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AN EMPIRICAL METHOD FOR PREDICTING THE
ZERO LIFT TRANSONIC DRAG RISE OF LOW

DRAG FIN-STABILIZED STORES AS A FUNCTION
OF FINENESS RATIO AND MAXIMUM THICKNESS LOCATION

Arnold L. Ducoffe*

ABSTRACT

Data are presented on the variation of zero lift profile drag coefficient, above
the drag rise Mach number, as a function of fineness ratio for fin-stabilized bodies
of revolution of the Douglas Aircraft type. -Also shown are the effects of maximum
thickness position on the zero lift profile drag coefficient as a function of Mach
number and fineness ratio.
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SUMMARY

This paper presents an empirical method from which the zero lift transonic profile drag

coefficient rise of fin-stabilized bodies of revolution (of the Douglas Aircraft type) may be

predicted as a function of fineness ratio over the range 5 5. L/D 5_12.5.

The data show that fineness ratio effects on the drag rise coefficient are small at the

drag rise Mach number but become very important as the drag rise Mach number is exceeded.

Over the transonic speed range the profile drag coefficient is found to decrease in ersentially

a parabolic manner with increasing fineness ratio.

An appendix is also included showing the effect of maximum thickness location on the

zero lift profile drag coefficient.

INTRODUCTION

The design of stores or bombs for maximum aerodynamic efficiency in the transonic

speed range is a very difficult problem because of the empirical manner in which the drag

coefficient must be predicted. Since both the installed drag and the trajectory of a freely

falling body are dependent on the drag coefficient, as well as other factors, a good qualitative

estimate of the drag coefficient curve as a function of Mach number and lift coefficient is

quite important. It is the purpose of this paper to analyse available experimental data in

order that an empirical method can be devised for predicting the zero lift drag coefficient as

a function of Mach number and fineness ratio in the transonic speed range. Data on low drag,

fin-stabilized stores (such as the Douglas Aircraft store) will be used for this analysis. The

range of Mach numbers over which the method will be applicable is, 0.85 < M <1.2 or 1.3.

DISCUSSION

The prediction of the transonic drag rise for fin-stabilized bodies of revolution is de-

pendent on several factors, such as, nose slope, fin design, amount of body boattailing, loca-

tion of the maximum thickness, and fineness ratio. For this analysis only low drag shapes

(Figure 1) such as the Dougla9. Aircraft type store, will be considered. Since nose shape and

fin design are fairly standard items for low drag store design at present no analysis on their

effects will be presented. The amount of boattailing will be limited to base diameters of the
order of 10% of the maximum store diameter. Thus the effect of boattailing (which will be
small as stated above) can also be neglected in this study. The location of the maximum thick-
ness will be assumed to be in the neighborhood of 30% of the store length. Additional data on

11111mmimins
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the effect of maximum thickness location is presented as an appendix. The effect of fineness

ratio (L/D) is the major topic of this paper and the analysis is concerned primarily with this

parameter.

It will be assumed that the subsonic profile drag* coefficient at zero lift can be quantita-

tively predicted by available empirical methods in the Mach number range between zero and the

drag rise Mach number. The drag rise Mach number (MDR) is defined as the Mach number at

which the slope (IC.„ /3C L) is equal to 0.10. C D is the store drag coefficient based

C L = 0

on frontal area (%0 2/4). For low drag fin-stabilized bodies of revolution the profile drag coef-

ficient at C L 
= 0 can be assumed to have a constant value in the vicinity of C

D 
= 0.10 for the

Mach number range, 0 <M < M DR . The drag rise Mach number will usually die in the Mach

number range, 0, 85< MDR ( 0. 97, for free flight Reynolds.:

Data for predicting the profile drag coefficient at zero lift for Mach numbers in the tran-

sonic speed range was obtained from flight test data, wind tunnel data, and drop test data on

the Mk 7. In order to eliminate small discrepancies in the subsonic zero lift profile drag coef-

ficient because of Reynold's number, shape, fin design, etc., the data is presented in the form

of CD - CD	
as a function of M - MDR and fineness ratio. Figure 2 schematically shows

7r
	 7DR

the manner in which the quantities C D - CD	and M - M
DR 

are measured.

RESULTS

The results of this analysis are presented in Figures 3 and 4 wherein the incremental

variations in zero lift profile drag coefficient above the drag rise Mach number is presented

as a function of the incremental Mach number (above the drag rise Mach number) and fineness

ratio. Data showing the effect of maximum thickness location is found in Figures 5-1* in the
appendix.

