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‘rhe l?~obl.em...—.

In 1946, the Small Community t!lat i))l)ab.~tedBikini Atoll

in the northern Marshal]. ~s].ancl,~was re].ocated when its anceslxal

home] and was selected as the United .SLat.c>:;‘ first nuclear t.eSt

site in the Pacific, Numerous other Marshallese wer~ subse-

c~uently relocated as these tests contj.nueil. Prior to relocation

the Milrsllallese were an isolated people having relatively little

contact with outsiders , but since 1946 they have experienced

mu 1tipl.e l:c].ocatj.o,ns that })Cave altered thr.~l- Lr(a(litional li~rj-ng

pa~:terns in numerous ways .

The original. re] ocation of these people r7as conducted in
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pattcl-ns of ~~~~~]. OuCJdIli:?a~i~!], and Cuj.tu l-a].Val.ue,s lnus’c

all be L-ealj.qned to tl)ej.r ]le~,~settj.ng. Eioueovel.-, many of these

people V.’eret)orl?afteu the 1’346 reloca[:io:), aIlcl]lave never

experienced life in their nat-ive land. They are therefore

totally unprcl)ared for the puobl ems they will face,

Enewetakr Ilikini, and Uje].angr the main resettlement islands

and atolls, are considered to be llig]lrisk environments.

Radiation fallout result incj from tile 46 different bomb tests

ill the late fo].-ties and early fifties exists in abundance in

certain areas . Resettlement will occur in areas where radio-

logical levels are co~~sidered safe. To expand inhab~tahility,

the Department of Defense is currently scrapinq off layers of

raiiioactive sc)j.l.lmixing it

crater CI1 En(?wcka]:. 1:11the

“hotspots.”

with concrete ancl storing it i.n a

meanLi.me, returnees lnust avoid tl)e

)edulcd tO L)egin

fearful. of thd

of the pjlin



result incidence of thyroid cancer i.s ul)usual.ly high. Most

rc?cently, a yo~lng boy born of a;l exposed L>are]lt was diagno~cul

as having tlly]:oid cancer raising questions of second generation

genetic effects or latent radiation as possil)ili. ties for

al 1 who were or are L?Y.posed. The possibility of silllilar

problcrns occur ri!~g among the returning groups l~as generated

a great deal. of anxiety.

Despite tl~(?fear and restrictions the people of Bikini and

Enewetak are determined to return. They aue tired of being

moved from one island to the next and now desire to resettle

traditional. lands, Responsible government acjencies are pre-

pared to organize and prepare the land for resettlement. Nc)

agency, however, has inj.tiatccl efforts to assess the potenlzidl

psychosocial and readjustment and coping problems facing

Ec?turnees .

Althc)ugh all returl~ees ~~il.1be affec~-ecl jn some v7ay,

cll.il.drenare roost l.il<ely to experience tile mosL difficul.ti.es.

Rcstri.cti.ons on native foocls and Straying onto “l]otspots’r p]:esent

real dangers c:-;pecial]y since Marshall.es2 cl~il.dren are raised

in a l)j.gh].yunstructurc?c] envirorrments- lndeecl, conflj.cts ).>ekt~een

tracli.tional. cl).i]d-rearing patterns and Coml>li.ante with safety

standards will. occur. Furthermore , most. of tl~e clli.l.dren were

born and reare(i duri.nq the peri.ocl away from traditional ].ands.

Some have ]>een exposed to varying leve].s of accul.turati. on.

l~ol~t):a~litio]l;~l.norms have been .Lntcrnalizcd during the early

socj.alizati. on process. Therefore , the coml-)inati.on of tile l~i.gll

ri 5}: environment, the reset tl.emcnt process itse].f and l>ecollling

l:c!:;c~c;j.:11.i.zeclto t.raditional Jl:ncwetak and Bikini. wil 1. very ].ikely
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create adaptation and Copi.rlg prol>l.ems.

There is one more issue. Due to the poor nutric)lt condi-

tion of the soil and restrictions on diet returning r!atives

will require federal assistance. Diets will. need to be supple-

mented v~ikh food. provided by cjovernment agencies. The likelihood

of this program producing a State of dependel)ce and reliance 012

government welfare programs is hi.gl~. As a consequence, youth

may grow to expect the sul>sistence and support as a way of life

possibly affecting incentives to learn tracliti.onal forms of

providing for families. Si.milar].y role mode].s may unciercjo

drastic revision furthe~ing cornpli.catincj ~he development process.

