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Post Office Fox 117 
Oak Ridge, Tenrxsser 37830 . 

Telephone 615 ~ 6 - 2 1 ~ 0  Cffice 
Executive 

Oak Ridge 
Associated 
Universities 

September 1 7 ,  1981 

D r .  P h i l i p  H. Abelson 
Ed i to r ,  SCIENCE 
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear D r .  Abelson: 

A r e c e n t  news r e p o r t  ("Human Guinea P igs  a t  Oak Ridge?," September 
4 t h  e d i t i o n  of Science)  d i d  n o t  reach  t h e  s tandards  of  accuracy and 
t e c h n i c a l  q u a l i t y  expected and deserved by Oak Ridge Associated U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
AAAS members, and o t h e r s  who read  t h e  pub l i ca t ion .  

There w e r e  a number of  i naccurac i e s ,  perhaps i n s i g n i f i c a n t  from a 
d i s t a n c e  b u t  very important  t o  those  who t ake  t h e i r  work, p ro fes s iona l  
r epu ta t ion ,  and s tandard  of e t h i c s  very  s e r i o u s l y  a t  Oak Ridge. Rather 
than  
l i k e  

1. 

2. 

3 .  

I 

- 
l i s t  a l l  po in t s  which concerned ORAU, f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  w e  would 
t o  emphasize s e v e r a l  b a s i c  f a c t s :  

P a t i e n t s  w e r e  never  "used as human guinea pigs"  i n  t h e  sense  
conveyed by t h e  Mother Jones a r t i c l e ;  i .e. ,  as unknowing victims 
of experiments f o r  purposes o t h e r  than  t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  
The Science head l ine  w i t h  a ques t ion  mark d i d  a d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
compassionate doc to r s  and s t a f f  who always pu t  t h e  needs of  t h e  
p a t i e n t  f i r s t .  

Dwayne Sexton, t h e  c h i l d  exp lo i t ed  i n  t h e  Mother Jones  a r t i c l e ,  d id  
n o t  r e c e i v e  h igh  l e v e l s  of r a d i a t i o n  " to  test  man's t o l e r a n c e  of 
r a d i a t i o n  i n  space,"  bu t  i n  a l a s t - d i t c h  e f f o r t  t o  save  h i s  l i f e .  
Conventional chemotherapy and o t h e r  t rea tments  had f a i l e d .  
c h i l d  w a s  dying; his doc to r s  concluded t h a t  t h e  h igh  levels of 
r a d i a t i o n  were e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  only chance t o  extend h i s  l i f e .  
I n  f a c t ,  he l i v e d  3.5 yea r s  after f i r s t  e n t e r i n g  our  c l i n i c  w i th  
leukemia. 

i 

The 

It i s  t r u e  t h a t  p a t i e n t s  d i d  r e c e i v e  experimental  t rea tments  wi th  
t o t a l  body i r r a d i a t i o n  and t h a t  some of t h e  d a t a  w a s  provided t o  
NASA--but as p a r t  of a r e t r o s p e c t i v e  s tudy ,  no t  t h e  t rea tment  
pro tocol .  This  s tudy  a l s o  examined 3000 p a t i e n t  r eco rds  from 
46 h o s p i t a l s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  Sexton boy's d a t a  was probably 
not  g iven  t o  NASA at  a l l .  I n  
f a c t ,  ORAU had completed t h e  r e p o r t  t o  NASA on h igh- leve l  r a d i a t i o n  
i n  1967--the year  be fo re  t h e  Sexton boy d ied .  
i n t e r e s t  a t  NASA w a s  i n  low-level r a d i a t i o n .  

We f i n d  no record of doing s o .  

I n  1968 t h e  primary 
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4 .  The Mother Jones a r t i c l e  and Science seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  doubt t h a t  
t he  c h i l d ' s  p a r e n t s  were proper ly  informed about t h e  t reatment .  
They were--both v e r b a l l y  and i n  explana t ions  w r i t t e n  i n  l a y  language 
and s igned by M r .  and Mrs. Sexton. The pa ren t s  c l e a r l y  gave ORALJ 
t h e i r  informed consent .  

5. Although ORAU acknowledges t h a t  some program reviewers  quest ioned 
t h e  research  v a l u e  of some of t h e  work of t h e  c l i n i c  and t h e  q u a l i t y  
of t h e  gene ra l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  p a t i e n t  requirements  
always came be fo re  p o t e n t i a l  d a t a ,  and good equipment w a s  more 
important  than h igh-qual i ty  b u i l d i n g s  per  se. 
could w i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  government funds,  i nc lud ing  s u b s t a n t i a l  
con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  development of nuc lea r  medicine over  t h e  
p a s t  30 years .  

We d i d  t h e  b e s t  w e  

The Science a r t i c l e  quoted "a spokesman f o r  t h e  Medical Divison" 
(who i n c i d e n t a l l y  i s  a ve ry  competent DOE information profess iona1) 'as  
denying t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e  a r t i c l e ,  bu t  cha l lenging  few of t h e  f a c t s .  
deny the  " thrus t"  i s  every th ing:  
t h e  p a t i e n t  and f u r t h e r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of nuc lear  medicine,  never t o  experiment 
i n  o rde r  t o  l e a r n  "how much r a d i a t i o n  a s t r o n a u t s  could t o l e r a t e  before  
becoming s ick ."  

To 
ORAU's primary goa l  w a s  always t o  he lp  

ORAU is  an o p e r a t i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  U .  S .  Department of Energy, 
formerly t h e  Atomic Energy Commission; i t  is  a l s o  a c o n s t i t u e n t  member 
of  U S .  It i s  n o t  a component of Oak Ridge Nat iona l  Laboratory.  

S incere ly  yours,, 

PLJ: ahp 

P h i l i p  -L. Johnson 
Executive Di rec to r  

bc: W i l l i a m  Bibb 
ORAU Board of D i r e c t o r s  
D r .  Lushbaugh 
D r .  Vodapick 
D r .  Hubner 
M r .  Gene Joyce 


