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D r .  Shields !;Tarren 
Chief, L)ivision 3ioloTy and Xeciicine 
Atomic a e r g y  Comnission 
!;Tashington 25, D. C. 

Dezr D r .  Ikrren: 

For the  F s t  IS nonths our Xvision or" Indus t r ia l  Hygiene, i n  cooperztion v i th  
the  Field Stat ion,  Division of  OccuFational I-fezlth, iJ. S. Public Health Service, has been c z r r y h g  on an mst i.cation of the  environmental conditianw in - t h e  
uranium *es. 
volune 02 uranium ore. It has been estinated,  although I do not hme the ?acts, 
that there  are between 300 and 400 uranium nines in t h e  state. It presently 
renresents  our  larsest n inera l  nroduction. 

Frankly, we are qui te  concerned a b u t  the  high l e v e l  of radon and radon daughter 
products that we k v e  found in these nines. 
formed of these findings through the Division of  Occupational Health, U. s. 
Fublic Fiealth Service. Despite tke extensive amount of work that has been done, 
we have only been able t o  cover 2 ra ther  small percentzge o f  the  uranim mines. 
I th ink  it i s  now t h e  f o r  us to evaluate conditions in a l l  of these estzblish- 
ments. 
radon daughter products, t'ne nmber o f  men emosed, th5 sani tary conditions sur- 
rounding t h e  nines, and whzt t m e  o f  vent i la t ion  i s  Drovided, FT any. 

As you arobzbly lmow, Colorado produces by far the  larqest  

I believe that you'nave been in- 

3y evaluating conditions I9em t o  d e t e r 5 n e  t'ne l eve l  of radon and 

In order t o  caxry out t h i s  project, it has been indicated t h a t  a n  evend i tu re  o f  
$10,000 trould be necessary. This would orovide 3 teams of 2 persons each and 
the  necessary equianent f o r  then t o  nake these studies.  
met and w i l l  not reconvene ?or another year it is  Impossible f o r  me t o  obtain 
t h i s  SM fron ovr operating budget. 
t he  Atozic Znergy Cornfission t o  make a g r a t  t o  t he  Colorado Xealth DeFartxent 
i n  order t o  carry out these studies o r  l e d  t h i s  departzent t he  necessary man- 
power and equiyment. 

O f  course you r ea l i ze  t h a t  the  Atordc 3nergy Commission has a v i t a l  i n t e re s t  in 
t h e  prodvction o f  uraniun ores  f ron t h i s  state. 
of these contaninants i s  not a d i f f i c u l t  Droblem and can be readi ly  accomplished 
by neans of adequate vent i la t ion.  
Division and the  Atonic Energy Com.ission t o  the  f u l l e s t  extent but we hzve the  
resDonsibil i ty,  both l ega l ly  and morally, of  protecting the health of the 
indus t r i a l  worker. 
tained. i n  the  &ing indust- b:r educational methods and it w i l l  not be necessary 

A s  ou r  l eg is la ture  has 

I am wondering if  it would be possible f o r  

I am advised that the control 

It is our  p m o s e  t o  cooperate with gaur 

It i s  xy firzl conviction t h a t  these corrections can be ob- 
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t o  resort t o  any means other than educational i n  order t o  secure corrections. 
I fee l  t h a t  a thorough i n v e s t i s t i o n  of the  ex i s thg  conditions in the  urmiun 
mines would be t o  our  mutual 5ener"it. 

I w i l l  apprsciate m y  assistance that the  Atomic h e r g y  C o d s s i o n  can give 
us i n  carryin,o out this Troject. 

.. 
Sincerely, 

R. L. Cleere, X.D., LFj.3. 
Zxecutive Director 


