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LICENSING AND INSPECTION FUNCTIONS OF THE ISOTOPES DIVISION UNDER 
THE ATOMIC ENHZGY ACT OF 195L. 

OIrGLH 

The following information is submitted in accordance with your 
recent  telephone conversation with D r .  P. C. Aebersold, Isotopes 
Division, regarding the  status of  t h e  l icensing and impect ion 
functions of the Dotopes Division under the Atomic Energy Act 

A s  you are  aware, Section 81 of the 1954 Act eXp~SSly  provid;rs 
for l icensing of applicants seeking t o  UBI byproduct material 
(radioisotopes) . 
and a l s o  may l icense others t o  d i s t r i b u t e  byproduct material. 
Further,  the Connnisslon may exempt classes  of uses, users, or kind8 
or  quant i t ies  of byproduct material. 
Commission may export byproduct material or l icense others t o  
export such material. Section 31 of the 1954 Act directs  the  
Commission t o  exercise its powers in such a manner as t o  Insure 
continuation of research and developnent ac t iv i t i e s  relating t o  
nuclear processes, atomic energy, e t c .  

Although the 19L6‘Act d id  not  expressly provide for l icensing of 
byproduct material users, the Isotopes Division developed a pro- 
cedure whereby a person des i r ing  t o  procure such materials f i l e d  
an application and received an Authorization For Radioisotope 
Procurement pr ior  t o  obtaining and using byproduct materials. 
The authorization w a s  i n  t he  nature of a license. Suppliers were 
also authorized t o  d i s t r ibu te  materials and export them. Authori- 
zat ion exempt quantit ies were established for  a i c h  applications 
and authorizations were not required. Thus, a licensing procedure 
in many ways similar t o  t h a t  provided for in the 19% Act, has been 
in operation i n  the radioimtope program for several years. 

The authorization procedure i n  conjunction with educational, 
regulatory, and inspection functions of the  Isotopes Division has 

of 19%. 

The Commission may dis t r ibu te  byproduct material 

Section 82 provldes that the 
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proved very e f f ec t ive  i n  assuring radiological hea l th  safety Fn 
the  use of radioisotopes.  Several congressional witnesses have 
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h i s  e f f ec t :  

"There is already precedent for  t he  sale  by the  
Government t o  pr iva te  concerns of ma te r i ab tha t  are 
potent ia l ly  hazardous . 
materials so ld  by AEC t o  industry. 
i s  no comparison between the relat ionship of such 
materials and f i ss ionable  fuels  t o  the nat ional  
security,  there  is a cer ta in  similarity f romthe  
point of viev  of hea l th  and safety.  
Government has maintained fu l l  and adequate control, 
of t h e  safety aspects of the use of radioisotopes. 
I n  some appl icat ions of such material extmnrely 
hazardous conditions could dem1oE.w Jerome D. Luntz, 
h c l e o n i c s ,  Hearings before Joint  Committee on 
Atomic Energy, 83rd Congress, 2nd Session, HR 8862, 
Part  I, page 38. 

I refer  t o  radioactive 
Although there  

Thus far  the 

(Underscoring Supplied) 

"Under the present l a w  the AEC d i s t r ibu tes  f i ss ion-  
able and radioact ive materials t o  applicants who can 
demonstrate t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  handle them s a f e l y  and 
who have a reasonable requirement for them. The AEC 
has accomplished t h i s  result very s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  and 
ef fec t ive ly  , and has thus encouraged much important 
research with these materials, and as far as I know, 
with excel lent  safety and health experience .n 
C. G. Su i t s ,  Committee on Research, National b s n .  
of Hfg., HearFngs before J o i n t  Committee on Atomic 
Energy, 83rd Congress, 2nd Session, HR 8862, Par t  I, 
page L58. (Underscoring Supplied) 

Members of t h e  Advisory Committee on Isotope Distr ibut ion vho are 
appointed on the  bas i s  of t h e i r  eminence Fn academic, indus t r ia l  
and medical f i e lds ,  almost without exception, have hear t i ly  
endorsed the  pol ic ies  and administrative procedures of t h e  
Isotopes Division which have kept pace w i t h  the increasing growth 
of the isotopes program. These committee members, i n  most in- 
stances, are regular radioisotope users and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  are 
thus governed by these procedures and regulations. 

