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Dear Staf f :  

I regre t  very much t h a t  it has not been possible  for  ma t o  prepare f o r  you 
a t  an earlier date a swnmary OS our a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  t inm of t h e  Central  
Advisory Committee meeting i n  September t o  the present and t h a t  t h i s  one 
has t o  bo very aketchy. 

you haro reaeived t h e  packet of infonnation sen t  out t o  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned 
wi th  t h o  planning and operat ion of t h e  program. The preparat ion of this 
packet took m c m  time than I l iked  but I Bhought it was necessnry t o  present 
a unilorm pic tura  (a) t o  t h e  Donne, (b) t o  t h e i r  representat ives  and ( c )  to 
representat ivee within t h e  individual  hospi ta l s  or admini8trative o f f i c e s  
who might be conoerned. 
i ts  miseion. 
have been cons is ten t ly  favorable, Almost invariably they comment on t h e  
value of t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  overa l l  problem presented. Seeing t h e  
o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  somewhat more c l e a r l y  they are b e t t e r  ab le  t o  understend 
our in ten t ions  ae t o  t h e  ways and moms of circumventing t h e  pobleme 
encountered. 

It has required t im f c r  the  Deans' lonunittees t o  consider t h e  problems 
which we presented t o  them formlly on November 4. 
Radioisotope was of necessi ty  delayed because of t h i s .  A l l  Dmns' 
Corni t tees  hnve, however, been working toward t h i s  end as opportunity has 
permitted then t o  do so. 

Since our September meeting I have been i n  personal contact  w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  
Deani' Committees, and their reprersn ta t ives  of the Deans' Committee end have 
as wel l  v i s i t e d  a l l  of t h e  hoepi ta le  designated t o  e s t a b l i s h  Radioisotope 
Unitr except those  i n  ca l i rorn ia .  

In mort instances  the idea har  been accepted with real  enthuslaan. The 
i n t e r e s t  ham been, as  we d e s i r d ,  particularly keen i n  t h e  broad f i e l d  of 
medioine,rather than confined t o  radiology. 
in rosearc@, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  it r o l a t e r  t o  c l i n i c a l  problems. 
a r e a r  vfa i tcd  we8 t h e r e  any question as t o  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of t h e  program 
and in one of these (Boston) the  primary concern Was dth regard t o  t h e  

It has been f a i r l y  s u c c e s e W  in accomplishing 
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a v a i l a b i l i t y  of qual i f ied  permnnel. I bel ie re ,  however, in each of these  
two instances  it w i l l  b e  poeaible t o  r e s o l r e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  

Wo could hare  procoeded temporarily much mor. rap id ly  had we been wi l l ing  
t o  b y - p a s  the  Deans' C o m l t t e a  and l e t  c e r t a i n  eager ind iv idua ls  in te res ted  
in t h i s  f i e l d  proceed on t h e i r  own. h q n t u a l l y  we would have l o s t  heavlly 
had we done so. k t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  would not have been in accordance with 
our baaio plan and in om, possibly tm, instances it might hare  resu l ted  
i n  an embarrassing s i t u a t i o n  which mieht have prevented the b a n s '  Committee 
from exercising t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  we earnes t ly  desired them t o  a s m e .  

I had two meetings wi th  br. F i t z  (November 13 and 19) .  The Deans of t h e  
Boston medical achools attended t h e  second of there  meetings. They were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned about t h e  r e l a t i v e  dear th  of qua l i f ied  personnel i n  
the  Boeton area i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  al ready grea t  demand fo r  such personnel 
in t h e  univers i t ies .  They were a l r o  concerned about the heavy demands now 
bel- rad. upon qual i r ied  koy psreonnel l i ke  Dr. Shields  Warren. 
l i k e l y  that it w i l l  be possible  t o  g e t  something worked out t o  our m t u a l  
advantage and they are now studying the mtter .  
Administration hospi ta l ,  *est Roxbury, Yhssachusetts and was qui te  pleased 
with t h e  opportuni t ies  there .  
en thus ias t ic .  
adequate numbers t o  cover the  plan enrisegod. 
be developed there. 
t h i s  h i s  a t ten t ion .  
as &o a more d e f i n i t e  plan. 

