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Dr. John H. Lawrence
220 Glorietta Boulevard
Orinda, California 94563

Dear John:

721619

111 Tamalpais Road
Berkeley, Ch 94708
June 6, 1983

.

: . . 4 .
I'm sure we are both aware that we differ completely in our

views about the thermo-nuclear weapons race.

It is just as well

that we have carefully avoided discussing the lssue when we mect
as it would be difficult to do so without making each other very

angry and destroying friendly relatl

However, I do want to ask you s
relating to this subject and I hope

ons between us,

ome more personal questions
you will be willing to think

ebout them very seriously and give me some answers.

First,

I would like to ask, "Are you really proud and happy

to have your brother's name, your family name, used to identify a
laboratory'Where weapons are developed of such horrible destructive-
ness c¢nat chey could wipe out many cities and kill or-maim millions

upon millions of people in a few moments?e . .o

Please remember that Ernest was

._‘-;.

thé last member of the Scientific

Panel, advising on use.of.the A-Bomb, to hold out against its use on

a civilian populationi:-

He first suggested a demonstration test

and when .that seemed risky because the bomb ‘might be a-dud, he wanted

it used on-a military target only.

‘Do you really believe he would

“have approved of the monstrous- destroyers we are designing, producing

and deploying now?

-

Do you not feel anger and distr

ess becauce the general public

is coming to believe that Ernest's fame as a scientist derives-from
his particiration in the development of ihe atom bomb and the estab-

lishment of Livermore? Do you reall
tasteful jobs to overshadow his true
~tr1but10ns°

Lately, the news media have'bee
my family, a most distressing error:

invention of the cyclotron made possi

veapons, Of course,

that is not true!

y want these necessary but dis-

scientific and educational con-
n repeating what is, to me and
they are saying that Ernest's
ible the developmenti of nuclear
It was Einstein's theory

of the equivalence of mass and energy, experimentally confirmed im
.0tio Hahn's laboratory in Germany, which directly led to the develop-

ment of these weapons. It sickens m
constantly reinforced in people‘'s mi

My family ere all in agreement

e to have such a misconception
nds by the media.

with me that Ernest's name and

memory are dishonored by association with the Livermore laboratory.

Recently, my nineteen-year-old granddaughter Wrote me "

if thure

vro

15 one’ thing I can promise you, it is that I w111 put every effort
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towards getting the family name off the Livermore ladb, if for some
reason you fail to. "

Please think about this and let me know your reaction.

Sincerely., ,
 Jr e

Mary B. Lavrence
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