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1 large suaber of irrigated frui} and vegetadls f1elds lecated witin 5~Am0 |
the Moundaries of the K.3.¥Y. reservaiion wvere ia astive eperetion at the U mn o
time of Project imesption. 8ince all aveiladle food sapplies wvere urgsatly 1 & _‘Q : ;
aeeded by the armed foross, the Governmeni requestisd contizued operation of I I .OE'U ‘
the {rrigated fields oz the preject. Becsase of the acuts lader shertage, the ; LS5
Government arranged for the operstica of thess facilities by Federal Prisca 3 § 32 E
Iadnstries, Inc., of McBeil Island, Yashingtea, ‘ 1.3 ~g ~
) ’;
his memorandun descrides relations with FPI ia the care and harvestisg | Qb‘i % .
of fruit and vegetadle crops im and near the Village of Richland, %o July 1, : g~y
¥SIBILITY FOR IRRIGATION STSTEX - I

Daring & visit %o the Project in the Spring of 1943, General L. R. Groves
iastructed the du Poat Comstrusiion Division to operate the Hanford smd Rich-
land frrigation facilities as rohl}nd and to the extent neosssary to maine A
taia the orchards ia those areas't/,

The Area Enginesr's offioe adrised the du Pont Cowpany by letter dated .
October 14, 1943 that the Government would taks possessica of all the physical .
facilisies of the Rahlsad Irrigation District locatsd within the reesrvatioa
a3 of 13100 Foozn, Octoder 15, 1943, and that such possession would de sudject .
to the a¥ility of the Projest to ccatizne $0 deliver water te sertains lands i 3
outsids of the reservatica boumdaries. The adove letter wvas amplified ¥y a
further lottar dated Tebruary 1, 1944, requestiing that the Coatrsstor malntain
and operate thess facilities aad supply irrigation %o such laads as wight be
requested {rn: time to tinme by the Area Engineer's office.
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(1) lLetter from G. P. Chmrch to the Ares Bugineer, dated May 17, 1943,
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DSE OF FXISON LupoR

Ia Nly 1543 an agreensut vas reachsd Detwesa the Contrsetor, the dovern-
vent, snd F?I wberedy the Government would use selected prisen labor $o culti-
vate, care of irrigate and harvest frult and vegetadle croye oa the Nanford
reservationil), Ascordingly FPI ecared for the erchards om the Preject (otder
than ia the Richland Dlatrict) during the 1943 season, working from s special
camp egtablisbed at the "Horn? of the Yakima River.

arly in 1944, the Area Ingineer recommended that oonsiderstion de givea
to the utilisation of FPI lador in caring for the orchards ia asd arcuni the
Richland Yillege. The Contractor questioned such vae of prisca labor, par-
ticularly becsuse of the extected adverse paychelogical sffest ox the Village
populace, The Area Ingineer sdvised that the ¥arden of McBell lsland Prisca
had assured him that the prisoners who vould de sssigned te euch work would
be & picked 1ot and under closs supervisios, and that e difficalties should
be encountered.

A vielt was made by the Operations Servies Superiztendent te the local
camp of TPI to cbtain first-hand inforwation as te the type ¢f mem deing used.
™he statemsats of the Varden seemed t0 de dorns oud sxoept for {he gusatity of
swpervisiea. 4 teztative sgressent then vas reached Yetween 2o Ceatractor
and the Ares Xogineer, whbaredy consideration was t4 be givea %o Gevernmead
utilisation of IPI lador outsids a "buffer? sirlp aversgiag cas~quarter szile
12 width arcund the Village limits,

A meoting vas called oa Fedruary &, 1944, Yy the Service Scperintenient
to discuse and forwulste & plan vhersdy such proposed wse of lador frea FPl
sight de realized. This mesting was attended ¥y a representative of the
Design IMvislon, the Assistant Pield Superimtendsmt of Coastruotion, the Rich-
land Tillage Asslstant Superintendent, the Chief Superviser of Village Utili-
ties, and a Utilities IMvision IEnginser,

Ia viev of the acute sbortage of labor im Richland, and ths large mumber
of man-bhours required for the irrigating, spraying, pruniag aad harvesting of
fruit, and ia tke irrigating, cultivatiag and barvesting of vegetadles (pris-
clpally asparagus), 4% was felt that a vorkiag arraagement deivesn the irea
Tagineer's office and the ¥ardea of McBell Islaad Prisen oculd de achieved
vbheredy the prisonsrs, uadsr Government coatrol amd wupervisies, eorld parfora
the neocessary work. IPI would receive the harvest as ite returmn for the work
performed., Buel s procram lad deen carrisd ocut sacosesfully the previons
Joar 12 the Nazford Aree with s conslderadle m‘lm i eritical Project lader
and valmable food products.

