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Sj.nco +&,is t h o  f k s t  abath nmon3g t h e  o r i g l n d .  h- ige lnpose  
t h a t  w s t )  t r routht  horo, T O  novo faccrl with tho prohlorn of an autopsy. 
d i s c i n n o d  t ho  m1,tw nith tho D i o  t r icf  Ad,ll inl3txrltor, Hlr. hyr lnrd  !loas, 
ah3 Ilr. Byron RqlYlrj i* ,  o m  of o u r  School Lonchwn and a Idsaon Off.I.co1' t o  
t h e  Ejit pooplo. A t  f i r o t  t h o 7  t,hoit,;ht t f w l  nn aoiid B dl .3ptth  bo Enonetak 
f o r   om doctors t h o r a  to como nnd do h n t  n o c a n s w  macum.? t , h q  t h i n k  on 
t h o  clacouuod brit aftor rqy bxpl . s inLq t h a t  you hml l e f t  Sr&trurblom an t o  
*ut to do In C ~ O Q  of doath a m n ~ ~  t!ie Ron(;oLnp po$e  they  aped t h a t  I go 
ahand. 

He 

Not to i n t o r f e r o  w i t h  local  customs of hklrshfilleae dnath ;.itursls 
ue a g e o d  to l o t  t h e  family hovo tho body f o r  the d.ght .  Mr. Rondor and 
htr. Jack  Tobin, t h e  D i e t r i c t  Antliroplo@ot, nont ever t h a t  anma evodng  
t o  E j l t  80 a cour tosy  momure of the Adminis t ra t ion  trt the doath  r i tuda.  
They wore aokod t o  try and g o t  ptrrmt8slon for an autopy ab the Earn  th9 
eo it could be p r f o r n e d  tho fo l lox lng  morning. 

( I n c i d e n t l y ,  ne ner9 performing anothar ~ u t o ~ s y  sad emlnrdng 
that o m  Surday evening on another  death ( - . of LiWep) which 
ocouyied much of our t i m e  with 
t o  montion a h 
frqs a l l  at 

practitlonero u n t i l  crhout midnight, not 
da'Uvery a11 about the mm time, Soma unusual happan- 

On Mondnp pnrning, Msy U, &. Bander CAM In t o  our offloe with 
a d  John, t h e  Elit Magistrate. They had seked the family permisoion 

for an autopny but t h e  family rofuaed. 
along with o u r  d a h  of doing an autopay but t h e  family were reluctznt w i t h  
a f e a r  that we sblJ. muti la to  t h e  body, remove pieces and organo h i o h  
acoordlng t o  t h e i r  nat ive  beleif  is  a vory bad thing to t h e  future a f t o r -  
lFTo of the  deceased, 

John and were willing t o  go 
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To ov3rcow t t t i L l  I I i ~ d  t o  sand one of qy p r a c t i t l o m r s ,  Dr.  A r m s  Iehoda, 
t o  do tho cucylnluCrq~ and reasom of nhy PIO wished,  t o  do an autopey. In 
ths f ‘ i ra t  place i t  mm ‘ ~ n  unrm~1a1 d w t h  without  aq7 hietory OP i l l ~ ~ a s ,  
arvl tho u w o d  .rae t h a t  m wanted t o  exaliuie dea th  by r n d l s t l o n  which 
0- t h e  p o o p h  cnn de teo t .  The f . n d &  fiLfllu COmJentOd. The bow 
vraa rogoived n+, t h o  :iospltn.l i n  tho aftirrnoan, tuonty h m r s  sftar doath, 

On inquk in t ;  about  tho  doconned’s previora h i e t o r y  of i l lnesses ,  
e t a .  ga7o mo ths f o l l m i n g i  

1. doos not know cf t h e  decowed chi ldhood l l lmsneo. 
2. During tho Japoncoe oocupatioo of the i u l  ‘ ids ,  the doceaoed 

developed n o m  montal  t r o a b l e  a f t e r  a 10% d r i f t  OD a boat 
f m m  t h o  ?hrnha:le to Nauru ( nbout 600 miles a m ) .  
In 1953 docaclsed dovelopd a quoer Imqgirnt ion t h a t  h i 8  
aMcmn ~ r r e l l e d  with high t i d e 3  and recodea with outgoing 
t i d e .  
and gote  o u t  whan it Lo lou t i d e .  T h i s  m o  all i m g i -  
and no actunl a m l l l n g  m s  noted according to 

3. 

