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SUMMARY OF EVENTS, JUNE 12 ~ 19

Besides the regular staff, D, L, Hill and R, R. Bush (both of Princeton) have
been here most of the week, helping to keep up with important developments, attending
the AEC hearings, getting information out to the membership, and trying to influence
people on the hill. This memo is an attempt to summarize and interpret matters of
special interest to FAS,

Batiopal Sciencge Foundation. The most important development, from our point of view, i
the fact that H,R. 4BUS has been reported out of Committee and will be taken up on the’
House Floor, probably on Tuesday, June 21, or shortly thereafter, Provisions for loy-,
alty affidsvits of fellowship holders, the carrying ocut of military research under the
Foundaticn, and the setting up of security regulations are all included in the Bill, We
feel that the Federation should vigorously oppose all three provisions. Letters and
Mires from scientists to their own representetives in Copzress are esgential. Aside
from these three provisions, it is felt here that the Bill should bte supported. The
facts on this are completely covered in the M_m_(mn_g_y_u of June 17, just put
in the maill, 80 no repetition will be attempted here. R. R, Bush)
Atomig Epergy Commission. This week's AEC hearings opened on Monday with Dr. J. Robert
Oppenheimer, Chalrman of the General Advisory Committee of the AEC, as ster witness, |
The main subject 37 “hat herring wes the export of isotopes, With his usual eloquencs,
Oppenheixier arguei that suca sxp:-'a were in the interests of national security and
wholly consistent wiih W.S. #>vc .2 nolicy, He apparently convinced everyone, with the
possidle exception of San, Tic.ecd: T eo Jer, that the isotopes were of no military signifi-
cance., In answer to quastions, Cpre-heimer further asserted that the Commission had:
%me an excellent Job. It was obv-ois to everyone that Hickenlooper had lost this rour
At Vednesday's hearings the AEC found a new ally in ths General Electrio Company,
. Hickenlooper found himgelf put in the embarrassing positi~n of attacking free ente:
-n :q as applied in the development of the Hanford Plant under the management of GE, It
1-.ianthal's words, "GE batted the ball out of the lot! in ites efficient management an¢
surewd planning in the Hanford project, and Dr. Harry A. Winne, Vice-President of the
Ge+, Flectric Co. responded wiih . tpoken plaudits for the competence and thoroughnesrc
ot the werk of the AEC, with Zickericeper caught between and squirming uncemfortadly ae
tquag two handed bouguets to 2ach ciner. Hickenlooper had compl-iined that there was n:
[ cie¢'eut checking by the ALS on ¢ie plans and operations cf Ui, to this camrlaint.
‘enthal responded with a statement of the policy of the AEZC to award contracts onmly
T ;u:l.ly qualified operators and then to avold doulle-management by not "btreathing down
tae necks" of the contractors during the subsequent work,

Vith much ado about the brown dottle that turned into a clear Ball Mason jJar, the
case of the lost uranium at the Argonne Nat!l Laboratory came to a possidle end before
the open hearings of the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy, Thursday, June
15. Under the testimony of Dr., Zinn, Director at Argonne, and of other staff members
tasre, as well as the testimony of Dr. Thiele, independent expert witness asked dy the
to.mitteo to investigate the Argonne uranium mystery, the facts were established that
all but four grams of the enriched mixture had deen recovered, and that there was no
evidence for belisving that espiunage was involved. Under the weight of the consistent
end corroborative evidence presented by these men, Hickenlooper was left grasping for
ctraws to support his assertions of "incredidle mismanagement”, and rested most of his
acriment for the day on the fact that the container claimed to have Deen recovered was
® siear Ball Mason jJar, whereas the press reports of an earlier meeting had quoted the
Coumittee Chairman as saying that the "drown pint-sise bottle" had been found. Much of
the Committee's time was spent in discussing the color of the jar, with Sen, McMahon
maintaining that he had not specified the nature of the missing uranium container in



ity of C

San Fraucisco
d ia any (ashion without written permission from the copyright holder.

ied .
L v“ L

Reproduction from Speciat Collections, 'Ihe Library, Uni
ial may be quoted

AN

of this

DOCUMENT SOUACE
University of California at San Francisco
Soecial Collections Library, San Francisco CA
RECORDS SERIER T TLE