Although the s t a tu to ry  requirements f o r  l icensing are very similar 
t o  the authorization procedure developed by the  Isotopes Division, 
several  changes i n  procedure w i l l  be necessary t o  br ing isotope 
procedures i n t o  s t r ic t  compliance with the new Act. 
although not required by the Act, are considered desirable.  
changes aay be summarized as follows: 

Other changes, 
These 
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LICENSING 

1. 

2. 

The application and authorization form (Form AEC-313, 
AEC-374) will include the  term Nlicensem rather  than 
"authorization." "Byproduct material or i r rad ia t ion  
servicesn will be referred t o  r a t h e r  than W i o i s o t o p e s n .  
Since a l icense involves possible criminal penalties, 
it is f e l t  necessary t o  avoid nlicensinga any item that  
does not f a l l  within the  s t r ic t  def ini t ion of "byproduct 
material". (Cyclotron isotopes, for example, do not fal l  
within the def ini t ion and will not be aubject t o  Issuance 
of a l icense,  l imitat ions,  and possible penalties under 
the Atomic Energy Act. Houever, t he  dis t r ibut ion of ABC- 
owned cyclotron produced radioactive material w i l l  be 
subject t o  radiological health-safety requirements as a 
matter of contract  agreement, and issuance of.some ap- 
proval or authorization by the Isotopes Division will 
continue t o  be required.) 

A t  t h i s  time it is proposed t h a t  sealed sources and devices 
containing byproduct matarials would not be liceneed as 
u t i l i za t ion  f a c i l i t i e s ,  but cont ro l  would be exercised by 
l icensing the radioactivity,  as i n  the past. This of course, 
involves a consideration and approval of design features of 
such sources and devices, but s t r i c t l y  speaking the source 
would be l icensed and not the device. (It is  t o  be noted, 
however, t h a t  radiation from byproducta appears t o  be within 
t h e  def in i t ion  of "Atomic Energy" i n  Sec. 11,: of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, and devices using byproduct material 
could be considered within the def ini t ion of "u t i l i za t ion  
f ac i l i t y" ,  as s ta ted i n  Sec. 11v of the Act. 
understanding t h a t  the  "definit ions t a s k  force" of  the 
Washington Headquarters has recommended the exclusion of 
equipment and devices u t i l i z ing  byproduct material from the 
def ini t ion of  "u t i l i za t ion  f a c i l i t y "  on the assumption t h a t  
l icense controls exercised over the byproduct material  would 
provide such control as is needed t o  protect the "health and 
safe ty  of the public".) 

It is our 

3.  Congressional. witnesses, par t icu lar ly  those from indus t r ia l  
groups, in discussing proposed l icensing features of the 
Act, emphasized t h e i r  desire t o  know the ground rules  appli-  
cable t o  possession and use of materials thus licensed. 
It i s  proposed, therefore, t o  define with more par t icu lar i ty  
the c r i t e r i a  f o r  issuing byproduct material licenses. 
Subconunittee on Human Applications, i n  its December meeting 

The 
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wil l  be requested t o  recommend def in i t ive  medical c r i t e r i a  
which may be published i n  the Federal Register as guide- 
l ines  t o  medical applicants.  
t es t ing ,  and label ing of sealed sources, and health-safety 
regulations of general application have been draf ted f o r  
early publication i n  the Federal Register. 

