bs) (}O‘6cm‘2
& ®
0 (circular R =15.88 cm 567.3 + 1 219.0 £ 0.4 13,412
cylinder)
0.212 16.07 cm 15.71 cm 568.2 + 1.5 219.3 = 0.6 13,315
0.465 16.92 ecm 14.98 cm 570.3 ¢ 2.5 220.1 & 1.0 13,041
0.647 18.34 cm 13.99 cm 577.2 + 1.5 222.8 + 0.6 12,941

Rectangular Parallelopipeds

Critical Wo. of
23.5-inch Rods in Critical Mass Material

Critical Dimensions Rectangular of Uranium Buckling*
of Rectangle (cm) Parallelopiped (1bs) (10-6cm-gl
& .-
28.09 29.22 587.7 £ 0.6 226.9 ¢ 0.2 13,250
25.30 33.00 . 597.7 £ 1.5 230.7 £ 0.6 13,262

* The extrapolation length was taken to be 6.5 cm for these calculations.

These measurements may be the first of their kind in elliptic cylinders. The
variation in the critical mass with reactor shape for the above-reflected systems
is small, giving "shape factors" near unity (the ratio of the critical mass of
the circular cylinder to that in the other geometries is = about 0.95 in the
above cases).

The buckling which was previously determined for the cylindrical case was
13,382 1B. Because a different loading technique was used in these measure-
ments, the cylinder was rerun using the new technique. The difference in buck-
ling of the two rectangular cases is seen to be smaller than that between the
two cylindrical cases. :

1239893
—-—



S—— B-9 AW-62899

The calculated bucklings from the elliptic cylinders show a decrease with
increesing eccentricity of the ellipse. Since the material buckling of each
loading must be very nearly a constant, these differences can be attributed
to & change in the extrapclation length; this change could be caused by the
differences in reactor curvature, shape, etc. The variation in A\ which is re-
quired to give bucklings from the elliptic cylinders equal to that of the cir
cular cylinder is shown below: ’

Eccentricity A
0 6.5 cm (assuming this value for the
cylinder)
0.212 6.4 cm
0.L465 6.14 cm
0.647 5.9 cm

It is doubtful, however, that such fine distinctions can be drawn and further
analysis of the results is planned.

Experiments with Homogeneous Systems

Exponential experiments were continued with the 3 percent enriched U03-poly-
ethylene systems. These experiments were conducted with homogeneous Mmixtures of
3 percent enriched UO3 and polyethylene contained in a lucite tank twelve inches
in diameter and 32 inches in height. Measurements have now been completed at
nominal H/U atomic ratios of 6, 12, 18, and 26. The results of these measure-
ments are shown in the following table:

BUCKLING OF 3 PERCENT ENRICHED
U0z -POLYETHYLENE MODERATED SYSTEMS

B/U Total Density U0z Density A Buckling
(atomic ratio) (gn/cnd) (gm/cm52 (cm) K;O’scm'a)
6.1 1.54 1.33 9.5 £ 1.0 5640
11.9 1.46 1.12 " 4518
18.2 1.28 0.89 " 3876%
26.5 1.20 0.73% " 2675

* This value was measured in the previous month.

These values are preliminary in that the extrapolation length (9.5 + 1.0 cm)
is a preliminary value measured at an H/U atomic ratio of 18. A horizontal
traverse measurement has been made for determining the extrapolation length at
an H/U atomic ratio of 12, and these data are now being analyzed.
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Since the maximum buckling has nct been obtained (the buckling is still increas-
ing at an /U ratio of 6) a further measuremernt of the buckling is planned for
an H/U ratio of L.

Theoretical Critical Mass Studies

The reactor kinetics prcgram and its associated subroutines are still being
debugged. A test case possessing an analytical sclution is being prepared for
a check of the entire program.

Two simple subroutines have been written to calculate material and geometrical
parameters for small, bare, homogenecus reactors. The material parameter sub-
routine calculates f, kg, and T pp for a solution of specified fuel-to-moderator
ratio and critical buckling. The geometrical parameter subroutine calculates
kopp and geometrical buckling for a material with given parameters in a speci-
fgeg geometry. These subrcutines may be used independently or in association
with other programs. TFor example, they are being combined with a covering pro-
gram to calculate the leakage of fast and thermal neutrons from a bare, homo-
geneous subcritical system. This program will be used to check hand calculations
done some months ago.

Relative to critical mass calculations for Pu systems, a test problem for the

Cz code has been run on the 709 Computer using the data tepe compiled this month.
Tge exact worth of the results has not been fully determined, but some changes
will be required in the code fecr better utilization.

Mess Spectrometry

No customer service was requested for isotopic analysls with this mass spectro-
meter during the month. The instrumentation of this spectrometer was used to
study and improve the reliability of the ion pulse counting systems of the mass
spectrometers. The electrometer-Brown recorder components of the ion current
measuring system were calibrated for linearity of response to input DC current.

NEUTRON CROSS SECTION PROGRAM

Slow Neutron Scattering Cross Sections

Growth of Single Metal Crystals

One additional aluminum crystal was grown bringing the total to seven crystal
ingots of the size previously reported. The furnace was modified and used to
grow a lead crystal two inches in diameter by eight inches long. A single melt
produced an ingot with a large amount of lineage structure. A seécond melt with
a larger temperature gradient and slower growth rate yielded an ingot with a
great reduction in lineage structure as determined optically.

Studies of Monochromating Crystals

Crystal reflectivity measurements were carried out on three uncut aluminum
ingots for neutrons of energy 0.084 ev. A comprehensive set of measurements

was made on the first crystal and survey measurements on the other two as
indicated by the more complete studies. None of the three crystals investigated
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are particularly useful as neutron monochromators in their present ingot form.
The possibility of improved reflection characteristics because of altered
geometrical form or induced perturbations of the crystal structure remains to
be investigated.

Slow Neutron Fission Cross Sections

A very light deposit of the 96 percent Puahl sample was prepared by electro-
deposition by Analytical Laboratories in hopes of obtaining a more uniform
areal density for ebsolute fission cross section measurements. A fission scan
was made of the areal density of the foil using a 1/8 inch diameter neutron
beam. The observed extreme variation in density across the deposited surface
was a factor of our which precludes the use of this sample for absolute measure-
ments.

Fast Neutron Spectra

Measurements were made on the time-of-flight spectrum of Be(d,n) neutrons

using the positive ion Van de Graaff accelerator. Ten working days were spent
on the Van De Graaff, seven of which were spent on mechanical realignment of the
Van de Grafff and focusing adjustments of the ion beam. In order to facilitate
future alignment the accelerator and magnet were placed on a definite baseline
established by the fiducial marks found on the building walls. This required a
gross movement of the rear supports of the accelerator and a 1/2 inch movement
and 1/2 degree rotation of the analyzing magnet. The + 25 degree beam tube was
straightened and the magnet shims readjusted to obtain the best focus.

The smallest vertical beam width obtained was sbout 2 mm or about twice that
which should reasonably be expected. The voltage regulation system of the Van
de Graaff was determined to be faulty causing the beam to continuously impinge
upon one of the regulating electrodes rather than pass through the middle of
the regulation slit. The regulator was also unable to suppress the energy
variations of the accelerator which caused a horizontal sweeping of the beam
with an amplitude of several millimeters at a frequency of several cycles per
gsecond. The ion beam also flashed completely out of focus every few seconds.

The mechenicel alignment that was achieved was Jjudged to be satisfactory since
the position and focus of the beam were the same for protons, molecular hydro-
gen, and deuterons.

The best working resolution obtained was about 2.2x10‘9 seconds compared with
previous work at 1.5x107 seconds. A fairly detailed study was made of the
Be(d,n) neutron spectra at an angle of 20 degrees for 1.85 Mev deuterons. A
crude angular distribution was also obtained. At angles greater than 40 degrees
a large synchronous background was observed which could be identified as origi-
nating from the horizontal steering plates which were irradiated because of

the horizontal spread of the beam. It was also discovered that the resclution
could not be improved by using & higher beam sweeping voltage becasuse the slits
were not properly shaped to stop the beam and the resulting deuterons striking
the tube wall produced a large background.

Several new pleces of beam tubte and components are being fabricated to attempt
to reduce some of the deleterious effects discovered in these measurements.

f:
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PCTR experiments on the 1.8 w/o Pu-Al 19-rod clusters in a 10 1/2 inch square
graphite lattice with air coolant were completed on November 24. Approximately
five shift-weeks were required tc gather the data. Analysis of the data is
underway.

Difficulty arose in making reactivity measurements due to the presence of self-
generated neutrons in the Pu-Al fuel. These neutrons were the result of an
(o,n) resction in the slumirum matrix (~90%), and spontaneous fission in the
plutonium (~10%). The total source from these reactions has been calculated
to be ~ 6 x 10° n/secs from the nine cluster array (~3900 gms Pu). The diffi-
culty was cvercome by going to a higher power level while measuring rising pile
periods (27 watts peak). ,

An approach-to-critical wes made when the nine clusters in the core were un-
poisoned. Two enriched BF; tubes, located on either side of the central cluster,
and the PCTR channel 1 fisgion chamber were used to monitor suberitical multi-
plication. The reactcr was made critical with twelve drivers, located symmetri-
cally on a 60 cm radius from the core axis.

No contamination problems from the plutonium fuel were encountered during the
experiments.

Lattice Parameters for High Exposure Plutonium

Word has been received that the 20% Pu-2L0 material from Oak Ridge will not be
available. The Division of Military Applications has exercised a prior claim
and teken over the 1.2 kilogram lot that was being shipped to Hanford for PCTR
experiments. This action has forced suspension of preparatory work by Plutonium
Metallurgy. It may be possible to use some lower exposure material that is
available on plant. This alternative is being asctively explored.

Irradistion of the MTR Pu-Al elements is continuing in the ETR toward the U40%
Pu-240 goal.

Reactor Theory

The inhomogeneous.linear equations arising in reactor physics can be written
in the form

¢=K¢+f

where f is the external source and K(x,x'), the kernel of the integral operator
K which describes the system, can be interpreted as the probability of finding
the system at x after an interaction at x'. By defining the moments of the
adjoint kernel by

i = [ K @0,
1239902
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the integral equation can be written as the infinite-order differential equation

o) - 5 ' ()d TORECR

n=0 D¢
Terminating the summation at some finite index N leads to a class of moment
approximations. Since the kernel of the integral equation, which depends on two
independent variables, has been replaced by & small number of moments deperding
on a single variable, the amount of information in the system equation, and
therefore its computational complexity, has been substantially reduced. Since
the first two moments describe the average distance in phase space which the
system has traversed since its last interaction and the dispersion about that
distance, a second order differential equation should give a reasonably accurate
description of most systems.

These considerations were applied to the diffusion of monoenergetic neutroms,
assuming isotropic scattering. The second moment approximation to the Milne
equation leads to diffusion theory; however, there is a small correction to the
diffusion length when absorption is large, and external neutron sources are
replaced by their first collision distributions. For the case of neutron modera-
tion by elastic scattering in an infinite medium, the first and second moment
approximations to the integral balance equation result in age theory and the
Greuling-Goertzel equation, respectively. In view of the physical significance
of the second moment, the Greuling-Goertzel theory should describe the slowing
down of neutrons through strong resonances much more accurately than age theory;
this is consistent with some unpublished numerical results obtained at ANP.

PRTR Startup Experiments

Meetings with the Physics Startup Committee have continued through the month.
A general outline of all the experiments and the time necessary for their comple-
tion were discussed.

In addition planning for the subcritical experiments was begun. These experi-
ments can be divided into five types which utilize a total of seven different
loadings. The five types comprise an all UOo exponential loading, a two-zone,
two three-zone, a quasi-uniform, and two all Pu-Al approach-to-critical loadings.

The two zone loading will bhave a core of approximately 61 UOp elements surrounded
by Pu-Al elements. For the three zone experiments 18 Pu-Al elements will be
loaded in the form of a ring. This ring will surround, as well as be surrcunded
by, UOp elements. For one loading the ring will have a smaller radius of 20
inches and a larger radius of 26 inches. The second three zone loading will con-
tain a ring which has a smaller radius of 26 inches and a larger radius of 31
inches. It is being planned that in the quasi-uniform loading every other fuel
element will be a Pu-Al element. The all Pu-Al loading will be made with both an
8- and a 16-inch lattice spacing.

For all the loadings, measurements will be made for the reactor full of modera-

tor. In addition measurements will be made with the height of the moderator at

1/2 and 3/4 of the full height for all the loadings except the all U0z and all
Pu-Al ones. .
7
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The Critical Facility of the PRP

A typical procedure to be followed in the use of the Critical Facility was out-
lined for the purpose of indicating the degree of operability desired. This
operating procedure was incorporated in the Design Criteria document. A rough
draft of the Design Criteria has been prepared and distributed for comments.

Instrumentation and Systems Studies

Acceptance tests were completed on 100 of 150 total photomultipliers for the
PRTR Fuel Element Rupture Monitor. The rejection rate is running about 20 to
25 percent. Simultaneous' acceptance work for the detector crystals (NaIl) has
shown a rather large rejection rate due to internal moisture and glass-crystal
separation.

Further investigation continued on neutron/gemma discrimination by scintilla-
tion pulse shape. For a stilbene phosphor, the total area under the decay curve
for a neutron-induced scintillation is roughly ten percent greater than for a
gamma-~induced scintillation of the same initial height. The difference is due
to at least two additional or enhanced longer phosphorescent decay components
with decay times of about 0.3 and 5 microseconds. It has been shown that the
circuits built by earlier investigators to utilize this phenomenon give mislead-
ing results. This is due to the use of crystal dlodes to stretch the unampli-
fied pulses directly from the photomultiplier. As a result small pulses from
low energy gammas Or low energy neutron events would be cut off while the upper
part of high-energy neutron pulses would be passed. The result is that the
pulse shape discrimination appears nearly perfect; however, the &ffective energy
blas is several Mev different than intended or than was reported by earlier
investigators. Fresh attempts are being made to design a proper and useable
circuit.

A supplemental work order was recelved which permitted work to begin on the
fabrication of the profilometer. Most of the work is being done in offsite
shops. This unit is Qesigned to provide diameter and warp measurements of PRTR
fuel elements as well as permit surface examination at 5X magnification. All
optical components have been received. Some work remains to be done in specify-
. ing control cables and mounting of some small motors.

Lenses for the Wide Angle Viewer have not been received. The SimbsonAOPtical
Company was to bave completed fabrication of these several weeks ago but has
been on strike since October 10.

The PRTR controller was received in the analog lab on 11/19/59 and is being
wired to the computer. Simulation of the PRTR is being programmed on the GEDA
computer. '

GAS COOLED REACTOR PROGRAM

Lattlice Parameter Measurements

Preliminary results have now been obtained for the contreol rod experiment. A
four by four array of seven rod cluster fuel channels with a parallel boron car-
bide control rod in the center of the entire assembly has a k, of 0.9945. This
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number was calculated from poisoned and unpcisoned thermel utilizations for the
super cell. Now kX = 1.1468 without the control rod in place; so the control rod
worth in the four by four matrix is Ak, = -0.1523.

The k, for the four by four array with the control rod has been extrapolated to a
value of k, for a three by three array, also with control rod, by two different
calculational schemes described below.

In the first method, one assumes that the perturbation caused by the control rod
has diminished sufficiently in the exterior region enclosing the three by three
that k, = 1.1468 for the exterior region. One then obtains k, = 0.8766 for the
interlor by a volume weighted calculaticn, so that Ak, = -0.270.

The second calculation utilizes only the absorptions occurring within the three
by. three matrix, and assumes that the worth of copper poison within the interior
three by three region is identical to the worth in the exterior region. The re-
sult for this case is k, = 0.8755, which agrees well with the result from the -
first method. The control rod worth as cslculated here is -0.271.

An error analysis of the experiment has not yet been performed.
Estimates have been made on the shop work needed to fabricate some special core
blocks for the additional measurements for the EGCR. A work order has been writ-

ten to cover these costs.

Variation of the Doppler Coefficient with S/M Ratio

The IBM-T0S program for computing surface and volume average temperatures for
a finite cylinder has been tested and run successfully. It is now considered
ready for use.

Rod Replacement Analysis

The calculation of the change in ke upon insertion of one control rod per nine
fuel elements in the GCR lattice has been made. This calculation was based
on a two-group, small source theory formulation ‘in which non-uniformity of the
slowing down density into the epithermal group was neglected and the U-238
resonances were lumped into a single equivalent resonance. The results are

& - .31.3¢ and & = 47.7 % which combine to give a M = 26¢%.
f ) _Tk:
NONIESTRUCTIVE TESTING RESEARCH

The basic design of the broadband eddy current instrument for use in measuring
zirconium Jjacket thickness and alir gap thickness in an unbonded fuel element

is about 75 percent complete. The instrument will consists of (1) a sawtooth
generator to supply excitation to (2) a small test probe, (3) an sdjustable
broadband balance circuit, (4) a main amplifier furnishing broadband signals
to (5) a zirconium thickness channel and (€) an air gap thickness channel,

and (7) an automatic gain control circuit for minimizing the effects of changes
in coupling between probe and fuel element surface.
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A

Operation of an assemblage of laboratory equipment is giving promising results
although the tests regarding interaction between the Jacket thickness and air
gap thickness readings are not complete. The amount of compensation required,
if any, between these channels in addition to that already designed into the
readout channels has not been determined. Air gap channel sensitivity has been
obtained which gives cne-fifth full scale output meter deflection for & one mil
change in air gap thickness at normal jacket thickness., Additional measure-
ments are now to be made to determine circuit stability and whether additional
inter-channel compensation is required. Additional compensation is believed to
be necessary and the method of handling it is of the essence in the solution
of the general broadband readout problem.

The instrument design being evolved will be applicable to a wide range of eddy
current test problems. Plug-in type construction can be used and additional
channels can be added readily. Maximum use is made of resistance-capacitance
filters, eliminating the need for specially designed, bulky inductance-~capaci-
tance filters.

TEST REACTOR OPERATIONS

Operation of the PCTR continued routinely during the month. There were eight
unscheduled shutdowns; five were due to electronic failure and three were due to
faulty bypassing technique.

The PRP low 240, 19 rod clusters, 10-1/2 inch lattice, k, and f determination
experiment was completed during the month.

A one and one-half inch hole was drilled through the north face of the reactor
to permit extension of neutron traverse measurements through the reflector.

Mechanicel stops were installed to limit the face motion and thus provide a

more reproducible reactor face closed position. The moving face tracks were
also realigned. Preliminary tests indicate that reactivity measurement re-

producibility has been improved.

The speed of the control rods was approximately doubled. Thie improves reactor
control by decreasing the time of setting control rods prior to period measure-
ment. The maximm rate of reactivity addition is still less than half that
allowed by the operating standards.

Critical Mass and Neutron Temperature experiments shared the TTR reactor time
about equally.

There were no unscheduled shutdowns during the month.

BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE - 6000 PROGRAM

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Atmospheric Physics

A planning conference, for the delineation of tasks and establishment of format
and content of the general report on the past sumer's dispersion experiment,
was held with AF CRC personnel on November 3-5, 1959. A three-volume Geophysics
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Research paper, published by the Air Force, but with credit lines for Gereral
Electric Company and the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, was agreed upon. Assign-
ments for chapter authorships were agreed to. These were made on the basis of
responsibility for various phases of the work.

Reduction of the dispersion data was greatly facilitated by the development of
a new rapid assay technique by Anelytical Chemistry Operation. This system
involves the use of the phosphorescent property of ZnS and is capable of pre-
cise calibration. The method also permits correction for dust loads on the
sampling filters, a prime requisite in the analysis of Project Green Glow data.

