
RongelapRAtoll
Marshall Islands

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
July 15, 1969

BEST COP’YAVAIMBLE
Dear Sir:

Have recieved your ~ost humble and friendlY letter that concerned
Betty~s health and situation M a result of the last nedical ex~ination.
To me it was a most fortunate thing and wise thing to have Mtty go to
t’leUnited States for that she could have the finest treatnent and beat
o: all the services there has been compare with the situation and services
uc have in the trust territory. There is not doubt Betty will have the
best treatment, incomparable to what we have in this territory,in the United
States.For that reason we,Betty and I,agreed one and formost to take the
chance to co.

I hope, to speak on behalf offBetty, better treat:ent will be given
to \er so that s:lecould be safe from her thyroid trouble.I w very pleased
al;o to see that Betty will have a chance to see United States and have a
little experi~nce of the outside world other tha

%
these tiny islands of the

Marshalls. It will be a great change to her very initted knowledCe about
t;’.?ot’lerplaces outside the Marshalls.It will be Wx’ange -to her all throu~~.
her entire trip about everything.

As to w:]atthe people think about going to the United States for nede
trd~.tment,everyone seer~s to accept it a great thing,of course it is great,
bu’.for those who had the chances and had gone during the past years,all
except t:?every first group to Chi@ago,complaining that situation on Ebeye
while patients are waiting for transportation to YO to t!leUnited States as F

-rollas ~-hent?.eyare coning back and wait for transportation home,is till
~ problem, distre~sing problem, yet to be i~proved.

Everyone complained that the worst problem they always encountered
at ?3beyehas been housings and food provisionVUpon arrival at Kwajalein91t
the previous patients, (Mijjua)said~we were told to find our relatives to
stcy ;:ithwithout any food allowance at all while waiting for transportation.”
Gthers complained about the sane thing. It is a shame because the people of

O Ebe:~eare stru:ling for t:heirlives in order to sarvive with a very snail
a noney and to them,to add up another relative is a displeasing problen.Thus
U’1 make~ t::.erelatives on L%eye,at any rate, make suggestion that the council
W on Rongelap ought to find out before-hand should a patient be provided with
= food allowance and lodging while they are on Ebeye awaiting transportation
— to their destination so that the relatives would bear no distressing burden
— as such. I think they are right on that and I hope you till agree on that too~

I would ~~otagree ~.{itht:le~,though,suggesting that these patiente should
stay from ::oin:to nave their treatment in the United States once they lane.;
they are not well looking after here at meye.

Frankly, I would go on with the con~idience that Betty will not be
encountered by any bad situation forementioned. I would only ask that you
will see that she will be well treated and supported until she get back ho.!e
safely and fine. It is very concievable that Betty will be one that likely to
be exposed to such hazadous problems since she is only one that is going from
Ron;elap and others are going fron Ebeye.They had placees to stay already and

will not Aave to weary about transportation and food provisions and leave=



Betty alone to carry such problem only if it will be happened again as
it has been Boat of the times patients travel for treatments in the United
States.

I would only pray that Betty will be well taking care of and well pro-
vided with accomodation,living or rather food alloance and transportation~
And one other important thing to consider is that ehe should pew be provided
fast trzmsportation without staying a while at Ebeyefor ao$ths.She has 6-month-
old child who never as yet being fed any other foods other than fiother nilko
I hope all rea7.izehow hard it is to the child to be separated fron his moth-
ercs milk for the first tine.And for that reason I hope you will share a
good consideration and to see to it that we only expect all but i:lpossibility.

I hope all promises that were made about such problems to b. corrected

as Previou~~Y oc~ured wI1l be smoothly carried out once and for all.As a !/
friends I hope our friendly relation will be in good nature now and always.

1 m loo!zing forward to see you again. Give my best regard to Mrs. Conard
and family.

MaY God bless you all.

Sincerly yours,

RLlliet Ednond

5~520/2.-.