With the changes i n  the new Act t o  permit construction and 
private ownership of power and dual purpose reactors,  and 
the developing picture  with respect t o  pr ivate  research 
reactors,  recognition should be given t o  the f a c t  t h a t  the  
Commission is  l icensing and regulating possession and use 
of byproduct material which has o r i g h a t e d  in privately 
operated reactors.  
l icensing requirements and l imi ta t ions  in Section 81 and 82 
of the  Atomic Energy Act of 19%. As such pr ivate  reactors 
are placed In operation, and are used t o  produce byproduct ' 

material, the  rules and procedures of the Commission with 
respect t o  porsession and use of such nraterlal w i l l  be of 
utmost importance t o  t h e  persons owning and operating reactors.  
Another area in which the  l icensing ac t iv i ty  of the  Camnlssion 
d i rec t ly  a f fec ts  pr ivately owned byproduct material is  that 
pertaining t o  imports of such material by persons in the 
united States .  The l i c e n s h g  requirements and l imi ta t ions  
of the  Act a lao apply t o  the Fmport of byproduct material. 

5 .  We have recently forwarded a paper recommending procedures 
fo r  the  d is t r ibu t ion  and l icensing of the export of  byproduct 
material t o  persona i n  foreign countries. 
d i rec t  AEC dis t r ibut ion,  l icenses  would be issued t o  suppliers, 
export firma, and other persons in the  United S ta t e s  authorir-  
ing export of byproduct material. If the country involved has 
executed an YAgreement f o r  Cooperation" with the United States ,  
an order could be placed d i r ec t  with a'U. S. supplier;  
spec i f ic  approval by the  Cormmission would not be necessary. 
The exporter in such case would ham a "general l icense" 
isaued by publication in the Federal Register. 

The Commission is directed,  in other sections of the  Act 
not re la ted t o  byproduct material, t o  impose the  minimuro 
amount of regulation consistent with obligations t o  promote 
the common defense and secur i ty  and protect the public heal th  
and safety.  The Isotopes Division will follow t h i s  policy i n  
its l icensing procedures. Certain items and quant i t ies  of 
byproduct material now are exempted from the application and 
authorization procedures under the 1946 Act. Under the  new 
Act it is proposed t h a t  a general l icense will be issued by 

Standards governing manufacture, 

4. 

Such materials are subject t o  the  

In  addition t o  

6. 
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7. 

8.  

publication i n  the Federal Register permitt ing possession 
and use of such items and quant i t ies  of material. 
A general l icense applicable t o  everyone i s  granted by the 
regulation, thus avoiding individual license applications 
and spec i f i c  l icenses.  
Washington, f o r  example, recommending a marked l ibera l iza t ion  
of the quant i t ies  of byproduct material heretofore designated 
as “authorization-exempt quantit ies,@ f o r  which a general 
l icense could be granted. 
t o  be desirable t o  exempt such quan t i t i e s  of byproduct 
material from a l l  l icensing provisions i n  l i e u  of t h e  above 
procedure ) 

A staff paper is pending in 

( I t  may, however, be determined 

Section 183 requires t h a t  cer ta in  terms and conditions be 
included i n  all Commission l icenses .  
m u s t  be signed under oath or affirmation (Section 182). 

The appl icat ion therefor 

The Commission is authorized t o  consider i n  a single applica- 
t i on  one or more of the activities f o r  which a l icense is 
required. The decision as t o  whether certain licenses should 
be cambined, howemr, rests solely in the discret ion of the 
Cormnission. 
generally combine byproduct l i c e n s h g  with other l icensing 
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h i s  time, and such consolidation would not 
appear t o  serve any useful purpose. 

It may be burdensome on AEC procedures t o  

Gamma i r r ad ia t ion  services, act ivat ion analyses or the services 
which do not produce byproduct material,and stable isotopes will 
not be subject t o  issuance of a l i cense  under t h e  Atomic Energy 
Act of 19SL. 
materials will be subject t o  sane approval or authorization by the 
Isotopes Division, when being obtained from AEC facil i t ies.  