A first approximation of the dispersion data for each sampling point was obtained
by combined use of the chemical method and the assay made using the counter devel-
oped by Instrument Research and Develcpment. These results, using an elght-class
dust correction determined by a visual assessment of the dust loading, were precise
to within about +20% of the correct value for ZnS loading. More precise analyses
are required and are being sought through the chemical system. This first approxi-
pation was required by December 11, 1959, by the Air Force for an operational
problem, a deadline which was imposed on November 5. The results of this first
analysis were delivered to the Air Force on December 7. (This deadline could

not have been met without the wholehearted cooperation of Analytical Chemistry
personnel. )

DOSIMETRY

It was found that Zn65 in oysters maey possibly have been responsible for many
of the higher body burdens that have been found in people. A subject who had
previously been observed to have a Zn65 body burden higher than average was
counted again and found to have an increased burden. Conversation revealed
that he had had a geal of oyster stew a day before the last measurement. 1In a
recent paper on 2Zn®5 (Science 130 1252-1256 (1959)) oysters (Atlantic Coast)
were reported to contain much more Zn 5 than other foods. Fortunately the sub-
Ject still had two cans of the oysters he had eaten. These were counted and
found to cortain 2 x 10-2 uc of Zn' 5. The average specific activity of the
oysters was 4 x 10-5 uc/gm or about 200 times that of the oysters in the above
reference. The oysters were bought at a Richland store, but their source was
not identified other than that they were labeled as Pacific oysters. As a -
result of these findings Analytical Chemistry Operation examined a variety of
sea foods from local stores. They confirmed the activity of the oysters found
above. Another brand of Pacific oysters had about one-fourth as great a specific
activity. About one-half the foods had a specific activity similar to those
found on the Atlantic Coast. A brief attempt to measure the Zn > retention of
a subject who ate contaminated oysters was unsuccessful because in the test
period the subject eliminated more Zn65 than he acquired from the oysters.

Encugh dats has now accumilated on 2065 for employees working in the 100 Areas
to indicate significantly different burdens than in the rest of the people
studied. On the average 100 Area employeee contaln 70% more Zn65 than the
others.

Data obtained at Argonne were used to show that there is an uncertainty of
about 0.2 muc in our Zn65 measurements due to individual variations in the
corrections that must be made for .
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About cne-half of the difference between our potassium results and those of Los
Alamos was eliminated by omitting data obtained with the plastic phantom in our
potassium calibrations. The evidence indicates that the potassium in the body
is less uniformly distributed than the potassium in the phantom.

X-ray calibrations were completed for the subject examined for americium and
plutonium last month. The result was about twice as much plutonium as estimated
last month from the amount of americium.

The discrepancy reported two months ago in Naeu measurements in connection with
neutron exposures of the B%gstic phantom was eliminated by obtaining a cali-
brated point source of Na<™ and measuring it both as the point source and when
dissolved in a gallon of water. Basically, however, a dlscrepancy still remains.
Measurements of the activity of the point source were 50% off from the calibra-
tion value.

On November 16, the Shielded Personnel Monitoring Station was closed to permit
installation of a 1/8-inch lead lining on the interior wells of the iron room.
Work is still in progress.

The positive ion Van de Graaff operated satisfactorily during the month. The
accelerator was realigned using a new optical system. Alterations to the cir-
cular track system were completed to permit use of quite heavy counters. Equip-
ment was Installed that pexrmits automatic background subtraction when using
accelerator neutrons. Fabrication was completed of a new beam current integra-
tor and automatic controller. A lucite-zinc sulphite scintillator wes used suc-
cessfully as a monitor in the time-of-flight system.

Solutions to practical problems in neutron dosimetry are being sought through
cooperative work on several problems both under laboratory and under field con-
ditions. The performance of the double moderator neutron dosimeter was evaluated
in a particular location in a reactor area.

Development of the precision long coumter proceeded with measurement of the
effects of placement of the counter and the calibration source on reproduci-
bility of counting. Neutron film exposed to our plutonium fluoride neutron
source for the United States Naval Radioclogical Defense laboratory were evaluated
and the results communicated to us. The average neutron energy determined from
these films 1s in fair agreement with our experimental value determined with the
double moderator.

A standard Co6° source was received on loan from the National Bureau of Stan-
dards. It is planned to compare this source (with our own Co®O source) and also
with the absolute calibration of our gamma ray calorimeter.

INSTRUMENTATION

After nine months of continuous satisfactory use in the 329 Building, the scin-
tillation transistorized, combined alpha-betea-gemma hand and shoe counter has
been assigned to the Calibrations Operation so that complete plant as-built draw-
ings can be prepared.

1239408
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Complete tramnsistorized circultry is being develcped and fabricated for an
experimental alphs air monitor using coincidence counting techniques to
eliminate radon-thoron background counting effects. Previous tests with the
seme scintillation detector and vacuum-tube circuitry showed that the instru-
ment will alarm on 10 MPC of Pu239 in 25 minutes with no false alarms due

to background fluctuations.

Further work was completed on miniature scintillation detector light-pipe
combinations for Biology research. The probes (one-eighth inch diameter by
four inches long) were used gith vario singl radiﬁisoto solytions such
as Cg 7, 1 31 Sr90-Y9O , Zn 5, and RulOb.
Relationships between coant rete and dose rate were established for
liquid solutions of the above isotopes. Anthracene was used as the detector.

Another experimental detector light pipe of one-eighth-inch diameter by
four inches long was used for low-level Pu239 detection in solution (two normal
HNOz). A relationship was established between count rate and relative concen-
trafion of Pu239 in millimicrocuries per milliliter. The background count rate
was only 0.05 ¢/m. With the probe inserted in a two milliliter solution of 1.28
millimicrocuries of Pu239 per ml, a count rate of 1.3 c/m was obtained. Using
a scaler, one millimjcrocurie of Pu 239 per milliliter of solution can be easily
detected. The counting efficiency can be improved by using a thinner mylar
outer cover (for decontamination ease) over the probe tip. The present probe
uses 0.25 mil clear mylar over the standard light shield of 0.9 mg/cm@ double-
aluminum-coated mylar.

Experimental work continued on alarm circuits and devices for the personally-
carried personnel alarming dosimeters. Work centered about the use of a quartz
fiber electrostatic relay for the alarm activator.

Fabrication work continues on several experimental alpha-detecting scintilla-
tion probes with effective areas of two by four inches. Work has started on
the design of a similar probe of a two by seven inch size. None of the probes
has any increase in background counting in a five r/hr Ra gamma field. Pu239
detecting geometry is better than 10 percent and is uniform over the complete
probe face.

A method of eliminating a battery supply for a transitorized emitter follower
was investigated and proved satisfactory. The emitter-follower impedance match-
ing circuit is used with a phototube scintilletion detector and can drive 1,000
feet of shleld cable with ease. No battery supply with--or power cable to--
the detector head are necessary. The emitter follower drives power for opera-
tion from the high voltage applied to the phototube via the single long cable.
Either positive or negative high voltage can be used as desired. The output
pulse signal 1s transmitted over the same cable as used for high voltage input
to the detector. Such a detecting unit should be able to operate for long
periods with no maintenance. Pulse-height analysis results, using the system,
were quite satisfactory.

A slip-ring assembly was designed to be used witk the long, ceble-supported
G-M instrument. G8everal hundred feet of cable are used between the portable
G-M instrument and the G-M tube. The slip-rings are used to prevent cable
tangling. The unit will be used for gross gamma count work in 200-Area wells.
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A holding-support mechanism was designed focr the large Nal crystal and multiple
phototube assembly for the Biclogy Operation total-body monitor.

A five microcurie Bal33 scurce was given to Biology to permit setup of the I131
Hog Thyroid Monitor. The use of this relatively long-lived (in relation to

the previously used I131l check sources) isotope will permit ease of setup and
adjustment of the monitor. The photopeak energies and, consequently, pulse
heights for Bal33 and 1231 are close enough for the accuracies required.

The experimental, completely transistorized Aural Scintillation Transistorized
Alpha-Beta-Gama Monitor was completed. The unit, operating from 110 VAC mains,
uses a single combinatior scintillation probe and has both a count-rate meter
and loudspeaker indication. Some inveﬁﬁigative work was done to develop a scin-
tillation detector to have a better Cl% response. Various solutions using zinc
sulfide, terphenyl, anthracene, toluene, and polystyrene adhesive were tried.
The solution can be painted onto the phototube face or on a light pipe. After
& short drying time, the detecting materisl adheres very well to the tube face
or pipe. TFurther tests will be conducted.

The text of the Radlo Telemetering Network data station instrument manual was
completed and will be forwarded to duplicating along with the finished circuit
diagrams. The changing of fifteen data stations to different locations was also
completed.

Further investigation into the robot monlitor odometer indicates the desirability

of placing the motion computing elements at the stationary location and of tele-
metering the twrning and speed data directly from the moving robot.

WASHINGTON DESIGNATED PROGRAM

The mass spectrometer was operated for 16 of the 19 working days of November
providing isotopic analyses for this program with a high operating efficiency.

Two operating days were lost because of the maintenance required following an
outage of the bullding water system.

The electrometerJBrown recorder components of the ion current measuring system
of the mass spectrometer were checked for linearity of response to changes in
DC input current. The systems were found to be linear to within about 0.2 per-
cent for all but the two lowest ranges where the precision of measurement was
limited to about one percent. The accuracy of isotopic ratio measurements is
therefore not significantly limited by nonlinearity in these components.

CUSTOMER WORK

Weather Forecasting and Meteorology Service

Type of Forecast . Number Made : % Reliability
8-Hour Production 90 84.8
24-Hour General 60 82.3
Special 115 90. 4
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November temperatures averaged 3.5 degrees below normael. A notable feature of
the temperatures was the extremely high variation from a low of & on the 13th to
a high of 70 on the 23rd. Daily depertures varied from 23 degrees below normal
to 24 degrees above. On 15 days, the departure was 10 degrees or more and, on
11 of these days, the departure was negative.

Precipitation totaled 0.4l inch, which was less than half the normal amount for
November.

Instrumentation

Specifications for the mechanical conveyor portion of the Laundry Monitor were
drawn and written and are being sent out for bids.

Fabrication was completed on an instrument for the Biology Operation for measur-
ing respiratory activity of animals. The unit measures the rate of air displace-
ment and the air vclume displaced. Volume changes as low as 0.03 cc can be
detected. The unit will be delivered when the recorder is obtained.

The followlng fabrication work is being done, presently, in the 328 Building
Electronics Fabrication Shop:

1. Work is nearing completion on 12 scintillation, gamma, criticality or inci-
dent alarm units. All operate from 110 VAC mains and will be installed in
various 300-Area buildings.

2. Fabrication was completed on one G~M tube detector, transistorized circuitry,
alarming monitor of 110 VAC~operation type. The unit, plus two more, will
be used at Redox. Alarm levels (gamma) of about 0.1 to 5.0 mr/hr will be
available. Calibration and debugging tests are proceeding.

3. Two final model, portable, scintillation, transistorized gama-energy
analysers were completed and will be debugged and calibrated. The Calibra-
tions Operation ordered these two units.

4, TFabrication continued on three experimental, non-beta-gamma sensitive,
scintillation alpha probes of the latest type. Effective probe area is
eight square inches (two inches by four inches).

Advice was rendered to electronic maintenance personnel at Redox concerning the
Redox Gas Effluent Stack Monitor. The instrument has been turned over to the
Redox personnel for general maintenance after about one year of completely satis-
factory service.

Advice was rendered to the 300-Area Portable Radiological Instrument Maintenance
Shop concerning conversion of 15 obsolete, vacuum-tube, BFxz tube portable instru-
ments to proven-circultry, completely transistorized modelS using the standardized
transistor amplifier count-rate meter and high-voltage supply circuits. Two
prototype transistorized models have proved to be improvements in all plant field
tests to date.

The circuit tester for functional testing of all the IRDO transistorized, stan-
dardized, printed, modular circuit boards has been rebuilt and a report will be
issued shortly. The report will enable any interested plant maintenance group tc
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fabricate the device for testing of the plug-in boards. Only & simple voltmeter
and a good quality triggered oscilloscope will be required in addition to the
tester for complete malntenance and test work.

Field tests were completed on the prototype, first model, transistorized, loud-
speaker G-M instruments. Satlisfactory field operation was obtained except for
some needed mechanical modifications. As-built plant drawings of the instrument
will be made while incorporating the minor mechanical changes.

Acceptance tests were completed on four (of 12 total) portable, battery-operated,
scintillation, poppy instruments.

Acceptance procedures for 0-200 mr self-reading pencil dosimeters were revised.
Acceptance tests were started on 50 Bendix dosimeters.

Performance of the sensitive, gamma, Scintillation-Transistorized Monitor was
checked in an airplane flight over the plant area. The unit performed satis-
factorily with the conclusion, as known since the instrument was originally
designed, that sensitivity can be increased by using e large NaI crystal in place
of the 5 x 5-inch terphenyl-in-polyvinyltoluene detector presently used. The
Nal substitution can be made directly at any time with no circulit changes. The
only problem is that of cost of the Nal crystal.

Recommendations were made to the Critical Mass Physics Operation for specific
instruments and an instrumentation philosophy different from those for produc-
tion reactors, but suited to the needs of experimental critical assembly facili-
ties. :

Anslog Computer

Consultation and aid in programming e chemical dissolver problem for the DDA
was provided CRDO - HLO.

No customer work was completed on the Goodyear (GEDA) computer during November
due to difficulties precipitated by moving the computer. It is now operable
and a limited customer work schedule is possible.

Optics

Internal Diameter Micrometer for 105-C FEF - Design drawings are in the hands of
Tech Shop estimators.

Scratch Depth Illuminator for 105-C FEF - Design drawings are being checked.

Infrared Radistion Ratio Pyrometer - A mounting was designed to support the
pyrometer over the metallograph. A work order has been issued to Tech Shops

for fabrication. Some electronic components have not yet been received. Installa-
tion of this unit will probably be delayed until early Jsnuary.

Cave Periscope for Purex - Design drawings are in the hands of Tech Shops esti-
mators.
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Zyglo Detector - A work order has been received from E. H. 0'Clair to demonstrate
the feasibility of photoelectrically detecting defects in the internal bore of

PRTR fuel elements.
;M):ﬁux;t-

Manager

PHYSICS AND INSTRUMENT RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT

HANFORD LABORATORIES OPERATION

PF Gast:mes
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Chemical Research and Development

RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING

FISSIONABLE MATERIALS -~ 2000 PROGRAM

IRRADIATICNS PRCCESSES

Deccntamination of Reactor Components

Variations in decontamination and corrosion of stainless and carbon steel as a
function of concentration of Wyandotte 75 and Wyandotte 1112, typical proprietary
bisulfate-based cleaners, were studied. Using coupons contaminated with acti-
vated corresion products and using the standard caustic-permanganste pretreatment,
the cleaner concentration could be reduced from a normal value of 90 g/l to

about 9 g/l without impeiring decontamination of carbon steel. Carbon steel cor-
rosicn rates, however, remained undesirably high. Decontamination of stainless
steel was adversely affected when the cleaner concentration was decreased below

20 g/l because of the failure of the cleaner to descale at the lower concentrations.

Corrosion tests 5f type A-246 carbon steel in Wyandotte 1112 indicate that the
increase in corrosion due to dissolved iron will be negligible at the expected
(0.005 molar or less) concentrations.

Uranium Oxidaticn and Fission Product Volatility

The 292-T Facility project was closed with some exceptions which were necessary
to permit shakedown testing. Several problems which developed in the induction
heater and lead.configuration were resolved. Other items including disposal casks
and dissolving equipment were made available.

First beneficial use was obtained on November 10 when a meltdown test was performed
on an unirradiated, L-inch long normal Hanford fuel element. The meltdown was con-
ducted in the presence of a Zircaloy process tube. This test was made to determine
the extent of zirconium-uranium resction and mode of melting in a full scale piece.
Motion pictures were made. Metallographic results are not yet available.

Fission product release tests will begln in the new facility in December after
preliminary oxidation tests using unirradiated metal have been made.

Effluent Decontamination

Initiasl experiments with NPR decontamination wastes indicated that the reduction
of potassium permanganate was accompanied by precipitation and that Sr and Co

ions were effectively removed from solution, presumably by a scavenging action.
Alkaline permanganate is almost certain to be used in the second step of the NFR
decontamination process. Mixing the permanganate waste with solutions from the
other two steps resulted in scavenging decontamination factors between 1 x 10

and 5 x 103 for Co. The possible utilization of this favorable scavenging reaction
has led to plans for related experiments with other radionuclides and a postpone-
ment of experiments on soil reactions with waste solutionms.

‘.
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Analytical Services

Jodine-131 and xel33 comparative analyses in helium samples from the 100-DR gas
lcop were made by gamma ray spectrometry to check for slug ruptures. Gas samples
were accurately bled through caustic sclution for collecting iodine, or
activated charcoal for collecting xenon.

A mcdified gravimetric procedure was used to determine 11.0 per cent silicon in
an ingot of AlSi to confirm a control analysis that a recently arrived shipment
was out of specification. Preliminary caustic dissolution resulted in the
methods having about a 2 per cent error..

The first mass spectrographic isotopic data were obtained since calibration with
the The30 stapndard. Those data agreed with alpha and total thorium data pre-
viously used to estimate the Th230/Th232 ratio. Also, further studies of lanthanum
fluoride carrying and ion exchange behavior of thorium were made. Thorium was
quantitatively precipitated and carried, with lanthanum fluoride, from typical
samples. Oxidants, potassium dichromate and potassium chlorate, caused no compli-
cation. Oxidants were used to take uranium to the hexavalent oxidation state and
hold it there. Many of the solid samples were treated with nitric-hydrofluoric
acid mixture to extract thorium. The extract was then treated with boric acid

to tie up the fluoride. Thorium was recovered from that solution with Dowex-1l in
95 per cent yleld without prior removal of boron or fluoride compounds.

SEPARATION PROCESSES

HA Column Studies

The flooding capacity of a 3-inch-diameter HA extraction column containing stain-
less steel nozzle plates (3/16-inch holes) was determined using a 27 C, 0.05 M
HNO; aqueous solution and 30 per cent TBP organic. With a pulse amplitude of 1.1
incges and an L/V of 0.17, the column flooded at a pulse frequency of 95 to 100
cycles per minute at a total throughput of 1450 gal/hr/sq ft.

Analysis of Purex Samples

Continued slightly sub-standard decontamination performance in the Purex plant

has prompted additional analyses of Purex plant streams. The analytical data are
not yet completed, but the data thus far obtained indicate decontamination factors
over the final uranium cycle of 86, 400, and 480 for ruthenium, zirconium, and
niocbium, respectively. The low ruthenium decontamination factor is to be expected
under the low acld conditions employed in the final uranium cycle.

The fission produdt activity in the uranium product (sampled November 17) was 43
per cent ruthenium, 49 per cent zirconium, and 8 per cent niobium.

Analyses of streams around the partition columns confirm the conclusion reached
when similar analyses were performed in August. By comparison with past experilence

a major portion of the difficulty in securing adequate decontamination of uranium
arises from the fact that zirconium is tending to follow uranium to a much greater
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extent than formerly. Adjustments which have been made to force neptunium to
fcllow uranium in the partiticn columns are in part responsible for this. However,
the presence of organic-favoring sclids is also suspected.

Processirg of Irradiated Neptunium

Preliminary studies of radiolysis effects in plutonium-238 bearing systems
irdicate no severe protlems in processing irradiated neptunium by TBP solvent
extraction methods in the Hot Semiworks.

