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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 

Auguat 15, 1947 
OCPARTMCNT OF 

YOUR C l U  M F K R W U K r  
MCDlCINl AND WnocRv 

IN R C R Y  RlCP'l!R TO, 1OCE 
Doctor statford Warren, Professor of Biophysics 
School of Medicine 
mivsrsity of California 
Los Angder, California 

Dear Staff, 

A Section on Radioirotope Rerearoh h u  been.estabUshed dthin the Reeearch 
and Muoation Service, DepartPmt of Y.dioine a d  SurgW Of t h r  VetsraD8 
Admkristration. 
section. 

The activitiee of the Sectfoa rill be dkeatod torrsrd bringfng to  the 
veteran the benefits of atomin clew in 80 far ar t b q  aro appucable in tho 
f i e ld  of midlohe. 

The speoifio risrion of the Radioiaohpe Research Sootion i r  "to fluther within 
the f a c U t i e 8  of the Veterans Adminirtratlon the w e  of rrrdioirotopes in 
(1) basic research ia biology and mriology,  (2) the investigation8 direoted 
toward the development and w e  of diqpoatio trahuiquer in rfrlch tracers m q  be 
ut iUred  and (3) in the safe and medic- i n t e l l i g m t  ttoe of tho radioirotoper 
i n  mch W l c a l  conditions 8s 

It is desirable that  vstrrana have the bunefit of t reatasat  dth rsbioirotoper 
nhm such i e  indicated by sound m&cd $adgment. To do t h i s  rill reqlirr 
special preoautions a i  to r a f e e  and am t o  th. professional p a l i f i c a t i o n s  
of thore administering these new therapeutic agents if the best  i tr trrest  of the 
patient and of the Vetyam Administration are to be renod. 

It f a  &sirable that TeterMI hare 'tho advantage of tb. a n p l v e n t  of radio- 
isotopes in such diagnostic technique# u are aedloal ly  s a d  and that as new 
appliaatlone a re  developed and are aooorded appropriate a e d i e d  approval, they 
be added to ths  diagnostia ame!nenkuium in those insti tutions so quipped and 
prepared for their use. 

Doctor George P. 4011 has been appointed chief of t h i s  

8 . g  des i rab l r~ .  
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Doctor s tafford Wwrm 

Winthkr the hospital0 of tb6 Veteran8 Mmlnistratioo there i o  an important 

tho profoos ioN arga~isa t ion  61 tu ~ o t o r a n s  Addaibtration in l e g e  w a r b e  
tend to faror the hanost ing of valuable idfamation through tho conduct of 
inrestigations of dll appruvod natura &thin these brepltalr. Tho oloso 
asaociatiou of the r,taff of d thbsb hospital. with outstanding tbaohing 
and research ccatsrs through th4 M t S  Oowdtteer f a m r r  the condrrot of 
investigations and tho approprlatb t l t i l l ra t ion of radioisotopes dtbb certain 
hoepitale of t h e  Veterans Admjnirtxatiob on a high plano of ~ e d i c a l  soceptanoe. 

To fulfill the obvious reaponribill* of  the voterani Abinlr t ra t lon to tho 
veteraus, and t o  take advantage of the opportrtnikles oifered jointly t 
this t r u s t  aud by th6 introductioh of radioisotope0 fit0 the f i e ld  of medicine, 
it id n6oessw fhat ao 0+6raU bo developed rMoh *ill reme as  a guide 
to the dwelop-t and oanduo6 of fM8 program dthin the f a c i l l t l e r  of the 
Veterabs Administration. To t h i n  end it i o  proposed that Cmtral Altaror). 
Colraittee an Rbdioirotope %searah be appointed t o  oonsult with, and adgise, 

reoarandations M to s a f o e  roqulrmontr. 

It is d e s h b l e  fo point out ala tha t  at  l eas t  ewe OS tb benrfita t o  
be derlrad from snoh program rill not be M t e d  t o  the veterans alone but 
w i l l  extend as rdl to the aftismnr bf the  n a t i d .  Sueh a point i o  exemplified 
by the  poo8ibXLlW of d u s t i n g  tm C I ) t a t i r t i u  sound baris, tho place to  
be acaorded the ut iYsat ion 8t  pk in the treatment of patiemti d t h  chronic 
l eukda  and *ith Iiodgkbs d i r e ~ e .  The umber of patimate who could be eo 
treated under c o ~ t r o l l e d  conditlons i d  greater than t h f  pr81Yeaitd from auy 
other nowoe. Ar t i ne  goer 00 thoro rill bo contiauoun epportuni& for  similar 
contributions. 

