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TRULT TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
OFIICE OF THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR
MAJURU, MARSIALL ISLAMNIG
May 21, 1956

Dr. R. A, Copard _
Bropkhavon National Labouratory

Upton, N. Y. BEST CCRPY AVAILABLE
Dnar Dr. Conard: v

Thirngns have buen fire here sinco you left last April.
the hazlth side at EJit has had ns prohblem and everykhing wao fine unt.il
last Sunday, May 13, 1956, =whon he came ovar to Uliga eaxly in the oven-
ing to announce -that one man had cnddenly died after 9 vory short illnoss
of about one hour duration.

Sinco this woa the first death amsnng Lhe original. Reangelapeose
that werv brought hore, wo wovo faced with the prohlem of an autopsy. We
discivned the matiter with the Dlgtrict Adminlstrator, Mr. Miaynard Neas,
anl Mr. Byron Bandsr, ono of our School toachorn and a Iiason Offlcor to
the Ejit ponople. At first they thousht thal wo send a dispatth to Enewetak
for somo doctors thora to comg and do what nocassary measwroa thoy think on
the dscouuod but after my oxplaining that you had left inetructions aas to
what to do in case of death among the Nongolap poople they agrond that I go
shoend.

Not to interfere with local customs of Marshallese death Tituals
we agreod to lot the family have thn body for the night. Mr. Bonder and
Mr. Jack Tobin, the District Amthropologist, went cver that samo evoning
to Ejit as a courtesy moasurs of the Administration at the death rituals,
They were askod to try and get permission for an autopsy at the same tims
8o it could be performed tho following morning.

(Incidently, we wers performing anothcrr autopsy and embarming
that same Sunday evening on another death ( . of Likiep) which
ocoupled much of our time with my practitioners until about midnight, not
to montion a baby delivery all about the sume time. Some unusual happen-
ings all at once

On Morday morning, May 14, Mr. Bendar came in to our office with
and John, the Ejit Maglstrate. They had ssked the famlly permisslon
for an autopsy but the family refused. John and were willing to go
along with our wish of doing an autepay but the famlly were reluctamt wilth
a fear that we sball mutilats the body, remove pleces and orgams which
scoording to thelr native beleif is a very bad thing to the future after-
1lifoe of the deceased.
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To ovorcomo this I had to sand ons of my practitioosrs, Dr. Armer Ishoda,
to do tho axplaiuning and reasons of why wo wished to do am autopsy. In
the {irst place it rma an unuiua) doath wlithout any history of 1llness,
and the ueaond sas thal we mantod to exclude death by radiation which
only the AN} people can deteot. The family firally corsented. The body
vas redolved at tho hospital in the afturnoon, twenty hours after deaths

Befora I go on with the autopsy findings let mo brief you with
the decssuad hislovy bofore deaths as yiven byr ~  , the health alde:

1 {ulso spellod  _ __ in your pnpers wo havo with us)
aged 45, male, vos onn of the 8, origlinal persons of Rongelap during the
195/ radinactivo fallout. He has nover visited our hospital nor attended

our Out-pationt Clinic for ary 1linesn, ~atatos he has besn always
healthy until the day of deata. (Aitwsr our autopsy findings we enjuired
to whether he had notlced ary seslling of tha. decoased feet during

the past. He quickly statod that he had noticnd if abtout two months
pravisunly but hod Laken no ceonnideration to 1t since the man did not

complain of amythlng else).

HISTUL s

\ The docnased was quite well until May 13, 1956 when

around 3 P.M. he wont for a walk. He (ipnlly sat and reosted undar the

shade of a cocontit palm vhen suddordly he dovelcpud shortnecs of ureath,

no pain, enl montioned this to ono lady who was noar hy. He laid there

for about an hour whon followlng this dyopnic attack he developed acute

griping paino at his lnwer atrlomen which came and went. He walked home,

and , the heulth aide, ws calied for. Upon arrival at about 4:30 P.M.
noticed that khe man wan dyapnic and having a rigid abdomen which

lasted for half an hour whan he fimlly died. The man actually was dead at

5:15 P.M. Junt over ons hour since the appearance of the first symptom.

D NI et o AR L s N e

On inquiring ahout tho deconsed's previous history of illnesses,
etc. gave me the following:

o IR

1. doog not know of the Jdeceaged ¢hildhood Lllnasges.

2. During the Japanese oocupation of the iwl.nds, the deceased
developed nsoms mental trouble after a loug drift on a boat
from the Marshalls to Nauru ( about 600 miles away).

3. In 1953 decsased dovelored a queer imagination that his
ahdeman swelled with high tides and recsdes with outgoing
tide. During high tides, deceased had to stay in the house
and gets out when it is low tida. This was a&ll imaginary
and no actual swelling was noted according to .
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4s Prior to the atomlc fallout uunl the proceding period
patient wug quite well.

5« Lust yesr while on Ejit docousud dmelapod an illneas of
pyroxia of unknown cawse. Tomporafure ramged from 102 to |
104%F. for 4 deys and then got wull. fle was treated by

with Aspirina only. :

6. In January of thim yeur, he had another attuck of the same
trouble which lasted & wook. Asso:lated with the fover
wore heuadache, slight cough, body achoe and general malaise.
These 1llnassos occwrred apart {rom the common cold epldemics
which is quite frequsnt hore.