Dealkylation of TBP results in formation of "non-strippable" plutonium at a rate
of 0.8 to 1.0 per cent per hour. This corresponds to formation of DBP at a rate
cf about 0.018 grams hour-l liter~l in 30 per cent TBP containing 1 g/l plutcnium-238.

In a system ccatainirg 1 g/1 plutonium-238, 2 M HNO3, 0.1 M ferrous sulfamate, and
30 per cent TBP in Shell E 2342, ferrous ion was oxldized at a rate of about

2.7 x 10~3 moles hour~l liter-l. 1In the same system sulfamic acid was hydrolyzed
at a rate of about 1.7 x 10-3 moles kour~t liter-l. The plutonium distribution
coefficient (organic/aqueous) increased from 0.06 to 0.125 in a period of 6 hours
but had attaiced a value of 22 at the end of 12.5 hours.

"G values" (mclecules per 100 ev aktsorbed) computed from these data are as follows:
For Conversion of TBP to DBP - 0.3 to 0.35
For Ccnversion of Fe(II) to Fe(III) - 12.0
For Hydrolysis of Sulfamic Acid - 7.5

One precauvtion pinpointed by these studies is the desirability of using a fairly
high acid reducing strip to recover difficultly stripped_plutonium-238. "Current
proposals for processing irradiated neptunium envision that the conventional low
acid stripping cclumn will be backed up by a second strip column in which a re-
ducing strip will be used to recover "non-strippable" plutonium-238. In testing
such a supplementary stripping operation it was found that plutonium stripping 1s
more efficient at 0.85 and 3 M HNO3 than at 0.1 M HNOy. Plutonium-238 distribu-
tion retios out of 0.1 molar ferrous sulfamate into radiation-damaged 30 per cent
TBP were 0.3 to 0.9 at 0.1 M HNO3 but only 0.025 at 0.85 M HNO,, and 0.03 at

3 M HNO;. Thus it is probable that the back up strip column (%he 1F column) would
have to emplcy 1 to 3 M HNO3 in order to function efficiently.

Analytical Services

> -

Forty-four samples of filter paper through which air had been drgwn were submitted
by Atmospheric Physics for the analysis of Zn as ZnS down to 10 “g. Activatiogn
analysis was used for the measurements. The 1.12 Mev photopeak of 2i5-day Zn

was used to determine quantities present.

Controlled poterntial coulometry was extended to the determination of urarium in
the 0.025 to 0.1 g/l concentration to provide greater precision (% 3 per cent)
than other conventional applicable methods. Segregation of cells feor high arnd
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low level U solutions and use of a cell with a bottcm drain arnd top mounted stirrer
having biades partially submerged in thke mercury electrode gave the stability, re-
producibility and clesning efficiency required for titration in the above U con-
centration range. Research personrel are starting investigations to circumvent
the lengthy (30 minutes) titration period.
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WASTE TREATMENT

Sexiworks Waste Calciner Prototype

Operation of the fiuid-bed calciner was continued using simulated ICPP waste. Seven
runs were complieted durirg the month. In general, equipment performance was sat-
isfactory. Nozzle pluggage and particle agglomersation were negligible. The major
problems encountered were excessive attrition with resulting excessive fines carry-
cver and & gradual reduction of bed volume during the course of a run. A modified
fluidizing gas distributor (four 0.0312-inch holes in each bubble .cap compared to
four 0.0760-inch holes in each cap of the previous distributor) was installed and:
improved fiuildization with less slugging. However, for comparable fluidizing gas
flows, the attrition rates were somewhat increased.

Batch Waste Calcination

Four latoratory-scale runs were completed calcining Purex high-level wastes in a-
hesated, unagitated, 3-inch-diameter pot at a feed rate sufficient to maintain some
concentrated sclution in the pot. The pot was subsequently fired to a final in-
ternal tempersture of 800 to 9CO C. The simulated wastes used in the studies
ccotained iron, chromium, nickel aluminum, sodium, and varying amounts of acid,
sulfate, and nitrate.

The behavior during calcinstion and the final appearance of the solids is apparently
dependent upcn the relative acid, nitrate, and sulfate concentrations. At sulfate
to salt nitrate (total nitrate concentration minus acid concentration) ratios of
1.5, a melt formed at about 750 C; although some difficulty was encountered from
solids coating the pct wall and reducing the effective pot diameter. With ratios

of 0.5 and -1.5, no mwelts were formed at temperatures up to 940 C. At negative
values of the ratio, the solids remained moblle, however, a slurry temperature

above 150 C was required to prevent excessive foaming. Also, only SO, fumes were
evclved during firing, and the solids pulled away from the pot wall uPpon cooling.

Pot corrosion was negligible in all of the studles. Thermal conductivity
measurements of the various solids are planned.

Waste Solidification

Because of current interest in possible neutralized interim storage of Purex
waste, which implies calcination of a neutralized slurry, additional measurements
have been made of the extent of leaching of cesium and strontium from such a
calcine. Earlier experiments (HW-57686) had shown that the short-lived beta and
gamma activities (primarily ruthenium and rare earths) are leached to only a
very slight degree (few tenths per cent maximum); however, the analytical methods
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used were not sufficiently sensitive to define the behavior of the long- lived, but
biclogically sigrificant, strontium and cesium. Measurements with cesium-only or
strontium-only spikes were therefore made. Orly 0.5 per cent of the strontium
was leached from neutralized material calcined at 500 or 900 C. Cesium was much
more scluble, 85 per cent leaching at 500 and 36 per cent at 900 C. (Per cent
values have relative significance only.)

Observation Wells

Analyses of ground water samples from well 699-50-53, located 0.6 mile north of
200 East Area, showed beta-emitter concentrations of 1.8 x 10-4 uc/ce. This is
about 10 per cent of the concentration now detected in wells at the 216-BY crib-
slte, the probable source of this contamination. The significant movement of
waste to the north is probably due to the ground water overflowing low spots in
the sub-surface basalt ridge north of 200 East Area. Movement of contaminants
from this site toward the river should be deterred by the ground water mounds
below B-Swamp and Gable Mountain Swamp.

Efforts to identify the source of contaminants in three wells located from 2 to

5 miles southeast of 200 East Area have not been successful. Probable sources

are wastes that migrated to this locale from the 216-BY scavenged waste cribs in
early 1956 or wastes discharged to the Purex 216-A-5, 8 and 24 cribs. Failure to
find positive RulO3 concentrations in well water samples rich in RulO® places the
minimum age of the waste in this particular instance at about 1- 1/2 years. Several
wells scheduled to be drilled within the next year are expected to assist in
determining the source of this ground water contamination.

Disposal to Ground

Soil column tests were completed on the D-2 waste going to the 216-S-T7 crib. The
average limiting Sr breakthrough for three colummns, as found by extrapolation on
logarithmic probability plots, was found to be 50 column volumes. Limiting break-
through for Cs137 was found to be 123 column volumes. The waste to this cribd to
date has been about 7 column volumes and averages about 1 column volume per year.
The long life expectancy of this crib can be attributed to the low salt content
of the waste, caustic neutralization, and the high exchange capacity of the soil
in this area.

Data relating to concentrations of cyanide ion in ground water at the 216-BY
cribsite were communicated to Industrial Hygiene for possible toxicological eval-
uation. Only one well, E-299-E33-12, showed a free cyanide ion concentration
greater than the analytical detection limit of O.4 ppm. The CN~ concentration in
this instance was 2.2 ppm. Several nearby wells contained combined cyanide,
probably as the ferrocyanide ion; the maximum concentration being 6.0 ppm.

TRANSURANIC ELEMENT AND FISSION PRODUCT RECOVERY

Fission Product Isolation and Packaging Prototype

~ e

The. equipment necessary to determine the effects of operating variables on the
entrainment and volatilization of cesium from the hydrolyzer was installed. The

”:?.*
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variables which are expected to affect the performance of the hydrolyzer are
(1) evaporation rate, (2) rotor wall temperature, (3) gas velocity, (4) reaction
zone temperature, (5) rotating speed and,(6) mode of feed injection.

One exploratory run at about 40 per cent of the design evaporation capacity was
made in the hydrolyzer. The sollds yield, i.e., solids discharged from the pro-
duct end of the hydrolyzer, was greater than 90 per cent. The condensate showed
a trace of white solids while the noncondensible off-gas yielded about 0.05 per
cent cesium. A material balance will be completed when the cesium analyses of the
condensate are available. Although additional efforts will be made to further
reduce entrainment, the solid yield obtained in the above run is considered ade-
quate since a large fraction of the entrained solids would be scrubbed from the
off-gas stream and returned to the hydrolyzer as recycle.

Strontium Recovery

Further studies have been made aimed at recovery of strontium from 1WW via sulfate
precipitation in the Purex head-end equipment. It was reported last month that
precipitation of 80 per cent of the strontium can be achieved in the rare earth
double-sulfate strike by increasing the sulfate concentration to three molar. It
has been subsequently found, however, that some of the iron is also precipitated
(as ferric sulfate) and that gross amounts form on prolonged digestion or on
standing. This iron precipitate is a hard crystalline material which would
overload the centrifuge, plug pipes, and render the process inoperable. Two

ways have been found to avoid this difficulty. One involves the use of tartrate
to complex the iron and hold it in solution, the other utilizes carrier to give
good strontium recovery at low (one molar) sulfate concentrations.

An Integrated test was made to determine the effect of the tartrate addition on
cerium and promethium recovery. This was followed by a peroxy-acetate strike to
define the path of strontium in the latter operation. The 1WW (0.5 M Fe) was

made 0.25 molar in tartaric acid, adjusted to three molar in total sulfate, neutra-
lized to pH 0.5, and digested at ca. 90 C. Ninety-seven per cent of the cerium
and promethium and at least 75 per cent of the strontium were precipitated. 1In |
the subsequent peroxy-acetate step, all of the strontium followed the trivalent
rare earths. This split of strontium with the trivalent rare earths is further
corroborated by analytical results of the October plant test.

In other experiments, it was found that 0.02 molar lead, barium, cerium, neodymium,
lanthanum, or didymium carrier precipitated about 80 per cent of the strontium
from 1WW at one molar sulfate and pH O. These solutions are stable with respect
to iron precipitation and do not require tartrate addition. Calcium was ineffec-
tive as a carrier, and added strontium decreased the fraction precipitated. From
the results to date, it is apparent that strontium can be recovered from current
Purex 1WW by several schemes which do not involve precipitating the iron. The
cholce between these is largely dependent on the product mix which is desired and
on complications which certain carriers may cause in subsequent processing.
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Studies of the gamma scintillation properties of special glasses have been made
elsevhere (Dr. H. P. Hood of Corning Glass Works and Dr. R. J. Ginther of the

U. S. Naval Research Laboratory). Samples of the most promising glasses have

been obtained from these two scientists for testing at Hanford in alpha counting
applications. Of particular interest are a cerium activated Vycor and a low-
silica, cerium activated magnesium, aluminum, lithium-silicate glass. The alpha
and beta responses of these glasses have been tested and the alpha pulse effi-
clencies are 1.7 and 5.0 per cent, respectively, relative to ZnS(Ag). Both glasses
yielded about a 25 per cent alpha to beta response relative to ZnS(Ag). Despite
this inferiority to ZnS(Ag) the alpha response will be suitable for some applica-
tions. Since the glasses can be expected to have relatively good chemical resis-
tivity in solutions they will be tested for their applicability to solution con-
tact alpha counting, especially for in-line analysis applications.
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Scintillating Glasses

Automatic Controlled Potential Coulometer

The original controlled potential coulometer developed at Idaho Falls with
simplifications suggested by ORNL personnel has been modified to reduce insta-
bility in the low ranges. In addition, the complete sequence of operations for
plutonium or uranium titrations has been programmed to permit automatic operation.
The full-scale range of the instrument is adjustable (switching) from 5 x 10-2

to 1 x 10-6 moles, and the accuracy and precision obtained by the earlier Hanford
models (+ 0.05 per cent (J—at high levels to t 0.3 per centC—at low levels) has
been retained. One instrument is in continuous use at present and two more are
being bullt.

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS

"Triple-Threat" Deepwell Turbine Pump

The Johnston deepwell turbine pump which had been previously modified (i.e., holes
drilled in the impeller housings) to permit its use as a combination pump-agitator
has been further modified to permit it to supply a small side stream for a sampler
or in-line monitor. A l/h-inch sampling line was connected to a hole drilled in
the impellor housing. With the pump installation employed, a side stream flow of
2100 ml/min was delivered at a discharge pressure of 9 p.s.i.g.

Hollow Shaft Agitator

Testing has continued on the 10 hp, 300 rpm, hollow-shaft motor, agitator assembly
designed for use in either the Redox or Purex plants. Testing has been success-
fully completed on 3 shaft lengths of interest -- 9 feet 2 inches, 10 feet 2 inches,
and 15 feet 5-1/2 inches. Agitation with the various shaft lengths and various
paddle immersion depths has been smooth and steady, and no critical speed
difficulties have been encountered.
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Non-Metallic Materials Testing

A glove port ring from the Purex plant was tested by static immersion at room
temperature in the solutions normally used for transparent sheet glove box mater-
ials. The ring is reported by the vendor to be made from Tennite II, a cellulose
acetate butyrate polymer produced by the Tennessee Eastman Company. This plastic
failed after 28 days in 20 per cent nitric acid, after 7 days in 30 per cent
nitric acid, and after 7 days in the vapor above 48 per cent HF. Failure occurred
after 24 hours in trichlorethylene. The material was noted to darken or yellow

in 10 per cent nitric acid, a saturated solution of oxalic acid, and potassium
permanganate. Swelling of 10 per cent in perchlorethylene and 20 per cent in both
carbon tetrachloride and Recuplex CAX was observed. Lucite, or Plexiglas, for
which this material is a substitute, is unaffected by 28 days in 30 per cent nitric
acid, swells 20 per cent in trichlorethylene, and 5 to 8 per cent in the vapor
above 48 per cent HF. Lucite is substantially unaffected by the other solutions
reported in the Tennite II test.

A transparent laminate of Lucite and Teslar which was prepared by the duPont Company
Development Laboratory was tested for use as a hood panel material. In only 3 solu-
tions were any effects noted. Recuplex CAX softened the Lucite, trichlorethylene
dissolved the Lucite but both solutions left the Teslar unchanged. Potassium per-
manganate stalned both plastics and caused & =’ ight delamination around the edges

of the sample. This effect extended in about .,/32-inch from the edge.

Effect of Air Sparging on Corrosivity of Redox H-4 Oxidizer Solution

Samples of 304-L stainless steel were exposed to synthetic Redox H-4 oxidizer solu-
tion (1.5 M UNH-0.1 M HNO,-0.1 M Na Crp07 ) at its atmospheric boiling point. One
sample was exposed in the“bubble stream from an air sparger, one was exposed in
the bulk solution being air sparged, and two were exposed in unsparged solution.
No significant differences in corrosion rate have been observed throughout a total
exposure of about 670 hours. It appears that the corrosivity of this solution is
not affected by air sparging.

Corrosivity of Purex EH-4 Back Cycle Concentrator Solutions

Samples of 304-L stainless steel exposed to boiling synthetic EH-4 solutions

(5-10 M ENO3-0.4 M UNH-0.15 M HpSOL-0.22 M Fe (sou) -0.16 M Cr(VI) - 0.003 M
Ni-0.003 M 8i) exhibited corrosion rates ranging from 12 to 18 mils/month. Cor-
rosion rates of 304-L stalnless steel in these solutions at 5 and 10 M HNO3 were
not significantly altered by decreases in the iron(III) sulfate.concentration
from 0.22 to 0.005 molar. It is believed that Cr(VI) is the principal contributor
to the high corrosion rates observed in these solutions.

PROCESS CONTROL DEVELOPMENT

Purex HSP Photometer

Shortly after the light photometer was installed on the Purex HSP sample stream,
agqueous flush solutions of extremely high radiation intensity were inadvertently

BEGLASsmzg m—
1236921 et



== - c-9 BESM&?EF ff{f HW- 62899

passed through the HSP sampling system. Following this incident the photometer
functioned as if the sample cell was opaque to the source light, perhaps due to
some foreign material lodged in the sample cell. Therefore, the filter shifting
mechanism was removed from the sample cell and the cell and filter assembly visu-
ally examined. The viewing windows, while made of radiation resistant glass, had
every appearance of being discolored by the radiation. The windows were dark
amber in color, probably accounting for the apparent opaqueness of the optical
system. The light filters, which are approximately l-inch from the sample solution
were darkened slightly but otherwise unaffected. A replacement sample cell with
new filters is being assembled and will be installed as soon as scheduling permits.

Purex 2BP Alpha Detector

A Teflon coated zinc sulfide phosphor used in the Purex Z2BP stream performed
satisfactorily for 22 months. Failure after this length of service was due to
ruptures in the l/h mil Teflon protective film. A new phosphor of similar design
was installed and is operating satisfactorily.

Ultra Sonic - Resin Level Detector

An uncanned zirconate crystal operating at a frequency of 2.25 megacycles has
performed satisfactorily in measuring resin level in a laboratory column. This
crystal is not subject to ringing at distances greater than 3-inches. The instru-
ment hes been calibrated for 2 ranges, O to 2 feet and O to 10 feet.

U0z Plant Calciner Automation

The intermediate step in power level incorporated in the shutdown cycle of the
calciner programmer 4id not give a satisfactory rate of shell temperature decrease.
Thus, the programmer was agaln modified so that the .shutdown cycle is now approxi-
mately & mirror image in time of the startup cycle. The feed however, is cut off
on shutdown immediately after the power decreases to 50 per cent of full load,
whereas on startup the feed comes on at 15 per cent of full power level.

NON-PRODUCTION FUELS REPROCESSING

Mechanical Head-End Studies

Hacksaw Testing. Hacksaw testing to demonstrate fuels hardware cutoff continued
with the operation of 2 types of saws: the "dual-feed" Marvel* saw and the simpler,
less costly Peerless®* gaw. Thin-wall tubes and rod bundles with springs were
sawed .in the tests, to simulate hardware removal operations for the City of Piqua
and Dresden fuels, respectively. Test highlights include the following:

*Armstrong-Blum Company, Chicago, Illinois
*¥Peerless Machine Company, Racine, Wisconsin
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1. Using either saw one rugged "weld-edge" (two piece) blade may be expected to
remove the end hardware from fuel elements containing at least a ton of uranium.
This estimate assumes that rod bundles will be sawed through at massive end
plate sections rather than through unsupported rod sections. Blade cost is
approximately $3.

2. Since "weld-edge" blade life is equal for eilther saw, the Peerless saw (or
equal) can be used to reduce equipment costs in the cell. Furthermore, pre-
liminary results show that both median cutting speeds (100 strokes/min) and
feed pressures (100 to 200 pounds) are suitable for hardware cutoff. Hence,
control accessories for the NPF saw may be reduced to the bare minimum: on-off
pushbutton and blade tension devices.

3. "Weld-edge" blade imperfections in "as-received" blades (indicated by porosity,
cracks, and poor weld bonds revealed in radiographic and dye penetrant tests)
have negligible effect on blade life.

L. Blade life and cladding-wall integrity cannot be guaranteed when cutting
unsupported rods. Hence, cutting through end plates on both Yankee and Dresden
(or similar) fuels is recommended. Potting techniques or shims ars required
for successful rod bundle cuts.

In future hacksaw tests, a third type of saw, the Racine hydraulic~-feed hacksaw,
will be compared with the two types previously tested.

Yankee Fuel Element Disassembly. Knife and sabre-saw cutting of thin stainless
steel bands, such as those used to hold the subassemblies of the Yankee fuel to-
gether, was attempted in scouting studies of Yankee bundle disassembly methods.
Some knife jamming-occurred because of band movement during the cutting operation.
A "weld-edge" sabre-saw was successful in band cutting, but excessive blade vi-
bration occurred with cuts made deep within a bundle (i.e., 6 to 7 inches). Damage
to cladding walls and exposure of rod core materials could be caused by the
vibration. Slitting saws and hacksaws will be used in future band-cutting tests.