“IFEL it T,

ACCESSION NC - ;
AR L8/
FILE SOCE A COPY
CARTON NO ;‘ i‘/,//-.//»
FCOLRER NAMI

ELLE 3 i7104 €1 5 006 KUAK S a7
NCTES //ﬂ/—/?y;/

FouNpBY

, . - 7
g MY e 7

4733 Pags 2

his statement to the press when it was found; and finally indicating the probable bvasis
of the misconception as following from his having pointed in an early press conference
in his office, to a brown bottle of vitamin Pills sitting on his desk when a reporter
asked him to state roughly what size and type of bottle was used for storing the uraniur

In response to questions on the efficacy of inventories for a complete accounting
of fissionadle materials, Zinn replied that the only way to be sure of the exact amount
of material in a labdoratory is never to use it, He then described an experiment in -
which the accounting of the exact amount of enriched material corld not de completed for
two years because of the necessity of waiting until strongly activated materials decay
to a level of radicactivity at which they can safely be handled by chemists for analysie
Thus he pointed up the fact that if a spy were anxious to purloin some materizl without
having 1t detected for a long time he would not remove it from a storage bottle sudject
to periodlc checks,

Rep, Price (D.,I114nois) called attention to the article, "Is the A-Bomd Safel!", by
Villiam Bradford Hule, in the June, 1949, issue of Nation's Business, published by the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Price charged that the article contains several bits of in-
formation, the publication of which repressnts sscurity breaches. The article is highly
ceritical of the work of the AEC, contrasting strangsly with another article by Huls in:
the Reader's Digest, Jan., T949, and strongly recommends that custody for the atomis
bombs be ¢ransferved to the militery. Significant 1s the fact that the article nentions
very favorably Fred Rhodes and David S. Teeple, formerly of Gen., Groves' staff and dis-
charged by McMahon from their jobs on the ataff of the Joint Congressional Committee on
Atoric Energy, to which they had been appointed under Hickenlooper's chairmanship. These
men are nov assisting Hickonionper in his preparation of charges against Lillienthal and
tha ABC, and Hickenloope: .t1:a7ly protested at the hearings Thursday Price's thinly °
v:"1ed inslnuation tha% tisus »an wove responsible for the lesks of information revealec
in Hule's article atisecicinz ins L¥C, Price asked Lilienthal whather he coneidersd the
a~ticle to represent a u2-.r’ v wnltvingment, and Lilienthal replied in the afterncon -
gasslon that the FBI had %isu [ amizsied to investigate any possidle securily lesks in-
vNvad in Hule's stavausuts, Insludcd 4n the article is information that $0% of our
weuuinm is supplied by o "Belglan-British company in the Belglan Congo known as Unicn
M.ciases de Baut Eatanga',

Conversations with various people from the Argonne Laboratory have painted a ple-
Y'v.2 of a laboratory so obsessed with inventoriss, chemical analyses, and digging in’
v:eivactive grave yards that all of the technical personnel have been pulled away from
4 .-1r usual jobs, and vhere research has consequently been virtually at a stand-still
T.: the past three weeks,

Tha over-sll picture of the Atomic Energy hearings prevalent in the Capitocl at
srei=nt iz that the heavy inroada cn the $ime of the Commission and its employess, as
.l oa? e the time of the members of the Joint Committes, may de compensated ty an
. :¢::0 oublic understanding of the intricate prodlems involved and an appreciation o
t.e 7Ty a niture of sscurity. In the words of Sen. McMahon, the pudlic must realize tha
i.u. princlpal etrength of our national science program derives not from "security by
covessdaant!’, tut from "security by achievement.”

Mambers of the AEC have expressed indignation at Hickenlooper's procedure of ad-
Tansiug charges against the AEC without giving them any prior indication of the subject
4, we Giscussed at a particular hearing, and thus crippling their efforts to answer
»_ucately and completely the questions placed, Lillenthal has repeatedly requested ar
spp ortunity to prepare his files of data in advance of the hearings. Typical of Hicken
1ovperts tactics is the hearing of the 16th., At its close, Lilienthal asked of his
prinzipal questioner what general aspect of the Commission's activities would de exanir
a* the next morning's session; Hickenlooper responded with the suggestion that Lilien-
Tl call his office about an hour later (it was then 4830 P.M.), At 6100 P.M. Hiclen-
tuvper's office released the information that the following morning they would inguire
inio "Waste, in particular waste in the administration of the sites at Hanford and Caek
R1ize", This information at that late date was especially infuriating to the AEC, for
they had just that afterncon permitted their witnesses from Hanford ?nd Oak Ridge to

ind
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to depart, but seemed to prefer them to be absent when he Placed spscific and detailed
questions to the Commissioners. '