7. About the time you wore hore during March, or soon after,
dacoasvd Qoveloped oedenn of both lower extremities which
hus perslstud. Sinco duceased did not complain of anything

else, ~did not considear this a serlous matter and was
nover referred to our Qut-pationt; Clinic until his sudden
donbh.

8. No fumily history available contributory to thia conviition,.

AUTOPSY. FINDINGS:

The bedy 13 that of Marshallese mnle of a huge frame close
to vix feet tall and weighing about 200 1lb. His age appears to be in the
latter forties. Rigor mortis was peesent. :

Gensral appearance show no evidence nf trauma or extermal
injuries except dork areas over both shoulder pads and back of nack with
few acattered hemorrhagic skin rash seeu at back of the eara, sides of
chest, zmi areas below both axillary regions. Two parallel skin scars
(5 cm. 4n length) were noted at beth inguinal regions as a result of
revious surgery.

e tried to tnke a complete skeletal roentgenographs of the
body before we opened it up but out of the six films taken, only one

(of the chest) wes satisfactory. I am so gsorry about this but we were ,
working against time as the deceased's famlily and relatives were anxiously O

walting outside our laboratory room where we performed our autopsy. #
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The chost and abdomen were opaned ‘n the usual Y incision,
The subcutanavun fat and muscles appsesred normal.

T  :hest wag opuned first, Upon lifting the anterlior chust

wall the .. ' urdlum was found to be adhoregt to the under surface but
was 6ag9ily ..paratocde The heart was found greatly dilated with an
hyrortropdor o) left ventricles There was 40cce straw-colored fluld in tho

jortoardiul sav. The great vessels were in nornmul position., The lLemgt
wolpghad 5 praca. VYo axlerral fiiddings were deteocted but on opening
Lo heart the only pathicloglceal Lindings fourd were multiple tirny firm
nodulea over the tricunpid valve ragion and three large friuble vdgeta-
tions measuring about Scm. bty 1.5 em. attached to the mitral valve and
endocardial surface and along the chordue tendinue, These large
vegotations were easily sepsraled (a spocimen of this is among the
spocimens forsmrded). Tho luigs both showed arcas of congestion. The
mrin vesaels and Yronchi wore patent. No pleural adhesions. Rt. lung
weighed 690 gm., Lt. lung 6CO gmn,

The abdomen was next openod. AlLdomirul viscora appearad
normal except for ?fatty necrosis of Lthe pancrens was noted. The
followlng are the weights of the aldurinal viscera examineds

Liver - 1290 ¢m.

Spleen =~ 240 gm.

Pancreas = 270 gm.

Rt. Kidney with adrenal 300 gnm.
Lt. Kidusy with adrenal 285 gn.

A specimen from each of the examined organs were preserved in
formalin solution as directed. Bone specimens were obtained from the
rib, sterpum, vertetrae (dorcal), ilium and tibla. Skull specimren,
epiphyseal and articular specimens were pot obtained as there was rather
an impatient feeling among the waiting family and relatives so I had to
quickly close up and return the body back.

I hope you would excuse me not obtaining all the necessary
skeletal specimens as you specified but since this ig the first case of
autopoy done among these Rongelep people, 1 thought it wiser not to
disturb thom too much at firste I even had_~ and one brother of the
deceased present during the autopsy explaining everything to them, of
what we found, as we went along. If we have more cases in the future-I
belelve it would bs easier to obtain permission after having witnessed
how we returned evary organ back to their places and nicdely repaired and

sewed up the body.
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sald to mo personally that the juople were sutisfied with our work
ard there qus no 1il leoling wnory Ulhe mily. Ly the way, 1o a
cousln of tha decuuced. .

My conclusiun a3 to the aatomical causa of death were:

1. Rbeumsitic Deyorerative Heart. I slato this bacause of the
resences of tho nodulus and vegethtion found in the velvee.

2. Suhecuts Bacterial Endocarditin, because of the high fuver
histery, ekin juteachiae, and again the prescuce of valvular
vegetaticnua, :

3. Coryestlse Heart failure duo to the plimonary cougestlon snd .
hictory of ocedema in ihn lower exiremitlcs.

4e Acute parcreatitis due to lts fatty degerwraticn.

5. Embolic leciouns from tha vegatatiors could not te ruled oub
but po findlrgs were found,

I think that is sll the infcrmation I can furnish you about this
first death among the Rongelap peopls,

-

Tisoue and skelotal specimens of the organs exnrinod ore herowlth
forwirded as directed. -

We would apprecinte a copy of your report on the specimens as to
your histological and pathological findingn rhethor we wereo right with our
diagnosic as to the cauce of death. Alco we would appreclate your note to
satisfy our ouriosity and of thn Rongelap puople in general whether the
death was in one way or arnother connected with the radiation which I greaily

doubt,

Simerely yours,

N Al -
/ ('A‘“ teer”
rd - 1] . .

A, Bicking, M. P.
Dist. Dir. of P. H.
ocs niCcxm TerPacls, Guan
Directer of Punii~ Health, Ponape
District Adnindstrator, Marshalls
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