Shear Basin Clarification Studies. Fines generation tests were made while shearing
unclad sintered UO, pellets under water. Slurried fines generated in each test
amounted to less than 1 per cent of the material processed. All these fines were
less than 200 mesh. Similar testing is contemplated for clad pellets, some of which
will be thermally cycled prior to shearing to simulate reactor operating effects.

Hydroclone tests were started on & 1-1/2-inch-diameter unit. Removal efficiencies
as high as 50 per cent have been achieved using & fine lead oxide powder slurry
as a stand-in for UO, slurries. A concentration factor (underflow concentration/
overflow concentration) of 25 has been achieved at an overflow to underflow volume
ratio of 80 and a 25 per cent removal efficiency.

Feed Preparation

Zirflex Process. Two batch Zirflex dissolutions were made this month in the
blanked off reservoir of the recirculating tube dissolver. In both runs, conden-
sate from the dissolver off-gases was routed to another vessel for metering, and
a constant dissolver solution volume was maintained by incremental water addition.

Py 00
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Ir, the first run, 1.75-inch ID by 8-foot long 55 mil Zircaloy tubing was dissolved
in 6 M NEyF - 0.55 M NEyNO3; using a F/Zr mole charge ratio of 7. An average boil-
up rate of 0.132 1b mole/hr/sq ft was maintained throughout the dissolution to
remove ammonia. A maximum dissolution rate of 60 mils/hour and an integrated
dissolution rate of 15 mils/hour was obtained.

In the second run, metal was dissolved from the annuli of simulated NPR elements,
using a 5.5 M NH4YF - 0.5 M NHy KO, solution with an F/Zr mole charge ratio of 7.
The 3-foot-long -elements consist@&d of 1l.l1-inch OD, Zircaloy-2 clad, uranium rod
encircled by a 1.62-inch ID, Zircaloy-2 tube coated on the outside with a PVA-PVC
plastic. Thusi only the surfaces of the 0.26-inch cylindrical annuli were exposed
to the dissolvent. An average boil-up rate of 0.528 1b mole/hr/sq ft was used.

A maximum dissolution rate of 63 mils/hour end an integrated dissolution rate of
>15 mils/hour was obtained.

The heat of reaction for the Zirflex dissolution of Zircaloy-2 was determined by
a heat balance for the second run described above to be about -140 K Cal/mole.
This compares well with a theoretical estimate of -178 K Cal/mole.

Sulfex Process. One Sulfex run made under ncnrecirculating conditions resulted

in & penetration rate of 304-L stainless steel of 3 to L mils/hour with 2.5 M HoSOy.
Average hydrogen evolution as measured by the off-gas monitor was 0.03 sefm/sq ft
of stainless steel exposed to the dissoclver solution.

In 4 M HQSOM, 347 stairless steel dissolved uniformly with an average penetration
rate of 12 mils/hour. Under similar conditions, comparable penetration rates have
been experienced previously with 304-L stainless steel. Hydrogen evolution during
the run varied from 0.05-0.07 scfm/sq ft of stainless steel.

Further studies of electrolytic cathodic depassivation of 30L-L stainless steel
in dilute sulfuric acid were made with a carbon anode - passive 304-L cathode
separation of l.5-inches. Consultation with CPD personnel indicates an electrode
spacing ¢f l.5-inches is feasitle in proposed plant-scale dissolving equipment.
At this electrode spacing ard in nitrate-free boiling 4 M HpSO),, passive 304-L
stainless steel may be depassivated by application of a potential of 1.5 volts
for about 30 secords. Depassivation may be accomplished in about 30 seconds,
even in the presence of as much as 0.05 M nitrate provided the cathodic potential
is increased to 4-5 volts. At 0.1 M nitrate, however, the steel repassivated
within a few minutes when the applied L-5 volt potential was removed.

Attempts to depassivate 304-1 stainless steel by msking it the anode (anodic
depassivation) in an electrolytic cell met with failure. The steel dissolved
rapidly as long as potential was applied but was passive in boiling 4 M HoS0),
when the potentlial was removed.

Dissclution of U-Mo Alloys. Various cations and anions were tested for their
abllity to complex molybdate ion formed during nitric acid dissolution of U-3

w/o Mo-0.2 w/o Al alloy. None of the cations tested -- Mn(II), Cr(III), Ni(II)
and Co(II) -- appeared to complex molybdate ion to any extent. Phosphate ior at
0.05 to 0.2 M was found, as expected, to be effective in complexing molybdate ion.
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At 0.2 M H3POL, stable solutions of the composition 1.1 MU - 1.1 M ENO3 can be
prepared from U-3 w/o Mo alloy. In comparison dissolution to the same terminal
uranium and acid concentrations with iron(III) as the molybdate ion complexant
requires thet the iron concentration be about 0.75 molar. Arsenate ion was also
found to complex molybdate ion but not as effectively as phosphate ion. Yellow
solids presumed to be uranyl molybdate precipitated when U-Mo alloy solutiouns
containing 0.05-0.2 M HE3PO), or O.1 M NaHAsOy were neutralized to acidities
below one molar with either DIBAN or caustic.

Dissolution of U-3 w/o Mo-0.2 w/o Al alloy in solutions initially 12-15.5 M HNO3
to yield dissclver sclutions containing 1.0-1.5 M U and 4-8 M ENO3 resulted in
precipitation of about 80-90 per cent of the molybdenum. Under these conditions
molybdenum is precipitated as a white solid tentatively ldentified as hydrated
MoO3. Such white solids were not cbtained when the dissolvent was initially
=I1M HN03 The white solids, after washing with water and 1 M HN03 and drying,
contained about 57 w/o Mo and only 0.07 w/o U. These results are in agreement
with results obtained at ORNL in dissolution of U-10 w/o Mo alloy.

Further studies on the re-dissolution of solids formed through use of off-standard
procedures in iron(III) nitrate-nitric acid dissolution of U-Mo alloys were made.
In all cases it was necessary to increase the dissolver solution acidity to
3.5-4.5 M HNO3 to obtain complete re-dissolutlon of solids in 10 to 60 minutes.
These results are in agreement with findings reported last month.

Flooded Tray Dissolver. Fourteen runs made in the periocd from July through
October, 1959, were analyzed for dissolution rate data. All were recirculation
runs in which uranium slugs were dissolved in nitric acid-uranyl nitrate. Over

the range 2.5 to 13 M total nitrate, the data are correlated by tha 7xpression:
Penetration rate (mils per hour) = (0.03 & 0.01) (total nitrate M)<* The pene-
tration rates experienced in the recirculating dissolver generally were essentially
identical with those that would be predicted for a single tank batch system.

Glass Column Hydraulic Studies. Hydraulic runs have been completed using UOp
pellets and 3 to 8 mesh crushed UOp. Current runs are being made on 8 to 100
mesh crushed UO2. It has been significant that during the current series of
runs on finely divided UOp, no foaming problems have developed. On a previous
series of runs with finely divided U0y, serious foaming was experienced which
was attributed to oil suspension in the sparge air. Current experience lends
weight to this conclusion.

Materlals of Construction

The corrosivity of spent Sulfex decladding solution to 304-L stainless steel was
investigated. It was established that simple boiling of Sulfex decladding solu-
tion is not sufficient to assure a solution which may be contained in 304-L
equipment. In other experiments, freshly prepared solutions of the composition
4 M HoSO,4-25 g/l stainless steel were air sparged at 75 and 108 C (boiling) for
20, 40, and 90 minutes. Corrosion rates of 304-L in the resulting solutions were
less than or equal to onme mil/mo at 70 C. However, corrosion rates in these
solutions increased to about one mil/hr when 304-L specimens were activated by
contact with mild steel.
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Correcsion rates of 304-1, stailnless steel at 70 C in simulated Sulfex process
sclutions of the composition 4 M HySO4 - 5-15 g/l stainless steel - 0.5-5 g/1
Fe(III) added as Pep(SOL)3 were less than or equal to 1 mil/mo. At boiling
temperature, similar solu%ions containing 0.5 g?l Fe(III) corroded 304-L at rates
of about 1 mil/hr; attack was slight at higher Fe(III) concentrations. Corrosion
rates at the boiling point and at 70 C were greatly increased when specimens were
activated by contact with mild steel.

Simulated spent Sulfex decladding solutions containing 0.5-5 g/l Pe(III) added

as Fe(N03)3 were only mildly corrosive to 304-L stainléss steel at both 70 C and
the boiling point. In these solutions 304-L specimens were not activated by
contact with mild steel. Similar results were obtained with decladding solutions
containing 0.1-0.5 M HN03~

One or more Zirflex-type dissolutions in the 321 Building titanium dissolver are
being considered. Corrosion rates of titanium in Zirflex solutions were markedly
reduced inthe presence of 0.1 M Cr(VI) and 0.1 M citrate ion (as suggested by ORNL
personnel). However, corrosion rates were still high in the inhibited solutions,
and some preferertial attack occurred at the solution-vapor interface. Weldments
have not been evaluated.

One pound samples of the 12 heats of nickel base alloys made at Battelle Memcrial
Institute under contract DDR-82 have been received. Corrosion testing of these
alloys as both base and weld metal has been initiated.

Criticality Studies - Materials Preparation

The feed material for the seventh PCTR experiment to measure Kcz,(H/U atomic
ratio of 4&4) using 3 per cent U-235 enriched uranium trioxide was prepared and
deiivered. The shipment consisted of approximately 200 pounds of polyethylene-
moderated uranium trioxide.

The feed materials for 3 exponential experiments were also prepared and delivered.
These 3 shipments also consisted of polyethylene-moderated 3 per cent U-235 enrich-
ed uranium trioxide of approximately 125 pounds each at H/U atomic ratios of &,

6, and 12, respectively.

REACTOR DEVELOPMENT - 4000 PROGRAM

Preparation of UO» by Electrolytic Reduction

The surface area of typical uranium dioxide prepared by electrolytic reduction
of uranyl chloride in molten NaCl-KCl was reported to be less than 0.0l m2/g, as
determined by the B.E.T. method. This finding, together with particle density
measurements, indicates that UOp prepared by the electrolytic method is virtually
non-porous.

Salt Cycle Process

An alternate method conceived for processing of mixed uranium-plutonium oxides
employs anhydrous hydrogen chloride to effect simultaneous dissolution of uranium
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and plutonium. Under these conditions the uranium dissolves in molten NaCl-KCl
as U(IV), the plutonium presumably as Pu(III). Separation of uranium and plu-

tonium would be effected by sparging with air, precipitating plutonium as Pu0p

and converting U(IV) to soluble UOp*™". Uranium dioxide would then be recovered
from the uranyl-bearing melt by electrolytic reduction.

A preliminary experiment indicated this approach is probably feasible. A sample
of mixed oxide (prepared by calcination of an ammonium diuranate-plutonium
hydroxide precipitate) was partially dissolved after 2 hours with HCl sparged
into KC1-NaCl at 750 C. Analysis of the salt phase at this point indicated
uranium dissolution was 90 per cent complete but only about 1/3 of the plutonium
had dissolved. Sparging the salt solution with air for 30 minutes caused a pre-
cipitate to form and produced & supernatant with the characteristic reddish
appearance of uranyl chloride. Analysis of the supernatant indicated no change
in uranium content but showed that 84 per cent of the plutonium had precipitated.

Obviously, considerable development work remains on this épproach but these results
are considered to be quite encouraging as regards the possibility of processing
irradiated uranium dioxide fuels by this technique.

In exploratory studies of potential pyrochemical decladding schemes for Zircaloy-
clad UOp it was found that Zircaloy-2 dissolves in molten zinc chloride at 400 to
500 C or in molten ZnClpo-KCl-NaCl at LS50 C with the formation of zinc metal and

a white solid phase. In the case of pure ZnClp solvent the formation of a zircon-
ium chloride-zinc chloride compound is suggested by the fact that dissolution of
zirconium increased the melting point of the salt to greater than 450 C.

When a similar treatment was applied to a sample of Zircaldy-clad uranium.
dioxide both the zirconium and the uranium dissolved, again with formation of a
white solid phase. It 1s suspected that uranium dioxide reacted with dissolved
zirconium according to the reaction

ZrCly + UOp — 3 2r0p + UCLy.

In any event the possibility of zirconium cladding being present as a major im-
purity in the uranium and plutonium bearing salt phase in the Salt Cycle Process
renders the decladding approach presently unattractive. Further work on declad-
ding will emphasize that massive uranium dioxide can be converted to powdered
U308 which hopefully can be separated from the cladding by mechanical means.

Aluminum Chloride-Alkali Chloride System

Distribution Studies. A continuation of the study of the distribution of uranium
between aluminum and an aluminum-potassium chloride melt showed an increased ex-
traction into the metal ?hase when potassium chloride is replaced by cesium
chloride. Values for of about 150 and 5 were found at aluminum to cesium
mole ratios of about 1 and 0.55, respectively.

The solubility of uranium appears to be very low in the cesium chloride system
as compared to the lighter alkali metal halide systems. Further, a second liquid
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phase is formed as the uranium chloride solubility is exceeded. In preliminary
experiments, the solubility of uranium trichloride in aluminum chloride-cesium
chloride melts at 725 C is less than five grams of uranium per kilogram of salt
where the aluminum to cesium mole ratio varies from 0.6 to 1.0.

Spectrophotometric Studies

Studies of the effect of compcsition on the visible and ultraviolet absorption
spectra of molten UCl),-AlC1l3-KC1l have shown that with excess potassium chloride
present, the spectrum is that of the hexa coordinated uranium ion, but as aluminum
chloride is added, solubility drops aml absorption at different wave lengths
changes in relative intensity. With increasing temperature a general shift to
longer wave lengths is observed for the absorption peaks, the magnitude being
somewhat greater than expected.

In LiCl-KC1l eutectic the uranium(IV) spectrum is entirely different than in the
Al1C14-KCl system, perhaps due to the strong competition for chloride ions exercised
by the lithium ion.

It is concluded from these observations that in the A1Cl.-KC1l system little
complex formation occurs if aluminum chloride is in exceZs.

Continuous Ion Exchange Contactor Development - Jiggler Contactor

A qualitative demonstration run indicates a probability that a non-pulsed, non-
fixed packed bed elution colurn may be paired with the jigged bed adsorber for
continuous recycling of ion exchange resin. A simulated feed of 7 M HNO3 was
pumped through the adsorption section at 160 gal/hr/sq ft. Resin, with some feed,
was moved from the bottom of the latter to the packed bed by pulsation. Resin
from the elution section was returned by gravity flow to the top of the adsorption
column. .

Attempts to use a thorium-spiked simulated Recuplex feed and a 0.5 M HNO3 eluant
vere erratic owing to difficulty in controlling the rate at which the resin was
recycled. This may be explained on the basis of a changing ratio of resin to feed
(slip 1iquid) which could be overcome if a means for maintaining a constant quant-
ity of resin in the adsorption column can be found.

Analytical Services

Dissolution tests showed that the 9 M HC1 + Ni(NO )2 method developed for dissolv-
ing Al-Pu alloys was satlsfactory for Al-Si-Pu oys up to at least 12 per cent
Si. The Pu occluded with the insoluble Si represented only £ 0.25 per cent of
the total Pu--insignificant with respect to accuracy requirements.

X-ray spectrometry was used to identify cadmium as a major constituent on the
surface of a "pip" pin, a holder for PRTR fuel rods.
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WASTE FIXATION

Radlant Heat Spray Calciner

The calcination of a neutralized waste simulating that in the Purex tank farm has
been reported earlier. This waste contained a high concentration of sodium ni-
trate and required addition of sugar for successful calcination in the radiant
heat spray calciner. A run was made this month to determine whether a neutralized
formaldehyde-killed 1WW, such as would be produced if neutralized interim storage
were adopted, could be calcired without the use of sugar. The only diffilculty
encountered was in atomizing the feed, which had been concentrated to 20 gal/ton
and was a very thick slurry. This feed tended to plug an "interior mix" type
nozzle but could be atomized with an aspirating-type nozzle. However, it still
formed a deposit around the nozzle. These difficulties might well be alleviated
by dilution. The product appears to be very low in nitrate and is probably a
mixture of metal sulfates. It was relatively free from dust, had a particle

size of seven microns (which compares favorably with powder produced from acid-
side wastes), and had a density of 0.75 g/cc. On subsequent heating to 910 C,
the powder contracted to a "clinker" but did not appear to become fluid.

Mineral Reactilons

Satisfactory samples of Purex boiling tank condensate are now being obtained

with & new pump installed on the 417 catch tank. The condensate has a cloudy
appearance which is due to the presence of organic from the Na2CO; organic wash.
This organic passed through clinoptilolite columns at pH 5, 7, and 9, but deposited
on the mineral at pH 3, partially plugging the column. Normal pH of the condensate
is about G.

Operation of the clinoptilolite column receiving tap water traced with ¢s137 was
resumed at higher flow rate. Column throughput was increased to 45,600 column
volumes. A decontamination factor of 85 was attained at a flow rate of 6.3
gal/ft2/min.

A literature survey was carried out on radiation effects on minerals and various
materials. Much information 1s available on radiation damage to metals and ionic
crystals, but little work has been reported omn minerals and other materials of
interest in waste fixation.

Pixation of Radioactive Wastes

The essential rejuvenation of and alterations of the CR In-Farm Scavenging
Facility were completed. The linstallation of some of the experimental equipment
was started. By the end of December, it is expected that a glass column and a
scaled-up steel column will be set up and initial studies will be in progress.
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BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE - 6000 PROGRAM

Geology and Hydrclogy

Scientific papers titled, "Desirable New Geologic Research in Support of Radloactive
Waste Disposal as Indicated by Hanford Experience,"” by R. E. Brown and "Movement

of Radioac:ive Effluents in Natural Waters at Hanford," by J. F. Honstead, R. F.
Foster, and W. H. Bierschenk were presented at the International Atomic Energy
Agency Conference on Disposal of Radioactive Wastes, Monaco, November 16 - 21.

Field data cbtained by geologlic mapping in the Umtanum Ridge area were compared
to those obtained from drilled wells near that ridge. Sediments directly over-
lying basalt in well 699-63-90 are probably correlative with the Ellensburg forma-
tion west of the Hanford region rather than with the Ringold formation. In this
location sands and gravels of the Ringold formation are similar in appearance to
presumed Ellensburg gravels. Additionally, a thin, now discontinuous basalt flow
evidently once lay above the sediments in question in the well but was eroded
during formation of the water gap between Gable Butte and Umtanum Ridge. The

top of the topmost basalt flow is thus not necessarily the top of the Columbia
River basalt series which includes these Ellensburg interbeds.

The Ellensburg sediments consist generally of finer and more poorly sorted
materials than the recent glaclofluviatile gravels. Thelr effect on ground water
movement and radioisotope behavior will differ from that of both the Ringold and
glaciofluviatile sediments.

Two new equations for the rate of unsaturated moisture flow through soils were
derived and tested with four soils. The equations are less empirical than those
used in the past. Assumptions used for deriving one equation include that of
movement in continuous, uniform capillary pores. For the other equation the assump-
tion was made that water is moving over the surface of soil particles or that the
pores are much wider in one direction. Results of experiments with four soils
indicated that the actual conditions are somewhere between those assumed in the

two equations. These studies will aid in understanding the mechanism of unsat-
urated flow and how best to define it mathematically.