I m e t  with 9. McEwen (October 16)  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  program a t  t h e  Vetereno 
Adndnistration h o s p i t a l  Bronx, New York. 9. F a i l l a  
has been appointed ar Chairman of the  Radioisotope Comit teo  and is assuming 
c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  organizat ion and planning. Dr. Edith Quimby and he 
w i l l  r l e o  serve ae Coneultants. Dr. F a i l l a  is ac t ive ly  in te res ted  end has 
given strong recommndation t o  9. R o a i t ,  a lull time smployes b f  t h e  
P e t e r m a  Adminiatration h o a p i t r l  in chargo of r a d i o t h s m p l  and a a t l v e l y  
i n t a r e s t e d  in tho r a d i o i s o t o p  work. P. hills rooolaendsd t h a t  b be 
designated as Dirootor of t h e  h d i o i r o t o p e  Unit. 
recommsnded t h e  part time appointgent of Dr. Yallor as "attendine biophysicist" 
and Of &a. Newerly, f u l l  time am "Radiophysicists technician". 
members contacted wero ac t ivo ly  intermsted in t h e  establishment of a uni t .  
Dr. Cluckman, Deans' Canmittee Liaison o f f i c e r  was par t icu lar ly  helpful ,  
and ctignlzant of my s i d e  of the  picture .  Dr. Shie ldr  Warren v i s i t e d  the 
Bronx h o s p i t a l  w i t h  nm (October 16) and w e  were able  t o  c l e a r  up'som of 
t h e  matters which hare given me individual  concern with r w a r d  t o  t h e  eet up 
there. This  was, however, p r i o r  t o  t h e  appointment of R. Failla as 
Chairman nf t h e  Radioisotope comaittee and I b e l i e r e  t h e  plans t h e r e  are  nm 
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A s  yet we  have heard nothing d e f i n i t e  from t he  Clweland group in regard 
t o  t h o  Veterans Adminimtretion h o s p i t a l  (Crl le) .  
rill be able t o  give us eome information regarding t h e  set up t h e r e  in 
the near future .  When I was there on Ju ly  30, &. Wearn was absent from 
t h e  city but I went over the  problems N l t h  4. Hayman and h. Fr iede l l .  
A t  that  time I c m l d  not present our fbrmal plan as it had not y e t  been 
evolved. 

I v i s i t e d  the Chicago group (August 21, Rovember 11) in regard t o  t h e  
Veterans Administration hospital (Hinos) and w h i l e  I have mcelved no 
firm recommendation from there  it appears t h a t  h. &Roy w l l l  be selected 
as t h e  Director of the h d i o i a o t o p e  U n i t .  This war t h e  in ten t ion  of Dr. 
J. Hoeoe %ller, representing the Deans' committee, when I v i s i t e d  him 
(August 21). They have, as y e t ,  presented no formal plan. 
undoubtedly near ly  ready t o  do 80. 

I vis i tad the  Minneapolis group (November 10) in regard t o  t h e  Veterans 
Admlni r tn t lon  h o s p i t a l  (Wnneapolie) j u s t  before h. Cecil Watson l e f t  
f o r  south 'kerica. Dr. D i a l  
reprerentiIlg tho bane'  &munittee arranged a splendid conference with those 
uho would be p a r t i c u l a r l g  i n t e r e s t e d  f r o m  t h e  univers i ty  and from the 

bqing ahead with t h e  I n i t i a l  planning bu t  no concrete rsconncndatlons hare 
yet h e n  received. 
t h m  in regard to  c e r t a i n  tsohnlcal  problems a t  h i s  and t h e i r  convenience. 
Dr. ArmstroDg of t h e  Unitersity staff who has been doing such fine work i n  
Carbon 14, WUII p a r t i c u l a r l y  del ighted and I f e e l  very pleased about t h e  
prospects  there and h i s  a r r w i a t l o n  with our prograra. They i n t i n a t e  an 
fntereet in per t lc ipa t ing  r i t h  uq in a *hot" l abora tom on Veterans 
Admints t r s t i o n  premi sea. 

It has not bean possible  f o r  me to  ge t  t o  Los ~ e l s s  as pet ,  hmevm, I 
hare been able t o  go over the problem of the Vet.erans Admidstr  tian 
h o s p i t a l  ( V a  N u y s )  p r a o M U J  with Dr. Staf ford  warman on s e n d  occaeions. 
The Duane' %mnlt tee  has appointed Dr. Warren as Chairman of t h e  Radiolsotopa 
Corni t tee  and Dr. N. H. bake ana Dr. Norman Nelson a s  members of  t h e  
Radioisotope C o m i t t e e  to represent  the  Deans' %miit t e e  and t o  LIuperflse 
t h e  Radioisotope pmgram i n  the rOs Angelen area. Spsclfic recomendst iors  
have been mde and they  cover not only t h e  Veterans Administration hospi ta l  
(Van hyr) but a s  w e l l  a proposi t ion for t h e  Veterans Administration h o m l t e l  

For Veterans Administr4tlon h o s p i t a l  (Van Nuye) h. OOorge Lbibp has  been 
appointed by the Radioisotope Conai t tee  of the Dean8' Cormittee t o  serve 
as Director of the Radioisotope Unit and &. nobert Fink and 9. E. P. bebee  
as mmbers t o  d i r e c t  end t o  aCtiTa1p engage in t h e  work withln the hospi ta l .  
They have presented some plans and r e q a i s l t l o n r  but unfortunately they have 
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It may be  t h a t  Dr. Fr iedql l  
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H e  was very i n t e r e s t e d  and mort helpful. 

