
..... , ..-: ,( ,."' .... .... . ,. 3 .......I r< ' ,.* i..i i..i(:.. r'i 

y:tj;y W f f H  ELMIN R. RUSSELL, SAVANNAH RIVER PLANT, APRIL 23, 1974 

~t the t i m e  t h a t  t h e  human plutonium experiments were c a r r i e d  

pJt (a icago ,  M r .  Russe l l  w a s  a chemist  employed by t h e  Metal lurgy 

:a*rrcory of the  Manhattan Engineering D i s t r i c t .  I n  t h i s  func t ion  he 

td!la~aratcd with  Dr. Leon Jacobson who a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  i n  charge of 

r c w 4 c i ~  ' u t , r ~ & . e & a ~ ~ l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  employees i n  t h e  meta l lurgy  
, ."..a*. ' r . ) * t c r t  

tr5oroCory. 

nr. Hunsel l  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 'was d i r e c t l y  involved i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

s m e  
1- the chrae t h a t h e  prepared t h e  plutonium s o l u t i o n s  f o r  i n j e c t i o n  

rrr,! r c t c d  toge ther  wi th  a nurse as wi tnes s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  

W L I  or had been informed" t h a t  a r a d i o a c t i v e  subs tance  was going t o  be 
J . a * * *  ' ' ' p '  

l r r ] c c t c J .  The admin i s t r a t ion  of t h i s  subs tance ,  according t o  the:consent  , .  
t he  E \ .  j . .  

V L I  not necessa r i ly  t o / b e n e f i t  of t h e  p a t i e n t s  bu t  might he lp  o t h e r  people .  

t ;ubstqurntly,  Dr. Jacobson i n j e c t e d  t h e  p a t i e n t s .  

I t  I s  of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  D r .  Jacobson i n s t r u c t e d  M r .  Russe l l  t o  make stire 

(!:It not a l l  information on t h e s e  experiments were i n  c l a s s i f i e d  documents 

4 3  t h a t  Ln case of legal a c t i o n  some informat ion  would be a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h o a r  involved. 

?!r. Russe l l  showed u s  the  p r i v a t e  notebooks t h a t  w e r e  kept  dur ing  

t h i s  per iod of t i m e .  As f a r  a s  I could see,  t hey  contained informat ion  

on prepara t ion  of t h e  s o l u t i o n  and o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  matters not  r e l e v a n t  

t o  t h j s  inquiry.  
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Fina l ly ,  it appeared from some of t h e  remarks made by M r .  Russel l  

t h a t  h e h e w  of some of t h e  o t h e r  human plutonium c a s e s  i n d i r e c t l y  and 

i t  is not clear at  what t i m e  he  obta ined  t h i s  information.  
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D r .  Durbin expressed he r  op in ion  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  ca ses  beyond the  

f i r s t  t h r e e  i n  A p r i l  and May of 1945 may have been s tudied  because t h e r e  

was-considerable,  disagreement between the  da t a  obtained f o r  those f i r s t  
. A:,. * 

t h ree  cases .  She f e l t  t h a t  con t inua t ion  of t h e  experiment may have been 

motivated by t h e  need t o  r e so lve  th%s-disdgreemenCi 
i f  L ' / k  

D r .  Durbin showed us he r  correspondence wi th  DBM s t a f f  members d a t i n g  

With regard  t o  the  from 1968 and xeroxed t h a t  correspondence f o r  our  use.  

con tac t s  between D r .  Durbin and DBM, she s t a t e d  t h a t  h e r  f i r s t  encouragement 

from DBM occurred i n  response t o  a l e t t e r  dated December 10 ,  1971, t o  D r .  Joseph D. 

Goldstein.  This occurred a f t e r  s e v e r a l  a t tempts  t o  correspond wi th  D r s .  Bruner 

and Lotz prev ious ly .  She s a i d  t h a t  Drs. Lotz and Bruner f a i l e d  t o  acknowledge 

h e r  l e t t e r s .  However, D r .  Golds te in  responded by phoning he r  and d i scuss ing  the  

matter. H e  thought t h a t  the  s t u d i e s  t h a t  she had proposed would be important  

and encouraged he r  t o  go ahead wi th  p l ans  f o r  such s t u d i e s  by submit t ing a 189, 

which she d i d  during t h e  fol lowing spr ing .  She s a i d  t h a t  D r .  Golds te in  had 

suggested t h a t  she propose t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  Dr. Born, t h e  Direc tor  of Lawrence 

Berkeley Laboratory (LBL). Dr. Durbin d id  so ,  bu t  funding was no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

such a s tudy.  For a per iod  of  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  t a l k  of having Dr. Rowland, who 

was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  matter, provide funding t o  D r .  Durbin t o  conduct t he  

s t u d i e s .  I b e l i e v e  Dr. Durbin s a i d  t h a t  D r .  Rowland o f f e r e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  the  exhumation program. I n  any even t ,  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  conducting such a 

program a t  LBL developed i n  the LBL admin i s t r a t ion .  D r .  Born was concerned 

t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of exhumed bodies  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  charged Berkeley 

atmosphere might even r e s u l t  i n  p i c k e t i n g  of t he  Laboratory by s tuden t s .  
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TeleDhone conversation between Dr. Robert,Fink and Dr. Marks on 4 /22 /74 .? '  

I +  -_ . f '  ~ - r j r  0 / * , J  , , i '  ' . , / & *  '* ' r  

Dr . Fink is a-chemist- on theU6LA faculty-,----€luziag+b--pe4d-4=?a--q+iest&m-- 
7 

f I ( .  ; l i t  : ,  - - ,*/ * / -, 

he pr-obahly-assisted invthe calibration of the solution9,that were /inje 
s 3 ,  - 

Dr. Warren phoned Dr. Ro rt Fink dwAq+-a~- __ W-TP 
r 

- <  . .*< d I P ' 4--- ___ -__. i 
, ,  

/ .  , I , .  

Dr 6 M a r t c s e h 0  -pkoRb -€or -a- 

if- Marks-an&-Miazga could visit F- '< F;Rk that morning in his office on campus. 

smsjOR---With! &--Fin/ asked Dr. Fink 
,"/. I 

He was quite reluctant to discuss the matter and was concerned as to whether 
/ - >  i .  

had proper I 
' c ,&?%*?<W , 2 4 * ; I" 2) 7-C,Lr,l' ,-.4<., , F A < -  .. 

~ P i i k i a L s - x a a l d - - b e  pre sente d to 

A ,  c. 
Y! ~ 

€kdZrk bef ore/interview*k.&nzr+ ' During that conversation Dr. Fink implied- 
" I  4 ' , , - .  ,+ L/,. z/ 

with the program. However, before &&es=a - left Dr. Warren's 

Do 
. / f  

A /-,- 

/ 
office, Dr. Fink called back to &ay that he had confused polonium with plutonium 

and that he had only worked on polonium patients. During the second conversation, 

Dr. Fink iqA=k& that he had no knowledge of the plutonium cases. 
A 4  .. .2 
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