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Deer Dr, lawrence:

Lo I wich to evologize far the delsy ir answering y~ur 1ett¢-r of
L Octobbr 14, 1646, the deley being rertly dve te beirg ocut of tomm

sl with the belence occupied ir coneu]tmn with my superiore 2= te the

: _ edvieability cf underteking the rro-csed res _onei't‘ility et the

" rresent time,

1 shell endeaver to exrlain the circumstences in which I now
find myeelf in en effcrt to offer e clezr justificatien for re“ueirg
the very flettering corwissien you heve so kindly offered,

As vou rrchebly Imow the Plutonium Project is strugrling very
herd te publicsh 2s soon as rossible the Plutonium Froject Record of
twenty some odd velumes., I am serving on the editorisl committees cf
two of these volures in eddition tc services to the Comrittee on
Redfcectivity of the Neticnel Research Council, verious comrittees
st the University of Criczgo, etc. I em trying te help cet my section.
of the Institute of Red:cbi-lcgy end Bicohysics zoinp while still on
loen to thie Ieboratory, the latter beirg e full tire job,

% conference with my cureriors in this lsboretcry end with Dr.

R. ¥, Zirkle, IL'irector of the Institute of R~diocbiclegy end Biornhysics,
recsulted in their dacision thet, under precent circurstences, I shculd
meke no more comritments until the PPR ie out of the wey, The
~erformence ¢ thie duty would then leave me a free cheoice to do whatever
I felt best. This cannot he accomnrlished before June, 1947,

It is reelized thet the rroject experience in this “ield should
be publicized eside rom the FPR end thet your volume would be & good
mediun,

. lay I cugpest thet vou cow'é, perheps, recure the services of
F, ¥, Parker of the Henford Engireer Works, Richlend, Weshington, whose
*rmect erd previous experience eminently qualifies hixr to write such
e cherter,
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. It is regretted thet I er fcreced to meke thie rey.:ly, enc I
cincerelv hope thet veu rey succeed in securing the cervices of ah
A 1 whict

cnrpetent rersor since this is & redly neglected field abeut
reny investigetors should be better infermad,

Very sx.i\' ::irel,v yours,

E, Rose
Tlrector, Heelth Physics Divieicen

Argonpe Netional Ieberatory

JER:gbs

11b2b87



