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I am sorry that I did not have an opportunity of spending more time with

you when ny colleagues and I visited your father several weeks ago. There
are several things of interest I was anxious to talk over with you as I
know you must have wondered what matters we were discussing with Dr, Field.

At tne pressnt time the U, S. Atomic fnergy Commisszion is vitally interested
in the effects of the long-continued presence of radioactive materials in
the body and their rates of excretion, This has great practical importance
in the field of national defense as well as theoretical interest in the
relationship vetween radioactivity and bone darage and tumor induction, The
Argonne National Laboratory of the Atomic “nergy Commission is at present
engaged in a comprehensive study of these problems. DPr. Willian Looney,
Leonidss Marinelll and myself, who visited your father, are members of -
the Division of Blological and Medical Rosesrch and we are most intimately
concerned in the carrying out of this program,

As you know, the administration of radium chloride as a therapsutic agent
intravenously and orally during the peried 1915 to 1930 was carried out by
many prominent physicians both here and abroad. Your father, of course,

had been in the forefront of those studying the effects of thec admintatra-
tion of radium., The work done by those investigators has gained added
importance as the years have passed. As you may know and as your father
indicated to us in our last conversation, a very small amount of radium
remains in the body as long as twenty or cmore years after its administre-
tion. The accurate estimation of the amount remaining at this time, whem
correlated with data available from the physicians who administered the
drug, yields information which is invaluable, Similar studies on experimen-
tal animals are not comparably valuable; firstly, because a different

species than man is involved; secondly, because other animals handle
substances injected into the body in a slightly different manner than manj
thirdly, because a periocd of twenty years has elapsed and answers of national
and zreat scientifiec importance can be gained at once,

At the irgonne Xational Laboratory members of the [ivision of Dlological and
Yedical Research have devised radiation instruments which, in a simple
manner and without inconvenience to the patient, determine the amount of
radium present in the body. ¥e conferred with your father concerning the
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possibilidy of obtaining his cooperatioa ia tnls work .y caking avuilable

to us the aames of patients who had received redius intravenéusly or

orally as a thorspeutic zeasure in the psst. Ve can sssure you thal the
proper ethical dector-dector aad dostor-patient relasionship would be
naintained in theses studies., Yocur father ssemod somomhat fatigued at the -
time (a8 you mentioned, he had not been feeling well for the previous seversl
woeks) and we did not wish to tire sin by preesing the matter further,

Ll bring these satters to your attemtien as I want to ewphasise the great
value which resides in your father's clinical records, Uata exist in Lis
notes which could not be obtained slscwhers and which sust e preserved and,
it is hoped, wade available to groups such ax ours,

In the past year Dr, Field trested three patients with radium intravencusly.
These comprise the most important of the group as very little is known
conserning the excretion of radivs during the first year after administre-
tion, Ve sre especially anxious to study taere individuals in the near
futurs,

tlease pardon ay writing at such lemgth, but [ do 30 amnt to exphasize

again the importance of your father's records. #He would be most appreciative
for any help you can glve us {n this urgent work and would be grateful if

you could cosmunicate to your father the importance of making his records
available tc us so that those deterainations can be done, Lub me theuk

you in behalf of the other mombers of cur group and myself for suy assistance
you can renxder us,

It would be possible for scome of us to come Fast again to ¢onfer with
Or. Pleld if you feel that this would be helpful.

Capdially youre,

Rovert J, Hasterlik, (.U,
Directar
AdHigl Heslth Services Idvision
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