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Pr. S. lI, Coha, Head

Internal Toxicity Branch

U, S. Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory
San Prancisco 24, California

Dear Stang

Your improved situation at NRDL certainly presents adequate reasons
for your not wanting to make any hasty decisions. I'm glad to note,
though that the door still seems to be open, and I'l1 try to answer the
questions which you raised,

As to what problems we would like you to undertake, first of all,
we believe that anyone does best working on what he is interested in.
Therefore, within rather broad limits, you have considerable freedom in
selecting problems and modes of attack on the problem. I am assuming that
you are still interested in the radiotoxicity of internally distributed
radionuclides, and would like to continue working in this field. Fortu-
nately, this fits into the general program of the Division and of the
Department very well, particularly on the following points. As you know,
we are committed to continuation of the studies of the Marshallese, and
are planning to obtain a whole-body counting facility which we expect will
provide a source of data pertinent to the interpretation of the findings
in the Marshallese,

We are also interested in evaluating the significance of fallout on
the whole population, particularly children, and hope that you would be
interested in participating in these studies, I would be especially ine-
terested in collaborating in any phase of the studies which would involve
the kinetics of distribution of the various nuclides. I1f you have in mind
some problems that are way outside of the radiotoxicity and kinetics fields,
let's discuss them. As a sort of general policy, we prefer to see problems
undertaken which utilize the special facilities available here, in contrast
to those which could just as well be done anywhere,

I'm not sure what you mean by the question about assistance from
"supporting services." Each division of the Department has certain ser-
vice functions which it performs for the entire Department. For example,
we receive, assay, and prepare isotopes for use in the Department, provide
electronic instrumentation, and provide minor servicing of the instruments,
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Pathology prepares tissue sections) Microbiology provides bacterial culture
services, etc,.,, etc, In any work involving patients nurscs, a dietician and
other hospital service personnel are available. Problems requiring extensive
assistance from the scientific staff are usually worked out as collaborative
projects, It probably will be preferable for you to get a radiochemist as
vour technician if vou will want much help in analyses. Some help in this
field is available outside of the department. If what you have in mind are
the extra-department services such as illustration, photography, shops,
electronics, health physics, etc., there is just about everything you can
ask for available, usually on a rather informal basis so far as paper work
for small items is concerned. The friendly and cooperative spirit in these
service groups is hard to beat,

The cuts by the government seem to have affected the DOD research
establishments more than those of the AEC, and we really don't have a
problem with things planned sufficiently in advance. Actually BNL's budget
for the next year is slightly greater than that for last year. Because the
prograa is still expanding, however, we <o have to watch expenditures rather
closely. What pinch there is shows up mostly in our having less money for
things 1like travel.

The possibility of a year's leave to study in Furope is very good, but
I cannot make a binding commitment on this before you are actually on the
staff, There is no major obstacle to your taking leave for such a purpose;
it is permitted by both the ABC and the BNL poiicies. One of the Medical
Department's staff members is on leave in England at present.

As to rank and salary. Initial appointments here are in the ranks of
Assistant Scilentist, Associate Scientist, and Scientist without tenure. I
expect that you would be offered the highest possible, namely, a five-year
term appointinent as Scientist, It is necessary to be here at least a year
to achieve an indefinite, or tenure appointment., The rank of Senior Scientist
is used chiefly for positions like division heads and does not necessarily
imply higher salaries, The enclosure indicates the ranks and interests of
the present staff. 1 cannot be precise about salary, as this is a matter
worked out with Dr. Parr and with the Director's Office. I am sure that the
figure offered will be attractively greater than your present figure,

Stan, I wouldn't have brought the subject up, if I didn't think it
would be an advance for you, I must admit that I am quite aware that you
have a pretty good deal at NRDL., But I do think that the opportunities at

BNL are greater, particularly because the general program is broader and
more basic, Perhaps it doesn't hurt to mention that several staff members
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have gone from here to professorships at colleges and universities and
several of the present staff have declined similar offers. I believe
that the opportunitxes are great whether one is thinking of staying here
indefinitely or as using BNL as a stepping stone for something greater.
The opportunity to actively participate in certain international affairs
such as the Geneva conferences is certainly greater at BNL and other AEC

laboratories than in most laboratories.

Of course, advancement is not an

putomatic thing, and you have to evaluate for yourself whether you will

sirk or swim in thds milieu,

Please let me know if ycu have further questions about any aspect

of BNL or life on Long Island in general.
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Sincerely yours,

James S. Robel'tson, M.D', PhoDo
Medical Physics Division
Medical Department
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