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Dear Miss Wike: %
/

Subject: IRNPORMATION ON PLASH BURKES

Réference is made to your letter dated De cember 13, 1548, requesting

information regarding investigatioa of injuries due to flash burms
caused by the atomic bomb.

This office has mAde an exhsustive review of alld oouments which fall
within the Biologiosl Effects of Radiation category of the subjeck
index, both unclassified and classified; a thorough review of all
available published material us well as the material which is
soheduled for ,ublication as declassified doouments. Most of the
existing literature on this subject sppears to be of such an
elementary nature that it would be of little or no benefit to Dr.
Fearse in his flash burm problem. The pudblished literature, partiou-
larly, is more likely to be of interest to the layman than a solentifio
group. This fMformetion deals in only very broad terms with bombing
ef féots, outlining the number of casuslties and peroentages of various
kinds of easualties, such as those csused by falling objects, burns,
and radiation. The publications issued by the Strategic Bombing
Survey Group, the Army, the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission, Manhattan
Distrioct and others dlso deal in only very general terms with the
flash turn. A great number of photographs of flash burn effects are

available, but it appeers that these also would be of questionable
value,

This office has recent)ly reviewed and distributed a mumber of English
translations of Japanese reports which in our opinion represents the
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Miss Jane E, “7ike
TCecerber 2C, 1548

o8t comprehensive informstion availanle on flash burus. Coples of
these documeats heave been previously forwerded to your office. They are:

WP-287

¥r-288 NP=-299
¥P-292 ¥F-300
AP-295 NP-302
¥P-297 NP-303

The following deslassified doeunents whish alsc msy be appliesdle have
been forwarded to your offioe:

WC-933 Woc-1031

We sre enelosin: two additional Japaness dooumsnts, WP-315, and eme un-
mnbered dooumsnt entisled "Clinieal Reperts from Miorefilm.” This
report will »e assigned an NP mumber laser.

FPor your general information we are listing the follewing titles of
documents which you way desire Se ebdtain. It is polnted e, however,
that they desl in only general Serws with atemio bemb effeets:

Strategie Bombing Survey Publiestions
(eepies are availabdle from 0.P.D.)

“The Effects of Atomic Bembds en Hiroshimm and Nagasaky,*
Chairmen's Offies, June 30,1947

“The Effeets of Atomis Bomde en Health and Mediea)l Serviees
in Biroehima and Nagmseki,® Medioeal Division, Mareh 1947

*Zhat Pou Should Koow Abeus the Atomis Bomb. A lMessage Frexn The

Surgeon General® Army Medicsl Depertment. (A eempilation of sen
artisles which appeared in issues of the U, 8, Army lMedies]

le§in. Most of these articles have been sbetraeted individually
Taglear Solense Abstracts)

"Geners] Reyort. Atomie Bomd Casualty Cemmissien® National
Research Couneil, 2101 Censtitutiea Avenue, Nashingtoa 25, B, C,

*The Atomio Bemd. Facts and Implications,” The Atomio BSoientists
of Chiocago, 1126 Zast S9%h Street, Chisage, Illinsis
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Miss Jane K. Wike
Desewber 20, 1548

*The Atomio Bombings ef Hiroshims and Esgesaki,” U, 8,
Army. Manhattan Kagineer Distriet.

This office has no record ef reports dealing with skin studlies of
Eikini animels; however, it is quite pessidble that this infermation
my be available from ether sources. The dosuments ia this offioce
whish were written on the radietion effecta at Bikini deal with
effecks on fish, sea 1ife, algne snéd ether miere-erganisms.

It is regretied that more spplisadle informatien is net awailabdle
in this offies, and it i# eur epinicn that detailed studies of
flash Yurns, including bielegleal effeets of ray expesures, skin
studjes of umans ia Japan and related systemie stmdies my not
axist, or at leasts my net Mave deen relessed at this Vimm. Sheuld
edditionnl infermmsion Desome aveilable, (¢ will de ferwarded %o
you vitheuts further request.

Yery truly ywrs,

1. A, Warweis
Chief, Library Bestica
Yechnioal Informmtion Braneh, ORE

Eneln,s
1. XP-315, eopy 74 ¥ -
2. Cliniea) Reperss frea lierefilm, 1 copy
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