Asrial photographs and maps of the Richland irea were studied ia tbe seet-

iag of Pedbruary 4, 1544, and & doundary lise was teatatively agreed upon amd

& map 90 mrked. This 1ine oonld be generslly descrided as Yeing eme-quarter
xile cateids the residential section of the Tillage, the inteation being that
7?1 lavor wolald not coms withis those limits for pelicy reasons aad that the
én Poat Company would maintaln snd ocontrol the orvhards lylag withia said
Youndary 1ims. Thers were five such orchards within the Tillage proper, ooa-
sisting of pessh and cherry trees.

-3

(1) Dz Peat Project 9538, Construction History of Projest, Yol. IV, page 1348,
Yedoral Prison Indmstries.
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A f1614 trip thea was mde ia which ths proposed line was revised ia
part to estadlish mere dafinite existing doundaries, such as roads, draisage
ditches and railread tracks. The map thes was prepared by the Usilities
Divigion and dlscmseed Vith the irea Enginesr's office late 1z Fedruary 19M.

During tha early Spriag of 1344, pruning asd sprayiag epersiions were
begun in the outlylsg orchards 3y prieca lader acoordisg te the terss
upon detwesn the Arsa Inginser ant FPI on March 31, 1944. XNowever, dus to
cootizned labor shortage, the Constructioa Divieloca was uasdle %o care for
the orchards ia the Muffer® strip and the Ares Bugineer was requasted to have
771 care for thees additional orchards aad fields dariag the 1944 sssscn. T
Arsa Ingineer agreed to such an arrangemeat, Wt stipalsted that if FPI per-
formed this preparatory work, they shocld also Parvest the erep.

Aa important phase of this agricultural prodles was, sf oouree, that of
maintaining the supply of water fer the irrigatioa of the frult aad vegetadles
{xvolved, This was handled by the ¢n Pont Company ia accordances with the moteld
agresasnt to ¥ responsidle for the wupply of irrigation water and 2ll main-
teaance of equipmen’ fros the polind of origia ad the dam, throwgh the maia
canals, iate the lateral ditabes, aad ea %o 2o distiritmtion poiats or weir
boxes, or te a Righ point of dlstrivmtion commca Se seversl tracts. Megponsi-
L1ty from that poins, including maintemance of flmmes and rille, rested

The adove arrsagesest wrksd sslisfsetorily fer the remainder of the
1944 seascn, and & large emcunt of prodmes aad freit wae saved and directed
into useful channsls, FPI fouad that a tremendous swoual of work was invelvred
and, decanse of a lador shortege ia thelr group near the end of $he ssason,
they discontinued work iz the asparsgus fields, Throagh aa announcemsnt by
the Ares Enginesr vadlisded in the weekly Richland Bulletin of Vay 19, 1944,
thege fielde thersupon were opened to the Villsge regidents. Smilarly, tde
orchards within the Yillage wvere made avalladls to the residents iz the Summer
and Yall of 1544.

The 1945 seasca found the lador sitwation even more critical thaa defore,
and the Ares Zagineer was advised that sufficient mampower was »ot avalladle
to perform neceseary work on the irrigation systesm and the erchards withis
the Tillage. In & meeting ia L%, Col, 3, 2. Regers! office ea Fedruary 27,
1948, with reprecentatives of &u Pont and TP astending, {t was agreed that
the latter vould expply smpervisien and lador for cleaning the mis diteh
that Spring. Du Peat was 10 previds the earth-moving equipmsat needsd to
sxpsdite tXis wrik. JFPI alss were to be recponsidle fer \he mmintenance aad
revelr of all required laterals and pipes cutsids the TMllage limite, with
é¢u Poat swpplyiag pipes, staves, aad other materials as required for mech
minteasanos. I8 also was decided that 71 would msintain the five orshards
wvithia ths Village, using eivilisas rather thaa priscmsrs as irrigators, aad
that FPI would harvest the resultaat crops(l),

3=

(1) Letter, vith attachmeat, dated March 3, 1945 from the Arsa Engisser to
¥, 0. S8imoa.
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