However, it is proposed tha t  such services and 

Evaluation of applications for l i censes  is essen t i a l ly  a technical 
problem inasmuch as the  basic c r i t e r i a  for issuance of l icenses is 
the  protection of public health and safety  and the c o m n  defense 
and security.* This involves an extensive knowledge of  biological 
hazards of various radiomaterials, adequacy and s u i t a b i l i t y  of 

* 
O f  course, application8 f o r  l i cense  m u s t  a l s o  be evaluated 
from the  standpoint of the proposed use t o  ascer ta in  whether 
such use comes within the uses permitted by the Act. 



protective devices, shielding, survey instnunentation, personnel 
monitoring devices and procedures. With the rapid growth of 
indus t r ia l  uses of radioisotopes,  t he  number of uses are in- 
creasing i n  which radioisotopes w i l l  ultimately appear in products 
sold t o  the public. Thus, technical  evaluation of health-safety 
problems associated with use of radiomaterials becomes even more 
important. 
biological cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of radioisotopes, it is of ten possible 
t o  relax l icensing requirements for c e r t a h  byproduct material  or  
cer ta in  uses. 

Conversely, as more data i s  acquired regarding t h e  

Many applications which are disapproved propose uses or procedures 
uhich could be highly in jur ious  *om a radiological safety view- 
point,  
radiation dose which, over 8 period of several ueeks, would doubt- 
less have resul ted in extremely ser ious radiation injury and 
possibly death. 
monitoring instruments which w i l l  not respond t o  the radiat ion 
involved; e,g. dosimeters f o r  beta radiation. 

In one instance an applicant proposed t o  receive a weekly 

Frequently applicants propose t o  use personnel 

The Allocations Branch, in addition t o  i t s  purely l icensing 
function, frequently is able  t o  assist byproduct material users 
by suggesting modifications of the  applicants proposed program 
which would render the  proposal s a fe  from a radiological  heal th-  
safety viewpoint. Often a less dangerous isotopic material can 
be subst i tuted f o r  t he  one proposed and prove both safer and more 
effect ive f o r  the purpose. This not only contributes t o  health- 
safety, but in  some instances permits approval o f  an appl icat ion 
which otherwise would be disapproved on grounds of radiological  
health-safety . 
A r e a l i s t i c  l icensing system f o r  byproduct mater ia  necessarily 
en ta i l s  a thorough knowledge of biological  hazards associated with 
specific materials and means of protecting against  such deleterious 
effects. In  absence of such special ized knowledge, the dual 
objectives of (1) promoting the use of such materials for research, 
medical, i ndus t r i a l  and other  usefu l  purposes and (2)  protecting 
the public health-safety cannot be achieved with any degree of 
success . 
The licensing program of the Isotopes Division appears t o  have 
attained these goals with remarkable effectiveness, a minimum of 
"red tape" and excel lent  public re la t ions.  
fu l  t h a t  any advantage would accrue from changing t h i s  procedure 
or organization except f o r  such changes in procedures, forms, 
terminology, and terms and conditions expressly required by t h e  
new Act. 

It is extremely doubt- 

This is  pa r t i cu la r ly  t rue inasmuch as t h e  new Act, 
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i n  so far as domestic use of byproduct materials i s  concerned, 
e s sen t i a l ly  follows the same framework under which by-product 
material regulations and procedures already have been established. 
It would appear that  no substantive or insurmountable l e g a l  or 
admhis t r a t ive  problems are presented which cannot be worked out 
within the framework of the present organization of the Isotopes 
Division. 

INSPECT ION 

Section 25(c) of t h e  Atomic Energy Act of 1954 establ ishes  an 
Znspect ion Division which. 

"shal l  be responsible f o r  gathering information t o  show 
whether or not the contractors ,  licensees, and of f icers  
and employees of the  Commission are complying Kith the  
provisions of t h i s  Act (except those provisions fo r  which 
the Federal  Bureau of Invest igat ion is responsible) and 
t h e  appropriate ru l3s  and regulations of  the  Commission". 