Soil Chemistry and Geochemistry

Research on the calcite-fluorite reaction was continued with studies of the
removal of 0*6, Ce*3, and Sr+2 from solution. Uranyl ion removal was found to
vary inversely with tegpenature, contrary toethe behavior of Ce*3 and Sr+2. It
is postulated that UOE substitutes for CaFﬂ in the resulting fluorite lattice.
The oxygen is furnished by that dissolved in the influent solution. Dissclved
oxygen varies inversely with solution temperature.

Ce+3, on the otker hand, can be included in the fluorite lattice by an omission,
2(CeF3) for 3(CaFp). Sr+2 can, of course, be included in a Ca*2 position with
no lattice adjustments. Radioisotope removal data for the calcite-fluorite and
calcite-phosphate reactions can be compared by the use of these methods.
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The results of laboratory equilibrium experiments in which 4.2 x 10'6 M cet3 vas
equilibrated with various sodium salt solutions indicated that both citrate and
acetate anions complex with cerium and inhibit its removal from solution by a
calcareous subsoill. The order cof inhibition or complexing strength is 2 N
citrate >2 N acetate. The presence of cxalate ion, on the other hand, increased
the removal of cerium from solution, probably by a scavenging action of precipi-
tated calcium oxalate. Removal of cerium from solution was also increased by
phosphate ions, apparently due to cerium phosphate precipitation.

Ground Waste Investigations

A technical paper titled, "A Review of Radiocactive Waste Disposal to the Ground
at Hanford," by D. W. Pearce, C. E. Linderoth, J. L. Nelson, and L. L. Ames, Jr.
was presented at the International Atomic Energy Ageuncy Conference on Disposal
of Radioactive Wastes, Monaco, November 16 - 21.

The small experimental crib near Gable Mountain has now received 2900 gallons of
calcium nitrate solution traced with Sr®>. All but one of the wells show nitrate
breakthrough. Two of the wells show a small, erratic amount of S 5, but no
significant breakthrough of Sr has been obtained.

Fifteen more wells have been driven for the purpose of obtaining a better definition
of the shape of the liquid plume between the crib and ground water. The new neutron
s0ll moisture probe was used in the study.

Laboratory soil column experiments indicated that the effect of column length on
the slope of Sr breakthrough curves was greater where Mg was the complementary
ion than where faster Sr breakthrough was obtained in the presence of Ca ions.

A further series of column studies with Na as the accompanying ion was completed.
Sr breakthrough was even slower in this case than with Mg. However, the degree
of influence of column length on slope of Sr breakthrough curves was about the
same as with the Mg-Sr system. These findings aid in understanding soil column
relationships and in their mathematical description.

Field Apparatus Development

Measurement of moisture in scil using replaceable screen-wall thimbles showed
that equilibrium was achieved in the thimble at virtually the same rate as in the
soil. The presence of a second supporting screen, however, materially slows the
approach to equilibrium. The application of the single-wall thimble is limited
to moisture contents which allow the soil to be self-supporting when the thimble
is removed.

Possible schemes which will permit more accurate neptunium monitoring were studied.
Chelation with TTA and extraction on an anion exchange resin appear to be the
simplest methods for pcssible application to an in-line system.

Ground water aquifer pumping tests were completed at the Gable Mountain test
site. In 2 teste; each lasting 24 hours, the drawdown and recovery of water in
all 13 wells in the pattern were measured. Subsequent 8-hour tests gave addi-
tional date on other wells in the pattern. Preliminary data evaluation indicated
an aquifer transmissibility of about 4 x 105 gal/dgy/ft and a storage coefficient

of about 0.06.
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Micromeritics

Several runs were completed, making a total of ten in the current series to
measure particle deposition constants. Deposition on the walls of a l-inch
aluminum pipe, sectioned to permit direct examination of retained particles

was measured. The deposition constant (deposition velocity) was found to be
highly dependent on Reynolds number. At low Reynolds numbers (less than 6000)
the deposition constant was markedly affected by surface roughness. Methods
for characterizing surface roughness were examined. A stylus-type profilometer
proved to be unsatisfactory due to scratches produced by the stylus in the
aluminum.

Radiocactivity in Foods

As a result of the findipg by the Radiological Physics Qperation shielded personnel
counter than Zn®5 was more commonly found in personnel than could be accounted

for from local drinking water derived from the Columbia River, a survey of canned
sea foods from local stores was undertaken. Of the 16 samples counted to date,

nine contained amounts of Zn65 from 0.16 to 35 d/m/g. Only two contained greater
than 0.7 d/m/g, and these were both oysters canned 1n the Pacific Northwest. This
confirms previous data of Radiological Physics Operation which had counted oysters
as the suspected source of Zn65.

Puahl Bioassay Procedure

The-li%uid scintillation bloassay procedure for Puzhl on samples already counted
for Pu239 was tested and found to be capable of measuring as little as 5 d/m/sample
with an overnight count.

sr90 Analytical Procedure

An improved procedure for separating strontium from calcium was developed which
is shorter and simpler and eliminates the fuming nitric acid usually used. 1In
this procedure strontium and calcium are precipitated with ammonium carbonate
which gives s more tractable precipitate than that produced using sodium carbon-
ate. The precipitate is washed with water, then with acetone, and dried. Con-
centrated nitric acid is then added which metathesizes the calcium and strontium
carbonates and precipitates the strontium as the nitrate. After washing with
acetone and solution in water the strontium is reprecipitated as the carbonate.
The radiochemical yleld is greater than 82 per cent even in the presence of 100
times as much calcium as strontium.

ZnS Analytical Procedure

A program in support of the Meteorology Operation has resulted in an analytical
procedure for ZnS particles on membrane filters containing other previously
airborne particulate materisl. The membrane fllter is dissolved in 3:1 ethyl

.-
S =
___J

12364832



] c-20 HW-62899

acetate-ethanol, exposed to a fluorescent light source for two minutes and the
resulting emitted light from the ZnS counted 30 seconds later for 30 seconds by
photomultiplier tube as in liquid scintillation counting. Although no effort gasf
been made to optimize the sensitivity, samples containing as little as 3 x 10°° g
ZnS can be counted by this procedure which is adequate for the present problem.
By counting a second time after adding a known amount of 2ZnS, correction can be

made for any effect of dirt material present.
1?::7

Manager,
Chemical Research & Development
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A.

BIOLOGY OPERATION
ORGANIZATION AND PERSOENEL
No significant changes occurred during October.

TECHKICAL ACTIVITIZES

FISSIONABLE MATZRIALS - 2000 PROGRAM

BTOLOGICAL MONITORING

Radiolodine Contamination

Concentrations of 1131 in thyroid glands of jack rabbits were slightly lower
than those observed one year ago. Values follow:

ac/g Wet W, Trend
Location Average Maximam Factor
L, Miles S.W. Redox 2 x 1073 L x 1073 -
Prosser Barricade 1l1x 10'3 2x 10'% -
Wahluke Slope 1 x 103 L x 107 + 5

Columbia River Contamination

Concentrations of gross beta emitters in whitefish from F-1 averaged about the
same as observed one year ago. The annual upstream migration of whitefish
brought fish fram the Hanford Reservation into the Priest Rapids Area. The
average radioactive contamination in flesh was about 3 1/2 times those reported
one year ago. Concentrations of beta emitters in waterfowl were about the same
as those recorded last year.

uc/g Wet Wte

Sample Type Location Average laximum
Whitefish Flesh Priest Rapids 7x 1078 Lx 107
W-itefish Flesh F-1 1x 107> L x 1o'i
Whitefish Flesh Ringold 2 x 1074 2 x 107
Shorebird Flest Hanford Reservation Sx 10-3 6 x 1073
Coots Flesh Hanford Reservation 2 x 103 L x 1073
Gull Flesh Hanford Reservation 1 x 1073 3 x 1073
Grebe Flesh Hanford Reservation 1 x_lo—i L x 103
Merganser Flesh Hanford Reservation 7x 10 1 x 10-3
Heron Flesh - Hanford Reservation 6x 10"h 9 x 10”h
River Duck Flesh Hanford Reservation 1lx lO'h Tx 10"h

C. columnaris held in Columbia River water showed a decrease of only 11% in

L8 hours.

was noted between the death rate in river water and in sanitary water.
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A somewhat faster rate of death was noted during the succeeding

three days with only 10 to 15% viable after 123 hours exposure. No difference
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Fallout Contamination

Fission products occurred in rabbits from Hanford Reservation in the following
amounts:s

pe/g Wet Material Trend
Sample TzEe Average Factor
Feces 2 x lO'5 -
Bone lx 10:2 -6
Muscle . 9x 10 6 -
Liver 6 x 10”7 -

Swamp Contamination

Waterfowl collected at 221-U and Redox swamps contained slightly greater amounts of
beta emitters in bone samples than those observed one year ago. Concentrations of
fission products were as follows

uc/g Wet Material

Séggle TXEe Average
River Juck -3
Bone 1lx 10 L
Soft Farts 3 x 10”7
Grebe -
Bone 1l x 10 g
Soft Parts 3x 107
Coot L
Bone 3 x 107
Soft Parts 3 x 1074

Effect of Reactor &ffluent on Aquatic Organisms

Fall chinook salmon spawning observations were completed. A total of 281 nests
were observed in the section of the Columbia River from Richland to Midway. This
mumber is markedly lower than the count of 1485 for 1958 but appreciably more than

the brood year (1955) count of 64. High and turbid water seriously impaired the
enumeration of nests,

The routine monitoring test of effluent from the 100-KE reactor utilizing rainbow
trout was concluded after a run of 22 weeks. Mortality was slightly increased
even at an effluent concentration of 1 per cent although the sensitivity of the
test was somewhat impaired by unusually high (30%) mortality among the controls.

Owing to the indications of adverse effects at the comparatively low effluent

concentrations, a new monitoring test was started with chinook salmon which will
simulate present and predicted concentrations in the Columbia as these fluctuate
with scasonal changes in river flow and the migratory habits of the young salmon.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Radiochemical analysis is not yet available on small suckers exposed to reactor
effluent passed through a bed of aluminum turnings but gross beta counts suggest
that the technique is effective in reducing contamination in fish.

BICLOGY AND MEDICINE - 6000 PROGRAM

METABOLISM, TOXICITY, AND TRANSFER OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS

PhosEhorus

Exposure of cichlids (tropical fish) to P32 added to the water was continued through
the month. No adverse effects are yet evident even in the highest level where the
concentration in the fish amounts to about 3 x 10'2pq/g. The fish have not yet
reached maturity.

Strontium

Soils previously reported to have been surface contaminated with Sr9o, treated with
phosphste, and cropped, were thoroughly mixed and recropped after mixing. Uptake
of 5170 from Cinebar soil was greater after mixing than before mixing the Sr90

with all the soil, but in neither case was there a significant effect from phosphate
treatment. Uptake from E8hrata soil was reduced after mixing and there was better
than 50% reduction of Sr? uptake when very large amounts of phospnate were added.
The ratio of Sro° in stems vs. leaves was greater in plants grown on Ephrata soil.
This suggests that Sr”~ is less readily translocated in plants grown on alkaline

as compared to acid soils.

Results from a number of experiments comparing the metabolism of Sr90 and CahS in
rats are accumulating. While still incomplete, certain interesting indications can
be drawn from the data. It appears that the mature animal's fecal excretion of
intraperitoneally administered radioisotope is essentially the same for strontium
ang calcium and is not influenced by the calcium level in the diet. Urinary
excretion of both elements, on the other hand, is influenced by the calcium level
in the diet. The increment in urinary excretion occasioned by increased dietary
calcium is about the same for both strontium and calcium; however, strontium
excretion is high (approximately 1/3 of the injected dose) on the lowest calcium
diets, while calcium excretion is negligible on very low calcium diets.

Discrimination between strontium and calcium is effected primarily in the process
of absorption from the gastrointestinal tract. With increasing age (lowered
calcium demand) and increasing calcium level in diets, the discrimination effected
in the process. of excretion via the kidneys becomes of increasing importance.

No significant biochemical or cellular changes in the blood have been observed in
the adult miniature swine after seven months of feeding up to 25 mc/day of Sr70,
Six-week-0ld offspring from these swine, however, show a trend toward lower
platelets, packed cell volume, hemoglobin and red-blood cell counts.

In addition, there is an indication that the pigs born to swine fed 25 uc/day weigh
less both at birth and weaning and that there were fewer pigs per litter.

UNCLASSTFIED
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Todine

Four young adult ewes were given a single oral dose of 1.25 mc of 1131 and they will
be sacrificed at 7, 15, 30 and 60 days after administration. With the sacrifice

of these animals, the study on acute effects of radioiodine on the thyroid in sheep
as a function of age will be completed.

Cesium

Plants grown in varying ratios of K/Cs showed little evidence of cesium toxicity,
cesium carrier appeared to enhance slightly the uptake of Csl37 into bean plants.

Cerium-Praseodymium

Preliminary to a few oral administration studies, the distribution of Celhh-Prlhb

in the tissues of a ram 16 days after a single intravenous administration of 2 mc
was determined. It appeared that the cerium was tightly bound in the tissues; since
less than one per cent of the administered dose was eliminated in the urine during
the experimental period.

Bone, liver, bulbourethral glands and spleen showed the highest concentration

(5 to 10 x 102 per cent of administered dose per gram). Somewhat lower concentratgons
were observed in the skin, kidney, adrenals; lymph nodes and pituitary (1 to5 x 10

per cent of administered dose per gram). Although these data are very preiiminary,

it was interesting to note the great variation in tissue concentration. The pituitary.
for example, showed a concentration more than twenty times greater than the plasma

and brain. During the 1l6-day period of the experiment, the white blood cell count

of the ram dropped to one-half of the pre-exposure value.

Plutonium

In order to determine if there is any benefit or harm in the current practice

of using tourniquets and snake-bite suction cups for contaminated wounds, a
preliminary study was initiated in two pigs. Subcutaneous injections of Pu239
nitrate were made in the front limbs and the sites treated differently as to

use of tourniquets and/or suction. Although difficulty was experienced in getting
comparable concentrations at each injection site, some data as to transfer from the
site may be gained.

Radioactive Particles

Current data on the accumulation of plutonium in the tracheobronchial lymph nodes
in dogs after inhalation of plutonium oxide is given in Table 1,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Table 1
Time after exposure Ratio of the concentration of plutonium

in tracheobronchial lymph nodes to that
in lung

Immediately 0.001, 0.0001, 0.0003

One day 0.2, 0.0002

One week 0.16, 0.008

Two weeks 0.004, 0.1kL, 0.15

Ten weeks 3

Sixteen weeks 5, 3, 0.3, 11

Forty weeks 9, 88

Two and one-half years - Al

.{(after I.T. administration)

The observed increase in the ratio of the plutonium concentraticn in lymph node to
that in lung may result from several processes which include translocation of
pPlutonium from lung to lymph node and more rapid clearance of plutonium from lung
than from lymph node. The relative importance of these are under study to aid in
the evaluation of the hazards from inhaled plutonium oxide,

Twenty-eight beagle dogs have been exposed to plutonium oxide for translocation
and toxicity studies of up to three years duration. A total of 76 dogs will be
exposed within the next three months.

Apparatus has been designed and assembled to study the effect of respiratory
variables on deposition of plutonium oxide. Tests to find methods of hastening
the clearance of Pu23Y from lung will be continued after exposure equipment has
been fabricated.

Skin Studies

A rapidly-growing mass w%s observed subcutaneously on a rabbit at a site exposed
to 16,000 rads (from a F’¢ plaque) four years ago. A tumor is suspected and the
mass has been biopsied. If this proves to be a tumor, it will be the first one
(to our knowledge? described in a rabbit following irradiation of the skin.
(Caution must be exercised in drawing any conclusions from one case.)

Gastrointestinal Radiation Injury

The radiomimetic drug, nitrogen mustard (EN2), which is known to cause gastrointestinal
lesions similar to those seen following X-irradiation, was studied for its effect on
glucose absorption from the gut. Results after a sub-lethal dose of 1 mgm/kg

and after a lethal dose of 2 mgm/kg were similar to those seen following lethal

and sub-lethal X-ray doses, suggesting a similarity in the mechanisms for producing
the effect.

Continued studies with I}31 labelled polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP) suggests the possible
usefulness of this material as a diagnostic aid in the estimation of intestinal
radiation injury. This synthetic serum albumin substitute is lost from the blood

UNCLASSIFIED
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stream into the lumen of the intestine and is not hydrolyzed by enzymes there present.
It has been used as a diagnostic tool for studying human gastrointestinal lesions.
Our experiments with rats indicate that the normal loss of PVP into the intestinal
tract is doubled after a 750 r whole-body exposure and quadrupled after exposure of
the exteriorized intestine to 1,000 r. These results also suggest that the effect of
radiation on serum protein levels may be explained by loss of these proteins into the
intestinal tract, and that loss of synthesizing ability in the liver is not
necessarily involved,

Tissue Transplantation for Radiation Therapy

An acditional six Pitman-Moore miniature swine were exposed to $00 r of total-body
X irradiation (LD/100)., Two animals served as controls; the other irradiated
animals were given either homologous adult marrow cells or fetal (110-day old)
fetal spleen and liver cells at 72 hours post-irradiation. Careful handling and
supportive treatment was extended all animals and included the furnishing of clean,
dry quarters, administration of antibiotics and an increased feed ration. At 25 days
after irradiation one of the two animals given fetal tissue is the only survivor.
Although the animal is losing its hair; it appears otherwise cuite normal and its
blood picture is arproaching normal, This, to our knowledge, is the first time

a lethally irradiated pig has survived beyond two weeks following tissue transplant
therapy.

Froject Chariot

Mrproximately 100 samples of different ginds of plants; birds, and mammals from the
site of the proposed harbor of Project Chariot have b anglyzed for garma emitiers
Raggoelemﬁnts measured ipclude Celﬂ1 Celﬁﬂ-Prlﬁﬁ, ergsz9§%ybsl37, Rﬁ Sg, FulO6-Rni06,
an=-, BallO Lalho, and K49, Significantly different levels of contamination which

are attributed to ecological factors occurred in different species of organisms,

Birds with highest values were the small longspurs and sparrows which feed upon

insects and seeds and lowest values occurred in the aguatic forms. Among the plants
highest values were in sedge, lichen and sphagnum mess; lowest values were in

emergent weeds from ponds.

BIOLOGY OPERATION

HA Kornberg:es
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D. Lectures
a. Papers presented at Meetings

- J. Jo Davis, "The effects of environmental factors upon the accumulation of
radioisotopes by ecological systems,” Lovember 13, 1959, Second Anmual Texas
Conference on the Utilization of Atomic Energy, Texas A & M, College Station,
Texas.

b. Cff-Site Seminars

W. J. Clarke, "Efficacy of tissue transplants in radiation therapy,"
exchange seminar, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington, 11/2L/59.

R. ¥. Foster, "Jiscussion on Columnaris," Columbia River Advisory Group,
Portland, Oregon, November 20, 1959.
# See below.

c. Seminars (Biology)

Dr., O. Biddulph, Department of Botany, Washington State University, Pullman,
Wash., "Translocation in Plants," November 3, 1959.

E. J. Coleman, "Quantitative Autoradiography,! November L, 1959.
G. S. Vogt, "Methods of Tissue Staining for Electron Microscopy," lovember L, 195¢
G. R. Yesberger, "Incineration of Radiocactive Wastes," November 18, 1955.

Dr. Sidney Marks,A“A Summary of Data Relative to the Induction of Thyroid
Tumors by Radiation," November 18, 1955.

d. Seminars (Local)

D. E. Warner, 10/9, 16, 23 and 30 to Hanford Laboratories Non-Exempt
Orientation Program. "Radio dology at Hanforg®

D. E. Warner, "Radiobiology at Hanford," Central Stores personnel,11/17/59.

F. P. Hungate, "Genetic effects of radiétion,“ 11/6, 13 and 20, IPD Information
Meetings.

E. Publications

a. HW Publications (external distribution)
None _

b. HW Publications (internal distributicn).
None .

c. Open Literature

Schiffman, R, H., "Method for repeated sampling of trout blood," The Progressive
Fish-Culturist 21 (4): 151-153, October 1$59.