The swing of the Joint Committee away from sympathy with Hickenlooper was drama~-
£1zed by the individual statements Thursday of three Republican members of the Committee
that they felt that Hickenlooper had over-stated his case against Lilienthal. Reps,
Cole (R., New York) and Einshaw (R., Calif,) indicated that they do not think much of -
Sen. Hickenlooper's probe thus far, md Sen. Vandenberg (R., Mich.) was quoted in the
Npshipzton Post as remarking privately "Hickenlocper overstated his charges against
Lilienthal. He hasn't made out a case so far and it doesn't look 1ik. he will.® Anoth-
or member of the Joint Committee, Rep., Price (D., Ill.), oame forth with the following
blast: "It's a complete bust. It was purely political in origin and has consistently
1lald an ege." It is also reported that Hickenlooper has asked for aid in his crusade
from Senators Guy Corden (R., Oregon)and Hamer Ferguson (R., Mich.).

It is thus aprarent from the testimony advanced in the hearings and from these
statements by membere of the Joint Committes that Hickenlooper is falling in his efforye
to have the Committee recommend action against Lilienthal. If no further pressure is -
put on the Committee, the matter may end about there, with a vast amount of pudlic doubt
aroused and with the positicn of a progressive Commission appresciably weakened. It is’
possibtle, however, that under sufficient urging, the Joint Committee may be brought to
issue a ntatement lauding the over-all program of the AEC and glving more emphasis to
the vision and competence with which the AEC has done its jJeb than to the few relatively
unimportant errors it may have made, .

One of us (D.L.H.) interviewed Senator Knowland (R., Calif.) and Semator M{tlken
(R., Colo.) and attempted to impress upon them that the more besic side of our national
socurity has been time far neglected in the AEC hearings. They were quick to recognisp
that the principal concern of Hickenlooper has been with such negative aspects of secup-
ity as- the inventory of materials, cleanance of employees, and restriction of informe
tion. The Joint Committes, because of Hickenlooper!s tactics, has been unatle to place
proper emphasis upon the much more important popitive aspects of security through our '
development of atomic energy — that is, upon conditions by which a vigorous program of
general research may grow up in the hands of a large, enthusiastic, and resourceful bdady
of scientists., Both Senators agree that one of the principal denefits to be expected
frcm the present investigation is an increased public recognition of the conditions ne=-
s=teary for maximum progress in the development of atomic energy, and they wers sympas
~stic to the need for emphasizing in subsequent hearings the importance of Msecurity.
i..rough schisvement® in contrast to fsecurity through conceslment®, .

Much of the AEC's defense has deen on the basis of "calculated risks" taken to -
*arther the progress of ths program, and it seems prodable now that most of the Domocp»

.. members of the Joint Committes will endorse this general attitude of the ARC. It:
'eD8 most importart now for the FAS members to apply pressure by letters and wires on
.~e Reputlicen members of the Committee to speak forth sirongly on the positive :-peots

¢f security in AEC policy. (D.L.E.)

Touse Un-American Activities Copmittes, The most recent hearing of a scientist before
;ne HUKAC was that of Frank Oppenheimer on June 14. After a closed seasion before the
nmmittes, Oppenheimer issued a statement to the press in which he admitted that he and
.8 wife had joined the Comzunist Party in 1937 "seeking an answer to the probdlems of
miemployment and want®, He stated that they had resigned threes and one half years later
.cng before the establishment of the Manhattan Project, because the CP was not the
7ehicle through which to accomplish the progressive changes we were interested in®, He
further ssserted that he had never been asked to do anything illegal., A strong letter
»f praise for Oppenheimer'a work on the Hanhattan prbjsct, written by General Graves,
wns appended to the press release. According to newspaper reports, Oppenheimer answered
all questions about himself but refused to answer any gquestions about other people. The
Committee announced that the case was being dropped after the hearing. Oppenheimer had.
given his resignation ¢o the Univ, of Minnesota whare he had been an associats professc
of physice. The resignation was accepted by the University.