Section 161(p) authorizes the Commission t o  

'Bequire by rule, regulation, or order, such reports,  and 
the  keeping of such records Kith respect to, and t o  pro- 
vide f o r  such inspections of, a c t i v i t i e s  and s tudies  of 
types specif ied i n  Sect ion 31 and of a c t i v i t i e s  under 
licenses issued pursuant t o  Sections 53, 63, 81, 103, and 
10k, as may be necessary t o  e f fec tua te  the purposes of 
t h i s  Act, including Section 105;". 

hasmuch as the Radiological Safety Branch of the Isotopes Division 
performs an  inspection function wi th  regard t o  conformance of 
l icensees with radioisotope d i s t r ibu t ion  regulations, it muld 
appear t ha t  there nay be some overlapping of functions between 
the  two Divisions. 
Radiological Safety Branch performs many other services than 
inspection, functions which are indispensable t o  l icensing and 
other a c t i v i t i e s  of the Division. The functions of the  
Radiological Safety Branch may be s t a t ed  as  follows: 

It is t o  be emphasized, however, t ha t  the  

1. Inspection for compliance with regulations and instructions.  

2. Evaluation of adequacy of fac i l i t i es  f o r  radiological health- 
safety. 
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3. 

4. 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

8 .  

Issuance of recommendations or inst ruct ions t o  correct un- 
sa t i s f ac to ry  rad io logica l  health-safety conditions. 

Cooperation w i t h  S t a t e  and l o c a l  heal th  g r o u p  through 
jo in t  visits t o  users  of byproduct material and through 
forwarding of information and regulations per t inent  t o  
radiological  health safety. 

Coordination with Allocations Branch, Isotopes Division 
through use of inspection reports as a guide t o  future  
l i c e  na ing . 
Assistance t o  general  public, Fncluding industry, in matters 
of radiological  health-safety and in answering f i e l d  
inqui r ies  regarding byproduct material l icensing procedures 
and regulations.  

Collaboration i n  preparation of radiological health-safety 
s t andards 

Preparation of educational information i n  form of technical 
reports and spec ia l  s tudies  dealing with radiological  
health-safety, f o r  which there are inadequate data i n  the 
open literature . 

The eight  staff members (one vacancy a t  present) comprising the 
Radiological Safety Branch annually vlsit from 400 t o  500 ins t i tu t ions  
using byproduct material. Ins t i tu t ions  selected f o r  v i s i ta t ion  
usually are those using long-lived or  substant ia l  quant i t ies  of the 
more hazardous material. Fac i l i t i e s ,  handling equipment, shielding, 
vent i la t ion,  storage faci l i t ies ,  handling procedures, personnel 
monitoring instruments, records, waste disposal. and monitoring pro- 
cedures and other  items of interest are observed and evaluated from 
t h e  viewpoint of rad io logica l  health-safety . Recornendat ions for  
correction of marginal o r  unsatisfactory conditions are issued a t  
the time of v i s i t a t ion .  If serious deficiencies exist a formalized 
radiological safety ins t ruc t ion  (administrative order) is  issued 
having the force of l a w  and requiring correction of the  unsatis- 
factory condition by a s t ipu la ted  time. 

In  accordance with w e l l  established procedures, members of state 
heal th  departments are invited t o  make jo in t  visits t o  byproduct 
material users with members o f t h e  Radiological Safety Branch. 
This cooperative program has been par t icular ly  helpful  t o  s t a t e  
groups which do ngt possess personnel thoroughly t ra ined i n  
radiological health-safety . 
keeps s t a t e  health groups currently informed of AEC inspection 
standards, and analyzes r e su l t s  of j o in t  v i s i t s  t o  determine where 
concentration of effort would be most helpful. 