Tlie return of Enewetak and Bikini youth to traditional lands

raises serious ethical and scientific que.s’ci.onsrelated to the

effects of forced migration and rest’cklcmen[: to a high risk

environment. 0vcrwheln2i-~~g problems of: col.1.ective and pcrsoncll

l-eadjustmellt loom larcJc. RcsettlcII)eIIt l“IIUS{: l>e careflllly documel)ted

to gai.1~a beti-er understancl. incj of tllc J>rac:ki.cal problem:; of

adaptation ancl copi. ncj in Un[lsucll. cnvi-rol)rnemcs. Moreover, it

may be possib]. c to collect and an.al.yze ed~ly data to design an

intervention zchemc <InClprevent problems fro IIloccur ?:i.ng.

Research J)esicJllancl Duratjon— — .—

Tile purposes c)f Llhj.sresearch project wi.~1 be to perform

in-de pt}~ soci.a]., J3,sycholo\J~.calr and cu].tural ana]yscs of the

functional processes and adaptation an(l copinq problems OCCU’ ‘in~J

i.n the resettlement of a clisplaced soci.cty, and to e:<pl.orc

strateqics foc clcveloping an earl.y i.ntcrvcrtio)~ schcmc.



‘1’Ileb~sic P.pproach of LIIC project [~ill be ]Ongit.:ldinal

and wj.l.L emph asi 7,? an imLcrdiscipJ j.nary reSCar Cll perspect_ivem

Ethnographic aIlclfunctional. aII.al.ysis at the i.rldiv.iclual,social

and culturc~]. levels ~~’ill.also be ~lti.lized. The two principdl

investigators for the p~oject will he a psyc!loloqist and an

“anthropologist. Research scientists from the fields of public

hCaltil, $Ociology and clinical psychiatry co LI].d also play a ro].e.

The p~incipa] objects of the study will be the full range of

rehab.itati.on clevelopmental. processes occur_rin<J among the return-

ing Nlarsha].lese as tll>y attempt to re–es’ia.blish their tradi-

tional communj.ties. These processes include j.ndividua]. coping

behdvi. ors , interpersonal. i.nteractiol~ patterns ~ extended family

neth~orks , rcsoci.ali.zation procedures , social control te.ch]]iques ,

intergroup ~-elations, s~lstenance acti.vi.ti.esl territorial patterns,

norm form(at.i.on, and val.ur. cjen~rati.ol~. Secondary objects of

study f)~ill.)Jc!L]le qovel-nnl(:))[:Cal.:1 SS3.Stancc programs O!:fereci to

Lllc returllc:e:;, in.so~ar as tnese programs affect their rel~abi–

tation processes. Parti.cul.clr at.tenti.on will be given to uni.n-

tendeil consequences Of tlhCSC: pUO~J~L!lIIS such as c?ependency or

confl.i.ct.

Measurement techniques employed .in this project wi].1 include

fiel.cl observation, partici.pank observation, Structured interviews ,

—,,*,
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study icleal.ly .slloul.d be conduc’cc(i clllring th(? reset kl.em(cnt period

partic~ll. ar].ySince lildll]~ cl.-~Ltical.–illciclcz13ts Could C)iGCU~ that

could bear on analys.i.s Cllldi.llt(:]:j]retati. or] . l’he first four to

six mo)ltl)s tuoul(l be sl>elltclesigninq the stucly , developing data col-

lection instruments, and cstablj. sll.irrgcoil.clborative arrangements

with local officials and lna.ti.ve leaders. rrhe effort requires

immecl.iate attention as incidents have already occurred that could

influence future outcomes . Events occurring now need ‘co be docu-

mented and combinecl with future occurrences to prod~lce a data base

tl~at WOU1.CI enable dcvclo}~ment of intervention schemes slloLlld

the problems surface sooner than antic ipatecl.

