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D r ,  S. I I .  Cohn, Head 
I n t e r n a l  T o x i c i t y  Branch 
U S Naval R a d i o l o g i c a l  Defense L a b o r a t o r y  
San F r a n c i s c o  24, C a l i f o r n i a  

Dear S t a n t  

Your improved s i t u a t i o n  at  NRDL c e r t a i n l y  p r e s e n t s  adequa te  r e a s o n s  
for your  n o t  wan t ing  t o  make any h a s t y  d e c i s i o n s ,  
though that t h e  door s t i l l  seems to be open, and I ' l l  t r y  t o  answer the 
q u e s t  i o n s  which you raised. 

I ' m  g l a d  t o  note, 

As t o  what problems w e  would like you t o  under t ake ,  first of al l ,  
w e  b e l i e v e  that anyone does beat working on what he is i n t e r e s t e d  in. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h i n  r a t h e r  broad l i m i t s ,  you have c G  i d e r a b l e  freedom i n  
s e l e c t i n g  problems and modes of a t t a c k  on t h e  problem. 
you are still  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r a d i o t o x i c i t y  of i n t e r n a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  
r a d i o n u c l i d e s ,  and would l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  working i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  Fortu- 
n a t e l y ,  this P i t s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  program o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  and of t h e  
Department ve ry  w e l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s .  As you know, 
we are committed t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  s t u d i e s  of t h e  Marshallese, and 
are p lann ing  t o  o b t a i n  a whole-body coun t ing  f a c i l i t y  which w e  expec t  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  a s o u r c e  of d a t a  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  
i n  the Harshal lese ,  

I am assuming t h a t  

We a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of f a l l o u t  on 
t h e  whole popu la t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h i l d r e n ,  and hope t h a t  you would be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  I would be e s p e c i a l l y  in-  
terested i n  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  i n  any phase o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  would invo lve  
t h e  k i n e t i c s  of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  n u c l i d e s .  If  you have i n  mind 
some problems t h a t  are way outside o f  t h e  r a d i o t o x i c i t y  and k i n e t i c s  f ie lds ,  
l e t ' s  d i scuss  them. As a s o r t  of g e n e r a l  p o l i c y ,  we p r e f e r  to  see problems 
undertaken which u t i l i z e  t h e  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  here, in c o n t r a s t  
t 9  t h o s e  w!iich cou ld  j u s t  as w e l l  be done anywhere. 

I ' m  not  s u r e  what you mean by t h e  q u e s t i o n  about a s s i s t a n c e  from 
"suppor t ing  s e r v i c e s  ,I' Each  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Department has c e r t a i n  ser- 
v i c e  f u n c t i o n s  w h i c h  i t  performs f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  Department.  For example, 
we r e c e i v e ,  assay, and p r e p a r e  i s o t o p e s  f o r  u s e  i n  the Department, p rov ide  
e l e c t r o n i c  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n ,  and p rov ide  minor s e r v i c i n ; :  of t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
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Pathology p r e p a r e s  t i s s u e  sections;  Microbiology p r o v i d e s  bacterial  c u l t u r e  
services, etc,, etc. I n  any work i n v o l v i n g  p a t i e n t s  nurses) a d i e t i c i a n  and 
o t h e r  h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  are a v a i l a b l e .  Problems requiring e x t e n s i v e  
assf8tance from t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s taff  are u s u a l l y  worked o u t  as collaborative 
projects. I t  p robab ly  w i l l  be p r e f e r a b l e  for you t o  pet a rad iochemis t  as 
yotir t e c h n i c i a n  3 f  I-OU w i l l  want much h e l p  i n  ana lyses .  Some h e l p  in t h h  
f i e l d  is avai lable  outside of t h e  depa r tmen t .  If what you have i n  mind are 
t h e  ex t r a -depa r tmen t  services s r x h  as i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  photography, B b O p s ,  
electronics, her i l t h  phys i c s ,  etc., t h e r e  is j u s t  about  e v e r y t h i n g  you can 
ask f o r  ava i l ab le ,  usually on a r a t h e r  i n fo rma l  basis so f a  as paper  work 
for small items is concerned. The f r i e n d l y  and c o o p e r a t i v e  s p i r i t  in these 
service groups is hard t o  b a t .  

