
Lawrence Berkeley Laboralory 
Archlvnr and Records Ofllce 

I I 
'72 1 h 1 9 

111 Tninalpais Road 
Berkeley , CIi 94708 
June  6 ,  1983 

D r ,  John l i ,  Lawrence 
220 G l o r i e t t a  Boulevard 
Orinda , C a l i f  or n i a  94563 

Dear John: r.. 
I 

I ' m  s u r e  we a r e  both aware t h a t  we d i f f e r  comple te ly  i n  ou r  
v i e w s  about  t he  thermo-nuclear  weapons r a c e .  I t  i s  J u s t  as w e l l  
t h a t  we have c a r e f u l l y  avoidcd  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i s s u o  when we m ? C t  
as  it would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o  s o  w i t h o u t  making each o t h e r  ve ry  
a n G y  and d e s t r o y i n g  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  between us .  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  and I hope y o u  w i l l  be v r i l l i n g  t o  t h i n k  
zbout  them ve ry  s e r i o u s l y  and give me sonie answers .  

F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask, "Are you r e a l l y  proud and happy 
t o  have y o u r  b r o t h e r ' s  name, your fami ly  name, used t o  i d e n t i f y  a 
' l abora tory  where weapons a r e  developed of such  h o r r i b l e  d e s t r u c t i v e -  
nes s  L n a l  chey could wipe o u t  many c i t i e s  and k i l l  o r ~ ~ n i i n  m i l l i o n s  

However, I do  want 'to ask you some more personal. q u e s t i o n s  

1 .  upon m i l l i o n s  of  people  i n  a few moments?*' .,* 

P l e a s e  remember t h a t  E r n e s t  was t h e  l a s t  mmber  if t h e  , S c i e n t i f i c  
P a n e l ,  a d v i s i n g  on use o f  t h e  A-Bomb, t o  ho ld  o u t  aga ins t .  i t s  use 01: 
a c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion ,  
and when t h a t  seemed r i s k y  because t h e  bomb might  be 2 dud,  he wanted 
it used on's-military t a r g e t  only. 
have approved of  t h e  monstrouf d e s t r o y e r s  we a r e  des ign ing ,  producing  

he f i r s t  sugges t ed  a demons t r a t ion  t e s t  

Do you r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  he would 

and deploying  now? . .  
Do you n o t  f e e l  ange r  and d i s t r e s s  because the  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  . 

is coming t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  E r n e s t ' s  fame as a s c i e n t i s t  d e r i v e o - f r o m  
h i s  p a r t i c i F a t i o n  i n  the development of the atom bomb and the  es tab-  . 
lishment o f  I,iverrcore? Do you r e a l l y  want t h e s e  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  d i s -  
t a s t e f u l  j o b s  t o  overstiadow h i s  t r u e  s c i e n t i f i c  and e d u c a t i o n a l  con- 

- w i b u t i o n s ?  1 .  

L a t e l y ,  the  news media have been r e p e a t i n g  what is, t o  me and 
. my fami ly ,  a m o s t  d i s t r e s s i n g  e r r o r 4  tliey are Gaying tha t  E r n e s t ' s  

i nven t ion  of the  c y c l o t r o n  made p o s s i b l e  the  development o f  n u c l e a r  
weapons, O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  is  n o t  t r u e :  I t  was E i n s t e i n ' s  t h e o r y  
of the equiva lence  of mass and ene rgy ,  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  confirmed in-. 
Otxo Hahn's  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  Germany, which d i r ec t !y  l e d  t o  the  develop-  
ment o f  t hese  wespons. I t  s i c k e n s  me t o  have such  a misconcept ion  
cons t an t ly  r e i n f o r c e d  i n  p e o p l e ' s  niinds by t h e  mudia.  

My f a m i l y  a r e  all i n  agrecrnent w i t h  me t h a t  E r n e s t ' s  name and 
memory arc dishonored  by a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  the  Livoriaord,,lnboSatory. 
Recent ly ,  my n ine teen-year -o ld  s a n d d a u c h t e r  wrote  inc 
i s  one t h i n e  I can  promise you,  it is t h a t  I w i l l  p u t  e v e r y ' e f f o r t  
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towards g e t t i n g  the  ufami:Ly name off the Livermore lab,  if f o r  Some 
r eason  you f a i l  t o .  

/ 
Please  t h i n k  abou t  t h i s  and l o t  me know your r e a c t i o n .  

> 
S i n c e r e l y  
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