The press treatment was on the whole factual and as fair as could be expected.
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Several editorials and columns were sympathetic. Although this case droke the day after
J. Robert Oppenheimer strongly supported the AEC in testimony before the Joint Committec
there are no indicatione here of a sinister plot to dlscredit the latter's testimony.,

This case of Frank Oppenheimer 1s the third case in recent months of scientists
charged with communist sympathies, past or present, that has resulted in the loss of a
university job., The first was Ralph Spitzer whose contract at the Oregon State College
was not renewed because of charges, the only public evidence for which was an article
he wrote in Chemical dnd Engineering News (see FAS Newsletter, A-~711). The second was
G. Rossi Lomanitz whose oontract at Fisk University was not renewed becauss of unan-
swered charges of past communist effiliations made befors the EUAAC (See FAS memo A-729)
These throe cases raise a number of serious questions for scientists as wall as other
citizens: Do present communist sympathies or associations, even if established, repre-
sent sufficlent grounds for refusing a teaching position in science! If such sympathies
are relevant, how should they be established! Do pasi sympathies represent a similar -
basis for refusing teaching positions?! The position taken by the FAS Administrative
Committee, in opposing loyalty oaths and non-communist affidavits for AEC fellows, was
that political views are in no way relevant to work in non~secret rreas of sclence.
Thus, without in any way supporting comrunist views or aims, it would seem that as &
maiter of policy the Federation should oppose consideration of political beliefs as a
condition for holding university teaching Jjobs.

But because of the particular circumstances in sach of these three cases, the
Federation at the moment does not plan specific protests ¢6 be made in any of them, a}

leact not protests which would demand reinstatement, However, the pattern is clear and

alnrmingt Three scientiots have lost their uni*-arsity jods following charges of come
mur.ist sympathies, If the trend continues, the FAS may have to establish broed policy:
decistons and plans for action on the general problem of scientific freedom, (®.B.3.

Mn_gnm_n_gnmm. As & result of the three dramatic "spy trials® (Coplop,
Hiss, Communist leaders), the public has become aware of the tremendous role of the FBI-
in matters of concern to all oitizens, In particular, the FBI files made pudlic in the
Copleon trial have caused more than a few gasps, but prodably for the first time exten-
si7e doubt in the wisdom of the methods of the FEI has been expressed. Condon's violen:
at:ack and demand for an apology from J. Bdgar Hoover undoubtedly started a lot of peo-
+le thinking. Mr, Hoover made no reply, Attorney Gen. Tom Clark rushed back to Washing
i )n, and President Truman made a rather cocl endorsement of Mr. Hoover in a press cone
favence this week, Newspapers reported that Hoover had resigned, but this was denied’
ty Clark and the President, Columnists and editorial writers have suggested everything
tram a "fll fleld investigation® of the FEI to a revision of its standards for vhat jo
‘+:dude in reports. The pudlio is certainly not ready to discredit Mr, Eoover and the
3d, tut it may demand some sort of an inquiry. The impressicn of people we have talke
3 is that the Conden~Hoover clash will remain dormant until after the Coplon trial, §n
srder not to prejudice the results, What will follow is not clear. ’

Some observers hold the view that the spy and atom hysteria is about to decline,
™ae Bouse Un-American Activities Committee seems to have tempered its methods and
2wridged its aims (No scientists are now under subtpoena, as far as we know, and no hear
1a¢8 will be held before June 24). Lloyd Paul Stryker, lawyer fer Alger Hiss, seems top
uave discredited the government's star witness, Whiitaker Chambers. In general, the ,
dublic may be getting weary of lurid spy stories and unfounded charges of "mismangaemer
“n June 16, Pres, Truman held a press conference at which he vowed to fire any membder o
+he Executive Branch of the government who got hysterisal over spy hunte, He said the
Lest recommendation he could make was to re-read the history of the Alien-gelition case:
of the late 18th century. When asked about. this parallel, the President said that the
country did not go to hell then and would not now.

