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As doseribed in Prosldent [ruman'a statement on the eveiop-
wmont of the Atomic Bomb (pullishod In the New Yerx iiaon of
fugust 7, 1945), an lnterim Comnittee has becn eppointed to niaxe
recormmendations to the rresicent with regard, uwszong other thinga,
to tho "rescurch and deveolopmental aspects of the ontire (leld
and to lts military applications.”

Thia interim Comanitteo hus appointed a Scientific Panol con-
alsting of Dres. A. H. Compton, Enrico iormi, L. U. Lawrence, und
J. R+ Oppenheimor who are to advise the committeo on sciontific
and technical matters.

In a lotter duted July 20, 1945 to the Panel membors, Mr.
G. L. Harrison, special consultant to thne Secrctary of var and
alternate chairman of the committce, requested the Punel to sub-—
mit on October 1, 1945 a set of deteiled recosmendations on
research and development programs in nucleonics.

A meoting of the Fanel was held at Los Alamos on August 1ll-
13, 1945, end an outline of the report was drawn up. Aembers
of the various DSI projects were sslected to bo responalble for
various subjects, and S. K. Allison was requeated to suporvice
the preparstion of the report and to edit it.

You are requeated to prepare a statement concerning what
should be done on the subject aassigned to you in tho lndividual
letter enclosed, and to subait it to 8. K. Allison, P.Us Box
1663, Santa Fe, Now Nexico before September 15, 19&5.

The Panel, interpreting the instructions in Mr. Herrison's
letter, has the following suggestions to meke concerning the
material to be written up by you.

(1) Since the report is to be used by the Interim
Committec, which consiats, in part, of non-technical
members, the material should not be presented as one
would do it for atudy by other scientiatas

(2) The queation of the organization of the effort should
not be taken upj what 1s needed 1s a set of important
‘Problems.

(3) The committee is sufficlently convinced thet a
nucleonics program is necessary so that urging on
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this polnt is not needed. Attempts to predict the
long range future of nucleonics are also inuppro-
priate. T[he Panel is trying to suggest a progran
which can be begun in the very noar future.

It 1s very difficult to make an outlino of a pro-
gram in which there is not duplicatlion, und the
Panel has not succoeded in this. GOross overlapping
of incoming reports will be remedied by diacusaions
in the Pnnel.

1f possible, you should make an estimate of the num—
ber and kind of men who should work on the problem

on which you are reporting. This estimate should

not be woven into the body of your report but appended
at tho end.

The component reports will be considered end edited at a Panel
meeting before turning in the assembled report to the Interim
Committee. The Panel will attempt to assign relatlve priorities

i to varlious parts of the _rogram, and your comments will be ap~
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precisted, again, in an appendix and not &s an integral part of
your report,. ’

An outline of the entire report 1s enclosed, which should aid
you in orienting your component part with respect to the whole.

SAXUEL X. ALLISON

15, 1945
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