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Oux first approech to the weapons laboratorles on the 1mpurtanuﬁ% 2 ﬁ;@+
of tapered warhezds was 1n Hay, 1960, when at the request of Charlie E'; '?_ 5
Pldwell a visit was made 40 LASL. J. D, Shreve and Spm McAlees (7134) < if%ﬁ i T

stcompanied Charlie, and they presented the arguments to Bill Chanbers
of W-Division at LASL. Ei)) seemed {nterested but Indicated that
before any work couid be done it would require that the DOD express HME’TT’:EED
official interest in such warheads,
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To the best of ey knowledge, nothing ceme of this wieit. By
early 1961, the arguments had become perfectly clear in the minds of
the Vulnersbility Group thet sleek re-entry vehicles were a "pust" in
our arsenal, The arguments for such & shape were rather flrm, and a
visit was made to Llvermore whers Charlle Bldwell and Jiz Shreve joined
with Charlie Winters and Leo Gutierrez in a aeetling with IRL personnel,
Carl Kaussmann and Jack Rosengren. Cherlle Winters was given the §15Y & 1963
outline of some "empiy” shapes Into which device shoyld be fitted,
This meeting resulted in someone from Livermore erxanging a meeting at
Air Force Balllstlc Systems Division. This BSD meeting tock place in
#april, 1961, and lnwolved Charlie Bidwell and Jack Ames,
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contact with the weapons laboratorles was not done iIn a sufficlently b
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In looking back at these instances, It now seems clear that our & L’?
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strong manner. Carl} Haussmann does heed the large wezpons divislon
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at Livermore, and thls would siill seem to be a reaspnable place
for contact with that laboratery. 1 suspect that we might have
daone better at LASL If the tontact had been made with Harold Agnew.

I think that in apite of what the laboratories say, ihey stlil
depend heavily upon strong and sffieclal interest by the DOD before
they put much effort on a new weapon design problet. As you know,
the VWilnerability Group has a very clear picture of the warhead
requirements for the penetration R/V concept, I am afrald that this!
study has not yet beon known to LASL and LRL at appropriate levels,”
I do think it might be advisable to arrange for a formal presentation
of the Vulnerability Group's recommendations to LASL and LRL as soon

as possible,
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