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D r .  WriKht Langham, 
b iochemis t  who performed the Pu a n a l y s e s  of the excreta and o t h e r  s m p i e s  
ob ta ined  from the f irst  Fu- in j ec t ed  person,  IIP-12. 
t h e  lWial lurgica3.  Laboratory i n  Chicago a t  $he tinie. 
t o  LOS Alamos, and i n  t h e  e a r l y  days there r ece ived  and ana lysed  t h e  
samples ob ta ined  from the 11 II? series cases s t u d i e d  a t  Rochester, It 
was a j o i n t  e f f o r t  and invo lved  many peoplb C l a s s i f i c a t i o i i  (prolonged)  
and t h e  passage of many years  before  even c l a s s i f i e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the  
f i n d i n g s  led t o  h i s  e v e n t u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  €or a n a l y s i s  and p u h l i c a t i c n  
of  t h e  resul ts .  He i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  d i s t r e s s e d  by this and o t h e r  a s p e c t s  
of the s tudy  i t s e l f - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the i n j e c t e d  people  i n  
the HP ser ies  were unaware t h a t  thejr trere the s u b j e c t s  of an experiment.  
( I am ucsure  of t h e  c i r c u r s t a n c e s  s u r r o ~ ~ i i d i r i g  the Berkeley and Chicago 
people ,  b u t  at l e a s t  two of t h e  ljerlteley cases were g i x n  so~iie ind ica -  
t i o n  t h a t  t hey  were b e i n c  g i x n  some r z d i o a c t i v e  iariterirll.  ) 111.. Langliaiii 
has been asscciated i n  t h e  liiin.is d f  many In t h e  r a d i a t i o n  p ro tec t io r i  
f i c l d  w i t h  cnl;, this one :!spcct of t h e  subjcct ,  and -the s tudy  i t s e l f  has 
been associatecl  v i t h  t h e  Los Alanios Laboratory.  1 b e l i e v e  lie grew very  
weary of a t t e n d i n g  ioedti:igs x d  conferences  a t  which he was cxpec ted  t o  
d i s c u s s  t k i s  m a t e r i a l  ever and. over a g z i n s  1 a l s o  b e l i e v e  that i n  retro- 
s p e c t  h c  wishes thnz  there h t d  been S G I : ; ~  other b ~ r j j r  t o  o b t a i n  the necded 
re la t icm h i p s  be w e e n  I'u excretion and body bui-cicn . 

of t h e  Los Alamos S c i e n t i f i c  Laboratory,  was the 
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I had a l o n g  t e l ephone  ~ Q r i ~ i e r s ~ l A ( > l i  w i ~ h  I)r. Langham a f t e r  I 
r e t u r n e d  f r c x  iiochcster. iie ':.ias v e r y  i:lteruste.-i i i i  what I had been a b l e  
t o  f i n d ,  a d  w s n t s  t o  have soiiie f r a c t i r m  of' a : y  e x r e t i o r i  s m p l e s  tha . t  
cnn be cbtai i ied 1101,~ seil t  t o  t h e  LOS Aloc!cs  Labc r s t c ry  f o r  du; i l ica . te  
a n a l y s i s  and cciii?arisor: w i t h  L k c i r  results oil x c i d e n t a l 3 . y  exposed occu- 
p a t i o n n l  xorkers , Iie sa id  ' ikat  i f  such n!aLci.Fal were a . v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  
Los Almcs group rJGuld be interested in pa i - t i c i jx i t i ng  b u t  t h a t  they 
d i d  n o t  wmt t o  i=e ciir.ect1.y x : ;pzns ib l e  no:' in d i r c c t  contact,  w i t h  w~ioin- 
e v e r  was a c t u a l l y  obtaining; saicplcs .  lie summed up his feelings as  
follows; I I I  '11 be  d e l i g h t e d  Lo hold. your coats wiii1.e you o t t ic r  .t'el.lows 
f i g h t  . 

Over t h e  y e a r s  s i r ice  195'1 when Lhe r e p o r t  or' the o r i g i n a l  f i n d -  
i n g s  was i s s u e d  as  L k - l l S l  
because " t h n t  t ias W r i g h t  Langi:am's s tudy"  e ii!:cn I began l o o k i n g  a t  the 
e x c r e t i o n  d a t a  irom the i n d i v i d u s l  c a s e s ,  I w o t e  t o  h i m  f o r  help i n  
c l e a r i n g  up sone q u e s t i o n a b l e  d . e t a i l s ,  arid l a k e r .  telephoned. h i r r l  on 
Severa l  occzs i cns  lie always encouraged. pie .to go :?ft.:r whatever  i n f o r -  
illation I could put t o g e t h e r  a112 i n c i i c a G J  t b a ~  i:e f e l t  someone should 
uiidstake ths ef l 'or t .  
value, b u t  he d i d  n o t  wish  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  Cor l o c a t i n g  it. 
this sms up the matter, a l though  n:y p r o s e  can ha:*dly do justice t o  
what are cbv ious ly  deeply  held doubts ab;oui; khe  st1147 i t s e l f  orid t o  
my s t r o n g  impress ion  t h a t  he j u s t i f i a b l y  r e s c i ~ t s / p &  vas ive  influerice 
on h i s  whole p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  of Pu i n  gc i ie ra l  a i d  t h e  tiunian s t u d y  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

no one has  sug{;esie:! fol lor .~-up riios t l i k e l y  

.T I he ini 'ormatiori t o  be jrairjed i.iou.!.d be of  i f r ea t  
I t h h k  

T Il$, 

I 'at l- icia Durbin 
Deceniber 10, 1371 


