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Dear Chuck: 

In view of the increasing poss ib i l i t y  that there  K i l l  be a re-run of 
the  Yugoslavian reactor accident under I .A.E.A.  auspices, may I raise 8 

questton concerning the  acquis i t ion of addi t ional  bio-nedical in fomat ion  
from tha t  accident. There are two k inds  of information which would be of  
great value were they t c  be made available in the  course of t h i s  re invest i -  
gat ion  . 

The first  i s  tne  fairly obvious need for  follow-up data on the sur- 
viving individuals. 
mental depression and i n  fact ,  one attempted suicide during t h e  past year. 
I n  addition, another s to ry  concerns the  very early development of radiat ion 
cataracts i n  some members of t h i s  group. 
been any c l i n i c a l  report  published i n  tJhe&calliterature by t he  Yugoslavian 
physicians i n  charge of  these patients.,,l"he second b i t  of i n fo rmt ion  desired 

of  t h e  procedures we have already published fo r  dealing with radiat ion over- 
exposure. W e  are very anxious t o  obtain, for  th i s  purpose, t he  results of 
any blood counts performed during the  second 21-hour period following the  
accident. 
these pa t i en t s  subsequent t o  that time. 
data began on the  th i rd  day or  beyond k8 hours post-exposure. Several e f f o r t s  
t o  obtain the  missing information by correspondence with Yugoslavian personnel 
have m e t  with failure. If a t  all possible, we would strongly urge that i n  t he  
course of t h i s  reinvestigation such infomat ion  be sought. 

Rmor has it that they a l i  developed r a t h e r  severe 

There has not yet, t o  my knowledge, 

would be of par t icu lar  value t o  George Tk- oma and me as an a id  t o  ymlidation 

'de have personally consulted the  French physicians who cared for  
'They have assured us  that t h e i r  

I do not  know &$at plans have been made f o r  medical par t ic ipa t ion  in 
t h i s  stu6y, other than those mentioned i n  Sterling Cole's original Press re- 
lease. 

investigator.  
certainly seem worthy of pur consideration. 

-.. ,__ 
If someone is going to carry out t h i s  aspect of t he  study, we would 

be happy t o  co r re spnd  d i r ec t ly  i f  you can sup2ly us with the name of the 2 
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If t h i s  aspect of the study has not been planned, it would 
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we are in the  process here of pregaring a formal pro?osal concerning 

tne  inha la t ion  work is t o  be  performed a t  Rochester, it tiould be o f  value 
for us t o  h o w  who at that i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be t h e  principle imes t iga tor ,  
i n  order tha t  w e  m y  collaSora1 e p o p e r l g  w+th tha t  aspect of the study. 

Eegarding the  i n d x i r l a l  health problem -&ich necss?Lt&tes thfs re- 
search, I understand t h a t  a f o m a l  document is now going t h o q h  operational 
chzraels 2na snould therefore be In  your hands before t o o  long. Since I 
have mred t h i s  course, I hope tha t  it -dll hive o e m  Lmpiernented by the 
tine I Take anott ier  visit t o  Paducah next week. 

f the neptunium netztbolism s t u d i e s  t o  be carr ied out  by our groug. Since ;.LA-.&,. -2 1 
. 
qi?4<* - > ,  --  J. 2 
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Sincmely ycurs, 
/ ,  < 

L ,  
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Niel 'niald, ;4. D, 
Associate Research Frofessor 
of  ?-a o i  9 ti on '4eal th  
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