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{ Nmbws of w staffhava had Inflmal exploratorydtscussfon$ with.
the Commanderand staff of KM! and withappropriaterepresentation

~
0?’the %upport contractor, G]obal #@SOdatfH. These discussions
haw produced● numberof helpfulsug~est{onsand a tentatfw fndfca-

1 thn that mm feasiblearrangwiesitcan be fkvelcipcd for M berthing
and raa~ntanancaand as$lstancewith th@oparatfonofa Kwa$aleln-“>

i basedW. Howover,S assurayou that to datano codtments have:,..,):, baeneskodorgtvan.
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In our prelImtnarydlscussfons,It has becomaapparentthat tha

hull-type of choice would be the 1466class,Inorderthattk M
vesselmight enjoy the econo?des and otherclear&dvantag@sof the
maintenanceand operattngexperiencewhich GlobalAssociateshas
alreadydevelopedaroundthe KMR fleetof four s~mllarvessels.
This, in turn,sugg~ststhatstncethe 1466 Is an Am deslgnattont
a preferredcourseofactlonmtght be to requestthat KM!/be
authorizedto acquirefromArmy assets, rmtntatn~ and operatean
addttlonalLCU under scheduling controlof theAEC.

W’ presentcommitmentsenvisionapproxiwtely30 operationalweeks
per year for the MarshallIslands Research Vessel. Informally,we
understqrkdthatKHRmightfind attractivethe prospectofutil~zfng
this vt?ssclfor rangesupport(perhapsto assistwtth the $clmdulfng
of maintenance for Its okmfleet) durfng W AEC’s’’M’fseason”.
Such an arrangementwouldseemclearlyreasonable and wouldba
spelledout in a aiewrandwnofunderstandlngeoverfng the proposed
support.

By this letter,I requestyour concurrenceh prlncfploto permit
my represwkatives to explore furtherwith the Colander, MR.
and MS staffthe details of our tentatfveproposaland todwelop
a preliminarybudgetestfmate. Shouldyou requfrefurtherlnfoma-
tlonupon whtchto haseyour reply,pleasecall uponme.

Mahlon E. Gates
Manager

cc: y~der, t$ll?,Kwajalcln,
9*

bcc: SAFSCOM,Attn: SSC-R, Col.
W. Walker, Huntsville, Ala..
W. 8. Hills, Dir., PASO<- Q.j’j
J. Stewart, OSD, NV


