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Donald J. Leehey, Manager, Santa Fe Operstions
RELOCATED MARSHALLESE NATIVES

ENC: TAH~5664

Reference is made to memorandum from this office, subject: Proe
possd Facilities - Jalulit Atoll and Kili Xsland, symbol ENO:TAH-
2642, dated October 21, 195L, by which plans and estimates of
cost for asaistance to displaced m.ldni natives were forwarded
to you.

Supplementing the above-mentioned msmorandum, and as en item
considerad to he of considerable interest to the Commission,
certain portions of a report by Mr. Ermest Wynkoop, AEC Resi-
dent Engineer, Pacific Proving Ground, are axtrscted below.

Mr. Wynkoop's comments were written subssqummt to his survey of
the Jaluit-Kili-Majure area and are qmtad below for your infore
mation and consideration.

®eeeo the writer is compelled to mbmit on behalf of AEC
certain impreszions received during this trip, which
appear to have serious bearing ¢n AKC interests, specifie«
sally in relocation of natives dus to test operations and,
gensrally, because of the condition that Pacific Proving
Ground constitutes an area within the Trust Territories
and certain operational matters and problems cannot be
other than of mutual interest with HiComTerPacls.

*The several stage ‘relocation movement of the Biidnd people
and the obviocusly unsatisfactory condition of 1ife made -
poasidle to them to date ssen adoqu:ﬁ*a Suot2 y "the
aggresgive interests of beth Trust tory and AEC sdmine
istrators. The prumt.ly wmad pirtial) yolution by
development at Jabor and magm wuldrebviously
materially relieve the p the’patives more

self-gufficient and more'resipigd . e
return to thoirongjmlamatﬁﬂﬁ'ton

{Continusd)

Ty ’V‘ﬁ‘l'\m' o
aﬂz a.\.rL.x\‘Ji.\, PP}




M‘o G.nc K. gc ﬂlldl - 2 - mm 2?' 199‘

"The rotation of approximately thirty people, or aix
families, from Kili to Jabor will make possidble pursuits
not pessible at Kili alone, These will include scme
agricultural development, fishing, and handioraft, snd
at the sams tinme, the excellent gopre production of Kili
Island may ocontinue as s substantial support to these
pecpls. Warehouaing of copra from Kili, at Jabor, for
transshipment will ocbviate losses due to exposure snd
delays because of stomms. :

*Trust Territories are working out the ssquisition of a
50=-fot boat for shuttle service betwesn Kili and Jabor.
On a rotational basis, spparently all reaidemts of ¥Kili
will have an opportunity to enjoy part~time living at a
lagoon site similar 40 their original home at Bildni
Atoll, Opportunities for education and agrioultural de-
velopment will be better at Jabor. The installation of
radic communications ¢apable of maintaining contact
between Kili and Jabor, and between Jabor sand Majure, will
do much to relieve inssdurity, bring about emergency add
as needed, and to ascist in legistical problems. In addi-
tion, the proposed Kili warehouse will serve 2 need in
protection of the copra productkibetween shipments to Jabor
by the natives,

"It is realised that Covermment~gontrollsd property in
the Trust Territories is limited in such manner that not
much better sites can be made avalladble to solve this
preblem. The matier of lind title is extremely involved,
As this concept of responmibility of interest is accepted,
and when this specifis project for the Bikini 1z at
Kili is approved, then some further ¢onsideration might be
given to the situation of the Bongelap natives at Ejit.

"It 43 striotly the writer's opinion that this sbttlement
at Bjit will not long satisfastorily solve the needs of
this group and that some further, more lasting relocation
should be considered. Basically,; it would sppesr that
return to Rongelap is as much in question today as was the
Bikinians' return to Bikini at the end of Operation Cross-
roads. If an extending period of tims similar to that of
record relating to the Rikini pecple, in their move to.
Kwajalein and thencs Eili, and then partly to Jsbor under
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this recent concept, should prevail in reepect to the
Rongelap natives now at Bjit, it would result in much
difficult administration and unhappiness.

"In 1light of the impact such impligations might have in
the public press, or even in official documents of the
Trust Territories sinmilar to the paper by Mr. Tobin,
entitled "The Bikini Peopls, Past and Present,” it would
appear most desirable at this time to take & second look
at the Rongelap potential and posaidly to consider some
aggressive steps to solve this problem now, if sxtended
delays sre truly anticipated. It 1is obvious that 80 long
as these pecpis st Ejit expect to returm to Rongelap, -
muunotmmmumwd‘mmgm-
sufficient. They will eontinue to be warda of the Goyw
ermment, and paternalistic gevernment un uumrny
continus to an undesirable degres.

"It is recommendsd that AEC participation lnd mhodxm.ng '
of construction work be appreved after concdirence of your
offices, Trust Territories, snd Department of Interior,™ -
along the lines of detailed preliminary plani and estimates
which will be forvarded on eompletion. It is further
recommended that high level eonsideration of ARG interest
be explored insofar as ths ultimste solution for the
Rongelap group is concernsd, giving dus considerstion to
the time factor as well as other appsrently delicate ine
fluenges which are obvious.”

Vith refersnce tc Mr. Wnykoop's comment in the lest paragraph on
Page 2 - "Basically, it would appear that return to Rongelap i
as much in question today...." =~ this office dess not cenalder
that sufficient information as to the existing rad-safe situation
is on hand to date to endorss such s ccmment. You will recall
that the Rongelsp natives are scheduled to retum to Rongelap
sbout May 1955. We are undertaking an additional rad-safe survey
in the month of November in which the Eniwetok Marine Blology
Laboratory will participate.’ A complete survey will be made of
residual contaxdnation of the islands, the plant foods, snd the
fish, The results of this survey will be forwarded to you for
such action as may be considered appropriate at that time.

/o/
Donald J. Leebey
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