During high t l d o a ,  decesoed had t o  e t n y  i n  ths hause 
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AUTOPSY F I N D I B t  

The bcdy is t h a t  of ?brshu.lleoe rnrile of a huge fitme clot38 
t o  t r i r  f ee t  tall nnl m i g h i n c  ahout 200 lb. 
lattbr fortiecr. 

Ills age appears t o  be In the 
Rigor m o r t i s  was rimsent. 

General appearoms ahow nr. ovide-0 of t r a m  or extarnal 
i n j u ~ i o s  excopt dork meas ovor both shoulder  p J u  a d  back of mck with 
fen actitbred bornorrhngic akin rooh sueu at hapk of t h e  681-8, sldos of 
chos t ,  n n l  wens below both axillary regiom. TNO psrallel okln ecara 
( 5  om, In length)  were noted a t  bcth lnguinil regfouo as a result of 
p n v i o u  surgery. 

IAa tried to taka a oomplete ukeleta l  roentgerngraphs of the 
body before ~d opened it up but out of the s i x  films taken, only one 
(of t h e  chost;) ws8 sitisfaotory. I 8m BO aorry about thie but we =re 
rrorkiw againat tim as the deceaned's family a d  roht ivea  were amdouslg 
d t i u g  outside our Z a b o r a t q  room where w prformed our autoprsyr 
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I b e  ohGiut atxi abdomon were o]mmd i.n the usual Y Inc is ion .  
The eubcutanaou;, Pat nnd muscles appohi~ i~ l  normal. 

Liver - 3230 gm. 
Sl'lecn - 240 ~ m .  
Pnncroes - 2'70 gm. 
Rt. Kidney Kith adrcnnl 300 gm. 
Lt. Kiduey with nt.keml 285 grn. 

A ayeciinen from each of the examined organa were preserved i n  
formalin so lu t ion  os directed. Bone specSmuns wire obtained from t h e  
rib, sternum, vertebrae (dorca l ) ,  i U u m  and tibia. 
epiphyseal and ar t icu lar  specimena were not ottaainecl a8 there rras rotber 

quiokly clone up and return the body h c k .  

Skull  apecimn, 

an impat ient  feellw amoq t h o  rraitity family and relat lvee 60 I had to L 

I hope you would excu~ae ne not  obkining all the necessary 
ske le ta l  apecimcm as you s p e c i f i e d  but since this l e  t h e  firsti 0898 of 
autopy  done among these Rongelap people, I thought it rrlser not to 
disturb thorn too much at first. 
deconsed p e o e n t  during t h e  nutaps  explaining everything to them, of 
what we found, as we went along. 
be le ive  it would be eRsier t o  obtain permission a f t e r  havirg witnessed 
bow 68 returned evcuy organ back t o  t h e i r  pbco6 and ~ d c o l y  repbed and 
sewed up tile body. 

I even bad- and ono brother of the 

If ne have more canes in t h e  Puturs-I 
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4.  Acvte p x r t m t l t i a  duo to ltr; f a t ty  dogerui-rntlcn. 

5. Einbollc l o s i o w  from t.lw v 9 g a t n t J . o ~ ~  c o d d  not  be nrled out 
but no f inr l l rxo wre fotind. 

I t h i r l  that i s  r.11 t h e  infcmnaticin I ca2 furnitih you about t h i s  . f i r s t  dcsth t i m 3 t g  ff19 H o q e l a p  poople.  

Tisnue and skeletal specimens of t h o  orgnnu exnnhod ore hci-odth 
f o r w r d a d  a8 direc ted .  

ne w u l d  a p p r t ~ i . ? t a  Y copy of ycur report on ?.he spezlmem AD t0 
your  h i s t o l o g i c n l  und pztthologScR1 f i n d i n g n  diethot.  we wBro right dt,h our 
diAgnosiG QD to the c a v m  of death. A k o  118 muld appreciate your nate to 
satJuf'g our o u r i o s i t y  !md of ths Roxgelap p o p l e  in genpr3.l diether ths 
doath 'Ria i n  one way or arwttla- connected with tho radlatlon which I greaLly 
doubt. 

Simerely yours, 

A. E i c k i x ,  8.  P. 
Did. Dir. of P. H'. 

o c i  n';Z;z TerrPacfs, Guam 
Director of P u n i i . ?  !iidalth, Pompe 
Di B t ric t A dni 1 li n t r n t or, V s r  8 ha 1l e 
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