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UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

IDAHO OPERATIONS OFFICE 

P. 0. BOX 2 108 

IDAHO FALLS,  IDAHO:. 
..* R 

IN R E P L Y  R E F E R  TO: 

occ : RLH 
6 

Phi l l i p s  Petroleum Company 
Atomic Energy Division 
P. 0 .  zox 2067 
Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho 

October 8, 1965 

jtl Attention: Mr. L. L. Leedy 1 f. 

Subject: PURCHASE O ~ E R  NO. C-3357 - NETHYL IODIDE PROCUREMEX& zV > 

Dear Id r .  Leedy: 

It i s  requested t h a t  you provide Tracerlab with cer ta in  addi- 
t i ona l  information concerning the  re jec ted  shipment of methyl 
iodide. 
with your M r .  Ferguson a proposed l e t t e r  t o  Tracerlab. 

Please provide me with a carbon copy of your l e t t e r  as dispatched. 

M r .  Hames of our Office of Chief Counsel has discussed 

Very t r a y  yours, 

I W. A. 'Erickson, Director 
Contract Administration Division 

cc: J. P. w o n  

REPOSITORY zx/k/ 



Tracerlab, Inc. ‘t ’ 

1601 Trapel0 Rosd 
W a l t h s l o  54, Massachusetts 02154 

Attention: Hr. Joseph Rosenberg, Manager . 4 

Technical Products Mvlsion 

Subject: Purchase Order Ho. C-3357 

In furtherance of our teletype to you dated t 

and pursuant to the request of the Idabo Operatione O f f i c e  of the 
... 

A- mrgY CoPpdSSIQLI, them I S  E& forth bel= CS-n a d d i t I O X W  I ”  

least one am;q.tuls. There have hen such OPeDirrgs in other 

seals warn broken. All of the ampules had d l ,  usually 3-d 

openings ricer the top of the3ea;is or flre polished opcmings 

iadicating the m a s  were never scaled. 

3. !Phe plyethylene bottles in which the aaxpalee had been placed 

were cspped; however, oaly orrct of the cape was tight. 

zwminhg bottles were loosely capped and two o f  the caps sgpcrared 

The four 

I I l 8 5 b 3 8  
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4. One of %he ztqpules was empty when un-d "snd the other four 

contained liquid in arrrounts varying from about one-h%lf to 

about iive ml. Shortly after unpacking a l l  of the l iquid i n  the 

aatgules evaporated. 

5. Maaured thyroid depsitlons established that the shllpment was 

leaking radioactive lodjact prior to being loaded aboard the UAL 

cargo plane at Blewsrk, Sew Jersey airport on S e p t e m b e r  9, 1%S. 
1 

Pursuant to y w w  teletype of. 

retaiaing the containers for p u r  inspection. EBr. D. B. Holzgraf/of ' 

Unfoo Carbide inspected the containers and discussed thls mtter wlth 

AEC and Phillips' personnel on October 6 ,  1965. sbould you or your 

representative be In this area, w e  w o u l d  bc pleased t o  discuss this 

Ructher w i t h  you a8 w e l l .  

BI lc lOiumk6:  
PhO 

cc: Union Caxblde, n/o encls. 

x o  m l g  ~*l~comparUr w 4 4 7 $ ,  $754, 47x3 =ti &"?' Rose 

P. 0. Box 324 
ATTN: Mr. P. M. Stiar 

Tuxedo, New York lo987 
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Tracerlab, Inc. 
1601 Trapelo Road 
Xaltham 54, IvIassacl nusetl 

DRn 

;s 

L F T  

02 

Attenzion: M r .  Joseph Rosenberg, Manager 

.? -7 -  n , ,rn - . .  - 1  

5UD jec t : rurcnase uraer NO. ~ - 3 3 2 1  

Gentlemen: 
m e  

. + ,r I n  furtherance of our te le type t o  you dated. - - - r . ,-_ J 

and pursuant t o  the request of  the Idaho Operations Office of  the  

Atomic Energy Commission, there  i s  set f o r t h  below cer ta in  addi t ional  > -  

information supporting the  7jasis f o r  our re jec t ion  of the radioactive J" 
! 

i methyl iodide shipment. ,#' 

1. There w a s  indicat ion of f i r e  polished openings i n  the  seal of a t  

l e a s t  one ampule. 

ampules but t n i s  could not be def in i te ly  established since some 

sea ls  were broken. 

There may have been such openings i n  other  

A l l  of the ampules had small, usually jagged 

openings near the top of t h e s e a l s  or f i r e  polished openings 

indicat ing the ampules were never sealed. 

2. Carbon deposits i n  the sea ls  of a l l  ampules were evident. 

the  sea ls  were unusually f r a g i l e  and th in .  (See the  four  

attached photographs. ) 

Thus, 

3 .  The polyethylene bo t t l e s  i n  which the  ampules had been placed 

were capped; however, only one o f  the caps vas t i g h t .  

remaining b o t t l e s  were loosely capped and two of the  caps appeared 

The four 

t o  be cross-threaded. 
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4. One of the ainpules w a s  empty xhen unpac2ed’and the other  four 

contained l i qu id  i n  amounts varying from about one-half t o  

about f ive  m l .  Shortly a f t e r  unpacking. a l l  of the l i qu id  in the  

ampule s evaporated. 

5. Measured thyroid depositions established tha t  the  shipment w a s  

leaking radioactive iodine p r i o r  t o  being loaded aboard the  UAL 

cargo plane a t  Newark, New Jerzey a i rpor t  on September 9, 1965. 
a 

re taining the containers f o r  your inspection. M r .  D. B. Holzgrap o f ‘  ,f’ ‘f 

Union Carbide inspected the containers and discussed t h i s  matter v i t h  

AEC and Ph i l l i p s ’  personnel on October 6, 1965. Should you or your 

representative be i n  t h i s  area,  we would be pleased t o  discuss t h i s  

fu r the r  with you as well. 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

Enclosures : 
Photogra hs 4 8 h i l l i p  Petroleum Company 
Nos. i’$~$~-64 i732: iY54, 4753 and &731 

cc: Union Carbide, w/o encls .  
ATTN: Mr. P, M. S t i e r  

P. 0. Box 324 
Tuxedo, New York lo987 