The Radiological Safety Branch also 

1 1 8 4 5 1 2  
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In addition t o  formal inspection a c t i v i t i e s  resu l t ing  i n  recom- 
mendations and o d e r a ,  and fo l lov  up visits t o  =sure compliance 
therewith, the  Radiological Safety Branch coordinates its 
a c t i v i t i e s  c lose ly  with the Allocations Branch. 
it is des i rab le  t o  inspect f a c i l i t i e s  pr ior  t o  issuing a l icense.  
In such cams  t h e  Radiological Safety Branch v i s i t s  the applicant 
and evaluates h i s  f a c i l i t i e s  and procedures from a radiological 
safety viewpoint and then confers with the  Allocations Branch with 
regard t o  the  pending application. 

I n  some instances 

Infomation appearing i n  f i e l d  visit reports of the  Etadiological 
Safety Branch i s  also u t i l i z e d  ex tens lmly  i n  evaluating future 
applications which a byproduct material user might f i l e  with the 
Commission. Radiological Safety Branch regcesentatives also 
wwer many queations 88 t o  l icensing procedures, pending appli-  
cations, a v a i l a b i l i t y  of materials,  etc. ,  on the  spot, frequently 
eliminating need f o r  extensive correspondence. 

The Radiological Safety Branch aonfers with indus t r i a l  and other u te rs  of 
byproduct material u l th  regard t o  radiological  health-safety pro- 
cedures, proposed radiological  health-safety standards, and, i n  
sonre instances,  reviews prototype and production models of devices 
containing byproduct material. This last function, performed o 

savings t o  a manufacturer and issuance of a l icense for the  by- 
product material after minor changes i n  design. Standards govern- 
i ng  the manufacture, labeling, and t e s t ing  of sealed radioactive 
sources, f o r  example, u8re diecussed i n  some detail with manu- 
fac turers  of such sources before sending such proposed standards 
t o  Washington fo r  publication in the  Federal Register. 

from a rad io logica l  safety standpoint, m y  r e su l t  i n  considera * e 

Through t h e i r  many contact8 both the  Allocations Branch and the 
Radiological Safety Branch are qual i f ied  t o  collaborate with other 
staff members of t he  Division in initial draft ing of  standards 
and regulat ions.  
well acquainted wi th  the purpose and in ten t  of regulations and 
standards and they are cognizant of t he  unsatisfactory conditions 
which such standards are designed t o  correct or avoid. 
a highly r e a l i s t i c  approach i n  inspection of f a c i l i t i e s  t o  deter- 
mFne i f  they comply u i t h  Commission standards. 

Hembers of  the Radiological Safety Branch are 

This pennits 

Staff  members a l s o  prepare papers on radiological health-safety, 
par t icu lar ly  covering those f i e lds  where gaps i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  
appear. 
commercial journals  and magazines. Radiological Safety Branch 
representat ives  a l s o  work with various committees concerned with 
health-safety such as the numerous subcommittees of the NCRP, 

These papers appear i n  AEC publications and a lso  in 
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the American Standards Association, the  Committee on Use of 
Radioisotopes i n  Hospitals, e t c .  
keep the committees and other  groups currently informed of pro- 
cedures and controls of the Isotopes Division, AEC regulations, 
etc., and coordinate the  a c t i v i t i e s  of a l l  groups so as t o  avoid 
conflicting recommendations . 

Sta f f  members i n  these cases 

Although a purely inspection a c t i v i t y  is  essent ia l  and it is 
necessary at times t o  issue formalized orders and t o  enforce 
compliance with regulations,  the Radiological Safety Branch 
emphasizes the value of education in effecting radiological 
health-safety. An effective radiological  health-safety program 
is possible only i f  a g rea t  mount of preventive a c t i v i t y  i s  
undertaken. Although numerous instances of unsatisfactory con- 
di t ions are found, and corrected i n  routine visits, t h e  primary 
objective and philosophy of the Radiological Safety Branch is  t o  
prevent infractions of regulat ions and t o  maintain sound safety 
procehures . 
Experience of t he  Radiological Safety Branch in vfsi t fng users is 
invaluable i n  establ ishing cri teria for evaluation of applications 
for Ucenses, safety standards, and l icensing and inspection 
procedures. Field v i s i t s  of ten e l i c i t  information and data useful 
in appraising the hazards associated Kith cer ta in  devices o r  
specif ic  radiomaterials while in actual  use. Standards may be 
adjusted accordingly 

