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USERDA

W, W, EURR, JR., BER ')
CERMANTOWN, MARY LAKD /S e

USERDA, DIRECTCR, PASO, BONCLULD, HAWATL
ATTN: RCCER RAY g
DRATY WA’I’EMTEW DISCUSSED WITH YOU PREVICUSLY FOLLUYS:
iZ“JER‘z'DZIE L;CE THE WCRID EXPOSED TO FALLOUT FROM KUCLEAR WEATOHS
TESTS CARRIES A I'ZII‘HJ;I‘E AMOUET OF PLUTCHIUM IN THEIR BODY,
ST OF WHICH IS EXCRETED IN URINZ, PARA, AS A PART OF
ERDA's CONTIRUIRG RESPCKSIDILITY TO EVALUATE THE RADIOLCGICAL
STATUS OF THE IJEOI;LE AND THE ERVIRONIDINT OF THE MARDHALL
ISLANDS | VERY PRELIMINARY DATA FROM PADICCHEMICAL ANALYSES
OF POOLED URINS IN SAMPIUS FROM A SHALL FUMBER QF PEOYLE MAVE
INDICATED THAT THE CORCERTRATION OF PLUTONIUM~239, 240 IN
THE URINE OF PERSOHS RESIDING ON THZ BIRINI AKD RORGELAR
A’l:OLIS APPEARS TO BE SOMEWHAT MICHER TOAN THAT IN THL URINE
OF SELECTED RESIDENTS OF MW YORK CITY. RADICANALYSES OF |

THESE SAMPLES FOR OTHER RADICRUCLICES 18 IN PROCRESS, PARA,
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T URINE COKCENTRATICNS OF FLUTCHIUM IN BOTH POPULATICHS ARE
WELL RDOLGH IEVELS DETECTED.BY USUAL LOW-LTVEL COUNTINC PROCEDURES
A;ND WILYL. BELOW IRVELS FOR WHICR WE HAVE E‘CPL“QIEECE IH ESTIHATIRG
THE AMOULT OF PLUTCRIWM Iﬁ TUL BODY. BECAUSE CF THIS AND IN
VIEW OF oYX {- FACTORS SUCH AS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT LIVIRG AND
PI‘IYSIOI.QGICAL PATTELNS OF THE TW0 POPULATI(NS, THE PCOSSINLE

SIGRIFICAHCE OF THIS FINDIKG IS VERY URCERTAIN, IN ADDITION,

THE METIICD OF SAMPLING LS SUCH THAT VEKY SMALL LEVELS OF

INMVIRCITISNTAL PLUYTCHIWM MIGHT HAVE CONTAMINATED THE SAMPLES,

PARA, DASED UPGH THE DATA PRESERTLY AVAILABLE, THERE DOES ROT
. /
ADPEAR TO BE ANY LIZEDIATE NFED FOR CONCEDN: STUDIES ARE

’

CORTIRUIRG TO CLARITY TIN SIGHWIFICANCE (F THLSE MRBASUREHENTS,
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