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Mr. Sumner G. Whittier
Administrator of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Administration
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Whittier:

An exceptional opportunity for achieving the advantages of an active
union between medicine and the basic sciences exists in the possibility
of locating the proposed Veterans Administration Hospital in the environs
of Gerkeley. For this reason I invite you to consider a site close to,
or even adjacent to, the Berkeley Campus which would offer advantages not
readily realizable from the location of the HKospital at the proposed site
in Martinez.

In my letter of July 17, 1956 to Mr. Higley I mentioned the several centers
for medical science® in the Berkelsy area which might appropriately enter
into a revarding association with the Veterans Hospital. It is our hope
that requests for immediate construction will not preclude reconsidering
the location of the site. If you or your representative would talk with
scme of our interested people, I would be glad to arrange such s meeting.

Sincerely yours,

. ~ v Clark Kerr

#The Donner laboratory of Medical Research
The California State Virus hbontory
The Radiation laboratory
The Virus laboratory
The Institute of b:pcrimontal Bio]bg
The Institute of Child Welfare
The Departments of Anatomy, Blochemistry, Bacteriology,

Physiology, Psychology, Zeology, Chemistry and Physics:
The School of Public’ Health © = =
The California State Department of Health
The Institute of Social Welfare : -
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to believe that applied medicire shortly will dejpend much
more upon preventive measures, and there is no medical achool
oriented to true instruction needs in preventive medicine,
This might then be our special contridution,

6. Researeh into human health protlems, whether directed to:
a., prevention of disease, |
b. study of cnronic disease,
6. eotudy of aging or
d. study of mstabdbolism,

.requires an organized eorsideration of large numders of people
who ean be studied individually and classified into categories
of health, age, sex, oeccupation, etc, Such approaches need
hundreds and thousards of individuals, in order that subsequent
follow-up and statistical studies can test critical issues
concerning the cuiture of health., 3uch studies have not

been made on a scale commensurate with the probless or our
resources because of iaak of organized approash to healin
problems, and the pheromenal ocosts 2f efforts solely directed
to this purpose, Neither private medical Taollities nor the
rescurees of our medical center in San Prancisqe suffice for
shese needs, even though they offer important-and unigue
sdvantages in research upon important medicsl ‘pfoblems. Veterans
hospitals and Army or Navy hospitals ¢an be & remarkable source
of statisticali mborstory information on health and metadolisam,
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