In addition t o  developing radiological  standards the Radiological 
Safety Branch also studies r e l a t i v e  biological hazards of by- 
product material i n  various m d i a  and recommends quant i t ies  of 
specif ic  byproduct material which may be exempted from the l icensing 
procedure or covered under a general license. 

It is  t o  be st ressed that t i e  functions of the Radiological Safety 
Branch are so closely interwoven with the licensing functions of 
the Allocations Branch that close association and cooperation 
betueen the tw, branches is  indispensable i f  radiological health- 
safety in  the use of byproduct material  i s  t o  be assured with a 
minimum of inconvenience and administrative procedures from the 
viewpoint of the user. Criteria for inspections are  w e l l  es tabl ished 
and have proved most e f fec t ive  i n  promoting health-safety. 
c r i t e r i a ,  however, are revised and adapted t o  meet changing require- 
ments occasioned by new and broader uses o f  byproduct material  and 
current concepts of radiological  hea l th  -9 afety , 

Such 

It would be undesirable t o  separate the purely impect ional  functions 
(fact  finding) of the Radiological Safety Branch from the other 
dut ies  inasmuch as one v i s i t  t o  a user serves many purposes. 
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Separation of the functions would result i n  dual v i s i t a t ion  by 
different  groups, unduly burdening byproduct material users wi th  
a mul t ip l ic i ty  of v i s i t s ,  increased t r ave l  expenses, and other 
objectionable r e s u l t s  . Further, the integrat ion of l icensing 
and inspection within one division permits close coordination 
of the two groups and ac t iv i t i e s .  
programs are so closely a l l ied tha t  members of each branch work 
a s t ipu la ted  number of weeks each par with the other branch i n  
order t o  keep currently informed of  procedures, work loads, and 
program objectives.  

As a matter of f ac t ,  the  

Although the Inspection Division is responsible f o r  gathering 
information regarding possible v io la t  ion of Commission regulations 
by licensees, such as byproduct material users, we belie- tha t  
t h i s  function can be adequately covered by the a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  
Radiological Safety Branch. There is no doubt t h a t  members of the 
Radiological Safety Branch, i n  conjunction w i t h  t h e i r  other  duties, 
can investigate possible violation of byproduct material regula- 
t ions with f a c i l i t y ,  economy, and effectiveness * 

CONCLUSION 

The l icensing and inspection functions, procedures, c r i t e r i a ,  
d e s  and regulations,  governing the possession, use, and transfer 
of byproduct material are well defined and established. The great 
bulk of Comission licensees, From a numerical viewpoint, will be 
seeking l icenses  so le ly  f o r  byproduct materials. Continuation o f  
an AEC wide off ice ,  such as the Isotopes Division, solely devoted 
t o  l icensing byproduct material uses, and inspecting, advising, 
and educating with regard t o  ha l th-safe ty ,  is i n  t h e  interest 
of the m a n y  byproduct material users. There would appear t o  be 
l i t t l e  advantage in confusing these w e l l  defined procedures by 
combining them with other licensing procedures i n  which the 
majority of byproduct material users are not interested.  
not desirable,  and probably not economical, t o  separate t he  
licensing and inspection functions. 
Branch performs more than an inspection service,  although this 
is an important phase of the Division work. Close coordination of 
the l icensing and inspection a c t i v i t i e s  has proved t o  be very 
effective in promoting and maintaining radiological h e a l t h  safety 
i n  the uae of  byproduct material. 

It is 
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