To summarize, the situation appears to be improving slightly, but if this is true
1t is indeed the result of vigorous resistance on the part of those who deeply chorish
our democratic ideals and are able to maintain some perspective. Any degree of relaxa-
tion at this time could be fatal, for the present state of affairs can de made the be-
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414 not point out is that the country 444 mot go to hall in the past prescis Yecause
of the hard fight which prevented it, - (n.n.n.f nd

Geperal Meoting of the FAS in Cambridge. A public meeting om *The Current Situaticn®wy
held on June 16th during the meetings of the American Physical Society, in Harvardls /
"new® Lecture Eall. The announced speaker, Dr. E. U, Condon, was forced to withdraw on’
the afternocon of the meeting, The meeting was nevertheless held and attended by about :
150 personc. The topic was selected because it was impossitle to predict which issuss

in these fivid times would tr -urrent oa cune 16. E. M, Purcell (Cambridge), the mestin
chalrman, outlined the situat.cn, and Higinbotham (Braokhaven) and Wolfe {(FAS Chairman)
discussed at length soms of !}z implications, and wha% the FAS was do’ngs. Requirements
of oaths and affidavits of f« lLowship holders, and especially jte logical extension to!
other recisients of governmea: zié, Teceived major ccasidersticn.

The srrent example of 4hi: .«. in the National Science Foundatiom Bill, then Just
reportad to the House — wus dl3qusied Ly the speakers and in the discussion thst fol-
lcwet. Tacse expressing opini.c-s ondorsed the FAS's sirong stand that layalty caths apd
aff) 24 51 were inappropriate ;o fullows working in non-secret fields, and dangerous :
bacsiss o vhat 4t can lead %u. It was proposed from the floor that the meeting axpress
16071 ¢ nis subject; the Chaliman urged instead that each person do so 1ndividually
$0 kvt Gt U ODEressnan,

[#x meuving arrangements wore handled bty the Cambridge chapter, including, among
otha=r, 2, Nilliams, B. M¢ Puice.l, and M, S, Livingston. (A.H.S.)

Tue 61 plobrative Copmittes of the Federation met in Cambridge on June 16-17, 1949,
Micy.,2e present were Wolfe, Friadlander, Roberts, and Livingston, The Executive Secre~
ta:iat was represented by Shapity. A preliminary session (with Higinbothsm present) was
held after the FAS general meeting to consider the action suggested by Grobstein regatvd.
ing the National Sclence Foundstion, The Cormittee approved a statement (A=732) strongi
urging pae-ege of tae bill, but squally st-ongly calling for deietiona of the sectlisn re
gairing sn aifidavit as one of the gqualifications for fellowship holdars, The Qommitiec
was especlally distuvbed by the introduction into the affidavit of the concept that "be .
1:cfa? wers disqualifying. Iustructions for immediate action were forthwith telephoned
t" Washingtion. .
The Nommittes also dis~uesad the aizr and purposes of the Scientists' Committee o
s~palty Frotléms, an FAS Ccrmittse, and revision of 1its membership. It heartily en-. .
f.185d “he idea of an 3pex 1a%%3v o President Truman urging him to appoint a epecial
er-+ission to considor prul 2ms »rvalving science and security. It approved with sligh’
min Lfication a draft of ih: Luttsr By Grobstein, and decided it should Ve transmitted by
. BAS, with names of ind.7iitaie who coacurs The Commiites also noted that the 1dea-"
¢ A, viresdy been enthusiasyicully received by many prominent scientists, This proposal
‘oo considared an imporisnt povitive contribution to counteract the present atmosphere.c
.+t ardu. The Committee ar;invsd immediate steps to invite others to concur, assigned -
5 .ooxhav~n the task of prepuring e list, and the Exec, Sscretariat to ses to the rest of
i 1c not ‘nsignificent amouas of work required to earry out the action. :
The Gommittee also agproved in substance a draft of s letter by Wolfe to TIMB Mag-
seige, o the letter it wasesated that sclentists should assume part of the tName for
- ;5 AZ0 cospromise on the foliowship issue. Weys and means of making known the results
© 3GP’c eveluation of AEC clsaranos procedurss for provisional employses (spridcants)
-3 8180 discissed, The Comnittes sutborized payment of iravel expenses for committee
.i-bers, the Secretariat, and individual members on special assignments (such as coming
L stwr vhe natlonsl office), provided that such expenses cannot be paid by other
¢+ +oes, such a8 local associations, The next meeting was scheduled for the Rew York
4 ¢s about August 1st. In the mean time, the Committee felt, the FAS should remain on
sus present emergency besis as long as necessary. It approved the working policy of the
Exec. Secratariat that action now is more importatd than keepling down sxpensés. It ex-
pressed again the urgent need for new members and decided to discover the status of the
membership committee tentatively assigned to Cornell at the last meeting, (A.H.S.)