%* R. C. Perndleton, 11/18/55, "icological Aspects of the Accurmlation of 03137,"
Sigma X1 Society, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington.
UNCLASSIFIED
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OPERATIONS RESEARCH AND SYNTHESIS OPERATION
MONTHLY REFORT

Novemter, 1929

ORCANTZATION AND PERSORNEL

Trere were no changes in perscnnel during the month of Ncvember.

OPERATIONS RESEARCE ACTIVITIES

Input-Output Simulation Mcdel

A check of the multivariate aralysis computing program was completed. Wcrk was
continued on the development of GCL estimation prograr with special attenticn
o the applied phases,

Other

Further work was done in evaluating fair cost estimates in relationship to bids
received for HAPO projects. Several important characteristics have been formu-
lated and communicated to the Estimating Operation, CE&U. Work along this line
is continuing.

Further work was done in analyzing Redox plant operating mcdels and in communi-
cating the results of the studies to Redocx plant personnel.

OPERATIONS ANALYSIS STUDIES

Z Plant Information Study

A tentative computer logic structure based on best estimates of future Z Plant
process reguirements has been defined. This material is to be used to assist

in determining to whet extent the G. E. 312 computer system can provide process,
operations, and accountability control. The object of this work is to evaluate
the requirements currently specified by the team in terms of 312 computer inter-
nal program instructions such that the determination as to the feasibility of
312 computer use can be made. The use of IBM-APR equipment has been officially
cancelled by CPD.

FPD Process Control and Experimentation

Further wcrk was done in relating dimensional distortion experienced by co-extruded
tubes during heat treating to the reduction ratio employed in the co-extrusion
process. Thezx lengths and.[§ wall tricknesses were found to be guadratic func-
tions of the reduction ratio, and it was shown theoretically that the[& diameters
should be quartic functions. The measured.[&diameters are consistent with the
theoretically predicted values.

Growth indices, as measured by X-ray techniques, are indicative of the tendency
tc grow dimensionally. These had been determined for several co-extruded tubes
as was mentioned in an earlier report. The results of this previous analysis
were difficult to interpret from a metallurgical viewpoint. It has since been

| %Ef;?;i izif;'l 7.:4’
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noted that the physical technique used in determining the growth indices was
faulty. Measurements were again taken and the resulting data analyzed, giving
results consistent with what was expected.

An evaluation is being made of the effects on fuel element quality of increased
nickel content in the duplex and canning baths. The experiment was conducted,
on the process line, and it is impossible to separate the effects of nickel con-
centration from possible time effects. The analysis of total bond count data
was completed. Additional data pertaining to other yuality characteristics are
being gathered.

Data were analyzed from several experiments conducted in the pilot plant. One

was concerned with evaluating the effect of boiling in caustic-nitrate on fuel
element porosity as measured by total count. The others were designed to evaluate
various steps in the cleaning process. The concentrations of altrex and diversey
were varied; substitute cleaning agents were employed; and agitation by ultrasonics
was evaluated.

Quality Certification Program

As indicated previously, a recommendation had been made that the feasibility of
using quarter point measurements to compute the warp of a post-irradiated fuel
element be investigated. This investigation has been concluded, and the quarter
point measurements are now being routinely used to compute warp as recommended.
Although the reduction in measurement error is not e.:itreme, it reguires little
extra effort to calculete warp in this way. It does not involve taking more
measurements, since the guarter point measurements are routinely taken for Z&ciia-
meter calculations.

Several other investigations are being made in order to improve the reliability
of the post-irradiation fuel element data. The accuracy and precision of the
weigher was evaluated. Recommendations for further evaluations were made based
on the results of this analysis. Also, assistance was given in assessing the
magritude of errcrs associated with weasel data. Data are being collected to
accomplish this. A device for measuring fuel element length is also being cali-
brated, and its precision will be evaluated.

Fuel Element Failures

Several analyses were made to determine if rupture experience is indicative of a

real change in metal quality based on several months' experience. Allowances had
to be made for changes in reactor operating conditions using the accepted rupture
model.

Preliminary analyses indicate that measurement of post-irradiation porosity may
be a good indication of rupture potential. Although only a limited number of
post-irradiation porosity measurements have been taken, results found thus far
are encouraging. An accelerated investigation is being made of this.

Optimization of Reactor Operations

The investigation of "fixed” costs in the net return eguation is continuing. The
first aspect being studied is concerned with manpower requirements under different

123649412 g



e | E-3 " HW-52899

operating conditions. This includes overtime costs and possible loss of
efficiency in performing downtime work when several reactors are down simul-
taneously.

Closely related to this program is a specific problem dealing with the assign-
ment of supplemental crew personnel for charge-discharge work when more than

cne reactor is down. A simple method was developed of assigning these personnel
which minimizes the total charge-discharge time for the reactor complex.

The problem concerned with evaluating decision rules for changing reactor oper-
ating conditions on the basis of rupture performance was completed. In addition
to others, the two extreme rules were evaluated, where in one case the rupture
experience is essentially ignored, end in the other case, each small piece of
rupture information dictates operating conditions. The general method for eva-
luating other rules was also given.

Process Tube lesks

Discussions were held relative to the status report on the statistlical approach
to the tube leak problem. It was egreed that the potentially most fruitful ap-
proach will involve & more detailed breakdown of the location of leaks contri-
buting to subsequent extermal corrosion attack. Discussions were also held with
personnel supplying the probolog data in order to resolve some guestions that had
arisen in the previous analysis.

Final Product Specifications

Considerable work was done in computing the consumer's and producer's risks for
several combinations of values of the pertinent parameters. The results will be
included in the proposal for part by part acceptance currently being prepared.
An investigation 1s now being made of a sequential acceptance procedure to reduce
the risks involved.

CPD Control
Over-all plant B-PID's for fiscal year 1959 were computed using the minimum vari-
ance estimate of B-PID. This was done in order to demonstrate the usefulness of

this estimating procedure in better assessing the true situation, and can be use-
ful in better establishing operating goals and limits.

Radiation Protection Studies

Analysis of data from the experiment to investigate the effect of exposure angle
upon gamma f1lm badge response is continuing. A report will be issued in the near
future.

Experimental data to test the validity of the inverse square law as it applies
to radium gamma film badge calibrations were reanalyzed over several different
ranges of exposure.

Work continued on the statistical study for the Bioassay Operation to estimate

the precision and accuracy of biocassay plutonium deposition estimates from spike
samples.
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STATISTICAL AND MATHEMATICAL ACTIVITIES WITHIN EAPO

2000 Program - Zirconium Corrosion

Statistical analysis was initiated on data for an autoclave calibration study

being conducted by the Corrosion and Coatings Operation. The study will investi-
gate the corrosion of zirconium in the autoclave as a function of several variables,
including pressure and temperature. .

Analysis is being continued on data from a pilot study investigating effects of
sample position in the autoclave on corrosion.

2000 Program - Chemical Frocess Development

Data from several Sulfex dissolver runs were processed by multiple regression
technigques on the IEM-709. Knowledge of the main controlling variables should
lead to planned experiments whichk are amensble to statistical analysis, and
possibly to the determination of a realistic causal model of the dissolution
Pprocess.

LOOO Program - Swelling Studies

Work continued on the development of the functional representation of pore radii
distributions from micrographs of uranium samples.

LOOO Program - Matrematizal Analyses

Assistance was given in studying the properties of the solutions of a particular
second order linear differential equation with periodic coefficients which ex-
presses the transient behavior of a reactor during a period of variable reactivity.

A mathematizal model is being zomstructed to aid Fission Product Chemistry Opera-
tion in the study of the heat and mass transport characteristics of a fixed cata-
lyst bid during its regeneration phsase.

600C Program - Biolcgy and Mediczine

Work continued on statistical analysis and construction of a methematical model of
excretion in an experiment involving Pu inhalation by dogs.

STATISTITAL AND MATHEMATICAL ACTIVITIES FOR OTHER HAPO COMPONENTS

Contract and Accounting Operation

A discussion was held with Data Processing personnel in connection with the utili-
zation of IBM equipment. A cleasrer definition was made of the problem, and steps
were taken to acquire data necessary to answer some of the gquestions posed.

Relations Operatlion

Psychological test score data obtained from plant personnel who participated in
the "Understanding People" course during the past three years were analyzed.
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PROZRAMMING OPERATION
NOVEMBER 1959

A. FISSIONABLE MATERZALS - 200C PROGRAM

Special Radicisctopes

A draft of a report on “Ionium (Thorium-230} For Radioisotope Preparatiorn"

was completed. This report presents & detailed review of study thus far on
this subject. Altkough tke survey of the uranium ore processing industry is
not regarded as comprehensive, it kas beer sufficient tc shcw that a large
fraction of the industry has a pctential for reccvering thorium ccncentrates
ranging from 2 to 5.3 per cent ionium., These figures are interesting, in view
of the accepted values of eleven parts of thorium per million in the average
rocks of the earth's crust. This latter figure is about six to sixteen times
the amcunt allowable to provide the icnium contents reported above assuming
complete dissolution c¢f thorium and ionium.

B. REACTCR DEVELOPMENT - 40CC PROGRAM

PLUTONIUM RECYCLE PROGRAM

Cycle Analysis

Computer Code Develcpment. The RBU crcss section library was completed during
the month with the exception of key punching and checking whick will require
sn additional twc weeks. An errcr in the Mconte Carlo code was detected, which
is now being corrected. Work was continuei on tke input cods; in particular

a method was developed for carrying out & transformaticn of differential
anisotropic scattering cross sectizns from the laborstory to the center-
of-mass ccordinate system, which permits opticnal use of litrary data given
in laboratory coordinates.

A Meleager library tape was prepared for survey of mixed thorium-uranium-
plutonium fuel cycles. A series of Meleager burnup cases were run in order
to complete the check out of the code in ccmparison wit: earlier work. The
Yankee reactor lattice analyzed last year was repeated, giving apprcximately
the same results for bothk uranium and reactor-grade plutcrium loadings. The
long-burning (Phoenix) characteristic was observed for particular values of
the parameters, as before, and was fcund to be strongly influenzel by the fuel
geometry and total scattering cross section, which determine the rescnance
absorption characteristics of the fuel. Much more spectaculsr "Phoenix"
characteristics were as before obtained with plutonium feed kaving an arti-
ficially high ratio of Pu-240 tc Pu-239.

Debugging is incomplete on the integrated IBM-709 program which employs 18

original IBM-650 codes for the initial evaluation of self-sustaining plutenium
recycle in enriched thermal reactcrs. Tue integrated program operates but does
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not produce correct answers for every variable. The vagarities are being
cleared up with successive debug "shots" but the number of successive shots
reguired to finisk the code is most uncertain.

PRTR Plans and Schedules

Notice was received that 1.2 kg of high expcsure plutonium originally assigned
t¢ Hanford by the Division of Military Application has been withdrawn.

A report supporting a request fir about forty kilograms of higk Pu-240 plutonium
for PRP was ccmpleted. It was proposed in this report that this special type
of plutonium be produced by irradiation of production grade material in the
Savannah River reactors. Although the net amount of new funds needed to be
budgeted was greater for a case involving Hanford irradiation of depleted
uranium as an alternate production scheme for the high Pu-240 material, the
route via Savannah River is more stiractive because of minimum loss of pro-
duction grade plutonium and top product materials; Savannah River irradiation
is also favored because cof the satisfactory progress and experience being
galned with the trans-plutonium irradiation program and the minimum invelve-
ment of efforts at other sites. The shcrtening of the PRTR operating time
by about two years tc achieve certain program cbjectives is a major Justifi-
cation for the increased expenditures required by this high Pu-240 procure-
ment program.

A detailed schedule cf critical startup tests for the PRTR wag drawn up in
cooperation with the members of the startup council's committee on critical
tests. The description of the individusl tests is now under way.

Twenty-seven PRTR design tests were reviewed, as part of the PRTR Startup
Council activities.

PRTR Hazards Evaluation

An outline was prepared of the calculational methods used in evaluating the
consequences of a reactor asccident. This outline includes the data tables
which are available as well as the ejuaticns anmd genersl methods of calculsa-
tion. The outline was utilized in estimating the consegquences of a reactor
accident in the PRTR if the containment vessel were not present. A% month
end; this series of calculations was in preccess.

PLUTONIUM VALUE STUDY

The Combustion Engineering Pressurized Water Reactor design was studied to
form the tasis for determining the types ¢f plutonium fuel cycles tc be
examined In detail. Preliminary wsrk was also done on the development cf an
improved, high-speed eccncmics code. ’

C. BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE - 6000 PROGRAM

‘Radiningical Consultation

Consultation was rendered concerning Washington State needs in the field of
radiation prcotection, the need for limitation of rate a* which dese is
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received, the techniques used with detackable ionization chambers for measuring
the background gamma deoses in the vicinity of the plant, and calculaticn of the
dosage rates from Kr-85 liberated during the dissclving of irradiated fuel.

Advice was also provided on waste disposal problems in the nuclear industry,
emergency dose, radlological hazards of plutcnium, standards cn survey and
release of contaminated vehicles, and on the degree cf leak tightness needed
for reactor buildings and the effect of keeping the ventilation fans running.

A report was prepared covering the third gquarter, 1959, activities at Hanfcrd
related to the Radiological Sciences.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Banford requirements for test reactor space were compiled and transmitted to
the AEC at their request. The estimated space requirements (excluding those

in Hanford production reactors) result from seven existing or planned in-reazior
locps, plus approximately 500 capsule irradiations.

Dr. Joseph Kaplan, head of the International Geophysical Year Program fcr the
United States, has accepted an invitation to address the Hanford Science
Colloguium, His visit is tentatively scheduled for Masrch 22, 1960.

Drafts were prepared of the program dccuments for the four plant improvement
Programs for which HLO is resprnsible. Thess are: Biclogy and Medicine
Program; Plutonium Recycle Program; Other 4C00-5000 Programs; and Labeoratory
Facilities.

Assistance wag rendered in arranging for four tours {involving 89 pecple)
through HLO and HAPO facilities.

Assistance was rendered the AEC Division of Reaztor Development in fermulatirg
the plutonium recycle portion of their 10 year plan for civilian reactor

development.

Manager, Programming

LH McEwen:dl
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RADTATION PROTECTION CPERATION
MONTHLY REPORT - NOVEMEER 1959

A. ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL

L. G. Faust, R. C. Henle, R. C. Lawrence, and J. E. Atterberry were added to
the rolls of the Radiation Protection Operation. T. E. Ludlow was deactivated
to enter military service on November 6, 1959. The force of the Radiation
Protection Operation now totals 133.

B. ACTIVITIES

There were no new plutonium deposition cases confirmed during the month. The
total number of deposition cases that have occurred at HAPO is 237 and 170 are
currently employed.

A potentially contaminated skin break occurred to an operator at the Purex plant.
After superficial removal of about 40,000 d/m (0.02 uc/Pu) from his thumb, a pre-
cautionary check was made in the Whole Body Counter (WBC). About 5,000 d/m Pu

was still remaining, apparently just under the skin.. Skin scraping by an Industrial
Physician reduced this amount to 4,000 d/m. No further action was planned. A
total of 16 people was examined in the WBC during the month. One of these was a
nonemployee, 12 were routine examinations, and three were involved in radiation
incidents.

Positive findings of Zn65 in 95 per cent of the subjects examined in the Whole Body
Counter led to investigation of sources of this radicisotope in humans. In addi-
tion to previously reported Zn > in Columbia River water, scme Pacific Ocean sea
foods were examined as possible sourcegsof this radiolsotope. Pacific oysters
showed the highest concentration of Zn “ in the sea foods examined and averaged

4 x 1075 pc/gm oysters. A steady dietary habit of one pound of such oysters per
we%k would result in less than five per cent of the permissible body burden for

Zn°% “for persons in the neighborhood of controlled areas'

Data accumulated in the WBC during the past several monthsappears. to indicate that
emgloyees working in the 100 Areas have a statistically different body burden of
Zn®> than thg balance of the people examined to date. On the average the body
burden of Zn°2 in 100 Area employees is 70 per cent greater than other employees.
The sourge of this difference in body burden can probably be attributed to the
small Zn®> content in the drinking water in the 100 Areas. Although it is possible
to measureég difference between these two groups of employees, the maximum measure-
ment of Zn”/ in the body to date in the WBC represents omly 0.1% of the maximum
permissible body burden (occupational).

On November 16, the WBC was taken out of operation for installation of 1/8-inch
lead lining on the interior walls of the iron cell. This work which will result
in a desired reduction in the counting background will be completed early in
December. A work order was issued to modify the hydraulic controls on the door
to the iron cell for safety reasons. This work is expected to be campleted in
January. The Plant-wide brochure for the Wholé Body Counter was campleted for
distribution next manth. .

UNCLASSIFIED
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Analyses of Columbia River water obtaine% at Vancouver, Washington, for the past
several months indicated Cr5l, N > and P32, in that order, to be the most
abundant radioisotopes and account for over 90% of the total radioisctopic content
of the river at that point. A series of large volume (ten gallon) samples was
obtained to substantiate previcus estimates of downstream radioisotopic concentra-
tions in the river. These estimates have heen based on extrapolation of measure-
ments obtalned at Pasco and tended to overestimate the actual downstream conditions
due to such things as uptake by living organisms and silting out. The daily
quantity (in curiesg of these radiocactive m%terials passigg & point near Vancouver
was estimated at Crol - 900, Np239 - 70, Zn® - 20, and P4 - 20. These radio-
isotopes in the Columbia River water at Vancouver represent O. 2% - 0. 5% of the
drinking water MPC"for ‘persons in the neighborhood of controlled areas'

A program to exchange film badges and their calibration and their interpretation
was initiated between HAPO and the Dow Chemical Campany Plant at Rocky Flats and
the University of California at Los Alamos. The cbjective of this program is to
assess the uniformity of calibration and interpretation techniques between the
various AEC sites.

The automatic film processor was placed into routine operation. The use of air
agitation in the stop bath and in the fixer solution resulted in a 60% savings

in the amount of nitrogen gas required. The processing solutions were used for three
weeks with no apparent decrease in strength. - Microflex timers were added in the wash
water time cycle so that delays of 30 or 60 minutes in the wash water can be selected.
An alarm was mounted in series with the main electrical power line to the automatic
film processor so that it will actuate whenever the power to the machine is inter-
rupted.

Lucite frames and cover windows for five prototype eye dosimeters were ordered.
Delivery, which is promised for December, will provide the materials for assembly
of prototype eye dosimeters for field tests.

The first ionization chamber finger ring was received from Product Engineering
Company. Initial performance studies are in progress. The use of an "induction"
reading plan whereby direct contact with the electrodes of the ring is not
required has shown some promise in preliminary studies. The advancement of
"induction" reading to a wide variety of ionizatian chambers is being considered.
This system may also be used for charging ionization chambers and circumvents the
problems encountered in making positive reproducible contacts with ionization
chamber electrodes.

A tritium air sample chamber, interpreted through the application of pulse reader
principles, was tested during the month and indicated that one MFC (2 x 103 uc/cc)
of tritium gas could be detected in a few minutes. Two chambers of an improved
design are now being fabricated for final performance evaluation. These chambers
have been designed primarily for use in the PRIR program.

Data collection with the iodine adsorption sampler was confinued at the 327
Building location. Favorable performance of this system continued.