Anti ciuated Re:;ult:s and Signifiranc; e—— .._ _______ ____ -—..—---

‘I’>~piCa].Ly , resettlement of traditi. ona.l lcands is an Lrnusua.1

event in the l.i.fe history of cultural groups. I;vcntual rcsettl. e–

ment of Dj.]:illiand ~;nev~etak is even more (lnuslua].as ret[lrl]ecs

wi.].l.have t-o c(>ntcn(l wi.t}la toxic envi ronmcl]t, changes in qua] i.ty

of life, and effects wlli.ch (lill Chsrupt the na’curdl sequence of

cvc:nts i.n LI>c2social j.zation process. ‘1’h@Sc eVellts present an

excel. ]ent. opportunity to .syskemlati.c:zll.l.y document a~~d assess a

soci:~l l>l~enon~cnon about which social. scientists ancl planners ](11(>VJ

very lit Lie. Results woL1l.d great.].y incre~~,se our understanding

of C? ffccts of rcsett.lernent process on .yout.h and the soclocu]. tllraj.

and psycllol.(>gical. changes that OCCLl~ ZIS peOp~O ~tt.(21Tl]~ttO

rc-establi. sh communi.[:i.es . Data could serve as a solic] basis for

developing ncw inter v(~nti.on and preverlt..i.on moclels.

For-ted r(:lr~cation of peo!~l.c and commur~ities to mal:e rool[l

fOr teChllO] O(JiCa]. l:CSCdi C]l 01: devc:].opmcn t. is li.ke:l.y to be repeated



in tl~e ftit:~lrei.1~different settinqs. 1’o~~j;Lbi.li~ies incj.ude co~~

excavation on the l~lnds of }Arnerican Indians and Alaska LQcltives,

nuclear wast.c disposal. ~.n soutll\\’cst(2rI) states, and oil. sha].e

exploration tl>.roughouk the west. All such actiol~s would,

unquestionably, seriously clisrupt existing conununities, and

micjht we].1 .invol.ve relocation of residents. In turn, this could

eventually lead to future rchabitation movements. [-lence, Stucly

of the current rehabi. tation process in the 14arsl~al.1Islands

should facilitate (a) greater awareness of the social, psychol–

og ical, and cultural consequences of pop~~lation displacement,

and (h) cleveloprnen’c of guidelines for mo~e effectively managing

relocation ancl rehabi tation processes when they are necessary

in the future.

Resettlement of Diki.ni. and Enewetak will be j.n full sea].e

operation within the next. five months. ‘1’0CleVCIOp a Solic? data

base the ~>roposc:d effort requj.res exped.i.t~ou:; funding . Bi.kj.ni

and Encwctak peo~>].e have a].ready expe]:~.encecl a great deal of

grief as a result of their origin,al relocation in 1.946. Little

was done then to identify ancl devcl.ol> j.nterventi.on models. ‘l’he

opportunity now exists to prevent further hardships to these

impoverished people by receiving appropriate support to concluct

rc.searcll efforts.

l’l.-ofcssional. Project Staff—— — ——

Joseph E. Tri.mble i.s a Jlesearch Scientist at the Batte]. ]-e

liuman AE fairs Research Centers. Ilc hol(ls a Ph.D. i.n Social

Psycl~ol.oc]y from tile Llniversi Ly of oklal~oma. [Iis research efforts



drC? Concentrated on socjo~ls>~cllolc)qiczil j.ssue: dll(~ L>l:Obl. C)il S Of

Amel’j. cal) Indians ].nclllding pcl-son>lity devel O]);llC II ~“. al’,lo]lg

adolescents , educat; .on, ant] impact. of cllergy d(2v(?lopm12nt on

l:eserval:j.on and ,I]:lska IQat~LVe village lands. 110 is one of the

few lunerican Indian social. scjenti.sts i.n the countr>7 \,,Iorking

On contemporary issues associated with tribes and nativ(: groups.

IIis background and knowledge Of cross–cultu~-al problems makes

him aptly qualified to pursue the goals descrj.bed in this project.

Robert Kiste is a Visiting Scientist at: Lhe Battelle [-Iumal~

Affairs Resea]:ch centers and Professol: of Ant]lropol.ogy at the

University of Minnesota. l{e holds a Ph.11. .in Anthropology from

the University of Oregon. IIe is most noted, for his research

011 Dikini. and Ilneweta]< people conducted while Lhe gl-OUpS i:ere

il] I_hej.rrelocated stake. Jn fact, he is considered by man\7

to be the wor-lcl’s leacli.nq authority on relocation prohlcms

exppri e.nccil by Marshd]..l lsl.al](lgro~]ps.


