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Ze Ae Gonard was Dorn in Jacksonv;ile;i?kESfBEReducated at

The University of South Carolina, received his BS in 1936 and M.D.

in 1940, He interned at the U.S. Naval liedica: Center, Bethesda, Md.
in 1941-42, Although I was on duty there at that time, our paths

did hot cross, During 1942-44 he served on the U.S.S. Montpelier,

one of the busiest of our cruisers in many battlas against the Japanese.
;1944-46 he seyved in internal medicine at U.S. Navy Hospitals and was
then acsigned as U.S. Navy Radiological pefense Officer for Operations
Crossroads--Bikini, where our paths did crose for the first time., I
was hematologist to the operation and he visited our lgboratory-ship,
the U.S.5. Bulleson APA 67 with its crew of 200 swine, 200 goats,

200 gainea plgs, 2000 rats, mice and an internacicnsl assortment of
scilentists and representative from government and academe=--an odd crew
indeed #or a pro:d naval vessel. I believe it was zt this time that
Dr. Conard first becama interested in the n»ossibilities of a research
career, for he then went on to the University of California, Donner
Laborator& for trailning in Medical Physics where he met Drs. Bond and

Robertson. The next year he was posted as administrative officer at



the UaSe Wavzl Radiclsgical Lefease Lavorsatory. 1943-38 he spent

a year at Argonne National Laboratory, working in the laboratory of
Harvey Patt. During this year Dr. Conard made significant and lasting
contributions on the effect of radiation upon the motility of the gut.
Ve take it for granted today that radiation effects are primarily
mediated through cell death, interference with cell proliferation and
mutagenesis but in the 48's and 50's there was a lot of mysticism about
radiation effects being mediated by various toxins., From 1951~35 Dr.
Conard served with me in the Hematology Divésion of Naval Medical Research
Institute, During this interval he made further valuable contributions
the gut and effects of radiation thereon. Dis.
Bond, Conard and 1 participated in severai atomic bomb field tests at
the Pacific and Nevada Test Sites., A surprising amount of basic and
applied rosearch resulted from these studies that, though relevant to
military operations, contributed arichly to our understanding of
effects cf radiation and RBE of fission neutrons.

After detonation of an approximate 15 megaton nuclear device on

March 1, 1954, a fallout accident occurred--perhaps it should be



called the fallout accident. Marshallese and Americans were exposed.

A day or so after the detonation it became apparent that a large

aomber of human beings were exposed to uz dose of radiation that might
Bhreater 1ifc., The military in the Pacific had nc medical capability.
he ARG had the national Laboratories but was not geared to assembling
a team on a mozment’': notice and departing to parts unknown for undis-
closed ressoms, Througn chain of commana--ALC, DOD, Dept, Navy,
Surzeon Gencral of ke U.S. Havy, CO-TWI to me, the command came to
Jrcanize a fean aud depart, Drs, Hond and Conard were key members

of the team, Dr, Conard assﬁmed the responsibility of docu;ﬁenting and
describing the ¥igiblie shkin lesions, This became a classical radiation
detmatological study. Clinical studies emphasized the blood and symptome-
atology. 1Ib soon Lecame evident thit the AEC had a responsibility for
a life time study of the Marshallese¢, BFBow could this be accomplished?
The original participants had left the U.5, Navy and the AEC had the
respongibility, Dr. Conard resigned from the Wavy in 1955 and came to
BNL. His naval carecr did not end, MHe was promoted to Rear Admiral,

U.S, Naval Reserve in 1968, In 1955 Dr., Farr accepted on behalf of



*he Yedical Dapartment, B, the resppnsibility for the continuing

1052 the official responsibility was
1

followup of the Marshallese, In
assigned to Dr. Conard. It is fortunate indeec the for AEC, the U.S.

ascuned the leadership of this program, vital to the

that Dr, Jonacd

Ais leadership and devotion to

srential to mankind.
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Dr, Conard is recognized today

of radiation cu man,
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In a letter from the late

£ radiation on man,
Charies Dumharn, Dirvector, DBER,AEC &c Leland Haworth, Director, B,
I quote: "inasmuch as Dr. Conard has demonstratedsbility to planm,
as coperation as evidenced by
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e, and accowplish a difficult cver
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organiz
hic performance last year and his present planning, I can think of no one
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sound sciantific basis as
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ep the endeavor on

hetter czleculated to
¢ne sense of the fituess of thinzs, particularly

wvell ac one whe has a

in dealing with the Marshall Island people and with the officials of
This was written in 1957 when Dr. Conard was

the Trust Territory'.



Laven coniinaing rasponsiniiicy for the Harshall Island surveys. v,
Dunham could not have been more prophetic since events of the lazt few
years have clearly demonstrated Dr., Conard's capabilities to plan and
execute these studies under exceptionally difficult cirmumstances
requiring tact, knowledge of a different culture, understanding and
sensitivity to a =mall deserving population group establishing their
identity and needs in these 1270's,

I chould stop now but a perverse nature required me to look back
intc my personal archives for a nostalgic vision of the pas:t, The
ilong hard work of the Nevada Test Site frogen mud and alkali dusﬁ

required proner rest and recreation a: Purnace Ureek, Death Valley.
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