UNCLASSIFIED
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One employee of Radiological Development assisted Programming Operation in the
calculation of the expected radiological comsequences of an accident involving
the rupture of the FRTR containment vessel.

Construction of the Columbia River continuocus monitoring facility neared comple-
tion. Copper clad steel ordered for fabrication of the main water tank has not
been delivered. Action was initiated to expedite shipment of this material or
to utilize a suitable substitute.

The annual report of all plutonium deposition cases on record was prepared for
distribution to pertinent supervision.

At the request of RPO studies were initilated by Biology to determine the effective-
ness of tourniquets and/or suction cups for limiting the movement of plutonium in
the skin following skin punctures.

At the request of AEC-HOO an exposure summary was prepared on a former employee
of J. A. Jones Campany whose private attorney has Alleged radiation injury
resulting fran Hanford exposure. The total exposure of this employee as measured
by persomnel meters was less than 0.5 r.

The Manager, Calibrations, was designated as the radium custodian for HAPO (as
it was several years ago). Other departments were asked to report their radium
holdings so that central control and accountability can be re-established.

Minor plotting room procedural changes were tested in & radioclogical emergency
exXercise in the 703 Building. .

Contributions were made to preparation of a report for presentation at the Governor'
Advisory Council on Atamic Energy.

C. EMPLOYEE RELATICNS

There was a total of one minor injJury for a frequency of 0.52. One security
violation cccurred during the month.

The Radiatiopn Protection exhibit was displayed and well received at the Governor's
Tenth Annual Industrial Safety Conference at Olympia, Washington, on November 12
and 13, 1959.

Radiological training included: A two-hour lecture on "Basic Aspects of Radia-
tion" to 30 PEDO personnel; three information and orientation talks were presented
to Plutonium Metallurgy and Biology Research personnel; a one and ane-half hcur
lecture on plutonium hazards to 308 Building persomnel; a one hour talk on "Use

of Portable Instruments" to 325 Building personnel; a l5-minute talk on "Thorium
Hazards" as part of the 321 Building Safety Meeting; and 16 hours of lectures and
field training to 25 employees assigned to PRIR.

There were no suggestions received for evalustion. There are no ocutstanding sugges-
tions at month end.
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D. SIGNIFICANT REPORTS

HW-€62699 '"Analysis of Radiological Data for the Manth of October, 1959" by
R. L. Junkins. }

HW-62873 "Monthly Report - November 1959, Radiation Monitoring Operation” by
A. J. Stevens.

HW-6272hk "Shielding Efficiency of Heavy Element Neoprene Gloves at Low X-ray
Energies" by T. C. Mehas. .

UNCLASSIFIED
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Sample Type and Location

Drinking Water

100-F Area
Separations Areas
Pasco

Kennewick
Richland

Columbia River Water

Above 100~B Area
100~-F Aresa

Hanford Ferry

Pasco

McNary Dam

Vancouver, Washington

Ground Water

Outlying Test Wells

Atmosphere

J-131 Separations Areas
I-131 Separations Stacks
Active Particles ~ Project

_Active Particles - Environs

Vegetation

Separations

Residential

Eastern Washington and

- Oregon

Fission Products less
I-131 - wash. and Ore.

* The § MPCgr is the percent of the maximum permissible limit for continuous

Activity
Type

Isctopic
Gross Beta
Isotopic
Isotopic
Gross Betsa

Gross Beta
Isotopic
Gross Beta
Isotopic
Gross Beta
Gross Beta

Gross Beta

I-131
I-131

I-131
1-131

1-131
Gamma
Enitters

G-5

Monthly
Average

<

FHEVW P
- - L] - .
VoD

1.7 %

4,7 x
<1l.5x

< l.5 %

1.0 x

10-7

10-8

1013

10-6
10-6

10-6

10-5

HW-62899G

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING - RESULTS (October 26, 1959 - November 22, 1959)

Units*

% MPCqp
uc/ce
% MPCGI
% MPCo1
ue/ee

uc/ece
% MPCGI
uc/ce
% MPCGI
ue/ece
uc/ec

uc/ce

uc/ce

curies/week
ptle/100 m3
ptle/100 m3

ue/em
ue/em

pe/gn

pe/gn

Trend**
Factor

cccupational exposure to the gastrointestinal tract calculated from drinking

water limits,

**% The trend factor shows the n-fold increase (+) or decrease (-) from last month,
where values of n less than 2 will not be noted.
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EXPOSURE EVALUATICN AND RECORDS

Exposure Incidents Above Permissible Limits

Whole Body Localized

Novenmber 0 0
1959 to Date T 9
Gamma Pencils

Pencils Paired Readings Paired Readings Lost

Processed 100-280 mr Over 280 mr Readings
November 21,328 105 4 0
1959 to Date 273,027 1,131 48 1k

Beta-Gamma Film Badges
Badges Readings Readings Readings Lost Average Dose
Processed 100-300 mrads 300-500 mrads Over 500 mrads Readings Per Film Packet
mrad(ow) mr(s)

November 9,803 831 ok 29 25 10.53 12.63
1959 to
Date 116,677 9,318 907 227 439 7.33 15.39

Neutron Film Badges
Film Readings Readings Readings Lost
Processed 50-100 mrem 100-300 mrem Over 300 mrem Readings

Slow Neutron

November 1,193 0 0 0] T
1959 to Date 13,63L 20 2 o Th
Fast Neutron
November 301 13 1 0 6
1959 to Date 1,911 50 - 18 0 71
Bicassay November 1959 to Date
Plutonium: Samples Assayed -8 808 8,293
Results above 2.2 x 10 uc/sample 21 392
Fission Products: Samples Assayed 807 8,240
Results above 3.1 x 1072 uc FP/sample 1 3L
Uranium: Samples Assayed 229 2,935

Confirmed Plutonium Deposition Cases 0] 13%

*This brings the total number of plutonium deposition cases which have occurred
at Hanford to 237.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Uranium Analyses

Following Exposure
pue U/cc

Units of 10~

G-7

HW-62899

Following Period 8f No Exposure
Units of 1077 uc U/cc

Sample Description

Number
Maximum Average Samples

Fuels Preparation L8 L.7
Hanford Laboratories 35 5.7
Chemical Processing 115 8.8
Chemical Processing* 18 11

Special Incidents 13 5.2
Random l.2 5.2

50
22
2k
2
2
>

Number
Maximum Average Samples

11 2.3 50
2L k.1 65
3.8 43

36

* Samples taken prior to and after a specific job during work week.

Thyroid Checks

Checks Taken
Checks Above Detection Limit

Hand Checks

Checks Taken - Alpha
- Beta-gamma

Skin Contamination

Plutonium
Fission Products ..
Uraniums

CALIBRATIONS

Portable Instruments
CP Meter

Juno

GM

Cther

Total

Personnel Meters
Badge Film
Pencils

Other

Total
Miscellaneous Special Services

Total Number of Calibrations

AR Keene:ke

1239954

1959 to Date

November

0 0

0 o}
33,243 386,283
49,304 369,169
19 272
23 415
7 116

Number of Units Calibrated

November 1959 to Date
935 10,630
270 3,306
823 1&,83%
1 2,18

518 30,99
1,800 11,435
836 13,119
L39 4,579
3,075 29,133
295 4,183
5,558 C 64,269

Caame__

Radiation Protection
UNCLASSIFIED
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LABORATORY AUXILIARTES OPERATION
MONTHLY REPORT - NOVEMBER, 1959

GENERAL

Safety performunce of the operation was considered marginal. There were no
major injuries; the minor injury frequency rate was 2.53 which is below:
average experience. However, two minor injuries could have resulted in
serious injuries.

There were no security violations charged to the Operation.

TECHNICAL SHOPS OPERATION

Total productive time for the month was 13,321 hours. This intludes 12,159
performed in the Technical Shops, T30 assigned to Minor Congtruction, 158

to other project shops, and 27L hours to off-site vendors. The total shop
backlog is 25,547 hours of which 50% is required in the current month, with
the remainder distributed over a three-month period. Overtime worked during
the month was 3.8% (599 hours) of the total available hours.

Distribution of time was as follows:

Man-Hours % of Total

Fuels Preparation Department . 1992 15.0
Irradiation Processing Department 562 4,2
Chemical Processing Department 321 2.4
Hanford Lzboratories Operation 9187 69.0
Construction Engineering & Utilities 933 7.0
Miscellaneous 326 2.4

Emergency service requests again declined rermitting a reduction in the
cvertime work required. Other factors indicating the shops may be entering
a period of relative normalcy are the reduction in total backlog and the
lesser amount of work being subcontracted to J. A. Jones Co. and off-site
shops. The excepticn to this statement is the Glass Shop where backlog is
high and the situation complicated by the working force being temporarily
depleted by the resignation of a glass technician. For the first time in
recent history certain glass work is being subcontracted to off-site
vendors. This work consists of pipettes, stirrers, etc. where multiple
numbers were required and specifications could be formulated.

One open requisition is on file to replace the glass technician who resigned.

Security performance was considered satisfactory with no violations. Safety
performance was considered marginal with 8 medical treatment injuries,

two of which could have resulted in serious injury to personnel involved.
Disregard of safety instructions and procedures was the main cause in both
accidents.
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RADTOGRAPHIC TESTING OPERATION

A total of 8,565 tests were made, of which 970 were radiographic
(including x-ray and gamma-ray) and 7,595 were supplementary tests.

Out of a total of 3,066 man-hours, 727 (23.7%) were in connection with
radiographic tests, and 2,339 (76.3%) were used on supplementary tests.
The supplementary test work included: autoclave, borescope, dimensional
measurement (micrometric), eddy current, magnetic particle, penetrant
(fluorescent 0.D. and I.D.), stress analysis (static and dynamic electric
strain gages), surface treatment (pickling and alkzline cleaning), and
ultrasonic (flaw detection and thickness measurements).

' The number of pieces handled this month totzled 6,364 items. The feet
of material represented by these items amounted to 60,126 feet. The
large number of pieces handled and the corresponding high footage
achieved is only possible with the tubular products currently being
tested.

Work wzs done for 23 different organizational components representing
most of the operating departments and service organizations. A total

of U7 reports were issued detziling test findings with conclusions =znd
recommended action. Radlographic Testing Operation was consulted on 25
different cccasions for zdvice and information on general testing theory
and applications for other than the Jobs tabulated in Part I1 -« Testing
Statistics.

The status of the testing and treatment of the PRIR process tubes is as
follovs:

1. Ready for shipment to the contructor - 18 tubes completely
tested, pickled, autoclaved and straightened.

2. Ready for straightening - 28 tubes completely tested, pickled,
and autoclaved,

3. For ultrasonic évaluation - 4 tubes preliminary tests, pickled,
and autoclaved.

4, For reprocessing:

20 tubes having heavy corrosion product and/or acid
staining.

27 tubes having moderate to heavy corrosion product
and/or acid staining.

NPR work has not yet progressed beyond some design items, although con-
siderable planning has been completed. Principsl effort is currently
being expended upon building modifications and some equipment items. The
building work includes; installation of a sprinkler system, additional
hest, and structurzl modifications. The equipment items receiving first
sttention are the autoclave, alkaline cleaning, bath extension, =nd the
recirculzting hot zir iryer extension.
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Zirconium sheath tubing testing for both Ceramic Fuels and Plutonium
Metallurgy continued at a high level. During the past month ultrasonic
testing of the tubing has been firmly established using 2 4 mil sensitivity
limit. Alsc, continued evaluation of eddy current testing has allowed
placing more value on this test as 3 screening procedure. Finished fuel
element examinations continued to keep place with the tubing teeted and
represented another large area of testing. Radlographic facilities in
Building 325, were completed and will allow better and more expeditious
testing.

An extensive field job was undertaken at the PRIR site involving the cooling
coil in the biological field. Numerous smzll dismeter pipe welds were
examined under difficult field conditions. A1l of the work was done on an
expedited basis to allow placing of concrete.

Testing Statistics

No.of Ft.of Weld No.of

Component Tests or Material Pieces Descripticn

CE&U 253 129 253 Weld qualiification coupons, PRIR

CPD 140 102 71 X-ray welds on vessel; x-raiy
welds on multi purpose dis-
solver; x-ray welds on zuto-
clave., '

FPD 136 100 136 NPR Fuel Elements.

HLO 6,450 59, ka7 6,283 X-ray dogs for tumor in lungs;

: X-ray saw blades for weld in-
tegrity; 9/16" C.D., zr-2 clad,
swaged ceramiz fuel rcdg; A80"
I.D. x .035" wall x 8' iong zr-2
tubes; x-ray fuel rcds for core
location for thermo tips; PRIR
Calandria, x-ray rcds for thermo
cycling project; 9/16" 0.D. zr-2
clad; 505" I.D. x .030" wzll x 9
long; 687" I.D. x .057" wall x
10' long; .505" I.D. x .030" wall
x 9' long 2r-2 tubes; autoclave
container vessels; 1/4" 0.D. s.s.
tubes, 12' long; build up film on
17' 3" tube; 1-1/L" 0.D. s.5.;
pickling preparation; fluorescent
penetrant test; 2 s.s. diagrams
.020" x 30" diameter; check flawe;
magnetic particles, helium stcrage
vessels; acid etch zirconium tube:
audigage thickness meas. socot flar
back lines on 184 - H beilers.
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No.of Ft.of Weld No.of
Component Tests or Material ©Pieces Description

IPD 1,586 368 121 Radiograph two horizontal control
rods; radiograph four blocks to
determine quality casting; fluor-
escent penetrant test, pigtails to
detect surface irregularities.
Magnetic particle on helium storage
tank; procedure for the verifi-
cation of bulk temperature surges
at the DR reactor; audigage thick-
ness readings on (2) s.s. acid
storage vessels.

Total 8,565 60,126 6,860

CONSTRUCTION OPERATION

During the month forty-three CPFF work orders were issued to J. A. Jones
Company amounting to $103,679 and one fixed-price order amounting to $16,500.
Six supplements to HL orders were issued amounting to $3,122. Total authori-
zations issued is $123,301.

There were forty-three existing HL orders at the beginning of the month with
e total remaining unexpended balance of $lp,380.

There were a total of twenty-three old CE&U orders active at the beginning of the
month and eix of these were closed out during the month. Total remaining unex-
pended balance of the seventeen orders is $172,87h. Two supplements were

issued in the amount of $5,125 which is included in the aforementioned

figure.

J. A. Jones Company expenditures on Hanford Laboratories work during Ncvember

were $84,088.

Summary
HL CE&U
Unexpended Unexpended
No. Balance No. Balance
Orders outstanding beginning of
Month L3 $ Uu6,380 23 $ 221,108
Issued during the Month (Inc.
Supplements) Ll 123,301 -- 5,125
J.A. Jones Expenditures during
Month -- 30,509 -- 53,359
Balance at Month End Le $ 139,172 17 $ 172,874
Orders Closed out during the Month b1 2k, 521% 6 51,103%
¥ TFace value of orders closed.
UNCLASSIFIED
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J. A. Jones Expenditures - § &4,088
HL Orders Issued - 128,425
HL Orders Closed 75,624
Total Backlog 312,046

Autnorizations to Jones Company during tne montn exceeded expenditures
during thne month by 50%. The work backlog is reasonable and monthly
expenditures are close to forecast.

FACILITTES ENGINEERING OPERATION

Projects

The following summarizes the status of HLO project activity.

Number of authorized projects at month end: 23

Number of projects authorized during month: 2
CGH-877 Pyrochemiczl Testing Facility - 321-A
Building - HW~503.
CAH-878 Additional Facilities for Isotope Study on
Animals - 141-C Building.

Projects completed during month: 2
CGH~-829 Building 325 Basement Improvements.
CGH-838 Fission Product Volatilization Studies
Testing Facility - 292-T Building.

Project proposals submitted to the AEC during month: 2
CGH-879 High Temperature, High Pressure Autoclave
Facility - 306 Building.
CGH-882 5000 Ton Hydraulic Press.

Projects awaiting AEC approval: 3
CGH-879 High Temperature, High Pressure Autoclave
Facility - 306 Building.
CGH-882 5000 Ton Hydraulic Press.
CGH-874 Consolidation of Plutonium Metallurgy Facilities.

Project proposals in preparation: 5
Rattlesnake Springs Radioecology Research Area.
Geological & Hydrological Wells - FY-1960.
327 Building Modifications.
Physical Constants Test Reactor.
Critical Mass Laboratory - Stage II.

The attached project report details the status of individual projects.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Engineering Services

Title

326 Building Retention Waste
Sump Modifications

Additional Lab Hoods & Air
Exhaust Modifications - 1L4L6-FR

Glycol Heat Exchangers - 325-A
Improve Process Ventilation, Labs
204 & 206 - 3706 Building

329 Building Cooling Probtlem
Compressed Air Bystem, 231-Z
Building

Revised Electrical Service
1705-F Building

Air Conditioning Room 4 141-H
Building

Ventilation - 314 Building
Fire Detection System - 1U44-FR
Electrical Modifications -
Room 24-A - 326 Building

Modifications, 3707-C Building

Lead Lining, Shielded Personnel
Monitoring Cell - 747-A Building

Winterize 306 Building Heating
& Ventilating System

Space Rearrangement - 3706 Building

Animal Farm Disposal System 1hl-M
Building

1239900

H-6 HW-62899

Status

Field work in progress.
Field work in progress.
Field work essentially complete on

first of four units.

Field work complete.

Detail design is progressing.

Existing compressor relocated. New
unit onesite. Work is complete except
for control c¢ircuits.

Work complete.

Installation work pending delivery

of equipment.

Estimates have been completed.

Design work complete. Work order
issued for installation.

Work crder has been issued for field
work.

Computer section modifications essentially
complete. Conversion of cffices in lunch
room not started.

Field work 25% complete.

Field work complete.

Field work in progress. Work scheduled
for completion in December.

Design complete. Estimate 1s being

prepared.
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Title Status

108-F Building Solvent, Acid & Cost estimate being prepared.

Cylinder Storage

Electric Hoist - Graphite Shop - Design complete. Estimate to be re-

3730-C Building ceived on alternate proposal.

Refrigerated Air Conditioning Design complete. Awaiting cost estimate

Room 130 - 1L6-FR Building for equipment from vendors.

Reacter Room Exhaust Ventilation Design in progress for exhaust dampers

Control 326 Building Basement to be controlled by alpha air samplimg
device.

Revision to Cell Door Mechanism Design completed.

T4T-A Building

Pressure Vessel Study All vessels are marked for audigaging
and the safety valve inspection is in
progress.

Drofting & Design Services

The drafting work load is normal with a heavy backlog in electronics. The
branch offices have sufficient work to keep all personnel busy. The Kirk
Contract personnel (2 in 3706 and 1 each in 308 and 325 Building) will leave
during December. Their contract expires December 31, 1959. One important
Job which is difficult to fill is that of electronics designer presently
being filled by a Kirk employee. CE&U cannot continue this work (estimated
at 96 man weeks) because of shortage of personnel.

Design and drafting work in progress includes the following:

PRTR prototype loop - "As-Built" - 31k Building.

Manipulator Model II "As-Built" - 327 Building.

Calandria revisions during fabrication - PRTR.

Miscellaneous equipment for high level radjochemistry cell - 325 Bldg.
PRTR Puel Examination Ducts.

PRIR Gas Loop - In-Reactor.

Post Heat Treat Roller.

Shielding for Tensile Machine - 326 Building.

Autoclave installation, 306 Building. A

10. Transfer Hood with Conveyor - to Transfer Pu Oxide - 308 Building.
11. Fuel Rod Wire Machine - 308 Building.

12. Vacuum Box for Welding of Fuel Elements.

13. Modifications to Billet Lathe and Hood.

14. Transistorizing of Radiation Monitoring Circuits.

.