Admlnistretion hoepi ta l .  They were most enthus ias t ic  and are 

They a r e  t o  have 9. Friedell corn t o  c o n m l t  n l t h  
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boon ao interwoven with other  i t rmr of oonoern to  the gcoeral medical 
n r e u o h  program ( rh ich  l a  i n  a #hilar staee of derolopOnt  a# ourr )  
t ha t  it h a s  beon imporsiblo t o  g e t  tham unravelled in thr ppmr work 
stage and erract prompt ao t ion  on C e n t d l  Orfioe IOTO~. Thir 10 in 
par t  due t o  the requirementr within the bookkeeping of the Centra1 
Off ice  for r e s t r l c t i w  use of fund# a l loca ted  for the radioisotope 
program spec i f ica l ly  f o r  t h a t  purpore as-opposed to funds a l loca ted  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  be used in general  medical research. 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t h e  Van Nups group t o  mke proper d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  
planning and in r e q u i s l t i o n r  betreen use of radiotrotope funds and 
use of genera l  nsd lca l  research fundr. 
to f inance the la t ter .  
t h e  procesr  of being rerolved and should be r t ra ightened out  in the 
near  future .  
of t h i o  nature  hwe been r t ra ightened out. 
provided it w i l l  be  poarible  fo r  t h i s  g m u p  t o  do swe excellent work. 
An addi t iona l  ROfiTity of t h i r  uni t  w i l l  be a n  experimental effort 
t o  t ra in  two paraplogicr who e l r m d y  have adequate t w h n i c a l  backmound, 
BO that t h e r  nmy work in  t h e  inr t rumsntat ion a rpec t r  of r a d i o a c t i r e  
laaterialr and in t r a c e r  technipuer. Thin uni t  ha# benefi t ted g r e a t l y  
fmm much personal  a t t e n t i o n  from Dr. Warren. 

/ 
It har been 

The former can  not be eaployed 
Thio d i f f i c u l t y  while a real  caum Of delay is in 

Dr. warren has been in War!iington t h l r  we& and m y  t l l n g s  
Once t h e  equipasnt 18 

. 

The Radioisotope Camnittee ( l a m  Angela.) has reoomunded t h e  ertablishment 
of a unit  a t  Veteran# AQalnirtration h o r p i t a l  ( & a  Angolea) t o  eerve a s  
a comnlttscr t o  t h e  Badloieotope Colwittes. 
W. Roger 0. &berg serve a 8  C h a i m n  and birsctor of the  Radiolootope 
Unit, w i t h  Dr. C. H. Ibcclanahan and C. E. Y(cIntpe a r  mmberr. This 10 
discusnod in another  let ter.  

It har  been racormnsnded that 

I want t o  make commnt on an in te rea t ing  and heartening obaerration. I n  
each of the  area8 wherein a u n i t  i n  t o  be establ iahed hhem has been 100% 
i n t e r e s t  and rupport from t h e  Branoh Medical Director, f'ran the F a s p i t e l  
Manager and from other  NSpOnSibb r#rromel within t h e  VA organlzat lon 
r h o  muld be in a pos i t ion  t o  a r r i a t  u r  in our mission. 
hare dreamed t h a t  it would be 80 g r e a t  or 80 real .  

I could never 

'8lthtn t h e  hospi ta l s  t h e  r e p r e a m t a t i v e r  of t h e  Veterans AdminlLtration 
professional  r t a f i  have ahom g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in the p o s r i b i l i t f e r  of a qoiw 
radloisotops program. I was impressed more r e a l i s t t i c a l l y  than ever  before 
r l t h  the  opportunity t h i s  p m g r ~  can br ing t o  thud and what it can mean 
t o  them in tb ure  of perronal  m t i r f e c t i o n  due t o  t h e  enrlchmsnt of t h e i r  
profearions1 opportunl t ieu there, To me thlr m a l i z a t i o n  on my part when 
conaidered in r e l a t i o n  t o  their  eagerness for th i s  oppartuni ty  has  been 
m a t  rtbulatiPg. That t h i s  pcogrum could m a n  eo m w h  t o  these  doctore 
in r t imulat lng them and in mkiw t h e i r  professiOM1 l i f e  within t h e  
h o s p i t a l  more a t t r a c t i v e ,  was never so f u l l y  appreciated by m before I 
made these v i a i t r .  The ca l iber  of mn ut t h  uhm 1 110 i n  contact  r l t h l n  
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Sincerely P O U S ,  

GEOFlCf M. LYON, Y. D e  
Chief, Radioisotope Sect ion 
Research nnd Education Service 

I 1  1 0 5 b l  

. C  

'. *_  