The c u t s  by t h e  government seen to have affected the DOD r e s e a r c h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  more t han  t h o e e  of t h e  hM=, and we r e a l l y  don ' t  have a 
problem with things planned sufficiently in advance. A c t u a l l y  BNL's budget 
for t h e  next year is s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  than t h a t  for last y e a r .  Because the 
prograii is st i l l  exparding, however, we do have t o  watch e x p e n d i t u r e s  r a t h e r  
c l o s e l y ,  What p inch  t h e r e  is shorss u p  m o s t l y  i n  o u r  having less money for  
things l i k e  t r a v e l .  

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a y e a r * s  leave t o  s t u d y  i n  Europe is very good, but 
I canno t  m a k e  a binding commitment on this before you arc: a c t u a l l y  on the 
staff, There  is no major obstacle t o  your  t a k i n g  leave for s u c h  a purpose;  
i t  is p e r m i t t e d  by b o t h  t h e  AEC and t h e  BNL poiicie8.  One of t h e  Medical 
Department 's  staff menbers i s  on leave in fingland a t  p r e s e n t ,  

As -to rank and salary, I n i t i a l  appointments  +ere arc i n  t h e  ranks of 
Assistant S c i e n t i s t ,  A s s o c i a t e  S c i e n t i s t ,  and S c i e n t i s t  w i t h o u t  t e n u r e .  I 
expect t h a t  you would be offered t h e  h i g h e s t  possible, namely, a f i v e - y e a r  
term appointicent as S c i e n t i s t .  I t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  be h e r e  at  least a y e a r  
to  a c h i e v e  an i n d e f i n i t e ,  o r  t e n u r e  appointment .  TCle rank of  S e n i o r  S c i e n t i s t  
i s  used c h i e f l y  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  d i v i s i o n  heads and does n o t  n e c e s e a r i l y  
imply h i g h e r  sa la r ies .  The e n c l o s u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  r a n k s  and i n t e r e s t s  of 
t h e  present s ta f f .  I canno t  be  p r e d i s c  about s a l a r y ,  as this is a matter 
wprked o u t  w i t h  Dr. Parr and w i t h  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  Office. I a-n sure t h a t  t h e  
f f s u r e  o f f e r e d  w i l l  be a t t r a c t i v e l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  your  p r e s e n t  f i g u r e .  

S t a n ,  I wouldn*t  have brought  t h e  s u b j e c t  lip, i f  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  
would be an advance f o r  yau. I must admit t h a t  I a! q u i t e  aware t h a t  you 
have a p r e t t y  good deal a t  N R D L ,  Hut I do t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  at 
RNL are greater, p a r t i c u l a r l y  because t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a a  is broader and 
uiore basic .  P e r h a p s  i t  doesn ' t  h u r t  t o  men t ion  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s t a f f  mmhers 
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have gone from here t o  processorships at col leges  ar.d miversit ies  and 
sevar:al of the present staff have dec l ined similar offers. 
that the opportun i t i& are great whether one is thinking of staying here 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  or ps using BNL as a stepping s t m e  for something greater. 
The oppottttnity t o  ac t ive ly  part ic ipate  i n  certa in  international  rffdrs 
auch as t h e  Geneva conferences is certainly greater at BNL and other AEC 
laboratories than i n  most laboratories. Of course, advancement is not rn 
automatic thing, and you have t o  evaluate f o r  yourself whether you w i l l  
s i F k  or s w i m  in i : i is  milies. 

X believe 

Please l e t  ne Itnow if yc;u have further questions about any aspect  
of WL or life on L o n ~  fsland i n  general. 

Sincerely yoursJ 

JSR: r8 

Eric 106 ure 

James S. Robertson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Medical Physics Division 
Medical Department 
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