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Medical Research Program 
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Colonel Tarren has suggested tha t  I sumrrarioe t h e  biological  p=. 

; ' ?  ,f*- 

research program A i c h  was agreed upon in our conference with you and 

with a re la t ive ly  high p r io r i ty  will consis t  of three parts: 

plutonium i n  the excreta and i n  t i s sues  and of ionization nethods 
of detecting plutonium i n  t h e  lungs. 

ilr. gem47 on 25 August 19b. This program which w i l l  be pursued 
,> 

1. The development' of chemical-methods of determirdng 

2. A n h l  experimentation t o  check the methods des- 
cribed above. 

3. Tracer experiments on humans t o  deternine the percentage 
of  plutonium excreted daily. 

in t h i s  laboratory tne problem of carrying out further metabolic s tud ies  
w i l l  be turned over t o  another mdica lgroup,  presumably t h e  Rochester 
group. 
a series of experiments with plutonium supplied by t h i s  project t o  
determine the l e t h a l  dose i n  animls. 

Then sa t i s fac tory  analytical methods have been developed 

It MS also decided t h a t  the Rochester group should undertake 

It is felt t h a t  a texporary staff of t e n  o r  eleven people 
be required t o  c o q l e t e  the  above program within a reasonable 

period of t h e .  
nicians, one physicist  2nd tm unskilled laboratory ass i s tants .  Qf 
these, it i s  probable that one chemist and tvo  or three technicians 
dl1 reriain perFr;rnen;ly :dth t h e  ?.:edicd. Group t o  tast f o r  plutonium 
i n  the excreta of the urork5r.g personnel. Only the  physicist  and t m  
technicians are needed t o  c o q l e t e  the proposed terriporary staff; 
arrangeaents have Seen mado t o  secure .thase people. 
ham t h e  activit ies of the above grou? supervised by an advisory 
c o , d t t e e  regresenting the chedstry, physics and medical divisions. 

This w i l l  includs four chenists,  four chemical tech- 

It is plmned t o  

Considerable addi t ional  laboratory space will be needed f o r  

If t h e  Q building can be obtained, this will 
t h i s  program. 
size of the  Q building. 
al lon us t o  have a room t o  hcuss the anicals  and carry cut dirty operations 
(aahing and drying of t i s sues ,  etc.) and another f o r  electronics. 

T h i s  nil1 amount t o  about 1500 square feet, the apFroxinate 
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It Kill also be necessary for u3 to have a "counting shack" cutside 
the Tachnical Area as we t r i l l  be cowerned d 2 h  the de tec t ion  of very 
s d l  amounts of radioactivity.- It is progased that the present 
heriatology laboratory (ii-1) and the m a d i c d  o f f i ca  be re tabed at 
least until tho tecgora,-y program-has been coupletea. 
that with the personnel and fac i l i t ies  outlined above the program can 
be complete6 in four montbs. 

it is hoped 
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