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~ June 1, 1956

For United 3tates Govermment Use Only

#r. Anthony T. lLausi

Jirsctor, O0ffice of Territories
vepartment of Interior
aashington, De Co

Dear ire. lLausi:

I was plessed to learn from your letters of day 15 and
imy 23, 1966, thet pending a finel recheck of Rongelap Atoll after
the current nuclear test series, it appears that the return of
nongelap people wiil be approved,

ie have been planning somewhat for this event, hence
most of the specific questions raised by Dr. Dunham and other
Atomie inerzy Commission officiels alreedy have been under ocon-
sideretion here, In addition, there are several other points
which we feel should be considered prior to return.

1. 3male »f :Hongeisp vopra

Ronzelsp copre will have to be tested prior to the
resumption of normal copra production. If it should turn out
thet the level of radlosctivity content is gquestionsble, arrenge-
ments will have to be made by Atomic inergy Commission and the
Trust Territory to continue underwriting the support of the
Rongelepese,

2. subsidization of People on Rongelap

«hile a copra incoms oan be entioipated, we will have to
allow for a period of adjustment, possibly three months or longer,
during which we will have to provice a subsidy for subsistence.
¥ood crops on longzelap have been without care for two years and
certain of these will heve to be brought back into production.
Further, there will be a comsidersble lag between toeir resumptioan
of copra procuction and its sele.
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This subsidization after return to “oangelep should be
raised sitn the stomio .mergy sommission.

3. .eed for agricultursl and senitatioan survey prior o resettlement

In this couanection, we nropose to hLave a preli.inery survey
mada ol .ongelep by & sershell Tistrict sgriculturist, the disirict
7ieia enthrapolo.ist, %he seaitarien, and the .longelavn lseaersz, to
Jecerndine ~hat needs to be done suo what period of time .wust e cone
sidere. 47 ueks ‘oagelsp self-supporting egain,

a, .n adequete end sefe weter supply neeus %o be insured. The
cisterns nave bsen wit.aout care for over two snu a all years. {hey
wi.i aeed cleenins, screening, esund possibly additional cisterns may
hava %o be buiite. .hen the Uteritese were returned, tihw .Javy repaired,
flusned out en. pumped in e supply of 10,000 gellons of Iresh water
for she Tterik cisterams, 4 simailer -»lan must te provideo for thne

‘on~elap move. LI the move cccurs in eerly fell it will coincide with
the start of the Ury zeeson sxnd ths ipsuring of adequete weler suoply
wii: ce vital,

e lhe ary season aisze 11l affect recroovping ana & longar neriod
oi e-riculturel reedjustment mev neve to be plemned. In twn and o aell
vesrs time & wrect Jeel of juugle .rowth obviouasly nes choked ouv .Jood
orops As 91l a8 cifscted coconut srowth. It say be thel more clesre
iz #ill be necessarv then e anticipste,

4, Irensler of aousin. on . 3it

7]

¢ intspd to trams{er the housing on  Jit to .cmuelan,  come
repelirs ey be ascessary sinces it is rcuorteq ket a portion o Lhe
Wooue.d nouse .eterial nss detsricrate

Ia rebruary, 1566, i & sublic meeting wivh tha Jvisifting
valiec setions [issios, the & icirete o ongeidp reported thft Lhe
nurper o0 housss built for thew oo - jit was less theu the 2nas Hosy
n&u on ongslap. e pointed out tnav shen the move wis aeds teo Ljlty,
3nme -onrslaness sere ol the islanc oxn work contrects, in schaol,
is1tinyg elsowhers., These individuals sraduslly indilurstes into
_it 31*1556 sincsy they were not 2bla to return to Honzelap., A

n of this .roup are hsnzers »sn who probably xill uot be ini
tacx to Jonselap. In any cvent by .ephember 3, 1954, 24 pdditicnal
individuels aed joined the original 84 who hea been trensferred from

nnelen.  4s of ey 28, 1968, the pooulation on .jit was catimafed

ot 175,

it geums 11&@1, thet some additionel houses
aBug 2vsilarle to provide tie seme awmbers of houses
serly on onuelev,.
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5, Radio comrunioation

#e do not feel radio communicetion %o #jurc would be essential,
but would recommend & simple communisation setup to &llow radio contact
with ibeys., The Atomic inerzy Commission radio link to Kill wes not
oarried throuzh only because of the complexity of the proposed elaborate
setup, Xili had neither the trained technloian nor trensportetion avail-
able to keep such 8 unit in operstion., Under our own suspices, we have
a2 simple receiving and transmitting radio on Kili at the present time.
One of this neture should bhe satablished on Rongelap.

8, Care of leper and boy with rheumstic fever

We will make the necessary arrangsmnis to take care of the
leper as well as the 12 year old boy with rheumstic fever at iiejuro.
%ith respect to this point, there appears to be some discrepancy in facts,.
Your letter of Mey 15, 1956, reports e leper plus & 1Z or 13 yesr old boy
with rheumetic fever, Ur, Dunham's memorsadum, on the other hend, men-
tions only @ little leper boy. ite shall check this with administration
suthorities in Majuro,

7+ Pigs and chickens

A repleocement of pigs ead chigkens for those formerly on
Rongelap should be provided. Ejit, as a temporery site, was not egquipped
to reise pigs since subsistencs rood was not grown there., The original
replacements oould not be meintained on SJjit. Obviously, the inebility
to maintain such stook wes somsthing over which the people in Ijit had
no oontrol.

A new gtook of pigs, ohickens, snd lucks, should be giwven %o
them, Our Director of igriculture will dsteramine whether a new supply
needs to be shipped here by the Atomio Energy Commission or whether we
can supply these out of local stock.

I shell look forward to discussing the Rongelap move with
Or. aunham and you next week in Washiagton, D Co

Sincerely,

Je He Muoker
_ Acting High Commissioner

co1 uvistaed, Majuro
Dirsoetor of Agriculture
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