\O 3 Ovw\» F’u)l.\)}—‘
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In addition to the above work, miscellaneous small design-drafting jobs are
in progress.

Design and drafting work is being performed on layout and details of projects
CGH-834 - Modifications and Additions to High Pressure Loop, 189-D Building;
and CGH-838, Fission Product Volatilization Studies Test Facility - 292-T
Building.

Maintenance & Building Engineering - Landlord Functions

Costs: October - $126,783
September - $118,607
FY thru October - $u27,807

Analysis of Costs: The $427,807 expenditure through October represents 29.3%
of the budget. The expenditure pattern was revised 4o accommodate a budget cut.
The component costs are still being revised in an attempt to provide a realistic
picture. Cost continued to rise this month as was expected with the high level
of maintenance in preparation for winter, and with a substantial activity in
improvement work. Painting has started to taper off with major repainting being
postponed.

Unusual Maintenance:

Jtem Qctober FY Thru October
Heating & Ventilating Correction $ 2,25 $ u,643
Relocation & Alteration 5,884 10,798
Move Furniture o* 237
Paint 1,359. 3,763
Electrical Improvements L2o 1,342
Lighting 24y 392
Refilter 0 T01
Miscellaneous 4ol 765

$ 10,651 $ 22,551

*Charged in general.

Miscellaneocus

Approximately 245 drawings including sketches, work sheets, and formal
drawings were completed Jduring the month of November by the Drafting Component.

Approximately 19,000 square feet of prints were reproduced during the month.

The total estimated value of the 27 requisitions issued during the month was
$141,000.
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION OPERATION

The procedure for off-site distribution of uncategorized classified
reports is being reviewed and will be modified. It is expected that

the new procedure will require that HOO-AEC approve all off-site dis-
tribution of such reports. The report distribution will be delayea,
compared to our present practices, if distributed at all. Official in-
structions from HOO setting up the new procedure have not been received but
changes in File practices are being readied, new forms are being drafted,
and instructions to the field are being prepared.

The new requirement has already caused considerable inconvenience to HAPO
authors. One document, HW-6277L4, "Eighth High Temperature Fuel Meeting --
Preliminary Data Only", should have been mailed off-site on 11-20-59 to the
individuals who were to attend the meeting. At month's end HOO had not
approved off-site mailing of the documents. The author has indicated that
the copies cannot be received now in time for the meeting and that HAPO may
have to drop out of the program.

A letter was received from the HOO Classification Officer encouraging HAPO
review of NPR documents classified SECRET - RESTRICTED DATA for possible
downgrading in accordance with the NPR Classification Guide. The Specialist,
Classification-Declassification will undertske z review of all Secret documents
related to NPR activities. The number of HAPO documents involved is roughly
estimated to be 230. Since it will take some time to complete the review, the
Specialist, Clessification-Declassificztion advised the NPR Pro ject Operation
that documents of current interest and usefulness will be given priority
attention at their request.

Plans are being made to insert a notice in Management Newsletters of all
Departments reminding employees that unclassified papers prepared for pre-
gentation at classified or "secured" meetings, must be processed through the
same clearance procedure as papers presented at an "open" meeting. At the
present time unclassified papers prepared for presentation at "secured" meetings
do not receive a routine review and clearance on the mistaken assumption that
the proceedings of a "secured" meeting will be published as classified documents
and that the unclassified papers are protected from broad public distribution by
the overall classification of the proceedings. Experience has shown this
assumption to be incorrect and the review procedures will be tightened to close
this loophole.

A letter has also been distributed to the field in an attempt tc evaluate the
need for locating microcard readers at strategic spots throughout the plant.
A growing number of AEC reports are now obtainable only in microcard form and
the only available readers are in the 3760 Building. Seven readers were bud-
geted for in the Operation's FY-1960 Office Equipment Budget but these will
not be procured (Cost - $350 each) until the need for them has been firmly
estzblished.

UNCLASSIFIED

12399b3



UNCLASSIFIED H-10 | HW-62899

As indicated in an earlier report, we are no longer preparing a recelving
report for Accounts Payable on periodical subscriptions. Accounts Payable
has agreed that the Library's check-in records could be used in lieu of the
receiving report but that these records (the Library's) shall be subject to
periodic audits. During the month, Accounts Payable made a sample audit cf
publications ordered by the Library since June. Of the forty items checked,
all bu* one had been received or claimed. The single exception was an over-
sizht on the Library's part. The result satisfied the condition that the
Library's records of receipt are considered adequate for financial control.

The znnual membership lists have been sent to Department Man=gers for approval
of 1960 renewale. Three managers have already returned their lists. Chances
are favorable that the composite list of 211 HAPO memberships can be submitted
to the AEC in ample time to get their final approval before the end of 1959.

An award of $100 was won by J. E. Brown, Writer & Clearance Specialist, for
a suggestion that glossy photos used in pzpers submitted for clearance be
replaced by inexpensive copies prepared by the A. B. Dick photo-transfer
process. If the suggestion is widely accepted on the plent, worthwhile
savings can be achieved.

Work Volume Statistics

October November

Document Distribution and Files
Documents routed and zischarged (copies) 17,780 17,305
Documents issued (copies) 12,522 9,501
Documents sent off-site (copies) 3,941 4,5L9
Document reserves filled (copies) 798 672
Documents picked up and delivered 19,662 18,u465
Document Accountability
Holders of classified documents whose files
were inventoried 66T 310
Documents inventoried in Files (ccpies) 7,963 23,822
Documents destroyed or retired (copies) 3,912 7,968
Documents revised (copies) 827 958
Dosuments pulled and documents filed (copies) 13,280 11,765
Documents reclassified ‘ 171 439
Accountable copies of SECRET and DCCUMENTED
CONFIDENTIAL documents on-site 212,961 212,719
Reference and Publication
Books cataloged (new titles) 103 142
Books added to the collection (volumes) 228 350
Rezdy reference questions answered by pro-
fessional staff 98 95
Literature searches by professional staff 111 93
Reports abstracted (titles) 268 323
Formal reports prep.red (titles) 8 7
Off-site requests for HAPO reports (copies) ak2 29k
Reports rele:sed to CAP (titles) 23 21
UNCLASSIFIED
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UNCLASSIFIED H-11

Library Acquisitione and Circulation
Books ordered (volumes)
Periodicals ordered
Books circulated (volumes)
Periodicals circulated (issues)
Inter-Library loans
Films borrowed or rented
Industrizl film showings
Bound periodicals added to the collection

Library Collection:

Main Library W-10 Library 180-F Library

No.of Books 28,048 5,285 1,515

No.of bound
periodiczls 12,800 1 L,u3L
40,843 8,286 2,946

lagsification and Declassification

Documents, including drawings and photographs
A reviewed for downgrading or declzssification

Documents and pspers (intended for orzl pre-
sentation or publicaticn) reviewed for sppropriate
classification

Documents submitted to Declzssificztion
Branch, Ozk Ridge

EW-52899 -
October November
235 260
398 765
2,120 1,578
3,780 3,254
65 9A
17 19
60 3
ol 140
Ind. Med. Total
1,990 39,0348
96 1k, 328
2,086 54,108

2 5

Ly 11

o) iR

Manzager,
Lzborztory Auxiliaries

JL Boyd: jew
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UNCLASSIFIED I-1 HW-62899-

PROFESSIONAL PLACEMENT AND
RELATIONS PRACTICES OPERATION

MONTHLY REPCRT

GENERAL

As of November 30th, the staff of the Hanford laboratories totalled 1320 em-
ployees, ircluding 634 exempt and 686 ronexempt. There were 547 employees
possessing tecknical degrees, including 336 B.S., 112 M.S. and 99 Ph.D.

HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY

The medical treatment frequency for November was 1.48 ss compared with 1.51
last month. There were L security violations during November, bringing the
total for the year to date to L2,

During the montk, & pressure accumulator in 314 Building basement failed wkile
under pressure of 18,000 psi. The end plug was ejected as & result of an in-
adequate number of threads of the proper quality to withstand the pressure.
There were no employees injured although the damage totalled $3500.

A machinist accidently teacked = mobile crane into the shop door with irjury
to his hand and $100 damage to the door.

PROFESSIONAL FLACEMENT

During November, HAPC participated ir Ph.D. recruiting st M.I.T., Okhio State.
Colorado, Utah, Wisconsin, Iowa State, Iows, Oregon Sta*te, Oregon, and Californis.
Referrels from these and schools previouszly visited this year are being re-
ceived in increasing numbers for HAPO conziderstion. Teree Pr.D. cardidates
visited for interviews during November and one offer was extended to s Fh.D.
candidate. :

Mid-year campus visitations heve been completed except for four southwestern
schools scheduled eerly in December. No mid-year offers have besn extended
to date; however, an appreciable number of June graduates haeve teen develioped
as candidates. Seven offers were exterded to BS/MS experienced personnel
durirg the month and five offer acceptznces were received.

Two Techrnical Graduates were added to tke Program during the month and four
were placed on permanent assignment. On November 30th there were 67 Technical
Graduates and 7 Technician Trainees on the Programs.

TRAINING

One Laboratories manager participated in the leaders training course for
"Business Operations in the Changing BEnvirorment". The Informstion and Ori-
entation Series continued during November with presentations by members of
the Operations Resecarch and Syatkesis component.

EMPLOYMENT

Eleven requisitions were filled during November. With the receipt of 8 requi-
sitions g cancelliations and 5 placed or & hold basis, there were 7 openings

123697
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UNCLASSIFIED | - I-2 HW-62899

at month's end, for which 4 candidates are in process, 2 transfers pending and
one yet to te procured.

COMMUNZICATZIONS

According to information from the Relatiorns Operstion, distribution of the G.E.
Monogram at Hanford will soon te extended to all ron-unit, nonexempt employszs
as well as the current distritution list to exempt employees. A new bulk
distribution for HID printed communicestions material has been approved and

is in the process of implementation. Extensive efforts have gone into the
preparation of & half-hour television show, "Radiation Protection at Hanford",
which will te brozdcasted on KEPR TV on December 17th. H. M. Parker will
discuss film sequences on HIO radiation protection, environmental monitoring
and radiological sciences programs.

A a e

Marager,
Professional Placement
and Relationa Practices

T3 Marshall:tr

12390711



UNCLASSIFIED I-3 HW-62899.

TABLE II NONEXEMPT EMPLOYMENT

Nonexempt Employment Status Oct. Nov. Nonexempt Trensfer Request Oct, Nov.
Requisitions Transfers
At end of month 15 7 Active cases at end of mo. 80 80
Cancelled . 3 5% Cancelled ’ 4 4
Peceived 12 8 New 4 5
Filled 23 11 Transfers effected 4 1

* Includes 2 requisitions placed on hold.

UNCLASSIFIED
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C - Technical Graduate and Technician Training Program
Month ending November 30, 1959

T1G_Program TT Program
Number of Personnel cn Assignment 67 7

(HAPO Tech Grad Program.......59
(Western District E. Pevevenoes 8

Distribution of Assignments by Departments

HLO 21 2
CE&UO 3 C
FPD 0 C
IPD 34 5
CPD 9 s
Distribution cf Assignments by Function
R&D cr Engineering 48 7
Other 19 C

1239980
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FINANCIAL OPERATION MONTHLY REPCRT
NOVEMBER 1959

Personnel
There were no personnel changes during Novasmbsr.
Activities

GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFERATION

A report of results was issued for the physical inventory of movable cataloged
equipment in the custody of Laboratory Auxiliaries Operation. Eight hundred and
thirty four items were physically counted valued at $1,531,480. Three items
valued at $630 were added to record as compared to three items valued at $1,850
in the FY 1959 inventcry. One item valued at $180 was not located this physical
inventory whereas all equipment was located in the FY 1959 inventory. The fact
that only one item was missing, indicates close control over equipment and the
use of proper procedures, particularly in view of the relocation of Radiographics
Testing equipment from the 200 East Area to White Bluffs.

All field work in connection with the physical inventory of mcvable cataloged
equipment in the custcdy of Biology is complete and the field reconciliation is
in progress. A listing of unlocated items was forwarded to the Section Manager
requesting that the equipment be located or a missing property report be prepared.

Preparations were compieted and a procedure distributed for the inventory of mov-
able cataloged equipment in the custody of Pnysics and Instrument R&D Operation.
This inventory will begin December 1k, 1959 with an anticipated completion Jate
of December 3C, 1959.

All Reactor and Special Material custodians were advised of the forthcoming
annual physical inventory at the end of December 1959. Custodians were requested
to submit inventory information tc be compiled and forwarded to Contract and
Accounting for use in preparing a detailed inventory schedule for the AEC.

The laboratcry ejuipment pocl (Building 3718) is reedy for operation. No equip-
men*t to date has been received, however, numercus requests have been received
for Laboratory Equipment Pocl Tags to affix to equipment being transferred to
the storage area. '

A listing of equipment determined to be excess to the needs of HLO Custodians was
circulated throughout HLO prior to processing a Declaration of Excess. Equipment
valued at $6,186 was reassigned to new custcdians.

In response to a request of 5SS Accountablility meterial custodians were requested
to submit forecasts for outside diversions of SS Material covering the fourth
quarter fiscal year 1960 and the entire fiscal year 1961. Upon receirt of the
information a consolidated report will be prepared and forwarded to SS
Accountability.

1239981 UNCLASSIFIED
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Comparison of equipment expenditures for FY 196C with FY 1959 at Novenber 30,
1959 is shown beliow:

Program FY 1959 FY 196C
2000 $317 084 $376 731
3000 60 558 9 Wk
Lhooc 72 162 12¢ Lhg
£000 6 L66
6000 7_79% , 26 295

Totals $457 598 $539 285

We are currently running substantially ahead of 1959 on expenditures and commit-
ments.,

At the request of Contract Accounting a quick survey was made to determine
amounts that migh®t be made available from equipment funds allocated Hanford
Laboratories for pcssibiz transfer to operating funds, As a result of this
survey and action taken by Contract Accounting funds availasblie +o Hanford
Laboratories for 2000 Program eguipment were reduced $233,002,

A review cf the Authorization and Perfermenze of Work Manual is pearing comple-
tion and the revisicns will be published during tre month of December. The
revisions uwpda*e the Marnual o inccrporate a number of changes in policy and
procedure., :

COST ACCOUNTING OFERATION

Information has been received from Washingion-AEC that additional 4000 Program
funds will be ircivdzsd in their next Financial Plan for HOO-AEC. Hanford
Laboratories wil; recefve the entire increase for the activities listed below:

Budget Activity #:L20 - Reactor Fuels and Materials Development

UC, Fuels Research $300 000
Plutonium Ceramics Research 150 OCO
Physical Froperties Research 225 000

$575 OO0

Budget Activity #11ik - Pluitonium Recycle Program

Prozuresment of High Exposure Plutonium $200 00C
Chemistry - Pyrochemical Systems 120 000
Neutron Cross Section Measuresments 0 00

$370 000

In addition, we have formally received funda ia the amount cf $95,00C for the
Plutonium Fuel Value Study and $30,000 additional funds from the U.S. Air Force
tc continue the Atmospheric Diffusion Studies through June 30, 1960.

Analyses were prepared during the month showing the status of funds allocated
tc HLO Secticns as of October 31, 1959 for szeveral c¢f the research and develop-
ment programs. The analyses tock iato consideration the actual program :zosts
througk October, the cutstanding commitmernts for materials and services ani a
provision tc finance sazlaries and relatsd iniirect cosie of pzrazomnel assigned
to programs on Novemba» 1 for the remainier c¢f the fiscal ysar. These analyse:s

36 NCLASSIFT
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were submitied to the appropriate Section Managers along witk a request for
their review of the programs ‘and toc advisa the Manager - Finance of their cor-
rective action planned for those programs which the analyses indicated finan-cial
difficulty.

Arrangements were majie, with the concurrence of prcject management, landlord
representative, bullding ozcupants and Finarncial representatives, which resolved
the several problems of partial cccupancy by HLO personnel of new facilities.
It was agreed that (1) all costs of this nature associated with the 308
Building (PFPP) be billed to the HLC Buildings and Utilities account, (2) cos%
of steam associated with the 309 Building (PRTR) be billed to CWIP as project
cost until beneficial cecupancy, with the exception of $150 per month to cover
occupancy by RFRDO persomnel in one of the PRTR buildings which will be billed
to the HLO Buildings and Utilities account and (3} a monthly billing of $300
for 309 Bullding occupancy from the HLO Fuilding and Utilities account to
Plutonium Recycle Test Reactor Operation (Code 7570) until beneficial occupancy
of PRTR. :

The conversion of Harnford Labcratories' work order servicing organizations %¢
separate time distribution has been deferred until sometime &fter January 1,
1960, due *o a delay irn programming by Data Processing.

Twe new work ldentification codes were established during the menth:

Code Title
.17 Plutonium Fuel Vaiue Study (%000 Program - Research and Develorment)
.53 IPD - NPR Rupture Detectiion (2000 Program - Research and Development )

Action a=s indizated occurrsd on the following projects and informal requests
during +the month.

Physical
New Comrietion Financial Transferred
Authorization  Notlces losing To Plant

Project Description To HLO Issued Issued In Service
CGH-87T Pyrochemicai Test Faz.,

321-A Building $70 0G0 $
CAH-878 Add. Fac. Isctope Study :

on Animals 9 800*
CG-681 Hanford Equipmernt in the

ETR b'4
IR-242 Modify 303-J Bldg. for

Interim Test Fac. for .

Fuel Elements x L 247
IR-24k3 Relocation of 200-E

Testing Equipment x 7 585
IR-246  Alteraticrs Positive Ion

Acreleration Facility 18 839
IR-247T Electrical Service Exper-

imental Animal Farm 9 552
CG-779 Add. to Separations Devel-

opment Facilities 26 535

* $61,000 authorized to HOO-AEC.
1236883 UNCLASSIFIED
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B an

Issuance of wWeekly project cost reports by HLO Cost Accounting started with the
week ending November 8, 1959.

There were 33 new authorizations for $120,179 and supplements for $18,2u47
issued to J. A. Jones Construction Company by HLO during the month. At month-
end, there were 68 authorizaticns still active and work was physically completed
on 35 authorizations during the month.

GENERAL

Work on the audlt of maintenance continued. The review's value will be somevwhat
limited because of the general lack of maintenance standards and of the diffi-
culty in identifying maintenance cos%s with specific items of property.

The aid of the HAPO Procedures Speclalists has been enlisted in attempting to
simplify reporting of offsite trips and visits to HAPO. A proposal to limit
routine reporting to weekly trip and visit forecasts plus a single monthly
report of offsite trips has been submitted for their comment and action.

The 100-F Area badge house change and its probable effects on HLO (Biology)
timekeeping were evaluated. The only apparent effect of significance will be
a slight increase in Biology's available productive time.

The HLO contribution for "1959 at HAPO" is being prepared. Several groups have
been contasted for pictures and the narrative: is being drafted. Deadline for
first rough draft is January 8.

Further work has been done to analyze technical contributions from Harnford
Laboratoriss. Confirmation of 1957 figures is still needed.

‘S}\W , . Manager - Finance
. Sale:bk
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INVENTIONS OR DISCOVERIES

All persons engaged in work that might reasonably be expected to
result in inventions or discoveries advise that, to the best of their knowledge
and belief, no inventions or discoveries were made in the course of their
work during the period covered by this report except as listed below. Such
persons further advise that, for the period therein covered by this report,
notebook records, if any, kept in the course of their work have been

examined for possible inventions or discoveries.

INVENTOR TITLE OF INVENTION OR DISCOVERY
L. E. Mills Magnetic Force Resistance Butt Welding of

Fuel Elements
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