
ARGONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY 

March 22, 1971 

D r .  Wright H. Langham 
Lo8 Alamos S c i e n t l f l c  Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 1663 
U s  Alamos, New Mexico 87544 

Dear Wright: 

war years  a f t e r  t h e  lapse of so m y  years.vYou indeed have a 
remarkable memory t o  r e c a l l  events as far back as 1943. 

I n  response t o  your inquiry,  one of t h e  first t a s k s  
assigned me (I  t h i n k  by G.  E. Boyd) when I joined the Msnhattan 
Project  i n  A p r i l ,  1942 was t o  review the  l i t e r a t u r e  on the  effects 
on humans of radium and uranium poiaonlng. The extan t  Information 
a t  that tlme was very meager indeed. Mostly it concerned the 
hor r ib l e  experience of t he  workers who psinted the d ia l s  Of 
wstches with radium-contsining lumlnous pa in t .  Of course you 
a r e  familiar w i t h  t he  story of how they used the  technique of 
point ing t h e i r  brushes by l ick ing  them. 
published as two laboratory reports :  

It was very pleasant hearing from a ve old f r iend  of the  

The reviews were 

MDDC 1054 (July 9, 1942) -- "Uranium PoisonFng" 
CH-167 (July 10, 1942) -- "Radium and Radon: Pathological 

Ef fec ts  and Protect ion" 

As I dimly r e c a l l ,  the  reviews were requested becau8e of t he  fears 
about uranium. 
l a t e r .  

you in writing your h i e t o r i c a l  account. 
t o  get In  touch with me again Lf there is anything more I can 
possibly uld. 

The concerns with regard t o  plutonium came much 

t 

I hope this rather meager r eco l l ec t ion  w i l l  be he lp fu l  t o  
Please don ' t  h e s i t a t e  
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