It i t 3  proposed that the Cmtra l  Addroq Committee be -sed of f ive mmbers, 
three of whom would be outstancllng &uthorit Ien in t imatea  frmillar ni th  tb 
humem application #f radioisotopes and fro rho would be outstanding authorities 
In t h o  broad f i e l d  of planning medical research but not necerrarilJ experisacsd 
in the spec ia l i ad  f i e ld  of radloieotopa appUcations.' 

It is a l r o  bontemplbtd that  upoa th6 rebodddation of the Cmtral M d s o q  
Committee tha t  certain indidduals par t i cu la r4  qualAfied in a specific f i e ld  
of investigation o r  professional experiemoe be called apoll t o  servo in a 
consultative capacitjy and t o  oonfer nith members of the C d t t e e  or rrlth the 
Chief of the Radioiaotope Resssrch Sectiou, in ewh manner ae q be rocomended 
by the  Committee. There are lome individuals with a v e q  advanced experimcr 
i n  certain highly 8peaidised f ie ld6 of research io Hhich isotopes have bean 
emplvyed, or In which it  might bo desirable to attempt to mplg therm. A 

resomolr of raloable d i d l o d l  Mtrl%d.. T b O  adminiMtratlr0 f a o l l l t i ~ s  and 

the  C h l d  ob the 8ectioo hI M t k 8  regarding pOILq, and t o  loakb BpeCifio 
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motor stafford H a r r a  

mechadam for the ocoasional ~ p l o p e m t  of euoh individuals i n  tho capmcIQ 
of a consultent uould naterlw enhance tb opportunities of the  Central 
Advisory Committee in Its relationship to the program to be developed with 
the  veterans Admlnl8tratlon. 

r 

It is proposed tha t  this Central Advisory Cornnittee hat. an initial meeting 
in Washington, D. C., as soon s f t e r  Septanber first a8 le practicable and that 
thereafter lnfroquemt meetings be held a t  intervals of not more than t r i ce  
a yean 

It i s  bellerod that tho C e n t r a l  A M s o r g  Comolittw utui ‘pd& this hi- 
desirable and dtall~ important a d r i s o q  semlce almost entirw through raaking 
themselvees available t o  the Chief of t b  Section f o r  consultation by l e t te r ,  
by telopboao or  by perronal risltr on the par t  of the Chief of t b  Section or 
hie rapresontatlres. 

It I 8  appreciated that those who would make desirable member6 of tho C s n t r a l  
Advisor7 Committee are . X t r w  buoy indir idua6 md that It is essentidl to 
consemo tho- time and enargles. On th other hand, it i o  bellmad poesiblo 
t0 so 8trmnUne tho bot i r i t ien of the C d x d  AdPi801y 00111PFttbe that rlth 
t h e  w e a l t h  of information and experieaco s l r e e w  possessed bg the proposed 
member6 of tho Gommitteo, thm necressarg adrice and counsel on a pollcy making 
level o m  bo obtained r i thout  mduo hardships on 

To th in  end it i s  proposed that the Chief of the Section propar0 a suggested 
pollcy and plan with respect t o  lmplsnentlng t h i s  program, and tha t  this 
together nlth ~ L I  expodtion of nhat had been done In this line prior t o  JUL 1, 
1947, be presentd  t o  tbs mmkr +oll i n  adranor of the inltid orgaulzirrg meeting. 

rou aro  requested t o  accopt appointasnt M a consultant to  tho Caatrdl Office of 
the  Veteran8 ALdainfstration t o  serve b the Central Advisor). C d t t e e .  In  
this capacitp ompensation lrill be.on the basis of flftJ dollare per ~ L V  for 
mch senicss .  The oost of travel and the per diem w i l l  be paid by tho 
mernmmt  to care for neceeeary expenses incurred in radering d sarrices. 

moso rho ha70 been asked to semo on this aaDPnittee are D.otors Stafford U u l o n ,  
Hugh Mowan, Perrln Long, m e r  La Med8l.l and Shielda Warran, 

This is a very lollg let ter md I bhma Wrgo I p t ~  far kiap tho ruboso author. 
rig I s ,  homer, giv-hg (111 exkm.l dear oxposition of our problem and of 
the resportsibillties of the proposed Central A d a s o q  C6m6tteo. I do hop. 

member. 
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Doctor Stafford H U T ~  

that yon rill be able to come in and help usiall tgr accepting an appohhcart 
on t h i o  aormrittae w h i c h  nFu havo eunh *orbat rssponaibillties. 

Sinaers3j yours, 

h' . 
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