The data in Figure 3 indicate that the zero lift incremental store drag coefficient is re-

duced with increasing fineness ratio (5 5 L/D 5 12.5) in the transonic Mach number range.

Although sufficient data are not available for fineness ratios above 12.5, indications (from

scattered data not presented herein) are that little is to be gained in drag reduction for the

transonic speed range if L/D = 12.5 is exceeded. The data are seen to form a fairly well-

defined family of curves, thus allowing reliable interpolations and extrapolations for values of

L/D not shown. Also shown in the trends of Figure 3 is the fact that fineness ratio effects are

* Profile drag is herein defined as total drag less skin friction drag.
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quite small near the drag rise Mach number M DR < M <MDR + 0.05 but get increasingly larger

as the Mach number is increased up to approximately M DR -4- 05 < M < MDR + 0.30. Figure 4
represents a faired crossplot of Figure 3 and is presented because of its applicability for design

purposes.

The effect of maximum thickness location, shown in Figures 5-11 in the appendix, is seen

to be a very important parameter, from the viewpoint of drag, in determining optimum or near

optimum shapes. The effect of maximum thickness location with L/D as a parameter is shown

in Figures 5-7 and the effect of L/D with thickness location as a parameter is presented in

Figures 8-11. No analysis of this data is presented because the maximum thickness location

for fin-stabilized stores is dictated not only by drag but also by stability considerations. The

data have been presented for use in the design of stores whose maximum thickness position

might differ radically from that of the Douglas Aircraft type.

CONCLUSIONS

The curves showing the effect of fineness ratio on fin-stabilized bodies of revolution are
applicable for stores which approximately satisfy the following conditions:

a) tangent-ogive nose shape approximately two to three calibers in length

b) maximum thickness location in the neighborhood of 30%of the store length

c) boattail diameters less than 10%of the store maximum diameter

d) standard or present-day low drag body fin designs

In the transonic speed range fineness ratios of the order of 12.5 appear to be optimum

from the standpoint of zero lift profile drag coefficient. The effect of fineness ratio becomes

more and more pronounced as the drag rise Mach number is exceeded up to a value of the free-
stream Mach number equal to M DR + 0.3. Above this latter value of the free-stream Mach

number the effect of fineness appears to diminish slightly.

The data presented should give a good approximation to the zero lift transonic drag coef-
ficient variation for free flight Reynolds numbers.

The effect of maximum thickness location for minimum store drag is found to be a func-
tion of the value of the transonic Mach number and fineness ratio. However, when considering

optimum maximum thickness positions from the viewpoint of drag the question of store stabili-

ty must also be considered.
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LIST OF SYMBOLS

D store diameter

K location of store maximum thickness in %L

L store length

L/D 	 store fineness ratio

M 	 Mach number 	 /ci C

MDR	 drag rise Mach number i.e., Mach number where d MDar) = 0.10
=0C L

C D 	 store zero lift profile drag coefficient based on store frontal area (--TrD
2)

C D

	

	
store zero lift profile drag coefficient at the drag rise Mach number

7DR

C L 	 lift coefficient

3.1416



2004

LIST OF REFERENCES

1. Hart, R. G. and Katz, E. R., Flight Investigations at High-Subsonic, Transonic, and
Supersonic Speeds to Determine Zero-Lift Drag of Fin-Stabilized Bodies of Iran 
Having Fineness Ratius of 12. 5, 8.91, and 6.04 and Varying Positions of Maximum Diam-
eter, NACA RM L 9 I 30, November 1949.

2. Stevens, Joseph E. and Purser, Paul, Flight Measurements of the Transonic Drag of 
Several Isolated External Stores and Nacelles, NACA RM L 54 L 07, March 1955.

3. Hart, Roger G., Flight Investigations at Mach Numbers from 0. 8 to 1. 5 to Determine the
Effects of Nose Bluntness on the Total Drag of Two Fin- Stabilized Bodies of Revolution,
NACA RM L 50 108 a, October 1950.

4. Thompson, J. R. and Kurbjun, M. C., Drag Measurements at Transonic Speeds of Two
Bodies of Fineness Ratio 9 with Different Locations of Maximum Body Diameter, NACA
RM L 8 A 28 b, July 1954.



•_76 . 	 rie.A1A/.512tvic.,_	 ,91G:. e 
k f 	 F -17Ve ..*- 774LB 1 A I 	 D!

r QM__ 	 A 

17 NE" /Y E 	 01

ti„75 10 X 10 TO THE Ctn. 359-14LG
J 	 KEUFFCL 1 EssEn co. 	 t.




















	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11

