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Robert A. Conard, M. D. PRIVACY.ACT MATERIAL REMOVED
Brookhaven National Laboratory
Upton’ & .I.

Dear Dr. Conard

Mr. Neas's letter of July 16, 1957 should havd brought you enongh
information about the fongelapese up until then.

wife was discharged from the Naval Hospital at Kwajalein
sometimes ago and is now staying at Ebeye awaiting transportation back to
Rongelap. I understood they peeformed D&C on her to confirm diagnosis
of hydatiforn mole and rule out malignancy. ‘Since we did not hear anyth-
ing further on her from Kwaj. Naval Hospital, T guess there is no evidence
of malignancy noted. '

On July 7, 1957 upon learning that wife was to have a
D & C done at Kwaj., I quickly sent out on an Air Force plane that happened
to visit here at the time, copies of the medical instructions you had left
with me o the Distad Representative at Ebeye with copies to the medical
practitioner, and taz Senior Medical Officer, NavS8ta, Kwajalein, se they
could know wrut %o ao sn unergencies, and where to send biopsy or autopsy
specimens if tr:t e ‘¢ o any on the Rongelapese. Whether tae Navy
doctors send scrani. - To. the D & C performed on _wife to the
Comranding %5fi-w., ©. S. aval Radiological Defence Laboratory at San
Francisco “aval Ihirvard or to rou as directed, I do not know. Probably

~wvon could inquire z.-ut tlc atter yourself,

) }-
.

‘ on July 17, 1957, we received an emergency dispatct i{rom Rongelap :
notifying us of & ueat.. on JRIIAN, an elderly man of 76 years. We immedi-

ately sent a d:v-oa* ch to Jack Tobin who .is now acting as Distad Rep. Ebeye,

to arrange with the avy for an autopsy according to AEC ( ;rour ) instruc

tiuvns which I hui recently sent. We indicated that the Ceceased was a

menber of th: roup in the fallout. However if autopsy was refused, we

sugrested the medicnl sractiticner investigate facts as to cause ol death,

The same day we ot words from Ronrelsp that the man died of
lobar oneumonia. I was not satisfied with ithe stated cause snd inquired
1l information of illness and other nertinent facts leading to death,

We rot no words until a week later when finally Maynard ond
nyself strongly recormen:ded Jaci: request the avy have him and a doctor
flown up to Pongelap ¢ather information. uncloded is 2 coay of what
Dr. Tamar re-orted on ‘he leceased:with his impres:ion zs Lo tie cause
of death., [_nci-ssure L. '
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Jery werentl s Jack Tobin arrivea at .
ahewt b orsze. e stated that the Ravy at Kwaja.. .. ’ .z
Irom the AEC o erform any autopsies. Are they requirc. .. ST
rithout ~ricr novice from you ? That was one reason of their ue.ar :n
zandins : [light up to Fongelap to investigate this death. If the death
iad occurr:d here, we would have tried our best to perform an mutopsy. I
beleive it is up to ~ou to clarify this matter with the llavy at Kwajalein
through their Cormanding Officer and the Senior Medical officer of the
Navy Hospital there. Our medical practitioner cannot do it at Ebeye. He
doas not nave an x-ray unit for skeletal roentgenographic survey nor
equiored to perform a complete autopsy as you desire.

Tnelosed for your information is a copy of Tobin's report during
crnt visit to Eongelap. Medical needs are always taken care of as
ty means {wnclosure 2). ‘

Anotier confusicn has resulted about health-aide Jorulejfs pay.
The understanding we nave lLere was that you were going to pay him through
vour Liaison Officer at tie NavSta,, Kwajalein. We notified our Distad
Rep. at Ebeys to contact the AZC Liaison Officer at Kwaj. and he said they
have no aotilicaiion from AKC about the matter. 8ince _ began his
duties at Tongelap during the latter part of June, we thought that ABC

can be;in peying nim as of July 1, 1957.

Could sou wvonlirm Lnis agreement ror pay and notify yous
Maval Liaison (Iticer at Kwajalein for action with a copy to us at Majuros
Ae are going to keen ~ on our pay roll until final confirmation is

received from rou. we hope you can do tnis at your earliest convenience.

ver,<ning else is fine here.

=1

‘Je are lcokinzy forward for your next visit. I assure wou you will
et all Jur co-operztisn :nd help when you vieit Majuro to check on the
ita zontrzis, :

Sincerely,

Ran
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A. Hickinerlg b,
Cist, Direntor of ™tiic “‘e.ith
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cc: liicom TerPacis
Director of Public He:zlth, TerPacis
Distrist Auministrator, Marshalls
Distad .leoresenintive, Ebeye
Liaison oliicer, lon.elap
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