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August 15, 1963
Mr, Will Lepeska

Des Plaises, Illineis

Dear Mr. lepeska:

Last Novesber I wrots te you asking Buslear-Chicago te lend to the
American Mt. Eversst Expedition & model 2800 scalar and DSTS probe for
the physiological studiss that I was to cenduct om members of the Rx-
peditica tesm., You vary ganexously seant us the counter, vhich we shipped
in Janusry te Wepal end used eu Mt. Rverwet for the studies deserided in
the ressarsh preposal I seat to yeu.

You ave prodably evare frea aewspapex secounts that the Expeditios
achieved its sbjestives, perhaps more successfully so then ve had svan
anticipated. Oa May 1st twe mes resched the summit of Mt. Bverest usder
wveathar conditisns that watil then we would have theught were beyond

cas

the sumrit, two other wen whe

7 s ad La the Septenbar 20th Ladwe of Life
. te¥ the Natiomml Seegrathic will carry a deseripe
oa tha resesrch . The beok, writtss by Jsmes Rawsay Ullman,
will be published in the Spring 196h. L
When your seintillation counter was daliversd to me at Dosmer Labova-
texy our slsetremics group added an extermal counestion that ciauld be
switched 1o the eutput of either the 10 or the 100 decade sirevit. With
ted £8 muxr portsdbls Sanborn

Base line messurements of both plasma irem turmever and cardies omt-
put ware mads wvith the ceuntsr on mtmbders of the Expedition team here at
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Berkeley prior to their departure for Mt. Everest.

The counter vas shipped by aiy to Fathmands in Jsnuary 1565 end
then carried by porter 150 milas over some of ths roughest terraia in
the world to our base camp at 17,800 feet on the Kumbu Glacier at the
oot of Mt, Eversst, Hsre and st advance base camp (21,500 feet) the
counter worked perfactly om battery powsr. S0 far as coumting was con-
cerned, the radieiron studies were performed without difficulty; it was
only the {ovestigetor who had esvirommental problems. The results of
these studies, vhich will ba published in dus course, sesm to shew a
steady increase in the rata of red cell production from sea level to
£1,50C feet, which 1s wall beyond the maximum altitude for human adapts-
tiom,

FPhotographe of ths counter in use on the mountain were takea in
black and white and coloxr. 1 will be glad to send prints of the photos
as soon as our negatives are returned frow the Naticnal Geographic Society
vhere all our film is curremtly being veviewed.

In view of the success of the counter ia our studies on Mt. Everast,
we, tha Expedition Corporatiom, would like to ask Ruclear-Chicago to con-
sider making a lomg term loam or an outright domation of the counter to
the permanent Foundation that is now being fermed from the origioal Ex-
pedition Corporation. The puxposs of the Foiumdation will be to organiza
and sponsor future scientific expeditions te high altitude areas for
studies in nhysfology, blology, and geophysics. A permanent collectiom
of basic instruments and equipment s available from the Everest Expedi-
tion, and the countsr would be am importamt addition to the instrumants
available for the fisld ressarch prejects that follew.

Ve are axceedingly grateful to Muclear-Chicago for its cooperation
in the physicological program of the Expeditiom. In additienm te providing
photographs of the counter in use on M. Everest, we will eckmowledge your
contribution in our research publicatioms.. . .

» Stml.y yivun,

L Villiem B, Strt

WES:le

1162971



