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Doar kr. Underhill:

As requested by the Loshlamos 3oiontific laboratory of the
Uaiversity of Californis, I served as a modical consultant when the
cage of was roviewsd in Los Angeles on Jonuary 13, 199,
De. 3tafford Varren, as Chairman, will submit to you the joint decisiocn
ronched, but 1 feol it asproprinte for e to send you im more detail my
cedical opinion cf& and my roactions to this meeting.

I will not review the pagt mocical history of
caso, since I feel certain your filos are somplste on this subject.
The important features of the present situation are iz my opinion as
follows.

There oag be very little doubt but that SNENENEEEP 111ness
is ocoupational in origin, since he was well up to his work exposures in
Los Alamos; has had ovidence of disability since the onset of illness in
the 7al) of 19L5; and his illness for tho most part follows the course of
such disability following exposuro to similer materials ia a variety of
industrial operstiona. In settling tho exact causative material, quali-
tatively aod quantitatively, we lack ndequate data. Te do not know
i sccurately his potentially toxic exposures at the Berkele ol "
R nor are air measurspents available for
o, An additional point of some iuportance in making an exaot diagnosis in-
. 4his oase is the fact that trno worker waa exposed to more than one mate-
el kaown to osuss lung damaze at certain toxic levels.
E

. This leads to a discussion of the slinloal status of
; at this time=wJanuary 1549, There is no quostiocn but that this man is s

' chronie invalid following his hespitalized illness at los Alamos in ile

! 155 and early 15U5. The pationt i3 :ble to study, can drive his auto-

: pobile, walk short distances (i.e., under cne-quarter of s nile) siowly.
Lo He cannot work at his trade ss s in his present physival state.
! : Ris earaing oapaoity and vhat he oan do is reduced to # fracticn of what
b it might have been. He camnot have ordinary social intercourse, decauso
: he tires at onoe and zust spend his eveninis as well as his nights and
weekends resting. The only job ho knows he cansttempt--and on inquiry
! it was gensrally agreed he was oorrect in this estimate—~is teuching physics
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1w Ligh school with $06Q o w75 as top salnry iu Cullfornia. Bocause
o nls illcess, dis, of course, vory much rostricted im pleces
riacre he gan live. Ko learced this delinituly tanlos summer, when ho
“wisited his home in Colorade at about S000 foot alovation and haed to
1:ave within four days because of shortnoas of breath requiring him teo
sleep upright in a chair, )

It {s important to&y to eutimato his future course. This is im-
rossible to even fuoss at becative of the swmnll nwiber of sialler cages
rsll studied. From my oxpemience in industry he will probably o downe

. %ill physically and porhaps die after [four to six ysars of illnoss. I
.have mowledge of thres cases similar in ajparent csuse and c¢linical course
to tho oase under dicoussion that have recoverod completely. I ﬁersoaly
'an not ss pessimistioc about his outlook as is Dr. Shisdds,
shysician, because in my sxperionce the fatal cnsos (1.0., similar to
) are more acutsly ill by this time in the total course
of the illnsss. N .

Incidentally, the discussion of this cnse and its oompensation
respondibilitiss brings to my mind to write you that it seems not unlikely
that other osses of chronic illness will ocmo to light among University
of Californis goveracenmt project workers. With this in mind plans for
propar financial care of such vorkers saould somchow in my opinion consider
tae problea of delayed onset and a ohronic course with considerable medical
cxpense involved. I have ia mind illness fro: toxic chemical and dust
exposures as well as ianising radiation.

If you care for mors detail than I have here supplied, plesse
let me know,

Very sincersly yours,

N . o Harriet L. Eardy, M. D.
e . 286 Congress Street’
i - Boaton, Mass.
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