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lareh 8, 1953

Dre Hane Lisser
VeCe Hedieal School
Gan Francisco, California

Yy dear Dr, Lisser:

On February 19, 1953, I had the pleasurs of a visit from Dr,

Paul DeXruif, In the course of a two hour somversation he had
oocasion te inforw me that, in a recent talk with you, you stated
that *Dr. Kineell was foreed te resign from the University of Cal-
i1fornia, and there must have deen something wrong, becausse this
osours rarsly in sosdemic 1ife," Dr. DeXruif's conly motive in re-
poatlgg thie statenent w2s to give me an opportunity te defend
xyself,

Sinoe yeur charge is = rather startling ome, it may bde well
te exanine it,

In the spring eof 1950 I presented in writing te Dr, Kerr,
then Professor of  ledieine, my resigmation fror his dspartment,
The resignatien weas not tendered wnder duress of any sort, 1.9,
a0 suggestion er intimation was made to me By Dre Xerr Or anyone
elss that my resignation was desired, Dre Xerr in a written re-
oly "acocepted with some regret” my resignation., Inasmuch as Dr,
Kerr and 1 dif.ered sharply, as noted below, I strongly suspect
that B was quite ap Dleased to acoept my resignatien as I was
te give it, 1In retroepect I might add that I regard the decision
a9 one of'thei:best 1 have gver made, I only regret that I did
g_ot make the decision muoh soonar, .

Y* . Ab yeu are awars, the courtc regard one's character as his
208t valuable asset, It is xy understanding that the ocurts

taks & very dim viev indeed of thoss who atterpt character assase
sisation, I have yet to engzge in any ocurt aetion under any
sireumptances, and have no desire to begin now. Be assured,
however, that should any malicious falsehoods of the type noted
above again be conveyed to ms from any respensidble source, the
matter will be placed in the hands of my attorney, immediately,
"f apprepriate action,
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Jr, lans Lisser «le : linroh 6, 1953

:ince this letter is being written, I shz2ll also note for the
record certzin related items,

1) In 1949 I told Dr, Kerr that the load of work attendant upcan
zy professional sctivities on both sides of the Bay exceeded nyy
physical oapacfity. Ore Zerr expressed regret, but offered no help
in arriving at a solution.

2) Tecanuse of tnis I decided to move all ¢f my professional ac-
tivities to the Laet Fay and begsn s systemalio appraisal of the
possibilitiess Among the places wvhere adequate fasilities for
metabolioc research could be obtained were the County Hespital and
the Berkeley Campus, Beesause of a strong sonvietion on ny part,
then 2nd now, that such huran metabelio rese-~roch should be car-
ried out on the Berkelsy eampus in clese proximity to, and in
collaboratien with, ment in the basie departments, the matter of
organization of a retabolisc unit on the Berkeley oanjus was garee-
fully evaluntied,

3) This met with the thorough appreval of many pecple on the
Berkeley eampus, “hen the matter was drought to the attention

of Dr. Kerr and of Dr, Sryth, howvever, to my oconeidersble surprise
the attitude of teth gentlemen waes one of extreme hostility. Dr,
Eerr cn repeated occasions stated that he "was unalterably orposed
to the develojment of amy human research activity on the Berkeley
campus”", TLean Smyth appeared to hold precisely the sare views,
This seemod a 1ittle ayrprising in view of the fast that both xen
had stated that such research aotivity was ixpossible on the San
Francisce sampun, S .

4) Since Drs Smyth and Dr. Kerr had nothing eof e gonstruetive
nature to effer, I persevered in the develorment of plans for ere-
ation of the metadelie unit on the Berkeley campus. In the process
of develomment of these planwm, I learned that Dr., John Lawrence had
engountered an idemntieal kind ef opposition (and vituperstion) under
very sinmilar circumstanees @ few years previously, Dr, Lawrence
happened to bave as an ally e brother whe carried suffisient weight
t0 evercome both the epposition and vituperition. All et tlLis i
part of the efficial reeord,
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Jr. Hans Lisser -3- March 7, 1953

$) “hen it beoame appnrent to Or. Kerr and Dr. Smyth, and sone
of ‘helr zosocictes, that the plzms for orginiz.tion of 2 meta-
bolic unit on the Berkeley campus were pregressing desipite their
op ositicn, they resorted to perscnil attaek, no holds barred.
Since I £id not have as potent an ally as had Or. Lawrence, 2nd
pince I had zdeguate oprortunities elsewhere, I presented oy
recign tion to Or, Kerr as previously noted,

6) DOr. Kerr, Dr. Smyth, and some of their aescciateec were left
boldirg sorething of a bag sinoe they had indicated to the Ires-
ident of the University (desrite their emphatic statements to the
contrary on previous occasions) that adequate facilities for meta-
bolic recearsh cculd be orgarized on the San ¥ranciseo campus.
They, therefore, contimied with the plans which I had fnitiated
and obtained funds from the State Legislature for this work. By
some strange set of circumstances they arpeared to find themselves
with no one cir:ble of carrying on such work, despite their pre-
vious assurances to the President theot such talent was abundant
amonz those whe had opposed the organization of this work on the
Berkeley camrus,

7) After the passaze of almost two yezrs, a capadble man in the
person of Dr, Feter Forsham was irmported to do the job which you
gentlemen appeared to be unable to do.

8) 1In the meantirme, xy loynl asscoiastes anmd 1 had organiged and
{ixplemented the Institute for Metabolis Researeh, which in the
course of the past three years has carried out more original in.
vestigative work, I beliave, than the entire Department of Hedi.
oine of the University of California Yediesal Schoeol in San Frane
eisco, despite the provision of large funds for such deparimental
research by the tax payers of the State of California,

As you arc or should be awvare, ths adbove statements are pre-
eisely in 26c0rd with the fagte, As I rezd them over I find it
incredible thit men who are sup-osed to be represent:itive of the
best in scientific medicine in the medical school of one of the
world's great universities o0an stoop to sonducst vhish would be
shunned by many an honest garbage oollector, }ay I add that sub-
stantially this same opinion has been expres:=ed spontaneously in
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Dre Hans Lisser b Mareh 6, 1953

the course of the past few years, by many eminent physicians and
scientists throughout the country = including not a few in our
own University and in your own department.

Barring only the subrission of ¢ personal apology, no reply
to this letter is expected or desired,

Sincerely, .

Laurance ¥, Kinsell, },D.
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